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H U S B A N DRY 

S P I * I T U A L I Z E D: 

Or^ The Hcatenl/ Use of Earthly THiNOf« 

Confifting of many pleafiint'^rvii/i^u, pertinent ap^Scaii^ 
0nsy aind ferious re^e^iofUj and each chapter conclttdoi 
with a £viney anil luitable poem. Directing hiflwukwi to 
the moft excellent improveniYeuts of their comnion emplo|>«^ 
ments. Whereunto are added^ by wvj of Jfpcndix, ierend 
choice occafionai meditatittns, upon HrOSf be^s^ tmsy fisfw*^ 
ersy rivers^ zx^A fevend other bbje£ls \ fitted for the hdp of 
fudi aft defire to walk with God in aU their iotitiide% and 
receflea from the world. 



Thb epistle dedicatory. 

To the Woiihipful Ro^bkt Sayskt^ and Wiiliam Sa« 
TEILT^ of Skde Eiquires. 

Honmirei Friends j 

IT hath been long fince obferved, that the world, bdowy is 
a gla& to dilcover the worjd above \ Seculam eftfpeculvm : 
and aldough I am not of dieir opinion, that fay, die Heathens 
2nay fpell Cfarift out of the fun, moon, and flare; yet this I 
know, /that the irrational and inanimate, as well as rational 
^ineSti«r«i» hav^n language \ and tho' not by articulate fpeech, 
yet, in a metapfaoricad fenle, they preach unto man the Mrifdom* 
power, and goodneft of Gody Rom. i. ao. ^ There is (faith 
*< the Pfalmift, Halm xix. 3.) no fpeech, nor language, where 
^ their voice is not heaid/' , Or (as Junius renders it) therp 
is no i^peech, nor urorda, yet without thefe, their voice is under* 
fbod, and their line (u t. £dth Dioditte) thftr irtiting in 
gro(s, and plain draughts, is gone out through aQ the earth. 

As man i^ compounded of a fle&ly and fpirjtual fubftance^ 
ioGodhath endowed the creatures with a fpiritual, as veil as 
fle&ly ufefulnefss they have not only a uatursd u& in aUmen<» 

VouVI. A 



"5 J . The Epift^ Dfdi^tory. 

tal, and phyfical rcfpedts, but alfo afpiritual ufe, as they beaf 
the figures and fimilitudes of many fublime and heavenly my- 
Iterfes. Jcliere-'me (fatth conlpmplatjirc Bernard) '^hou StisAt 
find more'iri the woods, than in a Corner ; ftones and trees will 
teach thee what thou (halt not hear from learned do£lors. By. 

. a;fli;:i!ful.4nd.induftrious improvement o£ the cr^atur^ (fakh 
Mr. Baxter excellently) we might have a fuUe§ tafte of Chrift 
and heaven, in every bit of bread th^t .weeat,. and inovery 
draught of bear that we drink, than moft men have in the ttfe 
of the facrament. . , . • -, 

And as the creatures teach divine and' extellent things, fo 
they teach them in a perfpicuous and taking manner : Due ilia 
hosmaxime movent yjimilitudo et exentflumf faith the orator ** 
Thefe tw6 things, fimilitude and exampk^ do efpecially mpve' 
ns. Nbtibns aremoi^ eafily conveyed to the underilanding, by 
being firll cldathed in fomo apt fimilitude, and fo teprefented to 
the fenfe. And therefore Jefus Chrift, the great Prophet, de- 
lighted much in teaching by parables J and the prophets were 
much in th|syray alfo, ^Hof. xii. lo. "I have ufed fimilitudes 
" by the miniftry of the prophets/* Thofe th^t can i:etain, 
little of a fermon, yet ordinarily retain an apt fimilitude. 

I confef^itis an humbling confidqtation. That mail, w|io 
at firft was led by the knowledge of God, to the knowled^*a£ 

' thet:reatUTe,muft now by the creatures learn td know God« 
That the creatures, (as one faith) like Balaam^s afs, fhould 
teach their mailer. But though this be the unhappinefs of 
poor man in his coUapfed ftate, yet it is now his wifdom to 

. improve fuch helps; arid whilft others, by the abufc of the 
creatures, are furthering thw pcrditicm,. to be, by the fpiritiial 
improvenvent of them, promoting our dwn falvatton. 
. It -is an excellent art to difcourfe with bird% beaAs, and fifli— 
es, about iublime and fpiritual fubje£):s, and make them anfwer 
to your queftions 5 and this may bedone. Job xii. 7, 8. ** Aflc 
^f now the beafts, and they fliall teach thee, and the fowls of the 
^ air, and they fhall tell thee ; or fpeak to the earth, and it ffaail 
« teach thee, and the fiflies o£the fea ihalJ declare untathee."" 
That is (faith lieat and accurate f Caryl) the creatures teach' 
us when we think of them : * They teach «§, though not for- 
'■ mally, yet virtually j they anfwer and refolve dae qudlion 
< put to them, riiough not etpHcitely totbe ear, yetconvin-s 
«. cingiy to the confcience. So then, we afk the creatures, 
* when we diligently confider them, when we fearch «ut the 
> .f erfe£bionfl and.viitues that God hath put into, or ftampi> 
* Ciccra, — f Garyliii loc. ' 



^ iBfOiPtlvem^ '"'Bcrfet^ our mind thus upon ihe crfcaturfe^ is to « 
^ ')iifc6uFfe:widt'the- {creature; the qudtions whitb man ;r(ks. 
* ktfmbeaft^: are? only Ins c»im' meditations. Again, th^crsa-' 
^ tooet ty;iecb/il$ t wh^e^^e in meditatton^ make our opUe^iw 
^ ensr, a]id:4lraiir'dbwn a ^emon^atiank.of the poDirer, witioaiv 
< !i^!i4^«idtiefs ofiiiod in making them^^iir the firaiiity of maaft^ 
. .< in^eodioig'tifcimri'fach conduiions and inferences areth^ 

1 < tea^h&grof theicce^fires.' V 

r^ Contoon'. btgcSsr^fetthi*- another) may be improved t^ 

^ip^st'.'twy Iti an argnmentaiive^and in a-reprefentative way \ 
by^r^&mng from them,; ajod Hy dewing the refemblance that 
I is botviaathem aad'fpiQtualnkacters. *; *^ 

1 Firfiy fo meditztaoii aij^e tfaii^ as ir> the prefent eafe and 

^mifitttdebf th^apoftt<s;,. Ifanhufbandman uponthe^rdiiiary 
priniiple^ x)f reafon can vnsiA for the haryeft, -• il^all not I wait 
r ' « for the comktg ^ the Lord ? The day o£Te^t«fhfiig ; the com is 
precious., to him^ and io n theooming of ChriiWo me. Sl»ll be 
I - be4b ^patient>.apd endurer fatmieh for a little corn ? And not I 
for the kingdom of heaven i He lis willing to ftay till all can£e$ 
^' *hvrt had^eiT'OperatioilSy till he Jiath received the former 
[ aad the laHer rain i andihall not I, till the Divine decrees h6 

^ a<3:dnif»lifhed ? ' . 

Sst^n^i In meditati<ni> make the refinnblance, and dif- 
.coii£fe'tfaa^'>witbiny6urfelves : This is my feed-time» heaven 
is toy hirveft ; here I muft labour and toili and there reft. I 
fertbehiuibandman's Ufojs a gneat toil : no excellent thing 
' can be obtained wirbotit hibotir, and an obftinate patience. I/* 

! feethe feed muft be hidden sn'the furrows^ rotten* smd cor- 

ri^ed, e'er it can* fprtng forth with any increafc. Our hopea 
are-hidden^ light isfown for the righteous ; all our contorts 
are buried uti^erthe clods, and after all this there muil be* 
long waitiilg^ we cannot fo^ and reap in a day ; cfFeds' 
cannot -fcrilow, till all neccffaiy caufes have firfl wrought. It . 
" is notinthepowerofhufbandmen to .ripen fruits at pleafure, 
Qur times ^re in the hands df God, therefore it is good to 
wait; a k)ng-fuffering patience will reap the deEred fruit. 
Thti^ yon have fome^hsnts of this heavenly aft of iipproving 
the crekore^. . : 

The motives inducing me to this undertaking, were the 
Lofd^s owning with fome fucccfc, my 
labours of a like nature,^ together with* Navigation Spi' 
the dcfire and iricKnation (ftirred up in ritualizird. ^ 

•'••-.: •A- -2- • •'• 



4 Tie Epijk DedicaUry* 

^ me^ I hope, by the Spirit of ^ .Lord, to dtvett tny TacatiC 
hours to his ferrice in this kind.) I confidered, that if the 
Pharifees in a Uind zeal to a fadion, could compafs fe* ^^d 
land to p^ofelyte men to their party, though thereby they ntade 
them fevenfold more the children ot the dciil than nsfore ; ho^ 
much more was I obliged, by true love to God, and letA t(^ tte 
everlafting happinds of fouls, to nfe myuttermoft €nAsJmmts; 
both \nth/eant^n ^d hufiandmerii to win them to Chfi^ and 
thereby make them more than feventy-fisven fefel happier than 
before ? Not to mention other encouragements to this ivork^ 
which I teceived from the earneft defires of forne reverend and 
worthy brethren inviti]>|r thereunto; all which I hope ^c 
event will manned to be a call bom CSk>d to this work. 

Iconfe& I met with fome difcouragement in my firfhtttempt» 
from my unacgus^intedneft with rural afiairs; and becaufe I 
was to travel in a p^th (to me) untrodden i but having onotf 
engaged in it, thofe di&oiiragementa.were foon tivercdn^: 
and being now brought to what you here fee, Itffctm f^W 
hands thefe firft-fruits of my fpare hours. 

I presume you will account it no di^aragement^ that I de« 
dicate a book of hufbandry to gentlemen of your quality. Tbia 
U /firitual hijbandryj which here is taught you^ and yet i 
tell you, that &;reat perfons have accounted that ' civil cam** 
ployihent (which is much inferior to this) no difparagefneafe 
to them. << The king himfelf is fervcd by the field,^ Ecde& 
. V. 9» Or, as Afontanus renders the Hebrevr text^ Rexd^rojit 
.,Jervus} The king himfelf is a fcrvant to the field. And of 
king Uzziah it is written, a Chron.- xxyi. lo, *< That he 
4< loved hu{bandry," And Amos vii. i • we read of the King's 
mowings n Y^a, Pliny hath obfcrv^, that corn was never fe 
plentim at Rome, as when the iame men tilled the land that 
ruled the comrnmnvealth. ^afigdiukret terra laureate if0neire^ 
fcilicet et aratore trivmphali i as diQUgh the earth itfelf r^ipedl 
in the laurelled plow-ihare, and thb triumphant plowtnaii«( * 

What pleafure you will find in reading it, ( know not ) 
but to me it hath lieen a pleafant path, from firft to laft \ whoi 
yet have been at far greater expence bf time and pains ineom* 
piling it, than you can be in reading it The hnfbandman*a 
work, you know, isnoeafy work, and the fpimualizing of it 
hath greater difficulties attending it \ but yet the pleafure in^ 
abundantly recompenfed the pains. I have found Efafnvus his 
obfervation experimentally true ; ^t litteris addiffifiimuSf ani- 
mi Iqffitudinem a Jiiidiis gravioribtts ctmtrafium ; ab iifik^ 
iuMis^/ed amoem$riius r^cream^s .^ Thc^e that are addi^d to 
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llody^{fiuAhe) when they have wearied their ^^iHs with ftiidy» 
can reo^ate ^em .again with ftudyj^ by making a diTerfion 
bom that which ia ferere and knotty, to fome mcHe facile an4 
pleafiuit ful}je£)L 

But to hear that God hath nfed and honoured diefe papers 
to the good of any foul, will yield me the higheft content and 
iati&fai&on imaginable. 

May you but lestfn that le£R>n» which is the general fcope 
anddeiign of this book,, viz. How to walk with God from 
day to <lay, and make die fereral objedls you behold,^tf£te 
etaioff wings and ladders to mount your fouls nearer to him, 
who is the cjsnter of all blefled fpirits. How much will it com« 
fort me, and confirm my hope, that it was the call o( God in- 
deed, which put me upon thefe endeavours ! 

O jSirs ! What an excellent thing would it be for you,' t» 
make fuch holy improYements of all thefe earthly obje£b which 
daily occur to your fonfes, and caufe them to proclaim and 
preach to you divine and heavenly myfteries \ whilft otheri 
make them groan, by abuiing them to fin, and fubje^ing them 
totheir lofts* A man may be caft into fuch a condition, where* 
in he cannot enjoy the bleffing and benefit of a nious and pow* 
tdvl miniftry | but you cannot (ordinarily) rail into fuch a 
cooditicni, wherein any thing (excepting a bad heart) can de* 
prive you of the benefits and comforts of thofe excellent fer* 
mons, and divinity le^lures, which the creatures here offer t» 
pti«kch and read to you. 

Content not yourfelyes, Ibefeech you, with that natural 
fweetneistbe creatures afford ^ for thereof the beafts are capable, 
as much, if not more» than you ; but ufe them to thofe (pirit- 
ual ends you are here dire£bd, and they will yield you a fweet- 
neis far tranfcending that natural fweetnels you ever reliflied in 
them } and indeed, you never ufe the creatures as their Lorctsf 
till you come to tec your Lordf in and by them'. I confefs the 
difcoveries of God in the word are far more excellent, clear, 
and powerful ^ ^ He hath magnified his word above all his 
^ name.'' And therein are the unfcarchable riches ofChrift^ 
ox rich difcoveries of that grace that hath no footfteps in nature, 
as the apoftle's expreffion fignifies, Ephef. iii. 8. 

And if that which might be known of God by the creatures, 
kave men without excufe ; as it is manifeft, Rom. i. 20« IJow 
inexcuftUe then will thofe^be, who have received not only the 
teachings of the creature, but alfo the grace of the gofpel in 
nin I *^ How &sdl we e£E:ape,if we negle&fo great falvation ?" 
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Thef thatarr carclefs in the day of graor^ &a{l hi Ip^edikft r 
in the day of judgment. 

. I am fenfibfe of many defefls^ in tbefe papers (as wcHas ta - 
«iyfclf}) they have doubtlcfs a tafte of the diftraaioos of the 
time» wherem they were wrhtqi^ . uor was I willing- ta kcqi 
them fo long unde];-ltand, as the acxy rateneiii and ezai^«ft widi 
which fuch a fubje£t ought to be handled, did require. Had * 
I defigned my own credit, I (hdu£d have obfenred diaK counfel, 
Nonumqtie prematur inannupif ft, ^.J To haTC kept it niudy 
ionger under the file, before I had expofed it to publk Ttew) 
but I rather inclined to Solomon's >counibl, ^^ Whatever thy 
<< hand finds out to dO| do it with all thy inightV for* there k 
** no wifdom, nor knowledge, nor device ia the gnm^ whidier 
*« thou art going,*' Ecclef. ix. lo, 

* I apprehend anecei&ty offome fuch means to be ufed^ for 
the inftru£iion and convidtioii of country-people ;- who either 
sre not capable of underftanding truth in another dialed, or at 
leaft are \c(s afield with it. The prqpoiidoH in ev^Ty cfaapt 
ter confifts of an obfervation in husbandry $ wherein,, if I have 
failed in ufing any improper exprefllon, yq^ candour will co* 
yer it, and impute it to my unacquaintedneis in iwai affairs s 
fc ■ Ik inagnis vohdffefat eft* 

^ The rendition or application, you will find (I hope) boiyh 
{lertinrrit and elofe. The reflections ferious, and fuch (as \ 
iio{)e) yourconfciences will faithfully improve. I have ihut 
up every chapter with a Poeniy an innocent bait to catch th^ 
reader's fold. - 

That oi Herbert is experim^ntsdly tru<i : 

A vcrfe may find him that "a fermon flies, 

And turn delight into a facrificc. 
I (hould pever have been perfuaded (efpecially in this fcrib-' 
ling age, wherain we may complain with the po^t, , 
Scfibimm indoffi^ deHique poemata paffim^) 
to have fet my dull fancy upon the rack to extort a poem to , 
entertain my reader 5 for I cannot fay with Ovid, Spentefua 
carmen^ &c. but -that 1 have been informed, that many fea* 
men, induced ' by the pleafure of a verfe, havetak^n much 
paina to learn &e poems in their compafs by heart; and I hope 
both the children at ho^Ci and the fervants in 4he fields, will 
learn to exercife thcmfelves this way alfo. O, how much bet- 
ter will it be fo to do, than to ftuflF their memories with oh* 
jfcene ballads^ and filthy fongs, which. coirupt their minds, and 
' -^pofe them to njiuch wickedne(s by irritating their natural 
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; cail^U^* But tfajel^ are purer flasies, you wiirfind nothing 
, here offtiQb artepdeacyi . 

Tisguiit, not poetry, to be Ukethofe, 
, .^ Whofewitin verfe is downright iJn in profe. • . • 

Whofe ftmlie^ ar6»prophanenefs, as if then . ; 

- They only were good poets, when bad men. 
. , , / . D. DIGS, 

*-■ I ihali add no more, but to beg that God who inftru£^eth 
tbehuftaadman in his civil calling, to teach him wiidom fpi- 
ritually to im^Qve it; and particularly, that yon may reap a 
^r4>p <^ much fptiitnal b^xiefit, from that feed which is here 
ibwn by- iSskC liaiKi of. the liord's unprofitable ferrant, and iu^ 
biai, :^ 

Your yery afie£Lionate 
. Friend and fervant, 
< JOHNFLAVEL. 



To'THit CHRISTIAN. READER. 

THERE are three things wherein (as it hath been faid, 
long befofe my day) the excrcife of godlinefs dothi 
chiefly cnnijft: Prayer, temptation, meditation : Meditation is 
the fubjeft of the fMlo^ng manual. The objefl of meditati- 
on is twofold. Firft, The word. Secondly, The works of 
God. The%otks of God are twOfoM. Firft, Internal. Se- 
tondly, External. The external works of God are twofold. • 
Firft, Of creation. Secondly, Of providence: The works of pro- 
tidence arc likewife twofold. Firft, In things civil, the Lord 
Ordering and over-nding all the affairs and motions of (ingle 
perfons, families and* nations, in a fubferviency to his own 
moft holy ends, defigns' and purpofcs. Secondly, In things 
natural, the Lord inftruftmg the hufbandman to difcretion, 
and teaching him how to drefs and jill'the cartly that it may 
give feed to the fower, and bread to the eater ; as alfo how to 
breed up and manage the beafts of the field, both greater and 
leffer cattle, for the ufe and fervice of man. 

Meditatiort^upon this lower part of the works of God, and 
his wonderful providences about them, may raife our fouls very 
high ; arid while we wifely confider thefe naturaL- things, we 
may grow more and more wife, in and for fpirituals and eter- 
nals.' 
* I3ie worthy smd ingenious Author of the eni'uing"<HfcDarfe; 
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hadi fupplied tts with an excellent helpi for die (piritttalklftg^ 
of the providential works of God in natural things, by godly 
meditations ; we chiefly want the help of the holy Spirit (with- 
out which aU other he^ and helpers are altogedier infufficient) 
CO firame and wind up our hearts, fer^this both profitable and 
delightful duty ; yet the help whidb the Lord is pleafed to give 
ti8 for our dire<9iion in it, by the miniftry of nun, is not only 
not to be refufed, but thankfully received and improved; and 
all litde enough to bring, our minds to, or keep diem at this 
work : The beft of faints (on this fide heaven) have (though 
they are not only earthly-minded) much earth in their minds; 
which like a heavy clog at their heels, or a weight at their hearts, 
prefix them down when they would make an effay to mount 
tipWard in meditation. We find it no eafy matter to keep 
•ff earthly thoughts, when we are moil ferioufly engage 
cd in heavenly work ; how hard it is then to get in, and be 
£xed uppn heavenly thoughts, while we are engaged about 
earthly work ; yea, are (for fo is the hufhandman) working 
the very eardi, and raking in the bowels of it. *Ti« a great 
part of our holinefs to be fpiritually-minded, while we are 
coQVeriing with God through Jefus Chrift in fpiritual duties; 
but to be ^iritually-minded, and to mind fpiritual things, when 
we are converfing widi the clods of the earth, and the furrows 
of the field; when we have to do with com and grafs, with 
trees and plants, with fiieep and o;Keo ; when we behdd the 
birds and fowls of the air, the worms, and all that creep upon 
the ground ; dien (I iay) to be fpiritually-mindedi and thence 
to have our thoughts aicending^ and foaring up to God^ in 
heart aflFediing and quickening contemplations, witnefieth an 
high degree of holinefs, and of gracious attainments. To make 
a ladder out of earthly materials, for the raifing of ourfelve^ 
in fpirit up to heaven, is the art of arts. Holy and happy in - 
deed are they who (being taught of God) have learned this 
art, and live in daily ptaSice of it. Earthly obje£ks ufually 
hinder us in our way, ibmedmes turn us quite out of our 
way to heaveitk Many plow and fow, dig and delve the eardi^ 
till their hearts become as earthly as the earth itfelf : Many 
deal about the beafts of the field, till themfelves become even 
brutiih. Is it not then a blefTed defign which thia Aut)ior aims 
and drives at, fo to fpiritualize all forts, or the whole cpmpais 
of earthly huibandry, that all forts of hufbandmen may become 
^iritual and heavenly ? It feems to me a token for good, that 
God hath an intendment of fome fpecial good to the fouls o£ 
<iich as are by profeiW ^to^^i hiUbandme0> feeing he hati; 
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lately put it into the hearts of two faithful --. p . , t ^ . 
tninifters (who with all of that profcffion, ^V«j^XSor 
are hufbandmen in a figure) to under^ 
take, tho' in a different way, this fubje£t,and to publifli their 
labours in print, that they may be of ufe, not only for the pre>- 
fent age, but for poftcrity. 

And that thehuibandmau may be pleafeda$ well as profitei^ 
in perufing the labours of this author; he hath, with fiogular 
aptnefs, and acuteneis, contrived and conttadied the fimi and 
fcope of every chapter into an elegant diftich, or pair of verfes^ 
placed at the head of it, and concluded it with a choice melodi* 
ous poem, fuitable to, and dilating upon the whole matter of 
it. . Thefe the hulbandman, . who can 6ut read, may quickly 
learn and fing for his iblace, inftead of thofe vain ballads, and 
corrupting rhimes, which many of that rank are apt to buy, 
and folace themfelves withal, without any benefit, yea, much 
to their hurt, making their hearts more corrupt, carnal, and 
yain thereby. 

Let me add one word more to the reader. This book of 
Hufbandry Spiritualized, is not calculated only for the com* 
mon hufbandman ; perfons of any calling, or condition, may 
find the author working out fuch fearching reflexions and 
ftrong convi£liona, from almoil every part and particular of the 
hufbandman's work, as may prove, if faithfully improved, very 
ufefiil to then; ; to fome for their awakening, to confider the 
fiate of tbeir fouls, whether in grace, o^ in nature ; to others 
for their inftrudidn, cQnfolation, and encouragement in the 
"ways of grace, as alfo for their proficiency and growdi in th<^ 
ways. Ttiat the bleffing of the Lord, and the breathings of his 
good Spirit may go out with it, for all thofe gracious purpofes^ 
is the heart's deiire, and prayer of him, who is, 

0riftian Read^r^ a Jincere weU'wiJber to tby precious and 
inanortal/oitl^ 

JOSEPH CARYL. 

To bu Reverend and Learned Friendj Mr. John Flavel, on bis 
' Spiritual Navigation and Httjbandry. " 

LETT E R S of mark to his dear fcrvant given. 
By him that fifts the ruffling winds of heaven: 
lo tight, and take all fuch as wou»d not deign 
T' acknowledge him the fea's great Sovereign. 
He launchM his little pinace^ and began 
Vol. VI. . » 
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T' attack th€'Vaffal8 of X«;MMa». ' ^ 

iVufpicIous gales fwclling his iiritiged faib> 
Searches all creeks^ and cv'iy fekrk he hails ^ 
If hat fcafce i' ftiip obr Weftern coaft afFord, - 
Which his bralvc finace hath not laid ^abdard* 
And what among our riddles fomc might county 
Was {ttri at ortcc at Berwick, andthc Mount. 
Yea, in ttiore ports hath in one luftre been. 
Than Ba^rkins, Drake, or CavendiCh have fcen* 
And prfases of Imore i^orth brought home again, 
•J^han ail the piate-fletti of the Kings of Spaiii. 
Sutthat which nwik^yhe wonder f^ll themore, 
Thofe wham He took were beggar i ail before. 
But refts he here ? No, no, our friend d^oth know> • 
*Tis gdbdie^ have t^pftringsunts bis hw. 
Chxt rare Amphibion lot^s notto be pent 
Within the bounds of onte poor dement, 
' Befides^ the* kamed author underftood, 
Tifit tf an lite kind there tonics m gtod. 
The law t0 Kim napulpit doth allow, 
And iRwr he c^tittc^ preachy he means to />ibty, 
Though preaching were a dpme^ yet he forefaw ;, 

. Againft the ptowmaU tbere could be no law. 
l^ot (tays he on refolves, but outiof-hand 
Ht yoaks his teem, plows up the ftubborn land ^ 
6ovtri{ it with pvecious feed, barrows again 
The tougher clods, takes pleafure in his pstin. 
Whilft, Orp^icusUike, (which doth his art advance) 
Slocks, fields, aittd woods, ^r^i6t>/fpr A i/tf;?r^. 
. Induftrlousffnuril^towhata rich account 
With thy bled Lord, wili all thefc hboUts. mount ? ; 
'That ev'ry nme of thy beft foul doft ply» 
To further heav'n** fpiritual hujhandry. 
•'f his kind of tillage which thou teacheft us^ y 

Was never dreamt of by Triptolemus. • 
Oo^.r^der, turn the leaves ; and me allbw ^ : 

To pray (vrtiilft at work) Godfpeed the phw^ 

NICHOLAS WATT& 

: * In Juthoris OPERA. -■ 

LE T ParaceMiis and Van Helmorit's name, 
No more rid« triumph on the wings of fatnciii 
Lo, hcre> a chymifty whofe diviner fltill 
*^oth haihwed^ ixom unhallowed things diftiL 
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Makes the rude gronnd turn tutor unto men. 

Shews Mariners^ as by a campais, how 
? They may unto the^foir/ of glory row. 

J Teacheth^e/Zowm^/z, from their work, to know 
i What dutic^ uato God, and n^ thqy owe. 

Rare artift ! whoj whi^ paapy tongues arc ipute, 

Mak'ft things, that are inanimate, con&te 

The age's fins: by preaching unto eyes, 
- Truths, i/idbnchi in other modce, their ears defpifc. 

Profper his pious labour^. Lord ! howe'er 
i; Do not forget to crpwQ t^ labourer. 

Sic rapiim canity 
* DAN.CpKDyt 

! TV. Ins Rtuereni ^oii ihwJuaik Friend^ Mr* J* F. upem his 

Huibandry Spiritualized. 

TNGENIOUSSfrjWhatdoIice? Wfcitmw:! 
j^ Are you come from ^the pulpit to the plow ? 
It fo, then pardon me, if I profefs. 

The plow ddecves to be fcnt to the prcfi. '• 

*Tis not long fince you went to fea, tney fay, 

Couqpo^'dacompaiif,, which dire^ the way, 

Afid fleers the courfe to heavai j O bleftr.art i 

And bravely done that you did that impart 

To us, who take it kindly at your band. 

And bleisthe Lofd that you are come to land, 
' To be an hufbandman, wherein your (kiil, 

With admiration doth your readers fill. 

One grain will yield jncreafe, it^s ten times ten. 

When the earth's manur'd by fuch hufbandnaen. 
, We may expe£l rich harvefts, and full crops, 

When heav'niy dew d'efc^id^h in fuch drops 

Of fpiritual rain, to water ev'ry field. 

That it full heaps of grace to God n>ay yield. 

I muft adore the wifdom c^ that Gqd 

That make^men wife^ who, even from a clod 

Of earth, can raife fuch heavenly meditation 

Untoapitchofhigheft elevation. - ^ 

Befides, I mark the goodnefe of the Lord, 

Perfoiming unto y» his faithful word. 

That all fhould work f<;r good unto the fii^ints, 
. '. ' * B 2'. . . 
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Which, in fome meafure, leflens our coinpbtiitA» 

For though our Pulpit mercies be grown lefs, 

We have fome gracious helps yet from the prc& 

And herein all the world may plainly fce^ 

That faithful fcrrants will not idle be. 

We have fome bricks, although the ftraw be gOB^ 

The church, at laft, (hall be of pcdiihM ftone. 

Whatever men or devils aft, or fay, 

Sion, at laft, will have a glorious day. 

The wretched muck- worm, that from mora to nigkt 

liabours, as if 'twere for an heav*nly weight; 

And, when he hath got all he can, the moft 

Amounts to little more than a poor cruft. 

To feed his tired carcafs : If himfelf 

Have, by hi^ carking, got a little pelf. 

Leave it he muft, to one he knows not i^omi^ 

And then muft come to an eternal doom ;. 

And he.ar his poor neglefted wretched foul 

Tell him at laft, that he hath play'd the fool. 

But here he's taught^ how he, before he die. 

May lay up treafure for eternity j 

Wherein, he maybe rich, yea> much much more« - 

Than they that do poffqfs whole tnines of ore. 

When earth's more worth than* heaven, and gold tbttn S!^tf% 

Then let the. worldling run his brutifh race 3^ 

But not before, unlefs he do intend 

To, meet with foul-deftruftion in the end. 

But I muft leave him, and return again 

To gratulate the author for his pain. 

And here I can't forbear to let my pen 

To tell the worid of all the huft^andmen,^ 

That e'er I met, he, he hath hit the vein 

To redompence the labourer's hard pain. 

And taught him how to get the greateft gain^ 

Wherein he treads a path not trode before 5 ' 

By which, indeed, hisfkill ^tppears the mpre< 

I might encamiuTjp give him, great and true, 

And yet come very fliort of what*$ his due : 

But I muft not walk in forbidden ways. 

For, thereby, I am fure, I {hould difpleafe 

His pious mind, who doth, and freely can 

Give all the praife to the great husbandman ^ 

Who will his graces in his fervants own, ' - - 

But dQth ^f^ himfelf tP y?car the ^rowa; 
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' ' Farewell dear Sir, I lake my leave, and now 
Will fay no mote than this, Codjpeedthe phrw, 

EDWARD JEFFEhY. 

The Epistle, to the imelligeat Country Rkai>E]i, 

^ I ^HOU haft here the fruit of fome of my fparc hours^ 

\ which were thus employed, when, by a fad pcovidente, 

I was thrutf from the fociety of miany d^ar friends, into a foli- 

tary country dwelling. I hope none will envy me thefe iuna* 

cent ddights, which I made out of my lonely walks, whereby 

the Lord fweetened'my folitudes there* It is like thou wilt 

£ndfomepaflage$ here, that arc harmlcfly pleafant j yet, laffurc 

thee, I know of none that the moft Cynical Reader can cenfurc) 

as finfriUy light and vain. I mufl acknowledge, to the praiie 

I of God, that I have found fome of thofe (which poiFibly fomc 

[ of my readers will call the flighteft, and moft trifling fubje£b 

fA meditation) to be the ordinances for in/imflionf caution^ 

and confolation to my own foul : yea, iiich a degree of comfort^ 

I I do prbfefs to have found by thefe things, as hath much indear** 

I ed the country-life to me,' and made me much better to under- 

! ftand that faying of Horace, than when I learned it at ichooU 

I Nevijhine locum patiorem rure beato ? 

Eftiibi plus tepeant hyems P Ubi gratior aura ? 
\ rusy quando ego te adfpiciam ? ^iondoque licebit 

^ Nunc veterum tibrisy nuncfomno^ et inertibus hortis 

i Jhtcere'/oUcitaejucunda oblivio vitae, (u e.) 

' What life can with the country life compare ? 
Where breathea the pureft, and moft healthful air. 
Where, undifturb'd, my ftudy I purfue. 
And, when I lleep, bid all my cares adieu. Hor» Sat* 6. 
1 ' And what I have found fo beneficial to myfelf, I cannot but 
|. chink may be fo to others. I afture thee, reader, I ,am not 
I' food of any of thefe conceptions^ and yet I think I may mo- 
deftly oiongh fay, That the emptieft leaf in this book may 
I fenrve for more, and better ufes, than a mere diverfion, when 
I thou eanft find leifure to pcrufe i^. I know, your troubles and 
T cares are many ; and though your condition of life hath many 
I imiocent conif<Hts, and outward mercies to fweeten it, yet I 
[ believe moft of you have found that ancient faying of Ana- 
creon experimentally true : ^x^ ''' ^'/^^•i' m^ xh^uh "yxuKit, 

* Some bitter troubles countrymen do meet, 

* Wherewith the Lqrd doth intermix their fweet.' 



f 4 THe JEptfiky Jkt. 

The cares of your minds are commonly no Jefif than "the 
pains of your bodies : k concerns yon, therefore, to JhmetM 
y^^ JP^ cannot avoid: «nd I know no better way For Aat, 
than what is here direfted to. O friends ! what advantages 
have you for a fyiritual life ? Why may you not have' two haf- 
▼^ every year ? One for your fouls, another for your bodies; 
if you could thus Icamto hufbandyour hufbandry. Methinks 
^iritual meditations do even put themfelves upon yon. Huft 
bondmen of <^d were generally prcfumcd to be honeft and good 
ifien \ what elfe means 'that faying of Menander, Ax^^ot^ etfi 

*finr»<»5-«r«»«f*j iff. 

< Frofefe thyfelf an husbandman, 
* And wicked too ! believe't that can.' 
What 'you arc, godly or wieJced, is not for me (diat am a 
ftranger to moft of you) to determine ; but if you are not godly^ 
It is my defire and defigji to make you fo : and I could not 
ttinkon ia more probable mfeans to accompHfli this honeft defign^ 
than what I have here ufed. Methinks it fhould be a pleafure 
to you, when you come weary out of the fields from plow, or 
•any other labour, to fit down in the evening, and read that 
chapter which concerns that particular bilfinefs, and 'rrf^ejb 

' your fmUy even from that which hath wearied your bodkf^ 
Were pur hearts but;heavenly, and-more c?me allowed for 
fpiritual huibandry, ybur inward comforts would be much 
more, and your outward gains not a jot lefe.; for if the fuc- 
ceis of all pw civil labours, and employments, depend upon 
the pleafure and will of (5od (aS all that are not Atheifts do 
acknowledge) then, certainly, yout baiinds can fuccecd never 
the worfe forpur endeavours* to pldaife htm, upon whde pjea- 
fure it fo entirely depends. I have, many times lifted tip my 
heart to heaven, whilft.thcfe pafjefs were under my hand, for 
a fpccial bleflin^ toaccompiarty dicm, wh«n they ihould be in 
yours. If the Lord accompRfh my '<fe&re& by them upopi your 

^fouls, you fhall enjoy two heavens, one here, and another 

Tiereafter. Would not that be fweet ? The hiftorian tells us, 
that Akitus Serarius was fowing com in the field, ^when Q. 
CihciUnatus came tahimbare-^eadedi with tetters-from the fe^ 

^nate, fignifying, that he was-chofen. to the dl^atorfhip. I hope 
the- Lord will fo blcfs, and ftKiceed thefe hboorsy that many of 

7tm will be called from holding xhtplow on eardi,^ wear the 
crown of glory in he^cn \ which is the fincere d^tfirc-of 

Tmr hearty well-wijberf 

. JOHNILAVEL. 



i%e AUTHOR to the RE ADER. 
^^Omc yc>u^^lwi^ lift'au^ ear« do eveoritch 
,\^ .To bfiar tbo wajr pcea^brib'd of growing rich ; 
rii.lhev ypu bow to ma&e your tcjieoietug 
.Tentfaouf^a4 tiifta more worth, and yet your rentg 
Not law'd a farthing \ here my reader iee« 
A way to make hi^ dead'and barren trees 
YieU precious fruit } his (heep, though ne'er iqbadt 
Bear golden fleeces^ fuch ne'er Jafon had : 
tn ev'ry thtag your gain ihall more than double. 
And all this had with far lefs toil and trouble. 
Methinks I hear tboe iay> this cannot be^ 
ril ne'er bdicve^ it. WdU read on, and fee. 
Reader, hs^ft thpu but fcafes exercis'd 
To judge aright ; were fpiritual things but priz'd 
At'their juft value, thou wouldft quickly fay, 
'Tie fo indeed ; thou would not go thy way 
Like one that's diiappoinited, and fo fling 
iTie book afidc. / thmght ^t-iifAs fome fuch thing. 
Time was when country Chriftians did afibrd 
More hours and pains abotit God's holy word : 
Witneis the man who did moft gladly pay 
For fome few leaves his whole caart-load of hay. 
And time fhall be, when heav'nly truth that warms 
The heart, (hall be prefcrr'd brfore your farms ; 
When holinefs, as facrtd fcripture tells, 
Shall be engraVep On the borfes bells. 
.Lord, hkftenon thofe mucK defired times. 
And, to that purpofe, blefs thefe rural rhimes. 



Tm p r o e m. 

I Cor. iii. 9. Te an CtK^s Htijbandry. 

TH E fcopc and defign of the foltewmg chapters, being the 
fpiritual improvement of husbandry, it will be ncceffary, 
by way of^rotfm, to acquamt the reader with the foundation, 
and general rules of this art in thefcriptures, thereby to procure 
greater fefpe£i unto, and prevent prejudice againiB: cdmpo*""^ 
«f this kind. - . - . 

To this end, I ihall entertain Uie reader a little whif 
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what this fcripture affords us, which will give, a fair intra* 

dudiion to the following difcourfe. 

The apoftle's ftope in the context being to check and r«8r 
prefs the vain glory and emulation of the Coi^inthians, who, 
inftead of thankfulnefs for, and an humUe and diligent im* 
provement of the excellent bleflings of the miniftry, turned all - 
into vain oftentation and emulation, one preferring Paui,an4 
another Apollos; in the mean time deprivmg themielves of the 
choice bkifings they might have received from them both. 

To cure this growing mifchief in the churches, he checks 
their vanity, and difcovecs the evil of fuch prances by feventl 
arguments, amongft which this is one. 

Te art Cod's Nujhandry, q, d» 

What are ye, but a field, or plot of ground, to be manured 
and cultivated for God f And what are Paul, ApoUos, and Ce- 
phas, but fo many workmen and labourers, employed by God^ 
the great hufbandman, to plant and water you all r > 

If, then, you (hall glory in fome, and* defpife others, you 
take the ready way to deprive yourfelves Of the benefits and 
mercies you might reyceive from the joint miniftry of thcni all. 
God hath ufed me to plant you, and Apollo to water ypu ; yoii 
are obliged to blefs him for the miniftry of both, and it will 
be your fin if vou defpife either. If the workmen be difcou- 
raged in their labours, it is the field that lofes and fuffers by 
hi to that the words are a fimilitude, ferving to illuftrate the 
relation, 

1. Which the churches have to God. 

2. Which God's minifters have to the churches. 

I. The relation betwixt God aiid them is like that of an 
hufbandman to his ground or tillage. The Greek word figni- 
fies God's t arabky or that plot of ground which God manures 
by the miniflry of paflofs and teachers. 
^ 2. It ferves to illuftrate the relation that the minifters of 
Chrift fuflain to the churches, which is like that of thehufband's 
fervants to him, and his fields ; which Nqxcellent notion carries 
in it the perpetual neceffity of a gofpel-toiiniftry. (For what 
fruit can be expeded, where there are none to till the ground ?) 
As alfo the diligence, accountablenefs, and rewards which thcfe 
labourers are to give to, and receive from God^ the great huf* 
bandman. All runs into this, 

* The faithful (or believers) are called God> hufbandry (>ti«fyitp, 
'gtorgton) becaufe Cod cultivates them at land by me^s of fpiuiu^ 
teachers ^or paftois.) Ravk 



TKa( the lifip ^nd employoiem of an Iwftuipdman, ex^elkmly 
ihadows forth the relatioA betwixt God and his churciv 
2Mi4 tb© relative duties betwixt its miniftefa and members. 
Ox m ore briefly th us : 

The church is God's hulbandry, about which hisminifterg 
are employed. 

I fhall not here obfervc my ufual method, (intending n9 
inore but a preface to the following difcourfe) bul only open 
_ thi? particulars wherein thqrefembiance confifts ; and then d^aw " 
Tome Corollaries from, the whole. The firfti Ihall difgatch ii^ 
ther<? twenty particulars follpwing : 

it Prop. The hu(bandman purchafcs his fields, an4 gives 2 
yaluable confideration for them, Jer. xxxii. 9, 10* 

H^ddit, So hath God purchafed his chi^rch with a full va» 
}uable priQCj^ even the precious hjood of his own Son, A£b xx. 
^8. ** Feed the church of God, which he hath purchafed, or, 
♦* acquired with his own blood." O dcar-bought inheritance* 
bow much doth this.befpcak its worth ? Qr rather, the high 
^fteem God hath of it, to pay down blood, and fuch blood for 
it i never was apy inheritance bpught at fuch a ratq : every 
particular ele£l p^rfon, and none but fuch, are comprehended 
in this purchafe \ th^ reft ftill remain in the devil's right* Sin 
made a forfeiture of all to juftice, upon which Satan entered* 
and took ppflTeilion, and, as a (Iroug man arm^d, ftill keeps it 
In them, l.uke xi. 2 1 , but upon payment of this fum to juftice* 
the ele^ (who only ace intended in this purchafe) pafe over 
into God*s right and property, and now are neither Satan's* 
A£bxxvi. 18, nor their own, i Cor, vi. 19. but the L^d^s 
peculiar J, I Pet. ii. 6. And to fliew how piuch they arc his 
own, yqu have two poffcffives io pne verfe. Cant. viii. 12. 
** My vineyard, which is mine, i^ brfore m?, mine, which is 
«* min^" 

- 111. Prop. Hun)andmen divide and feparate their own lands 
from other n^en's, they have their land-inarks and boundaries* 
by which propriety is preferred, IJeut, xxvii. 17. Prov. xxii. 

Reddit. So are the people of God wonderfully feparated an4 
diltinguifhed from all the people of the earth. Pfal. iv. 3. *< Th^ 
^< Lord hath fet ap^ him that is god]y for himfelf. And the 
** Lord knoweth vho are his," 2 Tim. ii. 19. It is a fpecial 
aft of grac^, t() be iuclofed by God out of the wafle howling 
wildemefs pf the world, Peut^ xxjpiij. i6» TWs did Qod j/»t 

Vol. VL C , 
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tmtmaHyj in the decree before the world was ; mhictk decree S* 

executed in their fan£lification apd {Adoption. 

3. Prop. Gom-fields are carefully fenced b J the 'hufband- 
man with hedges and ditches, to prefefve their fruits from 
beails that would otherwife over-run and deftroy thein-« — Noti 
minor eft virtus quam (pjLo^rere parta tutri. It is as good huf- 
bandry to keep what we have, as to iacquire more than we h»L 

Reddit. *< My well-beloved hath a vineyard ia a very fruit- 
^ fulhill, and he fenced iV Ifa* v. i,. 2. No inheritan^ ii 
better defended and fecured, than die Lord^s inberitanee^ BfiK 
cxxv. 2 . ^^ As the mountains are round about Jerufakm,. lb the 
^ Lord i^ round about his people/' So eareful is 1» &c theiF 
fafety,, " that he createth upon every dwdling-pbce of mount 
*< Sion, and upon her afiemUies, a cloud and fmokeby day^ 
<^ and the ihining of a flaming fire by night : for upon ^ 
<<^ the glory fhall be a defence," Ka- iv. 5. Not a particular 
fainty: but is hedged about and inelofed in arms of power sdid 
love,. Job i. 10. " Thou haft made a hedge about him J* The 
devil feinwould,^ but by hisown confefiion could not,:, break eveip 
that hedge to touch Job, till God's permiffion made a gap for 
him : yea, he not only makes ai> hedge* but a wallabont them^ 
and that of fire, Zech. ii. 5.. Setea guawl of angeJs "^tocn- 
. ^*_ camp roundabout them that fear him,"' P£il. xxxxvu 7. And 
will not truft them with a fingle guard of angels^ neither^ 
though their power be great, and love to the faints as great ; 
but watches over them himfelf alfo,. Ifa: xxvik 2, 3* ^ Sing 
" ye unto her, a vineyard of red wine,, I the Lord do keep it,. 
^< f will water it every moment t left any hurt it,r I will keep 
**.it night and day."* 

4. Prop. Huft)andmen carry out their compoft i to fertii- 
lize their arable ground, they dung it, drefs it, and keep it in 
heart ; and in thefe weftem parts are at great eluirges t« bring 
lime, and falt-water fand to quicken their thin and cold foil. 

ReddiU *^< Lord, let it alone jthis year alfo, till I &all dig a^ 
** bout it, and dung it j and if it bear fruit,, well, ii^not, cut it 
f«s down," Lukexiii;8. O the rich dreffing which God bcftows 
upon his churches \ tney are coftly fields indeed, dreft and 
fertilized,^ not only by precious ordinances and providences^ 
but alfd by the fweat, yea, blood of the difpenfers of tfbem. 
« You Londoners (faith Mr. Locltier in Colof. p. 552.) are 
« trees watered choicely indeed j it isftoried of tfaepalm'-tree, 
^ that at its firft tranfplanting into Itdly, it was watered with 
^ wine. I cannot fay (faith he) that you have been fo watered 

by me, I dare not \ but this I can humbly and truly fay^ that: 
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* if dor dioioeft ftrengtb and fpiritB may be nam«d inftead of 
^ water, wine ^ or iftbeblefling which hath gone along with 
^ thefe waters, at any time, hath turned them into wine, in 
"* ngour upon your fouls, ^en hath God by me, watered your 
' roots with wine/ 

5. Pr9p. ^rhe hufhaadman builds his houfe^ where he 
makes bis purchaii^ dwells upon his land, and frequently vifits 
it; he knows that fudi as dwell far from their lands^ are not 
jE»rfromi^« 

RedcUt^ So doth God ; where-ever he plants a x^burch^ there 
^oth he fix his habiiation, intending there to dwell, P&lm xlvi. 
5« ^^ Grod is in the midft of her/' (he (hall not be moved. 
Thus God came to dwell upon his own fee and inheritance, in 
Judea, Lev. xxvi. 1 1, 1 2. ^ And I will fet my tabernacle »- 
-^ mongft y^ and will be your God^ and ve (hall be my 
** people/' Which promife ts again renewed t^ his churches 
of the New Teftament;, 2 Cor. vi. 16. And when'^e churches 
(hall be in their gceatefl: flourtfh, and purity, then "Ihall there 
be the fulleft and moft glorious vnanifeftatian of the divine 
prefence among tbem^ Ren^ xxi. 3* ^ And I heard a great voice 
<< out of heaven, faying, behold the tabernacle of God is with 
^< men^ and he will dwell with tiiem, and be their God.'* 

H^ice the aSembUes are 'Called^ the places of his feet And 

4lierethey « behold the beauty of the Lord^** Pfalm xxvii. 

6. Propn Husbandmen grudge not at the 00ft they are ^t 
Xor their tillage; imt as they Ixj out vailiums upon it, fo they 
do kchearfuUy^ 

ReddU* ^' And now, O.inh^bhantsof Jerufalem, and men 
** of Judahf judge, I pray you, betwixt me and my vineyard"; 
^ what could have been done more to my vineyard, that I havf 
<< noc done in it V* And as ht beftows upon his heritage thfc 
i:hoiceft mercies, ibbe doth it with the greateft chearfulueis; 
for he laith,^ Jcr* xxxii. 41^ <* I will rgoice over them, to do 
*«< them good; and I will plant them in this land afTuredly-, 
*< with my whole heart, and with my whole foul." It is not 
the giving out of mercy (faidi one) that gueveth God, but the 
vxecoiliiig of his. mercy b^ck again upon Ixim by the creatures 
ingratitttdc. 

7* Prop. When hufbandmen have been at coft and pains a- 
bout their hufbandry, they exped fruit from it, anfwerable to 
their pains and expences about it : " Behold (faith James) the 
*^ hufbandman waiteth for the precious fruits of the earth^*^ 
JanL V. 7* - 



tteddlt. <« Afidlic looked that itfliouM t^rhig fmh IhAt}^ 
Ba. V. 2. Thk hearcnly Mufbandman waits forrfic fraits of 
his fields allb; never did any hnfbandmail long for the^efered 
harvcft, more than Cod doth for the fruits of hoS*nefe #fbm liis 
faints : Great are the expeftations of God fr^Wi his peqple : 
<« And iw^hen the time of the frtiit dren*' near, he feat his fer- 
^* Vants to the htrfbandmcn, tfhat they might reteivc -the frtifts 
' « of h." 

8. Prop. Hufbandmen are much delighted, ttrfee thcftio- 
xefs of their labours, it comforts them over aS their hard pains, 
and many weary days, to fee a good iftcreafe. 

Reddit. Much more h Godrdelightcd in behbl^ng'the fioM- 
rifhing graces of Tiis people ; it pleafes him to^fet Ws plaints 
laden with friiit, ahd his valleys tmg whh com, Cant. vi. i. 
«* My beloved i5 gone down to the garden, into his beds bf 
*< fpiccs, to feed in the gardens, and to gather Kllies/' Tlie'fe 
beds of fpices (fay * expofitors) are the p^ticular ehurched, 
the companies of believers ^ he goes to feed in thefe garden$» 
like as men go to their gardens to make meriy, or to -gather 
fruit, Cant. iv. ^6. "-He eats his pleafant frttk," viz. His 
peoples holy performances, fwecter tohim than ^ny amhr^fia i 
thus he feeds in the gardens, and he gathers lilhcis^when he 
tranflafes good fouls into his kingddm above; ** For the Lord 
** t^keth pl^furc in his faints, and will beautify the meek with 
'« falvation.*'* 

p. Ptop. The hufbandman is exceedingly grieved, when he 
fees the hopes of a, good crop djjfappointed, and his fields prov^ 
barren^ or blafted. 

Reddit. So the Lord expreffes his grief for, sand anger a- 
gainft his people, when they bring forth no fruits, or wilH 
fruits, worfe than nOne, Hofea ix, i6. "tphraim is fmitteii, 
" their root is dried up^" *Chrift was exceedingly dKjpIeafi^ 
with the fig-tree, and curfed "it foi* its barremaefe ; it grieves 
hini to the heart When his fefvants retuth to him with fuch 
complaints as thefe, " *Wehave laboured in vatin, we have fyerit 
^^ our ftrength for nought. ** 

1 0, Prap. Husbandmen employ niany labourers to work ih 
their fi^elds, there is need of many hands for Tuch a multiplich- 
tyofbufmefs, 

R^ddit. God hath diverfity of workmen alfo in the churches, 

* *Chrifl is fed when he fess the ^faccs ttFliia'f(eftple ; he gathers 
lillies when he tranilates any good foul out of this life« Trap. 'tH9< 

-'"^ place. 



^Mi Ut &^di iwik «o fobour in his T^tiisa JSelds^ Eph. it. 
1 2.^ *' He gave foiAd apofUeS) fo^eie prophets^ and fi>me evangel 
'*^ V&&% and femt paAdrs and teachers, for the peite£ting of 
** rtie^ttflftS) for-tlic wwk of theminiftry,*' Amosiii. 7. 1 have 
ient ^nQry^/tAtntiTjFJ l^Ar fr^pheis. It is ufiial i^ith die apofflieft 
to |>i»cesthi6tirle lofa jerrant among their honoumry titled 
«h0' a pm&lie »oiich OAc^called ic» pr&brtfiem artifidum^ a for- 
idid arttficew Chrift had^ ilampt a great deal of dignity upon 
his ttiiia#^«> in retaining them f6r the neareO: femce to him*- 
ieiti 1 Con iy« -i^ *f Ldt a iiian fo acix>unt of as, as the mini- 
^ iters of Chrift^" tfecy are -workers together widi God: The 
Inssbandmsm tr^ks in ehe field amca^g his labourers,' and the 
-gv^at God difiiainetk net to work in, and with his poor fer^ 
iMfifts, m t4ie wi»4 4of thie fniniftry . 

11. Prop* The work about which hufbandmen employ their 
jenraiits in Aelield, i« toilfome and fpeuding, you fee they 
'^o^me hoRie it night as weary as they can draw their legs aftex 
them. .. 

Red&U B«t God'« worlunen have a .much harder ta(k than 
l|^y ; henee are they kt 4brth in fcripture by the bborious 0X9 
I Cor. ix^ 9» Rev. iv. y. Some derive the word ^uu^my deacon, 
fipom Mi««, winch fignifies daft, to Aew the laborioufnefs of 
iiidir emf^oyment, kboartng till even cfaoaked vsrith duft and 
iwt^st. *Tls f«d of Epaphroditus, Phil. ii. 13. *« That for the 
*< work rf Chrift he was fick, and nigh unto death ; not re- 
•" garding Ws life, to fupjjy thMcir lack of fervice.'* The apo- 
lMe% exj>rdffion5 Col. a. «*. is very emphatical, ** whereunto 
" I alfo labour, ftriving, according to his working ; whicTi 
^ w^beth in tne mightily.^ The word tiftrt^t^^fMfosy lignifies 
^udh fpending labour as puts a man into an agony; and blef- 
fed is that fervant, whom his Lord, when he cometh, fliaH 
&Klfo4oing« 

12. JPri)/. The immediate end of the hufbandman's labour, 
imd his fervants labour, is for the improvemeirt of his land, to 
make it mc^ ^onrifhing and fruitful. 

RteM^. The fcope and end of the miniftry is for the church's 
t)e!nelit arnd ad^anftage. They muft not lord it over G od's he* 
fttage, as ff |jje church ivere for them, and not they for the 
<hiir<>h} w)r?erve themfelves of it, but be the church's fer- 
vants 40r Jefiw fake, 2 Cor. iv. 6. The power they have received 
being &r edificatiop^ and not for deftraaidw, 2 Cor. x. 8. 
Chrift bath p^en riiem to the churches 5 their gifts, tlieir time, 
Iheir fteength, and all their minifterial talents, are not tleif 
own) bat tlK:-cbi»di% ftockirndtreafurc. 



13. Pr9p. The workmen that labour in thefieU« ue aocoiia^- 
table for their work to him that employed them. 

Reddit. Church'Officer^ are alfo accountable to God for d 
the fouls commitced to thenu They are fteward$ of the mj^ 
Itcries of Gpd, i Con iv. 1 . and ftewardg are accountable*. " We 
^* watch for your fouls (faith the appftle) as they that muft give 
<« an account," Hcb. xiii. 7. If thcfe fenrants be unfaithful im 
their work arid truft, the blood of fouls fliall be jrequiied at 
their hands, Ezek. iil* 17, i8* which are fuhnina^ n$n veriop 
(faith Erafmus) thunderbolts, rather than words* The guik of 
blood is the greateft guilt ; and of all bipod, the bkod of foub* 

14. Prop. Thofe Aat fpend their time and ftrength a^th^ 
dzjs, in manuring and plowing the fields, do maintain them* 
felves and their families by their labours j tbmr hands are fuA* 

.<ient for themfekes and theirs^ 

Reddit. <^ Even fo hath God ordained, tliat they wbi<^ 
*^ preach the gofpcl, (hould live of the go^)el," i Cor. 1x. 14, 
**. The workman is worthy of his meat," Mat. x. 10. 'Tis » 
fad thing, if thofe who break the bread of life to fouls, Ihould 
be fufFeredto want bread themfelves^ God would Hot have the 
mouth of an ox muzzled that treads out.the com, but have li* 
berty to eat as well as work: Yet if any pretender l» theminiftry 
be like the heifer that loves to tread out the com, fL €^) cares 
to do no work, but fuch as brings in prefent pay ^ he therein fuf* 
jiciently difcoyers his bea(i-Iike difpofition* MiniAers muft be 
faithful in their matter's work, and if men do not, God wiH 
reward them. For ^* he is not unrighteous to forget their 
** wprk, and labour of love," Hdb*vi. lo* 

1 5. Prop. It is a great trouble to hulbandmo* in a bufy dmo, 
to be put off from their labours by ftormy weather, whidi 
drives them out of the fields, and m^kes them let aljl lie, tiU it 
clear up again ; yet, mean while, they are not idle, but employ 
themfclves in home.- work, 

Reddiu Even fo in God*s hu^ndry, it is an unfpeakable af« 
fliftion to God's workmen to be rendered ufelefe and unfer* 
viceable to the churches, by thofe ftorms of trouble, which drive 
them from their public minifterial work, With what a heavy 
heart did Paul go ofFfrom his work at Ephefus, AAs 9. b 
fpends a minifter to preach, but more to befilent* 'Tis a loud 
fpeaking judgment,, when God fhall fay to them as to Ezekiel, 
** Son of man, I wijl make thy tongue cleave to the roof of thy 
'^ mouth, and thou Ihalt be dumb,'' Ezek. iii. a6. Such 
Clencing providences, fpeaking thundring language to gracipuf 
hearts \ yet, even then, the keepers of the yineyard have a pri? 
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fateiruieyard of tlieir own to look after, they have much borne- 
work, when no out-wwk. 

i6- Pr<^. Thcrie is a vaft difference betwixtthofe fields which 
have been well huftanded, and dreffed by a fkilf ul and diligent 
huibandman ; and thofe that have been long out of hufbandry. 
How fragrant is the one ? How dry and barren the other I 
when you pafs by a field well drefied and fenced, every thing 
profperous, and in exquifite order^ you may know, without far- 
ther enquiry, that a good huibandman lives there. 

Reddit. Thus (Unds the cafe betwixt thofe places which God 
hath blefled with a faithful pain!ful miniftry, and fuch as have 
Hone, or worfe than none : for as the hufbandman's coft and 
pains appear in the verdant, and fragrant hue of his fields ; lb 
a nunifter's pains and diligence are (ordinarily] feen in the hea* 
venly lives, and flourifliing graces of the people. The church- 
es ch Corinth andTheffalonica,wlftre Paul, and other holyin* 
ftruments, fpent much of their time and pains, became famou$ 
and flouriihing churches, 2 Cor. ix. 2. A fpecial bleffing cornea 
tdong with a godly minifter, to the place where fpecial provi-* 
dence aiGgns him. Such places, like Gideon'^s fleece, have the 
dew of heaven lying on them, whilil others round about are 
irf <ind barren. 

17. Pr(^. The hufbandman is not difcouraged, though the 
feed lie long under the clods; he knows it will fpring up at 
lafl, and reward him, or thofe that come after him, for their 
psuns and patience in waiting for it. 

ReddiU Minifters ihould not be prefently difcouraged in 
their work, becaufe they fee but little or no appearance of 
all the feed they have fown among the people. The '« fervant 
« of the Lord muft be patient towards all, waiting if at any 
« time God wiUgive them repentance/* 2 Tim. ii. 24>25. 
And if it never fpring up in his time, it may after his death \ 
andiffo, he (hall not fail of his reward, John iv. 36, 37. 
•* And he that reapeth, receiveth wages, and gathereth fruit 
•« urito life eternal, that both he that fowcth, and he that reap- 
<* eth, may rejoice together; and herein is that faying true, one 
*< foweth, and another reapeth." Though minifters die, yet 
theirwortk live ; yea, their words tgte hold of men when they 
are in the duft, Zech. i. 6. ■ 

18. Prop. Hufbandmen find lo4r grounds, and valleys, mod 
fertile; hills, how lofty foever th^y overtop the lower grounds, 
yet anfwer not the hufbandmah's pains, as the valleys do: 
thefe are beft watered and fecured from the fcorching heat of 
Ihe fun.* - • 
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Rei£u Experience (hews u«» tbat tbe huml^tft. £ant;9 stq 
moft fruitful under the gofpel ; « Thefe are. they that receive 
f« with meeknefe the ingraffed word," Jain. i. ^i^ whofe in- 
fluences abide in them, as the rain doth in the Igw valleys, 
Happy is that miniftcr, whofe lot falls in fuch a pleafant val» 
Icy. " Bleffcd are they that fow befide all fuch watersjt that 
^*, fepd forth thither the feet of the ox and the afs," Ifa, ^xxii. 
^o» among thefe valleys run the pleafant fprings., and purling 
brooks, which fertilize the neighbouring ground, lleavenly 
ordinances there, leave fruitful influence^. 

ip. Prop. The firft crop is ufually the beft, and the longer 
the uufbandmao tills his ground, the lefe it produces j after ^ 
few years its vigour and ftrength ia fpent. 

Reddit* The firft entertainment gf the gofpel i$ commonly 
the beft \ and what good is done by the miniftry is often donq 
at its firlt entrance. New things are pretty, and very taking. 
** John ^t firft was to the Jews a burning and fhining light| 
** and they were willing, [for a feafgn] to rejoice in his light, 
John V. 35. Paul was highly valued among the Galalians at 
firft ; fuch was theiir zeal, tnat they couid have plucked q\x% 
their eyes, and have given them to him ; but how quicUy cli4 
this full tide ebb again? For he complains^ Gal. iv, 15, 
^ " Where then is thebleiTednQft ye fpak« of ?'* 

20. Prop. Z-^/y, When fields prove barren, and will no^ 
, quit the .huft)andman's coft^ nor anfwer the feed he fows iq 
them, he plucks up the hedgeig, and lays it wafte- 

Reddit. So when churches grow formali and fruitlefs, the 
Lord removes his gofpel-prefence from them, plucks up thq ' 
tedge of his proteftign from about them, and lays them open, 
as wafte ground, to be over-run by their enemies. Jer. viL 1 ^^ 
<* Go to Shiloh, and fee what I aid untg it,^*' What is beconi^ 
of thofe once famous and flourifliing churches of Afia ? Arc 
they not laid wafte, and trodden down by infidel? ? And now 
go to, faith the great Huftjandmao* " I. will tell you w^hat \ 
" will do to mv vineyard ; I will puH up the hedge thereof^ 
*< and it ftiall oe laid wafte," Ifa. v. 5, 

Thu8 you fee the allegory opened in its particulars : froir^ 
the wh6le> I Ciall prefent you with thefe five enfuing CQrot- 
laries. 

Thefirfi Corollary. 

Ho'u) great then are the dignities ana privileges of the churn 
ches of Jefiis Chrifi 'whom he hath appropriated to* himfelf a^ov4 
all the people of the earthy to be his peculiar inheritance? The 
reftof thcworJdis a wafte wildemefs; all other place^^bow 
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^ea&nt fiiever^ in ttfycSt of their natural amenity and delightSy 
are truly enougb called the dark places of the earth $ difm^» 
fditary, cells^ where Ziim and lim^ Bitterns, Cormorants, and 
etcry doleful creature dwells. But the church is the paradife 
of the earth, a garden inclofedy Cant. iy. 12. in whofe hedges 
the gofi>eI birds chirp and fing melodiouily, Cant. ii. 12. Its 
beds are beds of fpices, Cant. vi. 2. and betwixt its pleafant 
banks, acryftal river of living water runs. Rev. xxii. i. the 
ftreams whereof make glad the city of God, in the midft where- 
of the Lord himfelf delights to walk. O Sion, with what 
pleafures doft thou abound ? If Bernard was fo raviihed with 
the ddights of his mmajkry^ becaufe of its green banks, and 
(hady bowers, and hef bs, and trees, and various obje^ to feed 
his eyes, and fragrant fmells, and fweet and various tunes of 
birds^ together widi the opportunities of devout contemplation^ 
that he cried out admiringly, lard I what delight doft thou 
provide^ eve^for the poor I Ilow much more ihbuld we be ra- 
viihed with Sion's glory ? For, beautiful for fituatim is mount 
Zion» Of whom it may much more truly be faid, what a * 
chronicler oiQUt own once faid of Enghnd, That it is the for- 
tunate iflasd, theparadife of pleafure, the garden of God, whofe 
valleys are like ]^den, whofe hills are as Lebanon, whofe fprings 
are as P!fgah| whofe rivers are as Jordan, whofe wall is the 0- 
cean, and yr^oic defence is the Lord Jehovah. Happy art 
thou, O Ifrad; whoi^ like unto thee ? Wha can count the 
privileges wherevvithrChrift hath invefted his churches ? O let 
it never feem a light thing in our eyes, that we grow within his 
bleiied inclofure. How fweet a promife is that, Exod. xix. 5. 
<' Yeihall be to me a peculiar treafure, above all people ; for 
*' all the earth is mine." 

ThefecondCotolhxj, 
Hence it follows. That fpiritual barrennefs is a great reproach 
and ihametoChtiftians. Shall God's hu(baiidry, which is plan- 
ted, watered, fenced, filled with favours and mercies, be like 
the barren heath in the de(art ? Surely it fhould be faid of eve- 
rv Ibul that growf here, as the hiftorian faith of Spain, that 
there is nihil infruRuBfunij nihil Jlerile ; nothing barren, or un- 
fruitful in if. God's vineyard is planted in a very fruitful hill» 
Ifa. V. I. *< And furely they that are planted in the houfe of 
^ the Lord, fhould flourifh in the courts of our God; they 
*^ fhould bring forth fruit, even in old age, to fhew that God 

* Speed's Chrotucle» 
Vol, VI, © 



*• is upright/^ Pfal. xcii.,13, 14. " They are cifcated inChrift 
« Jefus unto good works, which God hath ordained they 
« fliould walk in," Eph. ii. 10. "They are married unto 
" Chrift, that they might bring forth fruit to God," Rom. vii. 
4, An empty branch is a dilhonour to the root that bears it, 
a barren field to the hufbandnian that owns it ; God cannot 
endure that in his fields, which he fuffers in the wildemcfs. 
The third Corollary. 
If the church be God's hufbandry, then there is fuch a fpe- 
cial, gr?iciou8 prefence of the Lord in his churches, as is not to 
be found in all the world befide. Where may you expeft to 
find the hufbandman, but in his own fields ? There lies his 
bufinefs, and there he delights to be. And where may we ex- 
pe£l to find God, but in the aflemblies of his faints ? " He 
*^ walks among the golden candlefticks," Rev.'ii. i. I will 
walk among you, (faith he) and be your God, 1 Cof. vi. 1 6. 
Upon this account the church is called Jehovah Shammnh, the^ 
Lord is there, EzeL xlviii. tttt. You may fee this footfteps of 
God in the creatures, but the face of God is only to be feen ia 
his ordinances. Hence, Pfal. xxvii. 4. " David, longed for 
" the temple, that he might fee the beauty of the Lord." Now 
what is beauty, but a fymmetry and proportion of parts ? In the 
•works of creatiotiy you fee one attribute manifeftcd in one thing, 
and another in another thing : but in the fatiFlttary you may 
fee beauty,, even in all the attributes of God drfplayed there r 
And| indeed, we find in Scripture fuch aftonifliing expreiEons 
about the vifions of God in his church, that in reading them^. 
a man can fee little difference betwixt it and heaven ; for as the 
church is called heaven. Mat. xxv. i. fo itV defcription is like 
that of heaven. Heb. xii. 22, 23. *VYou are come to the hea- 
** vehly Jerufalem, and to an innumerable company of angels,'* 
6*c. An<i Rev. xxii. 4. " Tliey fliall fee his face, and his name 
•' (hall be written in their foreheads." And ver. 6. The faints 
are reprefented " ftanding nearer to the throne of God, than the 
** angelsthemfelves." Hence alfa ordinances are called gal- 
leries, in wbicli both faints and angels w^alk, beholding the 
glory of him that fits upon the throne. Zech. iii. 7. " If you 
' *< will keep my ways, I will gi^e you galleries to walk in, *• 
*< mong them that ftand by." 

The fourth Corollary. 
If the church be God's huibandry, then thofe that be em- 
ployed in miniftcrial work ought to be men of great judgment,, 
and experience in fonl-affairs j for thefe are the labourers whom 
*^Qd, the royllical Husbandman, employs, and intruds about 
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.lii$ fpiritoal husbandry. Should husbandmen employ igno- 
xant perfons, that neither underftand the rules, ncr proper f<ia- 
Ibns of husbandry ; how much would fuch workmen damnify 
and prejudice him ? He will not employ fuch to weed his fields, 
as know not wheat from tares ; or to prune his trees, that think 
midfummer as fit for thaj work as December : much lefs w^ll 
God. He qualifies all that he fends, with wifdom for their work. 
*' His workmen approve themfelves workmen indeed, fuch as 
^< need not be alhamed, rightly dividing the word of truth," 
2 Tim, ii. 15. As Bezaleel was furnilhed with v^rifdom, before 
he was employed in tabernacle-work 5 fo Chrift inftrufts his 
fervants, with (kill and infight, before they are employed in 
miniilerial work. He gives them a mouth and wifdom, Luke 
xxi. 15. endues them with power from on high; as Clirift was 
filled abundantly with the Spirit for his work, fo, according to 
proportion, are thofe that are fent by him. John xx. 2 1, 22. 
** As my Father hath fent me, fo fend I you." And as for 
thofe that run before they are fent, and underftand not the 
myfteries of the gofpel ; I (hall fay no more of them but 
this i " Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.*' 
Theffth Corollary. 
To conclude, If the church be God*s husbandry, that is, if 
husbandry have fo many refemblances of God*s works about the 
church in it J then how inexcufable is the ignorance of huf- 
bandmen in the things of God, who, befides the, word of the 
gofpel, have the teaching of the creatures ; and can hardly turn 
their hands to any part of their work, but the Spirit hints one 
fpiritual ufe or other from it to their foids ? How do the Scrip- 
tures abound with parables, and lively fimilitudfs taken from 
husbandry ? From tlie field, the feed, the plow, the barn, from 
threfliing and winnowing; fimilitudes alfofrom planting, graf- 
fing, and pruning of trees; and not a few from the ordering of 
cattle. So that to what bufinefs foever you turn your hands, 
in any part of your calling, ftill God me-3ts you with one hea- 
venly inftru£tion or other. But alas I How few are able to 
improve their civil employments to fuch excellent ends ! Thefc 
things are but briefly hinted in the Scriptures, and thofe hints 
fcattered up and down, that they know not where to find them ; 
and if they could, yet would it be difficult fo to methodize 
them, as it is neceflary they fliould be, in order to their due 
improvement by meditation. 

And therefore I judged it neceflary to collect and prepare 
theni for their ufe \ and in this manner to prefcnt them ta 
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youy as you find them in the Ibllowing diaptefv, R^^ 

fider, and apply; and the I^ord make po good huibaikdmeB 
for your own fouls. 



THE 

FIRST PART 

OF 

HUSBANDRY 

S P IRITUALIZED. 

C H A P L 

Upon the Induftry of the Husbandman. 

In the laborious hujhandman yeufie 

What all true Chriftians arty or ought tp beZ 

OBSERVATION. 

THE employment of the husbandman is by all acknow* 
ledged to be very laborious ; there.is a multiplicity of 
buiinefs incumbent on him. The >end of one work is but the 
beginning of another, every feafon of the year brii^gs its pro-^ 
per w«rk with it: fometimes you find him in his fields^ aref« 
^ng) plowing^ fowingy harrowing) weedingi or reaping i and 
fometimes in his harn^ threfhing or winnowing ; ibmetiinea 
in his orchard^ planting, graffing, or pruning, his tree$ \ and 
fometimes amottg his cattle ; fo that he hath no time to be 
idle. As he hath a multiplicity of bulinefs, fo every part of 
it is full (^ toil, and fpending labour : he eats not the bi:ead 
of idlenefs, but earns it before he eats it; and, as it were, dips 
it in his own fweat, whereby it becomes the fweeter to him. 
Though fin brought in the hufbandman's fweat, Gen. iii. 19* 
yet now not ^o fweat would increafe Jiis fin, Ezek. xvi^ 49. 
- APPLICAT ION, . 

behold here the life of a^ferious Chrifliatty (badowed forth 
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) -m^ Hfe. As tfce life cnEa husbandman^ fothe life of aC9ififti« 

an is no idle nor eafy life. They that take ap religion for •/letf 

tatwni and not for an occupatimy and thofe that place the bvfi- 

ndsof it in notions^ and idle fpeculations, in forms, geftmesp 

and ej^temal ol^ervancesi may think, and caU it fo : but fuch 

as devote tJbemfelves unto it, and make religion thdr bnfincb, 

will fin<i it no eafy work, to exercife themfelves to godlincft* 

Staiiy there are, xbat afie£i the reputation and fiiueet of it, who 

cannot endure the labour zsiifweat of it. It moi migbt be 

indulged to divide Aeir heart betwixt God and the vforM, or Id 

1 coU out Ae cheap and eafy duties of it, and neglcA the more 

ciifficnll^andcoftly ones, it were an eafy thing to bea ChriftiaB : 

I but furely to have a rdped to all God's commandments, to 

i live die life, as well as fp^Jc the language of a Chriftian $ to be' 

hfAy iaall manner oS converfatiooi is not fo eafy. This vrSl be 

evident, by comparing the life of a Chriftian, with the life of 

; a husbsmdman, in thefe five particulars; wherein it will ap- 

f pear, that the work of a Chriftian, is by much the hardeft work 

r of the two. 

I I. The husbandman hath much to do, many things to kok 

i 9Stex \ but the Chriftian more : if we refne^ the extenfiTencA 
i of his work, he hath a large field indeed to labour in, F£dm 
I fsix. 96. <^ Thy commandment is exceeding broad," of a vaft 
extent and latitude, comprizing not only a multitude of exter- 
nal zGtA and duties, and guiding the offices of the outward man 
about diem, but alfo takJTsg in every thought and motion of the 
f inner- man within its cpmpais. 

You find in the vrord, a world of work cut out for Chriftiatis ; 
latere is hearing-work, praying- work, reading, mediuting, and 
felf-examining-work } it puts him alfo upon a conftant watch 
over all the corruptions of his heart. Oh, what a world of work 
hath a Chriftian about him ? For of them he may fay, as the 
hiftorian doth of Hannibal, they are never quiet, whether con* 
; qtiering or conquered. How many weak, languiihing graces 
hath he to recover, improve, and strengthen ? There is a vreak 
faith, a languifhing love, dull andfaitit defires to be quickened, 
and invigorated. And when all this is done, what a multitude 
of work do his feveral relations cxafl; from him ? He hath a 
world of bufinefi incumbent on him, as a parent, phild, huf- 
band, wife, mafler, fervant, or friend, yea, not only to friends, 
but enemies. And, befides all this, how many difficult things 
are there to be borne and fuffercd for Chrift ? And yet God . 
will not allow his people to the negle£l: of any one of them : 
neither cad he be a Chriftian that hath not refpe& to every 
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command^ and i$ not holy i^i ail manner of converfation, P&lm 
cxtx. 6. 2 Pet. iii. ii. every one of thefe duties, like the feveral 
' fpokes in a wheel, come to bear, in the whole round of a 
Chriftian's converfation : fo that he hath more work upcm his 
hands than the hufbandman. 

2* The husbandman's work is confefledto be fpcnding workt 
but not like the Chriltians. What Auguftus faid of ^ young 
Roman, is verified in the true Chriftian, ^icquid vuk^ vatde 
vult. Whatfoever he doth in religion, he doth to purpofe. 
Under the law, God rejected the fnail and the afsi Lev. lu. 
.30. Exod. xiii. 13. And under the gofpel, he allows no flug- 
gi(h, lazy profeffor, i Tim. v. 11, 13. Sleepy duties are ut- 
terly unfuitable to the living God •, he will have die very fpirits 
diftilled and offered up to him in every duty, John iv. 24. he 
beflows upon his people the very fubftance and kernel of mer* 
cies, and will not accept from them the fhelis and ihadows ot 
duties \ not the (kin^ but the inwards, and the fat that cover* 
. eth the inwards, was required under the law, £xod. xxix. 30. 
And every facrifice under the gofpel, muft ht/acrificitmi niedtd-- 
latunh a facrifice .full of marrow ; obferve the manner in which 
their work is to be performed. 

Horn. xii. 1 1 . In ferving God, fervent in fpirit, or hifling hot. 
2 Pet. i. 10. In fecuring falvatibn, diligent; or doing it 
thoroughly, and enough. 

I Tim. iv. 7. In godlinefs, exercifing or dripping them- 
felves I as for a race. -. . 

Luke xiii. 24. In the purfuit of happinefs, ftriving even to. 
an agcny. 

Ads xxvi. 7. In prayer, ferving God inftantly; or in ^ a 
ftretched out manner 5 yea, pouring out their hearts before 
him, Pfalm Ixii. 8. as if the body were left like a dead corps 
upon the knees, whilft the fpirit is departed from it, and af- 
cended to God. This is the manner of his work : judge then 
how much harder this work is, than to fpend the fweat of the 
^row in manual labour. 

3. The husbandman finds his work as he left it, he can begin 
one day where he left the other ; but it is not fo with the Chri- 
ftian, a bad heart, and a bufy devil, diforder and fpoil his work 
every day. The Chriftian finds not his heart in the moaning, 
as he left it at night ; an<l even when he is about his work, how 
many fet-backs doth he meet with?- Satan ftandsat his right- 
; hand (the working hand) to refift him, 2Sech. iii^ i. when he 
would do good, evil (the evil of his own heart and nature) is 
• perfeat with him. 
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" 4. 'The IiU^amdman hath feme reiHng-days, when he throws 
afiide all hisurork^ and takes his recreation; but the Chrilliait 
hath no refting-day, till his dying-day ; and then he fhall reft' 
from his labours. Religion allows no idle dayt ** but requires 
♦< him to be always abounding in the work of the Lord," 
I Cor. xt. 1 8. When one duty is done, another calls for him ; 
the Lord's day is a day of reit to the husbandman, but no day 
jTn the week fo laborious to the Chriftian. O it is a fpending 
day to him» . When he hath gathered in the crop of one duty^ 
he is not to fit down fatisfied therewith, or fay as that rich 
'worldling did, Luke xii. 19. ^* Soul, take thine eafe, thou haft 
^ goods laid upfor many years ;" but mud to plow again^ and 
count it weU if the vinuge reach to the feed-time, Levit. 
xx¥i.'5. I mean, if the ifa-ength, influence, and comfort of one 
duty, hold out to another duty ; and that it may be fo, and 
there be no room left for idlenefs, God hath appointed ejacula- 
tory prayer, to fill up the intervals, betwixt ftated and the more 
folemn duties. Thefe are to keep in the fire, which kindled 
* the morning facrifice, to kindle the evening facrifice. Whon 
can the Chriftian fit down and fay, Nmv all my work is endedy 
I have toothing to do without doorsy or within ? ^ 

Laftfyj There is a time when the labour of the husbandman 
' is ended ^ old age and weaknefs takes him off from all employ- 
menti they can look only upon theic labourers, but cannot do a 
ftroke of work themfelves \ they can tell you what they did in 
their younger years, but now (fay they) we mufl leave itto youn- 
ger people: we cannot be young always-, but the Chriflian is 
never fuperannuated as to the work of religion ; yea, the longer 
he lives, the more his mafter experts from him. When he is 
full of days, God experts he fhould be full of fruits, Pfal xcii. 
14. .*^ They fhall bring forth fruit in old age, they fhall be fat 
«< and flourifhing." 

REFLECTIONS. 
' I . How hard have I laboured for the meat 
that perifheth ? Prevented the dawning of Theworlding^s 
the day, and laboured as in the very fire, and reflection. 
yet is thcChriftian's work harder than mine ? 
Surely, then, I never yet underflood the work of ChrifHanity.^ 
Alas, my fleepy prayers, and formal duties, even all that ever 
I performed in^ my life, never coil me that plains, that one hour 
at plow hath done. I have either wholly neglerted, or, at 
befl, fo lazily performed religious duties, that I may truly fay, 
I offer to God what cofl me nothing. Wo is me, poor wretch * 
How i? the judgment of Korah fpiritudly executed upon m 
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The eufik opened her moudi, and fwaUawed up kts Iiodf ; faiit 

k ha& opened its mouth and fwallowed up my heart, my time»> 

and all my afie&ious. How £sur am I from the kingdom of 

God! 

2. And how little bttter is my cafe) who 

Tbe fwma&jes have indeed profefled religion,, hot neiror 
reflexion. made it my bafinefe? Will an empty 

(though fplendid) profelfion fayeme? How. 
many brave (hips have periihed in th^ florms, notwi^iftandizig 
their fine names, the profperouf^ i^cfucce/syihA happy retumi 
A fine name could not prote£): them from the rocks, nor will it 
£ive me from hell. I have done by religion, as I ihould have 
done by the world ; prayed, as if I prayed not ; and heard, as. 
if I h^d nbt. I have given to God but the (hadow of duty, 
and can never expe<^ from him a real reward. 

n%, ^^^ni^n fnf^ 3 ' How unlike a Chriftian doft tb6n, 
Jkmt^^n"^ :^ ? "y. M go about thywc^k, 
•'^ •' "^ though upnght m the mam» yet how 

little zeal and aftivity doft thou exprefs in thy duties? awako 
love and zeal, feeft thou not the toil and pains men take for ^e^ 
world ? How do they prevent the dawnihg of the day ? And 
labour as in the very fire till night; and ^ this, for a trifle i 
Should not every drop of fweat which I fee trickle from their 
brows, fetch (as it were) a drop of blood from my heart ? who 
am thus convinced and reproved of fhameful lazineis^ by their 
indefatigable diligence. Do they pant afro: the duft of the 
earth? Ampsii. 7. And fhall I not pant after God, Pial.xlii. i. 
Ah, my foul, it was not wont to be fo with thee in the days 
of my firft prbfeffion. Should I have had no more communion 
with God in duties then, it would have broken my heart: I 
Ihould have been weary of my life. Is this a time for one to 
ftand idle, who ftands at the door of eternity ? What, npw 
^a(;k*handedY when fo near tamy everlafting reft, Rom. xiii. 
1 1 . or haft thou found the work of God ib unplea&nt to thee ? 
Prov.'iii. 17. or the trade of godlinefs fo unprofitable ? Pfal^ 
3tix. 12. Or knoweft thou not, that millions now in hell pe- 
riflied for want of ferious diligence in religion,^ Lukje xiii. 34* 
nor doth my diligence for ^ God, anfwer to that which Chrif^ 
hath done and fujFered, to purcbafe, my happitKfs : or to the 

5>rqparations he hath made in heaven for me ? Or ddl thoit 
orget that thy mafter'^ eye is always upon thee, whilft thou 
art lazying and loitering ? Or would the damned live at this 
rate as I do, if their day of grace niight be r^ailed I For (hamei 
''my foul> for ihame ! rouze up thyfelf, and fall to (by. WQrk> 



7%f Hedvinfy Ufe. of Eaittify^ Things, . 3| 
witlira diitgciice.anfweraUfe tc^.the wright dier«of ; for it isnd 
iKua*twork oxicerning thee, it is thy life. 
The P O E Mi 

When advanced in pow'r, 

Hnjbani cstty hour. 

Men ftrive with all their might, ' 

Finiz fwect delight. 

JVigtight befides that pay 

To cheer us in our way; 

Do the beft we can ? 

A^dfuch reward from man. 

if^^rky and not regard 

7b ^et a fmall reward ? 

Turn QngSf and loyter thus ? 

Their 2eal might quicken us ! 

HandSf and feet fo flow, 

Unt9 our buHnefs go t 

Then Ghrift's pay expeStf 

Chriftian's trork rejeft ? 

JIfi that embrace 

TjTnot, we both diigrace. 

They could thefc two divide, 

Pkafe them well, with Chriftto fide I 

May not, then it were 

Ceafe pleading, they'll not hear. 

From floth, my foul betake 

Work, no cavils make. 

Andtv] \ Saints fay that even, 

7<2^^i hath much of heaven. 

Their beft wine's kept till laft, 

E4Lfe conies all fo faft. 



Religion 
Will make yott 
Twill make 
And therein 
If there were 
Chrift^ves 
Should we not- 
For there's 
Shall others- 
Thciir ftrength ; 
Whilftwe 
Gtha? 
Why are our 
When we 
How can we 
And yet the 
if iJiis, then 
'Them both \ 
S<Mxreif 
TwouW 
But if they 
Asgood- 
Roufe up 
Thee to thy 
Oftrivc, 
Hie pain they 
Btit yet 
Hieir rtftt and 



CHAP. n. 

Upon the Tbri£ui}e(s of the Huibandman. 

The hardejl laJfrers are the thriving men • 
IfyoxCll have t hriving fouls y be afiive then. 

OBSERVATION. 

INdoftry and diligence is die way to thrive and grow rich in 
the wofldi TRie earth muft be manured, or its incrcafe 
is in vain espe&ed ; ^ifugii molam^fugit farinam ; He that 
rcfufes the mill, riefufes the meal, (faii the proverb.) " Hie 
V9i. Vl. E 
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^ diligent ibiil fliall be made fat.** Solomon hath two pmv^» 
concerning thfiftinefs and increafe in the worid. In Provi 
X. 4. he faith, *• The hand of die diligent maketh ridi." And 
in Ver. 22. he faith, " The blelSngofthe Lord maketh rich.** 
Thefe are not contradiBory^ but confirmatory each of other j^ 
one fpeaks^ of tht principal, the other of the infirununtal caufe. 
Diligence without God's hiefltng will not do it ; and that 
bleffing cannot be expefled without diligence ; th^efore huf- 
bandmen ply their bufine& with unwearied painsy they do 
even lodge in the midft of their labours as that good hufband 
Boaz did, tluth ii. 3. Thev are parjtmonimis of their time, but 
prodigal of their fweat and itrength, becaufe they find, diis tobe 
the thriving way. 

APPLICATION. 
As nature opens her creafures to none but the diligent, fe 
neither doth grace. He that will be rich, muft be a painful 
Chriftian \ and whofoever will clofely ply the trade c^ godli* 
nefs, ihall comfortably, and quickly nnd, " That in keeping 
<^ God's commands, there is great reward,'* Pfalm iix» 11. 
God is a ** bountiful rewarder of fuch as diligently feek him,** 
Heb. xi. 6. They muft not indeed work for wages, *^ nor yet 
will God fuffer their work to go unrewarded ; yea, it fufficicntly 
rewards itfelf, 1 Tim. vi. 6. And its reward is twofold 5 (1.) 
Prefent, and in part ; (2.) Future, and in full, Mafk x. 29^ 
30. Now in this time an hundred-fold, even from fufieringt 
which feems the moft unprofitable part of the work, and in the 
world to come life everlafting. If you alk what prefent advan- 
tage Chriftians have by their diligence ? I anfwer, a$ much 
and more than the hufbandman hath from all bis toils, and 
labours. Let us compare the particulars, and fee what the hus- 
bandman gets that the chriftian gets not alfo. Compare your 
gains, and you will quickly fee the odds. 

I. You get credit and refutation by your diligence 5 it is a 
commendation and honour to you, to be adive and ftirring 
men : But how much more honour doth God put upon his 
loborious fervants ? It is the higbeft honour of a creature, to be 
aftive and ufeful for its God. Saints are called vejfels of ho* 
miir, as they are fitted for the matter's ufe, 2 Tim. ii. 21. 
Wherein confifts die honour of angels but in this, that they 
are miniftr ihg fpirits, ferviceable creatures ? And allihe ap^ttes* 
gloried in the title of fervants. The loweft oi&ee in whi^h a 
man<:ah fcrve God, even that of Nethinim, or door-keeper, 

• N^n mcrcitHarlifid Qperariii. 



^arfaich^ras.itie loweft order dr rank of ofBcen in the !iou(e of 
G6d,:£2ek.jLliT. 10, 11. is yet preferred by David before the 

litnrice of the.greateft prince on earthy Pfalm Ixxxiv. 10^ It is 

' zu> imall honour to be a£li ve for <iod. 

2. You have this benefit by your labour* that thereby you^ 
avoid loofe and evil company, which would draw you uito 

4ni£chief. By diligence for God» the Chriftian alfo is fecured 
from temptation; << God is with themt while they are with 
^ him/' 2 Chron. xv. 2. Communion with God in the way of 

•^uty, 18 a great prefervative agatnft temptations. The fchol^ 
m^n put the queftion* how the angds and glorified (aints 

/become impeccant ? And refolve it S^us : That they are fe- 

: cured fro^i fin, by the beatifical vifion ; and fure I am that the 
▼ifions of God^ notCMiily in glory, but now alfo in duty, are 

..marvellous defences, againft fin ; and they who are moil adive 

'for God, have the fuUeft and cleareft vifions of God, John 

.xiv. 21. 

. 3. You have this benefit by your labour, that it tends much 
to the health of your bodies* The Chriftian hath this benefit 
by his labour, that it tends to a healthful ftate of foul ; *< The 
«« way of the Lord is ftrength to the upright,** Prov. x. 29. 
As thofe that folloin;^ their daily labours in the field, have muck, 
more health than citizens that live idly, or fcholars that live a 
fedentary life: So the adive Chriftian enjoys more fpiritual 
health, and is tcoubkd with fewer cpmplaints than others. 

4. By diligence in your civil employment^, you . preferve 
. your eftates, and are kept from running b^lnd-hand in the 

world. Bailiffs trouble not fuch mens doors ; they ufually 
have the forefoot of their neighbours. And by activity and 
diligence for God, fouls are kept from backfliding, and run- 
ning back in their graces and comforts. Remiflhefs and inter* . 
miffion in our .duties, are the firft ileps and degrees by which 
a foul declines and. waftes as to his fpiritual eftate. 

5. Your pains and diligence in the. fields, make your bed 
fweet to you at night, £cclef« v. 1.2. ,<< Reft is (Weet to a labour- 
♦• ing man,'whemer he eat little or much." But the diligent 
life of a Chriftian makes die clods of the valley, his grave, iweet 
unto him^ 2 Cor. i. 12. 2 Kings xx. 3. " Rcmembernow, O 
<* Lprd^ how I have walked before thee," i;c, Thinl; Cbrifti- 
an, how fweet it will be fpr thee, when thou comeft to die, to 
£iy then as thy Redeemer did, when near his d:atb, John xvii. 
4, 5. ** I have finiftied the work which ^hou gaveft me to do; 
^« and now, O Father^ glorify me with thine.own felf.?. 



eftates by par diligence and labour; but x^s^ are yosf .gaios 
' to the gains of Chriftians ? They cati get in an hoiir» thst idbidi 
they will not part with for all the gold aitd fihrer cmeiupdiy' 
'Prbv. iii. 14, . ^ 

So that comj^are Aefe Ikbouters, as to- att dieir adva9itagca» 
and you fhallfee, that there isnotmde like^that which the 
; diligent Ghriftian drives. 

R E F L E C T I O N ^. 

1 . Bluih then, O my fool,* at die ebnfidc* 

RefhFHtmi (Xfthe tation of thy lafinefrand 'floth» whidi is'at- 

Jhthful fiul. tended wk h fo^ m^y i^irkaah wants ! And 

cain I wonder at Btf wh^n-I Tcftfe the 

painful Way of duty, iii which- the precious fruits of ^odlbM^ 

are only to be found'? If the fruits ly upon the fuiface of duty» 

or could be had iMFith' wifliesi I ihould not wast, them; but io 

<lig deep and take pains I cannot. My defires, like thofe of the 

llothful niaQ) kill me, becatife my hands refufe to iaboiir, Frov. 

-xxi. 25. Ifcvery diity wefeto be rewarded prefentlywith.goid^ 

would I not have beien mdre aiTiduous in diem, than I have 

been ? And yet I know that a heart ftill of the.- grace and 

comfort of the Holy Ghoft, is better than a houfe 'full of gold 

-and filver. O what a compofition of ftupidity and floth am I ! 

I have been all for the fhort cut to comfort, when conftant 

experiience teachcth, that the iurtbcr way about, by painf«U 

^duty, is the nearer way to it* Wba^ pains do bufbandmen 

take ? What peril do feamen run for a little gain ? O iiuggifli 

heart ! wilt thou do nothing tot eternal tre'afures ? 

Secondly, If there be fuCh great reward attending ^IKgence 
in duty, then why art thou fo sipt, O my ftml, to- caft oiF 
duty, becaufethou findcft hot- prdcnt comfort in iti How 
'quickly am I difcouraged, if I prefently find iK>t what I expefl 
in. duty ? Whereas the well is deep, and much pains muft be 
taken to draw up thofe "waters tot joy, Ifa. xii. 3, There is 
a golden vein in the moijnt of dutyi but it lies deep 5 and be- 
caufel meet not with it- as fok>n as^ I cxpeft, my lazyhevt 
thrijws by tbe fliovel,- and <jries, dig 1 cahnot. 

• Thirdly % If this be indeed- ihe rich and tbriv- 

The vforUings ing. trade, why do I puddle aibout- the. poor,, 

' tefleSiidn. low things of the* World fomwch^ncgleftbig 

the rich trade of- gokHinefe for- it ?- O* ho^ 

•much of my time and ftrength have thcfe things d^tourcd ? 

Had I employed 'that tinse in cbmnguiiion w^ 6ed> would 

jt pot have turned to a bettm: account i Tbinkeftthou in ear* 
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xieft, O my fiml, dist GoA^kadi emkmeA thee ^inA fiickterel- 
lent facttkiesy capabU^ the moft diviae aod k^tmnanij: eoiploy* 
ments, or that Jefus Chrift halh &e4 bis in^alttaUe: precious, 
blood, or that heli^^f^tfcNrththe giomatis i^fdritof faoiiiic&y. 
and all this to fitmeafornoihigher iiortiobkr onployjncnts 
Am thefe ? 

Is ^his the end of ihy iH^onder&l creation ? .Dolh God whiri 
aliout the heavens in en<Sefs TeroiadonS) to beget time for this I 
Or doth he not rather €3^e£)^ that the-wcightieAivroEk Aould 
engrois diy greaieft ftrenglhy and . choicdt . Jiours ? < O. that I 
could once confider^ ^haca good Mafteri ChrjAiaus Usnct who 
will ndc cmly abnndantty reward ithem ^at «)igbt» hiit:brings 
them their food tnlo- tfaeifieids to.encQurage them. in their 
labour ! "What pity is k^ that, fo^good a Mailer >ftM9old be fo 
badly fenred as he hath been by mt ! Hark hpw he pleads to 
gain my heart: - 

The POEMj by way of Dialbgaefaetmxt Gbriftvid the 

World.. 

CHRIST. 

OWhy fo free of fwcat and time. 
For what ere lonff will aot be thine i 
Or if it might, thou fell'ft to lo&, 
A precious foul for lafling drofs. 
TlK^fe weary ^ands, and toiling brains. 
Might be employed for better gains. 
Wouldft thou but work aj.hard for me. 
As for the world, which cczmsxhct ; 
Thy gains ihall be a thoufand fold : 
' For my revenue's more than gold. 
WORLD. 
Spul, I have always found thee willing. 
Rather by mp to earn a ihilling. 
Than truft yncertain things which lye 
Beyond thee in eternity. 
Shall things unfeen now tempt thee ? TuQi^ 
A bird in bspid's worth two i*. th* bufli. 
I pay ttiy wages down in hand. 
This thou canft feel, taft^, underftand, 
P let not focli a vain pretence . . 
Prevail againft thy i^ery fenfe. 

. CHRIST. 
Thus b^afts are led,^ thus birds are ibar'd, 
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What t treft nofardier than you fee, 

Tou^ll truft a thief as hr as me. 

Deluded wretch ! Will nought ))Ut fight 

And fenfeoonTitice thee? Ohowrighty 

How juft is God ? whofe direful fcourge 

Such lurgumtots in hell fhall urge. 
WORLD. 

Chrift threatens wrat)i to come, but I 

Do threoten thee widi pover^. 

And why wilt thou thyfelf, and thoTe 

trbat are fo dear, to want earpofe ! 

Coniefee, the (aims, ferall their brags, 

How well they thrive, they^re cloath'd wiA rags- 
CHRIST. 

If my dear faints in rags do go, 

^is not religion cloaths them fo $ 

But by fuch wants the Lord prcpms 

Their fouls againft the ktUing fndres : . 

They all are heirs, dio' under age, 

£xpe£lant$oftheir^eritage: - 

Kept (hon for prefent, yet contemn . 

A charige with thofe that fcofFat them. * 

WORLD. 

It is in vain to plead, for I ^ 

With, prefent things charm ptrw^rfully 5 

Whatever thou ofFer'ft, they'ir defpife, 

I hold them prisoners by their eyes. 
CHRIST. 

If they will fcrvc no other Lord, 

Then let it ftand upon recbrd, 

Againft their fouls, thit they fefus'd 

My wages, and my grace abttsM. 

Uemember this when they (hall fee 

All tum'd to arfhes that's in thee. 
ANOTHER. 
TLTpNE ^ill deny but thofe are bleffed pains 
J^ Which are attended with the richeft gain(^ 
Grant this, and then moft clearly 'tis ihferr'd, 
Soul-work to all deferves to be prcferr'd. . 
This is an unknown trade : O who can count 
To what the gains of godlinefs amount ? 
For one poor ihilline, O what rifqucs fome run ? a 

Some toiling, as i'th' fire, from fon to iun. , < 
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Whereat one hour ipent with God biings in 
Such heav'nly tredifttresy that poor foiils have been 
£nrich'd for ever. Even as. you fee 
A prince's faTourite» upon the knee^ ' 
Can in an hour's time more wealth obtain^ 
Than all your lives by labour you can gain. 
Pray'r-gamsare great, and ^oick returns are madci 
Sure then the Chriftian drives the richeft trade. 
Tis true, the hypocrite that never drove 
A ferious trade for heav'n, may bankrupt prove : 
But holy fouls, which mind, and clofely ply 
Their bus'nefs, greatly arc enrich'd thereby \ 
The diff'rence 'twixt the one, smd t' other's, beft 
By fuch a fimile as this, expr^ft : 
As in a fummer's day you often fiee. 
The wanton butterfly, and painful bee ; , 

On fragrant flowers fix, whence one doth (Irive 
To bear his precious burden to the hive % 
The other's pains no profit with it brings. 
His time is fpent in painting of his win£S« 
When winter comes, the b^ (uith full (ui^Ues» 
The other creeps into an hole, and dies. 
Like difierent events {ball be betwixt 
The painful fidnt, and laty notionift. 

CHAR ffl. 

Upon the chearfulnefs of the Hnsbandmam 

The pkvfmanjings^ andiuhiftks^ though hejweat^ 
Shall Chriftiaru draoff becaufo their work is great? 

OBSERVATION. 

THOUGH the labours of husbandmen are very great, and 
toiliome, yet with what chearfulnefs do they go through 
them ? It is very delightful to hear the melody thev make, by 
whiftliag, as they follow the \Axm ; yea, the very horfes have 
their bell% which make a pleafant noife* Horfes (faith Mr. 
Tvhcr) wiU do m^e for a whijlle than a whip i and their bells 
do, as it were, gingle^way their irearinefs. I have been of- 
ten delighted with this country mufic, whereby they fweeten 
their bard labours with an innocent pleafure, and verify the 
frying of the poet'; 

Tmpuf in agrorum cultu cenfiimere d^lce ^. Ovid. 

Al^o' tl^ey pl6w from morning until night, 



46 ' Htt/Bknd^y SpirkuAHzHt^ (NTi 

Time fteals away with plcafure and delight* 
A PPL I C ATI on: 

BUT how mut:h greater caufc have the people of CJod to 
addrefs themfelves unto his work with A\ chearftJnefi 
ot fpirit ? And^ indeed, fo far as the heart is fpiritaal, it dc* 
lights in its duties. 'Tis true, the work of a Chriftian is pain^ 
fill, and tnikch more fpending, than the hufbandman's (as.was 
opened cbapi i.) but then it as much exceeds in theddtgbts and 
pleafurcs that attend it. What is the Chriftian's work, but 
' << with joy to draw water out of the wells of falyation ?** Ife 
xii. 3. Yo» may fee what a pleafant path the pathof dun^ is, 
by the chearfulhefs of thofc that have walked in them, PfeU 
cxis.'t4. ••! have rqoiced in the way of thy judgments, 
*< a« much as in all riches/* And by the promifes litat are 
made tofuch, Pfal. cxxxviii. 5. « Yea^ they fhall fing in thip 
w ways of"the Lord, for great is the glory of th<^ Lord;" And 
«gain, <* You fliair have a fong as in the. night, when an 
<* hxAj folemnity is kept, and'glidnefe of heart, as when on? 
«« goeth with a pipe, to come to the mounts^in of the l«ord, to 
^ the mighty one of Ifirael," Ife. xxx. 29; 

And, laftly,* by the many commands, whereby joy in the 
w^y of the Lord is made the duty of the fiints. ** Rejoice in 
«« the Lord, ye righteous, forpraifd is comely for the upright/' 
Pfal. xGvii. 12. " Rejoice, and again Ifay rejoice," Phil, iv* 4, 
where the command is.doubled, yea, nc^ only fimple rejoicing, 
but the higheft degreeof that duty comes within the command. 
Pfal. cxxxii. 9, i(^ *• Shout for joy^ all ye that arc upright in 
« ]ieart." And Luke vii. 22j 23. they that arc bid to leap for 
jojff when about the difficulteft part of their work. And that 
you may fee there is a fufjicient ground for itj and thatit is not 
like the mad mirth of finners, be pleafed tp confider, 

I. The nature of the work about which they arc employed t 
It is the moft excellent, and heavenly employment, that ever 
fouls were' acquainted with. 0' what a ravifhing, and delight- 
iul thing it is^, to Walk with God ! And yet by this^the whoJt 
ii^ork of a Chriftian 18 expreQed, Gen. xVii. i. Can any life 
compare with this,, for pleafure ? Can they be chill thatwalk in 
the fun-fhine ? Or fad, that abide in the"^ fountain of all de- 
lights i, and walk Avith him whofe name is the Godofiall com<- 
fort, 2 Cor. i. 3. ** In whofe prefence is the fulnefs of joy," 
Pfal. xvi. n. O what an angeHcal Kfe doth a Chriftian then ' 
live? 

Or, idfyf' If we confider the variety of fpiritual employ-- 
«nenta> f^arietas dcleSat* 4%^e of emi^oyiQaiC takes^ off 
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Ae teiloulhefs of labour. Variety of voices pleafes the<ear» 
Variety of colours delight tKt eye, the fame meat prepared fe* 
veral ways, pleafes the palate more, and dogs it left. Beit O 
the v^iety of choice difhes wherewith Gpd entertains his peo* 
^le in a Sabbath I as the word, prayer, Ihcramems^ c^c. Ih* lyiti. 
13. If thou call the Sabbath thy flights j or,'as Tronelliuft 
renders it, thy delicate things. « My foul (faith David) fliall 
«« be fatisfied, as with marrow and fatnefs>" Pfiilm Ixiii. 5. 

3d7y, Or Injily^ If we confider the fuitablenefs of diis work 
to a regencrateloul. Is it any pain for a birctio fly ? Or a fi(k 
to fwim? Is'^ eye tired with beatitiful objects? Or the eaf 
vrith melodious founds i As litde can a fplritual foul be wean* 
ed with fpiritualand heaVenlyexerci£es» Rom. viL 2Z^ ^ I dc« 
^ light in the law/ Of God after the inner man*'* CraPia non 
gravitnnt in eorufn hcVf (faith the philofopher) weighty 
things are not heavy in their own dement, pr cenl^r* AilA 
Itirel y God is' the center of all gracious fpirits. A faint can 
fit from morning to n^ght to hear difcourfes q[ the. Ipve and 
lovdinefs of Jefus Chriit. The fight of your thriving dpc]u> 
and flouriOiing fields^ cannot yield you that pleafure which ail 
upright foul can find in one quarter of an hour's communion. 
with God. « They that are aft^r the fleih, (faith jthe apoftlc, 
*< Horn, viii 5.) do mind the things of the fleih, and they that 
** are afterthe,Spirit^ the things of the Spirit." But dien look 
how much heavenly ohje As tranfcend earthly ones, and hov 
much the foul is mt>re capablok of delight in tnofe obje£ts, than 
the grofs and duller fenfes are in theirs j fo much doth the 
{>leafur^ ariiing from the duty excel aU feiUitive, delights on 
earth. . . , . 

REFLECTIONS. 
' How am tcaftand cotidemned by The carnal heartU, 
tjits, maylfay; who never favoured this refU&aru 
^iritual delight in lioly duties. When 
I am about my earthly employments, I can go on unwtati^Iy* 
from dayto day \ all the way is down-hill to my nature, . ^d 
die wheels of my afFe&ions being oiled with carnal delight* 
'run fo fail, th:}tthtey have need moft times of trigging. lierr 
I rather need the curb, than tl^e ibur. O how fle^ and nimble 
are my fpirits in thefe their purluits! but O wfaatt Aug am I 
iia religious duties ! iiire if my heart w^re renewed by gp^ace, 
Tfliouldddight in the law of God, Rom. vii* 25. All the 
•frbrld is alive in their ways, every creature enjoys his proper 
tieafure; and is there uo delight to^ be found lA the paths of 

Vot. VL J^' 
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hdlincfs ? Is godlinefs only a dry root, that bears no jdeaiaiflt 
fruits ? No, tio, there are doubtlejfs, incomparable pleafures to- 
|>C found therein \ but fuch a carnal heart as mine iavours diem 
bot. / ' 

I cannot fay but T have found delight in re- 
The hypocrites Hgious duties, but they have been only fuch ai^ 
tefle^ioh. rather fpring-from the oftentation of gifts 

aiid apphufes of men, than any fweet ^d re^ 
(gomtnunion I have had with God through them ; they have 
irather proved food, and fuel to my pride, than food to my foul- 
Like the nightingale, I can fmg fweetly, v^hcn I obfenre others 
tb liften to me, and be^ afFeSed with my mpfic. O falfe^ 
deceitful heart, fuch delight as this will end in howling I wwc 
hiy fpirit righx, it would as much delight in retirements for the 
enjoyment of God, as it doth in thofe duties that are moft ex- 
posed to the obfervation of mai^. Will fuch a fpring as this 
maintain a ftream of afFeftions, when carnal motives fail ? 
What wilt thpu anfwer, O my foul ! to that queftion ? Job 
xxvii. 9, 10. *« Will God hear his cry when trouble corner 
** upon him ? WHl be delight himfelf in the Alniighty f 
«< Will he always call upon God ?" What wilt thou reply tgt 
this queftion ? Deceive npt thoti thyfelf,.0 my foul i thou wilt 
doubdefs be eafily perfumed to let go that thou never delight-i- 
eft in, and, from an hypocrite in religion, quickly become ant 
apoftate from religion. 

Theuprhithfagt'i ^^^^ ^'^ ^^^^* ^^ "F^g^t l*^^ ^^^. 
.^^R'uM advantage to rouze up its delight in God» 

^^ * and thus it cxpoftulateth with itfelf: Doth 

the plowmtm fing amidft his dfudging labours, and Vbiftler 
away his wearinds in tb^ fields; apd fliall I dsoop amidft fuch 
heavenly emplovment ? O my foul, what wanteft thou here, 
to provoke thy delight ? If there be fuch an afFeftion as delight, 
m thee, methinks fiich an objefl: as the blcflcd face of God iii' 
ordinances, (hould excite it. Ah ! how would this ennoble 
ill nry fcrvices, and make them angel-like T how glad are 
Aofe Weffed creatures to be employed for God? No fooxjer , 
were they created, but they fang together, and l^outcd for joy, 
Jolx.xxxviii. 7. How did they fill the air with heavenly melo- 
dy, Whenfetit to bring the joyful tidings of a Saviour to the 
%x)rld ? Afcribing glory to God in the higheft, even to the 
kigheft of their powers ; yea, this delight would make all mj 
duties Chrift-like; and the nearer that pattern, the more ex** 
cellent : he delighted to do his Father's will, it was tp him 
meat and drink, Tfalm xl. 7. John iv. ji, 34. 
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Tei, ^ would not only "bincbk, but fatiiitate all tny duties, 
-and be \o me as wings to a bird in Sying, or fails to a ihip \^ 
irotion, Ntm tardat tmfla rota: oiled wheels run freely : 
<* Or ever I was a»rafe, my foul inadc ih^like tlie chariots oF 
^ Amina^b/* O what is the reafon(my God) my delight in 
thee ihould be fo little ? Is it not, became my unbelief is fo 
great ? Rouze up my delights, Otho« foitntain "of pleaAire I 
and let me fwim down the ftream of hply joy in duty, into the 
boundlefs ocean 6f thofe immenfe delights tnat are in thy pre- 
fence, and at tl^y right hand |6r eVerifiore. 

The P €>E M. r ^ 

QWhat a dull, defpondent heart is mitie! 
That takes no more delight in things divinit. 
1 all the creatures^ both in heav'n and earthf 
Enjoy their plea&ires, and are big with mirth. 
Angels and faints that are before the throne^ 
In extafies and raptures, ev'ry one . 
Perpetually is held jt each blefled fpirit 
TheT)ureft, higheft joys doth Acre inherit : 
*rii^ faints on earth, in tkeir imperfeft ftate» 
Thofe peierlefs jays, by ^aith do antedate. 
To nat'ral meii, who iairour not this pleafuref 
Yet bounteous nature doth unlock her treafure 
Of fenfitive delights ; yea, ftrange to teU, ' • ' 

Bold finners rant it all the. way to hdl. 
t-ike fifh that play in Jordan's filver ftreams 
So thefe in fenfual lufts, and never dream 
Of that dead fea to which die ftream doth tend, 
And to their pleafures puts a; fatal end. , 
Yea, birds, jand beails, as well as men enjoy 
Their innocent delights : thefe chirp, and play j 
The chearful birds among the brainches £ng. 
And make the neighboring groves with mufic ring : 
With various warbling notes they all incite 
Our raviih'd ears, with pleafure and del%ht. * 

The new-fallen lambs will, in a fun-lbine day. 
About their feecting dams jump up, and play. . 
Are ciftems fweet ? And is the fountain bitter ?' 
Or can the fun be dark^ when glow-worms glitter? . 

Have inftruments their fweet, melodious airs ? 
All creatures their delights, and faints not theirs ? 
Yea, theirs tranfcend thefe ienfual ones, as far 
As noon-d^y Phoebus doth a twinkling ftar« 
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Why droop I then, may any crcatur© hatic . • . * * r 

A life like mine for pleafure ? Who e'er gave * ^ 

The.likc encouragement that Chrift hath giv'n^ 

To 4q his wiU 9Q eartbi as 'ti$ m heaVn ? . 

chap; IV. 

r^ • - Updftthd due Quality of Arahleliand. 

Corn land rniijl neither h toofat^ tifr poor ; 
'The middle Jlatefuits iiejl with Chriftiansyfure* 

OBSERVATION. 

HUfl^andmen find^ by experience) that their arable lands 
may be drefled too much» as well as too little ; if the. 
over-ranki the feed fhoots up fo much into the flalk, that 
it feldom ears well ) and if too thm, and poor, it wants its due 
nutriment) and comes not to perfefiion . Therefore their care 
iSy to keep it inheart, but not to 4ver-dre{s or under-drefe it< 
The end of all their coft and pains ^bout it, i$ fruit j and there* . 
ibre reafon tells theih, that iuch a (late and temperament of it» 
BS beft fits it for fruit) is beft, both for it and them* 
APPLICATION. 
AND doth liot fpiritual experience teach Cbriftians that 

/ ^ a mediocrity, arid contpetency of the things of this life», 
beft tits them for the fruits of obedience, which is the end and 
excellency of their beings ? A man may be over-mercied, aa 
well as mtu^xQitA ; Rare ftmiant faliclhus arae^ the altara 
of the rich feldom fmoke. When our outward enjoymenta 
are by providence ihaped, and fitted to our condition, as a fuit 
is to the body, that fits clofe, and neat, neither too fhort, nor 
long; we cannot defire a better condition in this WorM. Thi& 
vras it that wife Ag^r requfted of God, Prov. xxx. 8, 9. " Give 
>* me neither poverty nor riches, but feed me with food con- 
*« venient for me, left I be full and deny thee, and fay who is 
^« the Lord ? Or left I be poor and fteal, and take tnq name 
*« of my God in vain." Againft both he prays Vyz/aZ/y, not ah^ 
fiinstely; that had been his fin ; but, comparatively, ^ndfub* 
miffively to the will of God. He had rather, if God fee it ^t, 
to avoid both of thefe extremes ; but whatwouldhehave then ? 
Why, food convenient* Or, according to the Hebrew, ^ive 
me my prey, or ftatute^bread ; which is a metaphor from birds 
which fly up and down to prey for their young, and what they 

get, they diftribute amEong thenv; they bring them enough tQ 
gjreferve their liveSy but not more than enou^ to lie moulder^ 
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ing in theneft* Such a proportion Agur defired, and the rea* 
{an why he defired it» is drawn from the danger of both ex*, 
tremes. lie meafured, like a wife Chriiliaa, the conTeniencr. 
pr inconveniency of his eftate in the world, by its fuitablene^ 
Qr unfuitableuefe to the end of his being \ which is the fervicCv 
of God*. He accounted the true excellency of his life to con<>^ 
011 in its reference and tendency to the ^lory of his God \ and 
he could not fee how a redundancy^ or too great a penury o£ 
earthly comforts could fit; him for diat ; but a middle eftate^' 
equally removed from both extremes^ beft fitted that end. And 
this was all that good Jacob, who was led by the fame fpirit,. 
lopked at, Gen. xxviii, 20'. " And J^cob vowed a vow, faying^ 
<< if God will be with Of>e, and keep me in the way that I go» 
*^ .and give me bread to eat, and raiment to put on, fo that I 
<' eome again to my father's hdufe in peace, then IhaU the Lord. , 
^.^ be my God." Poor Jacob, he deiires no great matters in 
the: world, food and raiment will fatisfy him ; ix^ fpiritual^ 
matters his defires are boundlefs, he is the moft greedy and un- 
satisfied man in the world, Hof* xii. 4. but in the x^atters o£ 
this life, if he can get from God but offam et aquanif, z morfei 
pf meat, and a mouthful of water, he will not envy thericheft. 
Croefus, or Cr^fiiis upon earth, Cibus et potus funt divitia. 
Chriftianorum ; meat and drink are the riches of Chriftians.. 
Divitiif fmt ad legem natura a»npejita^,paupertas^ faith Pom-. 
poniu« Atticus \ riches are fuch a poverty, or mediocrity, as, 
nath enoueh for nature!s ufes ; and fuch a (tate is beft accom-^ 
modated, both to the condition, and to the defires of a faint. 

1 . To his condition, for what is a faint but a ftranger and* 
pilgrim upon earth, a ¥nan,in a ftrange country travelling home- 
ward ? So David profefied himfelf, Pfalm cxix.. ig» <^ I am a 
^ ftranger ii;i thisi earth." And fo thofe worthies, wboarenour 
at home in heaven, .{ieb. xi. 13. they profefied themfelves to. 
be ftrangers and pilgrims upon earth, and to feek a country ^ a, 
viaticum contents a traveller, be will not incumber himfelf 
with fuperfiuous things, which would rather clog and tire, than, 
expedite and help him in his journey. 

2. It fuits belt with his defiies, I mean hi^ regular and advi- 
fed defires. For, / • 

I., A gracioiis foul eamefily defires a free condition in the 
world, he is fenfible; he hath much work to do, a race to run* 
and is loth to be clogged, or have his foot in the fnare of the 
cares or pleafurcs of this life. He knows that iulne& expofed 
to wantonnefs and irreligion, Deut. vi. i2. 'Hof. xiii. 6. It is 
.,^d|intbe ini4ft of ib many tempting objeds^to Jceep the gold- . 



€n bri<Hc' of moderation upon the afffeAions. Tht heart' dF i 
Chriftiart, Kfcc the moon, commonly fiiflfers an celipfe wben H 
is at the full, and thsit by the interpofition of the earths 

It was Solomon's fulnefs thatfdrcw out and tjiSbkcd his ^y 
Itts, and bii6ught him to fudi a lew ebb in fpirituals, tliat it! 
remains a qtoeftion with fomc, Whether he ever rfecottred it 
|o his dying day. As it is the mifefy of dte poor to bene-^ 
flexed cfif men, fo it is the mifery of the rich tb nt^eft God. 
Who tan be pooi'er than to have the world, and love k ? Or 
richer, than to enjoy but Kttle of it) and Hvc above it ? 
' And, on the other 6dc, extreme poverty is tto lefi etpofcit 
it> fin and d^ger, Ltv. vi. 2, 3, 4. As higb and lofty tr^es 
^e fubjeft to ftorms and tcmpdts, fo the lowcft Ihfubs to be 
terowfed on'by every beaft 5 and therefore a faint defir^s a jfuft 
icfpmpetency zs ^tjlttejii becatife the freeji ftate. 

t. A gracious perfon defires no more but a competency, be- 
cfaufe there is moft of God's love and care difcovercd in giving 
ill our daily bread, by a daily providence. It is betwixt fuch a 
Condition, and a fulnefs of creature-prbvifions in our land, as 
it was betwixt Egypt and Canaan j Egypt was watered with 
the foot from the river Nilus, and little of God was feen in 
iSiat mercy; but Canaan depended upon the dcws^and fcowers 
^f heaven ; and fo every fliowef of fain was a refrelhing fhower 
tcr their fouls, as well as bodies. Moft men that have a ftock 
<5f creature-comforts in their hands, look upon all as dotning in 
an ordinary, natural courfe, and fee very little of God in their 
mercies. Pope Adrian built a college at Louvain, and qaufed' 
-this infcriprion to be written in letters of gold on the gates 
thereof J Trajefliim piantavity Lottvanhtm rigaviti Citfat <fc- 
JHt ificrementiim ; (i. ^.^ Utrecht planted tfte, Lou vain, water- 
ed me, and Csefar gave the incrcafe. One to reprove bis folly 
^^ote underneath, Hie D^s nihii fecit : her^ God did nothing. 
Carnal men, they fow, and reap, and eat, and took no farther.. 

But now, when a man fees his mercies come in by the fpe- 
<5al and affidxious ^are of God for him, there is a double fweet- 
nefs in jthofe mercies ; the-natural fweetnefs Mrhich comeS frdm' 
the creature itfelf, every one, even the beads, can tatte that 
as well as thee ; but, befides that, therp is a ipiritual fweetnefs, 
fer exceeding the former, which none but a believer taftes ; 
and much of that conies from the manner in which he receives 
it, becaufe it comes (be it never fo cparfe or little) as a cove- 
liant-mercy to him. *< He hath given bread to them that fear 
*« him, he is ever mindful of his covenant," Pfal. cxi. 5'. Lu- 
her, ^0 made many a meal upon a- broiled hd:ring, Xvas wonr 



i^y, Mf7idu:(iti.j^ane hie vivamus^ annoj% hoc pukhr^ jkrcxtiyr -' 
in €0^ qncdpafcimur pane cum angelU et vit^ aUrna^ Chrifto it 
' focrarn^tis : i-et us be content with qoarfe fere here, tuve w^ 
, not the bread tiiat came down fropi heaven ? Do we not fec4 
with angels ? A pregnant iaftance of the fweetnefe of iiu;l| 
mercies, is givei;! us by a worthy divine ol our o\^, Mr. Ifaa^ 
Ambrofc^ * t.fpr cay own part (faith be) however the Lor 4 
^ hath £ben caufe to give me but a poor pittance of outwar4 

* thiagSi for which I Wefs his name> yet in the income thereof 

< I have many times obferved fo much of bis peculiar {)rovi« 

< dence, that tncreby they have been very much fweetencdf aa4 
^ my heart hath been raifed lo admire his grace. "When of 

< late under ah hard difpenfation (which I judge not meet to 

* mcntion^wherein 1 fufFered with inward pe^cc conlcicntiouflyjf 
« all ftrcams of wpnted fupplies being ftopt, the waters of relief 

* for myfelf and family did run low. I went to bed witti fom© 

* daggerings and doubtings of th? fountain's letting out itfctf 

< .for pui refre^ng ; but e'er I <Jid awake in the morning, a 

* letter was brought to my bed-fide, which was figncd by ^ 

* choice friend, Mr. Anthony Afli, which reported fomc un* * 
- f expected breakings out of God's gopdneis for my comfort; 

* Tncfe are fomc of his lines,; Your God> who hath givei^ 

* you an heart thankfully to record your experiences cf hi^ 

* goodnefs, doth renew experiences for your encouragement* 

* Now I ftiall report one which will raife your fpirit towardi^* 

* the God of your mercy, 6c/ Whereupon he fweetly con- 
ctades, * One morfel of God's provifion, (efpccially ii it come3 

< unexpefl:ed, and upon prayer, when wants are moft) will be 

< more fweet to a fpiritual rclifli, than all former full enjoys 

* ments were.* 

Many mercies com^ unaiked foY, and they require thank- 
fulnefs, but when mercies come in upon prayer, and as a re-. 
ium of prayer, their fweetneis more than doubles 5 for now it 
is both God's Wefling upon his own inftitution, and a feal fet 
to his promife atcmce, Pfal. Ixvi. 16) 17. Doubtlefs Hannah 
found more comfprt in her Samuel, and Rachel in her Naph* 
tali, the one beipg afked of God, and the other wreiUcd fg^ 
^itK God, (as their names import) than mothers ordinarily do 
in their childreh- 

R 5 FLEC TI O.N S. . 
* Do the pe<^le of God defirc only fo much TA? reflexion 
pf the creature as ma]^ fit them for the fer- of the deftgn^. 
vice of God?/ "What wretch thein am I that ing ifffocris^^ 
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lave defired only fo much of religion as may fit me to gain 
the creature ! A« God's people have fubjedted all their crea- 
ture-enjoyments to religion, fo oppofitely, O my fouJ, thou 
haft fubjeded religion to thy wordly mtereft and defigns, 
Inftead of eating and drinking to ferve God, I have ferved God 
that I might eat and drink ; yea, I have not only aded below 
religion, but belovr reafon alfo ; for reafon dictates plainly, 
that the means muft never be more excellent than the end* 
Wretch that I am, to make religion a flaveto my luft, a ftirrup 
to advancement, an artifice to carry on my carnal defigns ; 
yerily I have my reward i and this is all the good I am ever 
like to get by it. 

And no lefs fhould the worldling tremblet 
7*^ worldlings to confidcr how he hath caft off the duties irf 
reJkcHon* religion, made them ftand afide, and give 

place to the world.. Inftead of c'cSring fo 
ftiuch only as might make him ferviceable to God, he thrufts 
afide'the (ervice of God to get as much of the world as he caa^ 
who is fo far from making godlinefs the end of his creature* 
Comforts, that he rather looks upon it as an obftacle, and bin-, 
drance to them. May not the very heathens make me blufli i 
Could Ariftotle ddiver this as a true rule to pofterity, to make 
religion our firft, and chief care ? Could Ariftippus' fay, He 
would rather negle£i; bis means than bis mind I his farm than 
his foul ? Will the very Mahometans, how urgent foever their 
bufinefs be, lay it all afide five times in, the day to pray ? Yea, 
is it common to a proverb among the very Papifb, tnat mafs 
and meat hinders no man ; and yet I, that profefs myfelf a 
Chriftian, thruft out duty for every trifle 1 O wretched foul I 
how hath the god of this world blinded mine eyes ? Can tbc 
World indeed do that for me, that Chrift can do : Hath it ever 
proved ti;ue to them that trufted it,and doated on it ? Hath it 
not at laft turned them off, as men turn off a fumpter4iorfe 
at night, that hath been a drudge to carry their gold and filver 
for them all day, and at laft is tuhied out with an empty bellyf 
and a galled back ? O how righteous will that fentence a£ 
God be ? Go cry to the gods whom thou haft fervedi 

And may not many gracious hearts turn 
The gracious fouVs in upon thernfelves withftiame and forrow^ 
rejk^ion. * to confider how unfatisfied they have been 

in that condition, that others have preferred 
tind efteemed as the greateft of all outward mercies i I have 
indeed been fed with food convenient, btit not contented I 
'low bath fl^e heart beeiviorturcd from day to day with anxi* 
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o«$ Jtjheii^s, what I (kx'iiX eat and drink^ TOiA wheitmtil I arid 
4i»ine fii^n be -clothed ? I pretoid indised tKat I care but for a 
C0inp€tency of the wc»:ld^ bv^ fure I atn, my csHres ibout i% hano 
.beoEi tncoBvpetent. Com^ my diftruft&il eattMy beartj let me^ 
^fMrof)ouiid a few queftiens to tbee about this matter^ and anfw^r' ' 
truly to what I ifaall demand of thee. 

j^/^. I . Haift tlwa here a centinUihg city ? Art theu*^ 
homc^ or upon thy journey> that tbou art lb folicitous about the 
world ? Thy profelTion itideed {peaks Aee a (firangcrupon eart^ 
hot diy \coaverfation a home- dweUer. Erafmus faid he defired 
konours and riches no more than a weary horfe doth a heayy 
cloak4>ag. Wouldft thou not account hiin a fboidiat wouidh 
victual \m fliip a^ much x^ oxoH the channel to France^ as tf (be / 
were bound for the Eaft Indies ? Alas ! it will be but a little 
while, and then there will be no more ii^d of any of tfaefii 
thiiigs. It. is fad) that a foul which iUnds at tlie door ef eter- ^ 
iiity^ ifaduM be perplexing itfelf about food and raiment. 

^^« 2. Wiaich of all the faints haft thou known to be tilt; 

better for much of the world ? It bath been ibm^ mens utttfr 

--ruin. Seldom d<)th God fuffer men to be thtir own carver$^ 

but they cut their own fingers. **To give 'riches and pleafufe 

* td an evil man (faith ArMlotte) Is but to give wine tp one that 

* bath a fever.' Where there is no itf*ni, there is ufuaMy^ 
much wantonnefs. What a fad.ftefy is that of Pius Qm^itui^ % 
When I was in a low condition, (aid he, I had fome coitiforta- 
ble hopes of my Salvation ; buft when \ came to be a Cardinal^ 
I gready doubted of it : But fince t caoie to the Popeddmy t 
have no hope at all. Though this poor, undone wretch, fpake 
it out, and others Jkeep it in ^ yet, .doubtlefs, he hath n^any 
thoufand fellows in the world, thiU aiight &y as inueh, wottM 
they but fpeak the truth. ' . 

And even God's owij'pcc^, tboi^h the wofld bath not el- 
duded them out of l^eavem^ yet it hath jTorely dogged them in 
the way thither, ^f any that liave been very )wmble, holy, vA 
heavenly, in a low condition^ have fulFered a jad ebb in a fuU 
condition. What a cold blaii have they fek coming froDi die 
cares and delights of this life, to cbill bbth Uiek gracye^, and 
cpmfotts ! It had been wdl for fome of God's people, i£ tb€t ^ 
bad never known what profpferity meant. 

^eji. 3. Is liot this a lad fymptom «f adedk^ng ifta^lf 
ibul, to be fo hoty eagcti^and anjdouaabeutthe fuperflliaua' 
trifles of this life ? Tbinkeft thou, 6 my &ul ! thit <me wto 
walks in the views of ik^t glory above, aiid mtdiitaan^a ocii^ 

VoL.VJ. C j 
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•'Variation in heaven^ can be much taken widi thele vafiideff? 

'Do not the vifions of God veil the tempting fptendor of the 
creature I It vras the opinion of fome of the Schoolhien, that 
the reafon why Adam in paradife was not fenfiUe of fats na- 

"kedae^Sy ws» becaufe he was wholly taken up in converfing 
with God. But this i* certain, lively and fweet communion 
with Gody blunts and dulls the edge of the aiFc^kions to earth- 
ly things-; and q^nit thou be fatisiied, my foul^ with fucfa gains 

: as are attended with fuch fpiritual lofies i 

^eft. 4. To conclude, is it not djlhonoiirable to God, and 

\ a fwltification of the way erf' the world, for me, that prof&fs my- 

'feif a Chriftian, to be as eager after riches as of her men ? 
•< After all thefe things do the nations feek," Matth. vi. 32. 

• If I had no Father in heaven, nor promife in the world, it were 
; another mattct \ but Bnce my heavenly Father knows what I 

have need of, and hiath charged, me to be careful in nothing, 
but only to tell him my wants, Pbil.iv*. 6. how unbecoming 
a thing is it in rac to live and sQl as I have done \ Let me 
hencetbrth learn 1^ meafure, and dftimate my condition, rather 
.by it&,uMubie(& to God, than its content and eafe to my flefh*. 

': ',:: ' The ,P OEM. 

IF fruit and (mice be, ' indeed, the end 
To which my being and redem-ption tend,. 

• Keafon concludes, than Ihtc^ of all the reft, 
; Which is moft ferviceable, to be bcft. 

And fuch a ftate experience flicws to lie 

• ^fwixt fulnefs, and a pinching poverty. 

' This golden mean is worth a golden' mine / 

• He t4iae4»ath thi&, fhotFld be a(bam'^d to whine. 
The full-fed Chriftian, like the ox T th* ftal ly 

-fe nto way fe to- Work, or plow withal. 
'And penury, like" Pharaoh's leaner kme^ ^ 

I>evours the fatteft portion* of our thne- 

• *rhat man with whom this earthly pieafiire's found, • ^ - 
Or in whofe heart thofe anxious cares abound \ 

A%i^ yet can walk by fcripture^rule, and linej 
\Willneed,a b^er head and heart than mine y 

A fingle ftaff the traveller may find, • 
' Of ufe ^lid fervicc ; but if you ftvouldbind 

A bumile of them to his back, they'll make 

Him ikck bis pace, and cry my ffioulders akev^ 
*i aini^ a-tra^elleri this world's my way, ■ * . 

A fingle ftaff may be of jxtc to ftay - - • 
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My feeble body, if it do not crack 

By too hard leaning on if ; but my back 

W\\\ bear no more : Alas ! I foon fliall tire, - 

And more than one I cannot well defire. . 

Lord, to prefcribe to thee becomes me not, - 

I rather do fiibmit noto my ht i ' 

But yet let condefcendlng grace admit 

Thy fenraot's ibit this once, ^d this is it ; 

The ftafF of bread convenient kt me have, . 

And manage it dtfcreetly ; fo, 'twill fave 

Thy feeble iervant^om die Mire and dirt^ 

But more or lefe than thismay 60 liie hurt. ' - 

Or if thou fayj thy fcrvant ijiall have hone, "^ 

Ilicn ftreagthen faith, that i may ^ alone. 

» , ■• , .* 

C H A p. V. 

Upon the Improvement of bad Ground. 

Spent barren landyou^an reflere^ and nourijb; 
Decayed Chrijiians Cad can caiife toJlguriflK 

OBSERVATION. 
^XTHere land isfpetit out by tillage, or for wantof manur* 
W ing, the care&l huifaandman hath many ways to re- 
cover, and bring it ia heart agaitu He lets it lie fallow, %cy give * 
it reft, and time ta recover itielf': carries out his fand, lime, 
irad coQipoft, to reffefh and quicken it again ; and in pafture 
and meadow ground, will walh it (if poffible) v^rith a current of 
water, or tht float of the. ways after a fall of rain, which is to 
the earth as a fpring of new blood to a confumpttve body. Me 
cuts down, and kills the weeds that fuck it out, and caufes them 
to make reftkution of wfa^ they have purloined from it by rot«- 
ting upon the place where they grew. As careful are they to 
recover it, when it ts (pent, as an honeft phyfician is of his pa* 
tient tna kngui&ing condition ; for helcnows his field will be * 
as grateful t6 him, and fully requite his care and cofl. 
A P P LI C AT ION, 

AS man's, fo God's husbandry is fometimes but of cafi^ 
not by yielding too many crops, but toofew. The m^- . 
^cal hutbandman hathfome fields, (Imean particular focietieis 
and pcrfons, who were once fragrant, and fruitful, like a field) 
which God had bleffed, but are now decayed, and grown bar- 
ircnj whofe gleanings formerly were more than their vintrge 
BOW 5 the tilings thit are in them arc ready to die, Rcv>. iii. ^^; 
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It is poffiblcyyea, too common for gracioufi foufs to be rcAattM 

to a very low ebb, both of graces andcbUHforts; how low I 

will not lay; Ouc Briti(b divines tell us, thatgnce sideod 

cannot be totally intermitted, nor finally loft ; but duare itaff 

be an omiifion of tbe ^Qy though not an omiffion of 'the bcahit : 

The z£t may be perverted, though the faith cannot be &hrert* 

ed \ it may> be (halcen in, thought no^ ft^* 

Hvw far true grMe ken out : Its frails may f aU> buJ it« fitp. lies 

in a believer may hid in the root.' They, dem^it the tD&.<rf 

faH. the kingdom, but lofe it' not efeAivtqif^ 

«he tSd&. of juftific^daon may^be &%«e4sdi 

but the ftate of the jn^ifteci cannot be diflbked."*! 

Certain it is, ono that, like Baul, hath been^ wrappod up^wttk 
. joy, even to the thifd heavens, aiid ciiedr, <^'I:am. mor^ tb^n a 
*• conqueror, who (hall feparate me from the love of Chtift ?" 
may at another time ly mourning, a& it th* gates of death, cry-* 
ing, << O .i^retched man that I am, who ihall deliver me from 
« the body of this death ?" One that hath walked in fweet 
communion with God, funning hinifelf in the light of hi$ cotm- 
tenance, may afterwards " walk in darkncfs, and feB noiight,** 
Ifa. 1. lo. He. that hath, caft anchor within *e veil, and rod^ 
ftcurely vti the peaceful harbour c^ aflurance^ may feem to feel 
Ills anaior of hope come home ^o him, and go a^drift isita.lii^ 
flormy ocean again, crying, with the dkirch, Lanu iii. i& 
« My: hope is. periflied from: th© Lord." Hjs calte ^d dear 
air may be over-caft and cteuded, yea, filled witb ftofme aii4 
tempefts, l^htnings and thunders ; hi» graces, like ufiderr 
ground fltk-vs^er^ ia &e winter, may alldifappestr, and hide th/cir 
Beautiful heads* ' , 

To God he miay fay, I am caft out of thy fight: I bicMr 
thou canft do. much, but wilt thou fliiew> wonders to the daadl 

To the promifes he may fay, you. are fweet thingi ihicked^ 
but \«rhat have I to dp with you ? Lcould once, indeed, r^joiqe 
4n you, as my portion \ bi^t now I doubt t grafped a (hadovirt & 
fancy, inftcad of you, , 

Ho faints ht n>ay fay, turn away from ma, labour not to com- 
fort me, O do notfp^l your precious oiiitiment of ceniblaiion 
upon my head^ fbr what have I to*do witlk cOmfoit ?> To far- 
mer experiences^ he may fary in his hate, you are all liafs. To 

"* Gratia nee tofaliter interviittitur nee Ji^afiter a^fniftiturx Ac* 
fus omitfitur, habitus no^ amittitur^ Adio pervert itur^ fides non 
f4hvertitur% Ccncutitor^ non eicc4ttit0rt Difluit frn^us^ latet fue^ 
aus. Jus ad" regnum amiitnnt dtmeritMe^ mnjffeiiivex Bffpe'* 
Hs jajiificaiioms fufpenditur^ afifiatus jiijtificati uq» diffolvitur^ 
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I ibaU heboid thi:e noi more* Ta Sai^tfi be wAf i^jy Q> mmo 

ti^l^^b^QVflCfoflfi^. TodutUf and tfr<&/?yf<7r/ be may 
£v^, Wb^i^ U ^e fwef^efe I on«e found in jou^ 'Tbtt'^nr 
onqcCw^e^mnifithiMK idic bQBQy-Gomks \m vKm ast tajl^en 
k&i(«^tbQwbi^eo£a]iQgg^ Qiftdrefaipffl cfaylorcdcbaag^l 

. Su| ^U God liiftte bv» ppor areature9. hcl^S^f m liicb « 
o^as ijbis? Sb^U th^is le^l^fiiUi^tbeir bfaoch^s witiner, tbcic 
l^fK^W ti^tb«ir b^tt dep^t ? Will h^ fee tb«ir ff»iccs»iainfri 
jttig^ 1^ hf^ Sa^piiigt tb^ nrwi crcg|u« pMiliii& |hctbing|| 
that are in tbem re^dy to die), and wU b^ ii9t regsurd i( i Xe3» 
y(Q% << tb^td ifif bcfi^ q£ ^ trecr ifit bfr eqt dawm and tbe root 
A( tbimrf waj^ old in lb« eartbi. yet by tbe fceni ojF water it ^tll 
.^ \mA% mi Ving fo^ bc^g^ like ^plam/' Jobodv. 8f 9^ 
.Tbi9. pool declined faul> SM M s^it iit» a^ tbe gate». (rf hell» 
mny ip«j|^:up-itfelf at 1^ and fay to Satan,.tbat ftaad^ trtumphr . 
ing o«Qr btm^ /< R^ice. Qot. oyer mOi, Q ininoeaeBa>y, fctt* 
.<< liiovgb I.faU) ycttfbiUi^if^ >. tbougb Ifitia dacbne&«.tbc 
<<• l^ifd: fltfdl bf a^ UgHt:i|«tb mti!' Micab vii. 8* He may raiic 
up himfelf upon his bed of laiiguiihing for all tbis'^ and fay to 
GoA^ *<Tbw^tb9n'baftcbaftiiedme^fore» yet baft thou no( 
<^ gi^naie oyer untQ deaib." Hpmaytttm about to. tbe 
•ftims then bave moHrm^ for bin^; and with a lightfomei coun^ 
jtSMfVie^ Ay> *^ I ihaU qot, die) but livey and declare the works 
f^ of tbe XiOkI." He may £ay to. tbe promifut Yx)u are the 
ticjuc ^d fajibful iayinga cjf God. Mly unbelief did^bely you4 
\ faid ii% nfy bajfte you wejre li^f but I ^t my word«t \ am a- 
dftiamed.of my^lolly. Surely^ Q foul,. therein yetbope in tbix^ 
xiiA^ tbw 9PAyeilbe^rc}lb?rjBdi Pf?lf wii* 3« thou mayeft'yetrt- 
OMrer dikyrw^d^^> and thy dtew^ b« as the dew of herbs* Eort 

1. Is b<e not.tby fajtbor^ ^d> a:fatbei^ fuUof compaffions, and 
.bowel^i' Apdca^ ai fother; ftandbyr bia^ dyiog child,, fee bis 
&intinsg 6ts» heai^ bis melting ^oans, and pity begging looks, 
a»dnetfb4pbim>.<i^peciaUy haaring reftoratives by him, that 
am do-il ? Surely». ^ As.a fadier pitiqs his own cbildrai, ib 
<^ wiU AyrGod ^ tbec," Plal. o^m. 1^13. ** He will fpaifc 
>« these a^: a Fafb^r fpiurei^ his own fon diat fenres him,'' Mark 
iii« 17. Hack| how b^ bowels yem ! " I have fure^ heard 
.^ £phndm bempaning himfelf. Is not Ephraim my dear fon ? 
/< Is. h^not a p^a^nt child i For fined fpake a^inft him^ I dP 
M eameftly remember him ftill, I will furcly have mercy oi» 
<« biiny* Jer^.3U»i».2^ . . - 



\ 
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< 2. DoA lie not know thy life would be altogether lifelcfs t<^ 
him, if be ihottld not reitere thee ? What fervice art^ou fit 
to perform to him, in fuch a condition i « Thy days will toft* 
« fume like fmoke, whilft thy Heart is fmitten and wkhered 
« like graft," Pfal.di. 3, 4. Thy months will l>e months 
of vanity, they will fly away, and lee no good, Job vii.- 3. If 
he will but quicken thee again, then thou may eft call upon his 
name, PfaL hax, 18. but in a dead, and languiihing conditi: 
on, thou art no more fit fbr iany work of God, than a fick man 
18 for manual labours ; andfurely he hath not put thofe preci- 
ous and excellent grkrcs of his fpirit within thte for nothing; 
they were planted there for fruit and fervice, and therefore, 
doubtlefe, be will revive thee again. 

3. Yea, doft ibou not think he fees thine inability to bear 
fuch a condition long ? He knows ** thy fpirit would foil be- 
« fore him, and the foul which he hath made ;" Ifa. Ivii. 16. 
David told him as much, in the like condition, Pfalm cxliii^ 
^, 8. *• Hear mfefpeedily,XX4xird, for my fpirit faileth; hide 
<< not thy face from me, left 1 be like unto thofe that go down 
<< into the pit:*' q. d'. Lord, make hafte, and recover my lan- 
guiihing foul ; otherwifc, whereas thou haft now a Jick child^ 
thou wilt fliordy have a deadchiid* » 

And^n'1iteT»awier Job expoftulated with him. Job vi. i, 
2/^3> i I f 1 2- " My grier4$ hpvier than the fand of the fea, my 
<« words are fwaJlowed up, mj^the arrows of the almighty are" 
*< within mej and the poifon t'hereof drinks up vciff fpirits: 
<« The tenors of God do fet* themfekfes in array againft me; 
« What is my ftreiigth that I fiibuld hope ? Is my ftrength the 
•< ftrength of ftohfes ? or are my bones of brafs P* So chap, 
vii. 12. "Ami afeayor a whale?" isc. Other troubles a man 
may, bttt this he cannot bear, Frov.'xviii* 14. and Aerefore^ 
doubtlefe, feafonable and gracious rcvivings will come, " He 
« will not ftir up all his wrath, for he remcmbcrs^thou art but 
** flefh, a windthatpaffeth away^ and cometh not again,'* PfaL 
Ixxviii. 38, 39. He hath ways enough to do it 5 if he do but un- 
veil his Mefled face, and makeit (hfne again lipon thee, thou 
artfaved, Pfah IxXx* 3. The manifeftations of his love, wiH 
be to thy foul,' as fhowers to the parched grafs; thy foul, that 
now dfoops, and hangs the vising, ihall then revive, and leap 
Tor joy, Ifa. Ixi. i ; a neiw face fliall come upon thy graces, 
they fnall bud again, and bloflbm aS a rofe. If he do but fenid 
« fpring of* auxiliary grace into thy foul, to etfltu^i^c the duH 

* Grace needs more gracc'to put to e&ercife^ . . — " 
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li^Uta <^ inhereut grace, the work ja dozie \ tbeu ibak thbu re- 
turn to thy firft works again. Rev. ii. 4, 5. and ,£ng| as in the 
days of thy youth* • ^ . 

REFLECTIONS. 
O this is my very cafe, faith many a poor Chriftian ) thua 
my foul languiihes and droops from day to day. It is good 
news, indeed, that God both can, and will reftore my foul ^ 

- bu^fad that I ihould fall into fuch a ilate^ haw unlike aip I to 
what I once was ! Surely, as the old men wept, when they iaw 
how fhort the fecond temple came of the glory of thefirit i fo 
may I fit down and vcep bitterly, to conlider how much my 
firft love, and firft duties* excelled the preient. For> " 

I . Is my heart fo much in heaven now, as 

« it was worn to be ? Say, O my ibul I doft thou. ^conviFlive 
not remember, when, like the beloved difciple, rtfU^iorin 
thou layeft in Jefys's bofom, how didft thou 
fw^ten communion with him i How reftlefs and impatient 
ivaft thou in his abience I divine withdrawraoits were to thee 
as the bell of hell \ what abWden was the wocid to me in thofis 

* days I Had it not been for co^^jciencc of my dutv, I couid have 

' been willing to let all life, that ccmimunion with Chrift might 
fuffer no inteiruption. When 1 awaked in the nighty how 
was the darkuds enlightened by the, heavi;nly gUmples of the 
cmmtenancQ of my -God upon me ? How did bis cpmpaay 
ihorten thoie hours, and beguile the tedioufiicfs of the night ? 
O my ibul, ipeak thy cxpeiietice, is it now as it was then ? No» 
no, ^fAt days are paft and gone, and thou become much a 
firanger to that heavenly life* Art thou able» with truth, to 

■ deny this charge I When occafionally I pafs by thofe places, 
which- were once to me as Jacob's Bethel to him ; I figh at the 

- remembrance of former pafiage^ betwixt m^ and heaven there i 
'9ji^ &y, with^Job, .chap. xxix. << Q th^ it were, with me. as in 
«< months paft, as in the days when God prefisrved me, when 

' ^ his candle ihined i^>on my head, i^hen by bis light I walked 
<< through dafknefs, when the Almighty was yet with mc, / 
^^ when I put on righteoufneis, and it doathed me, when my 
•< ^ory was frefc in me ! When I jremember thefe things my 
«< foul is poured out within me." 

' 2 . Is thy obedience to the commands of Chrift, and motions 
to duty, as free and cbearf ul ^ dbey were wont to be ? Call to 
4nind,-my foul, the times when tbou waft borne down the 
fb-cam of love to every duty. If the Spirit d^d bUt whifpcr ta 
thee, laying, Se^k my face^ lu)w did my fpuit echo to his 



VGod^^any "workfobe-^mic^ h^irteadily *4 0[6ffdr*(J?y 
iervkc ? Here am 1, Lord^ fend me. My foul me^^ tne litetiie 
chariots of Aminadab; teve oiled the wheels of my affeftions, 
"tiaA »*liis e^itiifidfidmems iwerc ^xiot grievoi*,*' t Johii v. 3. 
*fhH fttfiUt imf?« rWVf. There ^ere no fiicfh ^uatr^Uifigs wfth 
thetrottttnaotd, no fuch exoc&s, and ^ays^ as ctiere are^w. 
*Ko» ixich -was- my lov^toCfarift, atiddeHghtto do his wil]> th^t 
t'ocnild m> mbre^eep baek -myfelf fnom dnty^ tban^i «»an th<t 
is eanted afway in a crowd. 

*Or, laftly, -tcM we, O tny fori, doft th«iu temoan thyfelf, 
or grieve fetcnderfy for fin, and for grie^ng the holy Spirit ctf 
God, as thou waft woi«t to do ? When formerty I had Jalleti by 
the hantl df a temptattion, herw was I went to He in «e2irs at the 
Lbrd^fe^, UienK)aning myfelf f How didi haft^nto my clofet, 
and there cry, Bfce Ezra, chap. ix. -6. *< O my God, lam 
-«< afliomed, and Mulh to look up unto^ thee/' How did 1 
iigh aftid weep before him, and, like Ephraim, fmife upon mry 
thi^, faying, *< What haiNs I Ame f* All my foal ! how didit 
-thou work, ftrire, and cafft ^itotift how to recoYet thyfelf again ? 
*Hflift'thon foi^dtten how thou W^raldft fometim<^ look op and 
figh 4)itteriy r Ah ! what a Ood have I proiroked f what love 
and^oodnefshalre labufedf Sometimes look in, andwoep, 
Jiihl what motions did I withftatid ? what^ gdod fpirit hove I 
'leered? Ah! my foul, thou wottldlfl have abhorred thyfelf, 
' tbouxouMft-nevef We 4)orfle It, had thine heart b^en asih^d, 
and as relentless then as now ; if ever a poor foul bad ffei^a\ 
todiftitvt itfetfimo tearis for it&fa<l fdapfes, I have. 
j^/^A ^' ». But yet mo*m not, O my foul, as one with- 

JaM^^^ iMithopc. Remember, ^^Tliereia hope in Ifrael 
r^fi^tM^* « eoncaming thte thing." As low as thy <sni- 
i&itionis, ttisiiotdl6fperate,i€i^not>adifaftfetbatfeoi«iaaranedy; 
many a than, that hath been ftr^t^hed^utfor dead, hath revived 
again, and lived many a t:a«nfertable day in the world) many- a 
' tree "dirtt hath caft both leaf and fmit, by rh^ ikill of a prudeftt 
hoibandman^ hath recover^ again, and beenmadeboth^ourifli* 
ing andfrttitfal. Is it not^eafier, thinkeft thou, to rccoycra lan- 
guifhing man to health, than a dead man t^ life ? And yet this 
God did for me, Epb» ii* f . fo a^y thing too hard for the Lord ? 
«« Though my foul draw Aigh to the pit, and my life ta the de- 
^ ftroyer3, yet he can fend mre ar meffenger, oarsmong a thou- 
<^ fand, that ifaall declare to memy uprightnefs \ then ftalllwde* 
^ Uver me from^going down iii«o thepit, my Adh ihaDtie fireflicf 
^ than a child's, arid I fliajl return to the days of my youth," Job 



UXiii* %t. Though 1 fkxiii(h, andflftch of aiyYrvft too be 
gone, and I am a wjtheptng tree ; yetasiovig as the r<xit of the 
matter is in me> tl^ere b mere hople of focb a poor, diecayed^ 
'Withered tree> thaa of the hypocrite that wants Cbeh a root» in 
all his glory i^ad bra? ery * His ibn (hall fet« and narer 1^ agam ; 
bot I li/e ia expeftatioa of a fweet indroittg, after this dark 
night. 

Route Qpy.rbereToee, O iriy foal, fet thy (ai^ a#ork on 
Chriftforqaickediaggrai^, for he bath Jtfe in himfdf, and 
quickens whomfoever he will, John ^ii. 3-8^ Stir iif> that little 
which remains, Rev. iii. 2. baft thdn oat icda lively flsttfes pro* 
ceed from giimmeriog, and dying fparks, when tcarcFiilly col* 
lefled, and^ blown* up ? Get amolngft the iioft lively and 
qnickening Chriflians ; /* as iron (ballpens iron, (b ti^ill thefe 
" fet an edge upon thy doll ^fFediiods/' f rov. %itvii. 17. AAs 
svVu. 1 5. But, above a|l, cry mightUy^to the Lord for quicken- 
ing, be will not defpife thy ay. The teoans of a diflrefled 
child, work upon the bowels of a tender father. And be fure 
Xo keep within thy vieW tfae^great.thkigs of eternity, which are 
ready to be revealed ; live in the . belie vfng and ferious contem- 
plations of them,, and be dead if thoo canft. It is true, thoa 
haft rea(bn enough frotn thy condition, to be for ever htimbled^ 
but no reaioo at all fix>m thy Gcki, to be ia-tbe tedl^diTcou* 
raged. 

The P O E M. 

THOU art the fau(bandman, and I 
A worthlefs plot of husbandry, 
Whooi fpeciul.love did, ne'ertbelefs, 
Divide from nature's wilderneis. 
Tbi:n did the fen»(hine of tbyface^ 
And fweet illapfes of thy grace. 
Like April ffiow'i^, and w«Ktnin^ glettts^ 
Diftil its dews» refleft its beaa»s. 
My dead afieAions then were green, 
And hope&l budi 6b ihedi Wei'e (ben ; 
ThcLfe into duties foon were tQtn*d, 
la wb|di my heart wlth^ me tmirn'd. 
O hdcjyon days ! thrice happy flate I 
Each plaee was Bethel, heaven's gate. 
Wbat fweet Afanirfe, what beav'aly talk. 
Whim with ^ee I did da»y walk ! ) 

K|ine eyes o'eiflow, my heart doth fink) 
As dft aa^ •ibQ& days I think* 
. Vol. VI. . ii 



For AraBgeaefo BOW is got bet vce0 
; . My God aod me» as may be leea 

By what is dow, and what was tlieo f 
, *Tis juft as if i were two Bota. 

My fragvaot bcaocbes^blaAed be» 

Mp froits like tbofe that I can fee. 

Some canker-worm lies at my root, 
' 'Which- fedes my ieaveSt deftroys i»y fruit.. 

l^Iy &ul> is b^Bifli'd from diy figkr^ 

For this it mourneth day aiid otgbr. 

Tet whf doft thou defpooding lie i 
: With Jooah eaft a backward eye. 

Sure io thy God help may be had. 

There's precious balm 10 Gllcad. 

That God that made me fpriog at firH^ 
'" Wheo I was bafren aad accuril,. 

Can muck more ea£ly r^Hene 

My foul to wjias k wa» before. 

'Twas Hcmafi.% Jpb\ aad Davifk^fe^ 

Yet all recovesed were by grace; , 
I A wordy a fmile oo my poor foul^ 

Will make it perfelt fouQd aud' whole;^ 

A glaoGe of thioe bath Iboo difTolv'd ^ 

A foul io fin and grief iovolv'd. 

Lordj, if thou canft uot wx>rk» the cnse,. 
. X am coQteaikd to e&dure. 

, e H A P. VI. 
Fpon die io^urableoeis of (bme bad Grou0<£ 

Nofiillca^mendthemiry ground I and Jkre 
Somefoids the'gpfpel leaves as pqfi A cure. 

O: B S E R V A T r 6 l^v 

ALTHOUGH the induftryaod MI of the huft>aodi> 
mao can make fotae ground that was ufelefs and bad, 
gooa for tillage and paftore, and improve that which was bar- 
ren; and by bis coft and pains make one acre worth ten ; yei 
fbch is the hatuite' of ibme rocky or miry ground^ where the water 
ilands, and there is no way to deanfe it» that it can never be 
made fruitful. The hufbandman is fain to let it alone» as aot^ 
incurable pieoe of wafte or worthiefs ground ;. and though the 
6|n and doods (bed thdc inliuences on iti as wdl as. opoabeticr 
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laod, yet tkat'doth not at all meod it. Nay, the more ihowers : 
it receives, the worfe it proves. For thefe do no way (ecaa- 
date or improvr it; OQtbiDg thrives there, batworitikft fl:gs * 
ttd ra(bes, 

APPLICATION. 

MANY aUb» there are, lutder tfae'gorpel; vAio are givea 
over by Gcd to judicial Utadnefs, hardoefs of heart, a ' 
reprooate ieafe, and perpetual barresQefs; fo tliat how excel* 
lent foevcr the means are, which they enjoy, and how effica- * 
cions ibever to the converfion, edification, and iaivation of 
others; yet they (hall never do tbdr fouls good. Ezek. xivli. 
9, II. t' £very thing wbereibever the river comes Aall Gve, bat * 
*^ the miry places thereof, ac^ the marftes thereof ftall never 
'* be healed^ bat be given to fait ;*' (i. £.) given to wel obfli- 
nate and everiafling barrenaefs. Compare I>eBt. ix. 13. By : 
thefe waters,, faith the judidous f VLu Strongs nnderftand the. 
dofhine of fhe gofpel ; as Rev. xxi. 2. a river of water of life, 
clear as cryftal; Hiejluvius 4ft uherrima d$Qrmd Cbrifii, faith > 
Mr. Brightman. This river is the moft fruitful doftrioe of 
Chrift ; yet thefe waters do not heal the miry, mlrftiy places, 
(ut) men that live vnfrnitfuUy under ordinances, who are 
compared 10 miry, mar(hy plapes, in tbr^ re^cfts : 
• ( I.) la miry piaees the water hath not free paOage, bat - 
fiands, and fet4des -there. So it is with thefe barren fouls, there* 
fore the «poftie prays, that the goTpel may ron, and be glori* 
tied, 2 Thefl*. m. u The word is faid to run, when it meets 
ivithno fiop. Cum itiire prcpagatuTt when it is freely props* 
gated^ tad runs throagh the whole man ; when it me^ts with 
so Aop^ ekher in the mouth 4d the fpeaker, or hearts of the 
bearo-s, as it dath in thefe. 

(a.) In a miry place the earth and water is mixed together $ < 
this mixtore makes mire. So when the truths .of Qod do mix 
with, die corruptions of men, that they either hold feme truths, 
mnd jret live in their lufts % or elfe when men do make nfe of 
the truths of God to jdlify and plead for their fins. Or, 

(3;} When, as in a miry place the longer the water (lands ia 
it, the worfe it grows; fe the longer men abide under ofSJi-* 
nances, the aK>re fitthy and polluted they grow : Thefe are the, 
miry places that cannot be healed, their difeafe is incurable, 
defperate. 

O this is a fad cafe! and ]^et very co»mori ; many perfons 

♦ Spirittial barrcnneis. p. 8. 

.Ha 
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ase thus given cxter as incorrigible^ and<hopelefi» Re^; StS. tr»' 
•^^^ Lcr him that isfilAy be filihy ftill." J«r, vi. 29. «^ Reprobate 
'^ £il?er (hall men ealLthem^ for rhp. Lord hath reje^ed:thea.'*^ 
Ifa. v]« 10, II. *' Go make the heart of tb'is people fat, thdr iears* 
,** dall," be. 

Chrift execates, by the goipel, thatcnrle upon, naof f^nls, 
which, he denounced agaioft the fig-tree, Matrh* xxi. jp(> '' l^x 
*'" no fruit grow, on thee henceforth, foi; ever ; and iamediately : 
'*• the fig-tree withered away.*' To be given; op toifodi. a^con^'- 
dition, is a fearfnt judgment indeed; a cur/b wktva witsiefs ; ^. 
fnm ok all plagues^ mtiisriesy and judgmems, a.fatal:flroite at. the- 
rootitietf. I&is.a woe to. have a bad heart (iaithtmc): but it i&« 
the depth of woe to have a heart t>at never ftiall4>e siade better. ' 
To he barren «nder the gpfpd, ia a fore judgment, but to have 
t}!kzt perfinaxjierilitas^ a pertinacions bamenncftt tbis>is tabe^ 
twice- dead^ and plucked up by' the root, ss Jade.%aks. 

And to (hew yon the wofnl; andmiferabte ftate and plight* 
of: fuchmen, let the foHowiog. particulars be weighed; 

(1.) It is a flixjke at the fool itfelf^ anein^^ardipiritasal jodg* 
Wat; and by hpMr much the more inward/ and. fpintiial' bxtjl 
judgment is, by fo moch. the more dreltdful and temeniabic^* 
^8 foul-mercies are the befti of merpiea, (0 fonl4ndgmefiti| su^ 
the laddeil of all judgments; If it were but t^ teoiporai ftn>ke 
upon the body, thelofs of an eye^ an ear, ahaiKi» afoot, though- 
in/iticlf It would be a confideriible lofs» yet it ^tfere nothing, to* 
this. Omnia Deus dedit duptkia, £uth CfaryibAom, ipeak*- 
ing of bodilf members ; God h^th gtyeo men dbuUe meokwrs^* 
two eyes, if one be lo(V, the other f applies its wants.; two hands,^* 
two ears, twofeet^ that the failing ofi one may, be foppKedt 
by the help of the other ; animam vero un4un, but one (bti4 ; ift 
that |ieriSir, there is not another to fupply its lofs. <* The foul, 
*'' faith a * heathen, is the man, that wMch is feen, is. not the- 
^*, man." The apoiftle calfe ifcebody a vile body, Phil, iil. 21,' 
and fe. it is> compared with the foul ; and Daniel calls It the- 
Sheath, which is but a oontem.ptiUe tfaingio the fword which is> 
in it. O'it were far better that mapy bodies periih, than one 
fool ; that every meoiber were made theJeat and fubje^ of the« 
moft exquifite torture^ than fuch a Judgmei^ (bouldfall npoa< 
,the foul, 

(2.) It is the fcvereft ftroke God can inflift upon the fbuKin^ 
thislife^ 1^ give it up to batrenne(^$ beca»(e it. cuts olF all 
l)opeSj fruftrates all means, nothing can be a blef&ng to him. 
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If die CQme&firooi the dead, if angels flioohi deftoodfrom hea- 
Vffik to.preacfa to hnn^ there is no hope of him. If God fhut i»p 
ae]iiaa» ^hocaoopeni Jobxii. 14. As there Mras oooe fdao<t 
in beanea or earth that coald open the ieals of that book, Rev^^ 
V, 5^ lb m there op opeoiag hy the haod of the moA able and 
ikiitoi^tniat^ry, thofeieala of hardfiefsi bliodoefe and aobelie^, 
th^s imprcired npott the Spirit* Whom jnftice io ]ock» up-» 
mercy witi aeverlet oot. This is that which maks up the <ma» 
tbemoi. Mananatha; l Cor. iLvi 22. which is the dreadftiiteflf 
cmrfe ttLaU the bodk of God, accnrfed till the Lord come. 

(3.) It is the mofii indiroeraibte ftroke to themieivca that can; 
h^ and.b; that & mach the more defperate. fiefice there is 
i^d.tobfr poored oat jipoo them, the fpiril of flamber, Ifa. 
xxhi. iQ.^^ Th^ Locd hath poured om opoo you the fpi^it of' 
*f deep deep, aad hath do&d your eyes.*' MoDtanos ceader^ 
3t> The. Lord faath'miBglediiipo& you the fpivit of deepfleep.' 
Aiid, fi> it ia an aUttfioo^ to a ioponferoos medicioe miDglbd, and;^ 
made ni^.oia^ium^SL'od fuch-like (lapefadlive iDgredieDis^ which* 
oaiU^ mao tnroiiich^a deep, deep, that do whai you Vill to 
Mm, be, feeK he koawsic not. *^ Make their eyes heavy and' 
V their cars dtiU:; leftt they (hould fee, asd hear, and be coo-^ 
<< verted^" lik vi. 9, 10. This is. the heart that catioot repent, 
which 19 {pokeorof^ Rom« li. 5. Formeo are no« leofiUe at ail 
of tht& jttdgi&ei^,^ they do not in the leal> fuipc^t ir, and that 
is their mifery. Though they be carfed trees, which (hall ne* 
Vicr bear any fruk to life, yet many times they bear abuodauce 
of other fair aad pleafaot fruits to. the eye, cxceUeot gifts, aod^ 
rare eiidowmeots>; m^ the(e deceive and undo them. Mat*- 
«U..22. ** Wehav^ prophefied ifi thy name;" this makes the 
woBod ddperate^ that there is bo fiadiog of it, no prope ta 
fearch \t. 

(4.) Ic i& a Rxq\^ that: cuts off from the foul all the comfort 
aod'fwipetiieikof religioB. A mao may pray, hear, aod cooH;r, 
butaU thofe duties are dry (lalks to hioH which yield ao- meat,' 
&a fblid fuhftamial nutrimeut ; fonie commoo touches upon 
the afieAiooa he may fometimes find in duty, the melting voice 
or rfaeton^of the preacher ipiay perhaps (trike his natural aflRc- 
tions, as another tragial ftory pathetically- delivered may do ; 
bat to have any real communion with God in otdinancet, any! 
' Afeoveriea or Views of che beauty of the Lord in them, that he 
cannot hare; for thefe are the (peciat elTeAs and operations of 
the fpkUi wfaida ase always teOraioedw 

God hath fatd to &ch, as he did to them, G^n. vi. 3. " My 
;* SplritdiaU noioager^firiw wkb^them^'' and ibca nmhat foeet« 
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deft is tkete in ordiaaoces ? What is the word, feparafed frooi* 
the Spirit^ hoc a dead letter i It is the Spirit that qoickeas^ 
2 Cor. liL 1. Frteodi thou flanfl Imiow that the go(pei works 
not Uke a natural cati/e upoo thofe that hear it; tf (b, the ef«; 
feft wonld always follow, utAcb miraciiloiifly ftopt sod hiod^' 
red ; but it works like a morai inJIkuUd cat^^ whole cAcaqf 
and foccefs depends iipoo the arbitrary coocorrence of the Spt- 
fit with it. " The wind blows wher« it lifleth, fo ts every one 
'' that is bom of the Spirit," John iii. 8. ** Of his own will 
'* begat he vs by the word of troth." Ordioaoees areas the* 
pool of Bethetda, which had its healing virtue only m^en the 
^^mgifl moved the waters; but the Spirit never moves fitviogly 
" upon the waters of ordinances, for the healing of their bois,- 
how many yeara foever they lie by them, ^though others feel t . 
idivine power in them, yet tbey Chall tiot« As tfae men that 
travelled with Paul, when Chrift appeared to tiim from heaven^ 
they faw the light, bat heard not the iroioe which he heard to 
(atvation: So it is with thefe, ttiey fee the miotfta^ hear tbe^ 
words, which are wor4s of faivattoa to otiiers, but not (b to 
tbem. Cooceraing tliefe mHerable Ibofe, we may %h, and 
fay to ChriA, as Martha did concerning her biptber Lazaros: 
Lord, i^ thouiiadft been here, in this iormoni or ioithls prayer^ 
this foul had not remained dead. Bnt here is the woe that 
lies upon him, God is departed from the iiKans» and bodc caa 
help him. 

(;.) It is fiich a ftroke npon the Cpirtt of man, as Is a fiearfid 
lign of fais eternal reprobation. It is trne, we cannot poTitive- 
ly fay of a man in this life, he is a reprobate^ one diat God 
will never fl^ew mercy to; but yet there are4bme probable 
marks of it upon fottie men in tius world, and they are of a 
trembling conlideration wherever they appear; of which this. 
U one of the faddeft, t Cor. iv. 3. " if onr f^ofpelbe hid, it is 
*« hid to thole that are lo(V, in whom the God of this wprld 
'* hath blinded the minds of them that believe not; left the 
'* light of the glorious goipel of Chrift^ who is the image of 
*' God, Aould (htne unto them.** So A£ts xIK. 48. ** M ma<- 
** »y as were ordained unto eternal life believed* . Ye believe 
*^ not, becauie ye are not of my (heep,** John x. 26. And a* 
gain, Matth. xiii. 11.** To you it is given to know the myfteries 
^' of the kingdom, but to them it is not given.^ Tiiere can- 
not be a more dreadful charafter of a perfbn marked out for 
wrath, than to cootinae under the ordinances, as the rocks and 
miry places do under the natural ioflnences of heaven.^ What 
blciliid oppdrtuQiues had Judasi Jie was under Chxift*ao«m 
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fli^iiftry, he often heard the gradous words that proceaied out 
of his moath; he was day and aighi io bis compaoy, yet never 
the better ; and why ? Becaufe he was the fon pf pifi&tion, 
that is« a OMui appointed to deftrnfkion and wrath. 

(6b) And laftly, To add no ouMre. U is fiich a ftroke of 
Ciod opon the fovlts of men, as iauncdbtely fore-rnns bell and 
damnation, Heb. vi. 8. " Bat that which beaseth thorns and 
** briars is reje£>ed, and is nigh onto carfiog, whofe end is to 
'* be bnrnt." So that look as iome faints, in tlHS world, ha«e 
had a pretibation or foretafte of hoaven^ which the fcrtptnre caHn 
fie earmfi^ tbijpirit p fi> this is a precurfor of heU, a lign of 
Wrath at the door. We may fay of it, as it is faid of the pale 
horte in the Revelation, that hell follows it. *Mf a man abide 
** HOC in me, (faith Chrtft, John xv*6') he is caft forth as n 
•• branch, and withered ;" which is the very Hate of thefe bar* 
sen, curfed fouls.. And what folk^s.' Why, faith ht^ mea 
gather tbem, and caft them into the fire, and they are homed. 
1*6, this is the vengeance which the gofpel caecotes upon this 
barren groood. 

REFLECTIONS. 
^rt^£^..^.f^j^. »• Well then^ bleflfed be God that made 
r^ ^ ' me feel the faviog power of the gofpel. 0^ 
we^cmn. kt €k)d be exalted for ever for this mercy! 

flbat howdefeAive foever I am in common gifts, thongh I hmz 
a dull und^flandiog, a leaking aaemory, a flammering tongne; 
yet I have felt, and do feel the power of the go^i upon my 
iieart. I blefs thee (my God) that although 1 labour nnder mti> 
ny fpiritnal infirmtcies, yet I am not ikk of this iocnnri>le dii^ 
eafe. I have given thee indeed jufl cauie to iofiiA and execute 
Shis dreadful curfe upon me alfo, but thou haft not dealt with 
me after my defcrts, but according to the riches of thy mercy. 
tk>me little frmt i bring forth, and what it is, is by virtue of 
my union with Jefus Chrift, Rom. vii. 4. And this hath more 
in It as to my comfort, than all the glittering gifts and fpiendid 
performances of the moft glorious hypocrite can yield to himt 
tS I might have my choice (&ith one) 1 would chofe and prefer 
the moft defpicable and fordid wotkof a ruilic Chriftian, be* 
fore all the viAories of Alexander, and- triumphs of Caefar. 
Buffed thirefwe be the L^d^ 'luh^ hath abounded unto me in a^ 
^iritual ble£ings, in beavent;^ places in Chrift Jujus,' 

I cannot remember a iermoo as another can^ but blelTed be 
God that I am- able to favour tt, and fecLit ; that 1 have an 
heart to Iove» and a will to obey all that God dilcovers to be 
my duty. 
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•^fit ''^ **^^ ^ ordioaaccs, and glory ^q my ecterttal pri* 
• ^^-V ^»*^gc9» ^*^o ocvcr bear fpirhaal fruit uader 
rifetfioH. ^^^ , jf^ ^ ^^ i^fidcr my cooditiott, there is 
fWoiMtt of tremblings and mot pi^ ^glorying io thefe thiogs. It 
«Miy 4>t while 1 have bdeo gbl7iog in theoi* aad lifting up idy 
Jecnrertfeari upoa them, the lAxd hatk biseo feeredy blafliiig 
«)y "feol uoder them, aod iDfeufibly esiecutiiig this borriblc 
/cmfe.b^ihem. SfaaUIboiift» with CapenHaam, that /din Z^- 
,^uptoheaveHi fiuce I m^, ^th her, at laft be Caft down fo 
boM ? And if fo, Lord, ^hat a hell will my bcil be ! it wyi be 
More tolerable for Sodom and Gomorrah than for me. It drew 
lfear« (fom the «yes of Chrift» when he Was looking t^oo Jt- 
f K&lem, under the feme confidcration that i doubt I hive cank 
^10 look upon my own fou], Loke xix. 41. << He wept orer ft, 
^* fayta^g^ if thou hadA kno.«ro» even thou, at ieaft iO this thy 
^* 4$^, tbe things which belong to thy pe^e« but now tbcy 
V «re Ud from thine cgre^" So long have I been a faeiairer,.^ 
profeflor of the gofpel, fo many years I have enj<}yedr ks di(6ii- 
gttifhing ordinances, bdt have they not beeil ^ dry and empty 
t^ttgs to mfc; hath not the fpiritof formality a£led me in diem? 
Have Bot felf-ends and worldly reipefts lain at the bbttoti of 
tny bcft duties ? Have not ^y difcOttrfes^ in commuliioil Mriih 
ia'mts, been trade words, fpeaking what 1 have leartit^ btt not 
leit? Sad is ray coaditioa now, but it would be defperale and 
iffeoover^e, (honldft thou eKcctttfc this ccirfe upon me. 

3. A^d what may I thibkof my condttbnf 
Thekfifruii* Lord, I acknowledge my unprofirablenefs^ o^ 
ftd Chrifiian's der the oieMis, hath been fliapmefuL; and this 
ttsfk^im* hath mlade tidy cooditioA doubtful. I iiave often 

trembled for feati left my root had been blaftei 
% fueh a ctufe ; but if fo» whence is this tfemMiq; ? Wbea^ 
4faefe feats and £»rrows about k ? Doth fueh fruit gfpw in 
abai fell which thou haft curfed ? I am told but now, that on 
whom this judgment falls, to tb^m thou giveft an beart that 
cannot repent» Lord, 1 blefs thee for thefe evtdentes of free^ 
4om Irom the curfe ; for the frurts of fi»ir, forro#, and hoty 
jeaioufy. * The laws of men {pare for the fruits fatte» mA 
%ilt tlK^u npt {pare me aifo, my God^ if tber^ be feuodib tiie 
a blefiing in the bud, Ifiu Ixv. 8. 

4. To conclude, what n ferious refieflioa 
Tbeg^pei "(houid this ocCafioa In every difgeAfer of cht 

* The Koman laws defer punShiog a woman with childi Cbryfiu. 
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goFpel? How fhoBld be lay when, he gors to prt^hiir^s re* 
preach the gofpel» I aqi goii^ to preach that jfieElimt. 
word, which is to be a favour cfltfe or death 
to theft fouls s opoQ how maay of my poor hear€rs niay th6 
curie of perpetual barreaefs. be executed this day! O how 
ihould fuch a thought melt his heart ioto compaffioB over them^ 
and make him beg hard, and plead earoeftly with God for a 
better ifTue of the gofpel than this npon them,. 
The P O E M. '^ 
V O U that beffdei yoar pleafaat fruitfol fieldt, 
^ Have uielefs bogs, and rocky ground, that yields 
VoQ no advantage, nor doth qnit your coft, 
Bnt all your pains and charges on them's lofl : 
Hearken to me. Til teach you how to get 
More profit by them, than if they, were fee 
Ax higher rehts than what your tenants pay 
For yottf mJi fertile lards ; and here'» the way. 

Think when yon i4ew them, why the Lord hath chole 

Thefe, as the emblem to dedpher thde 

That under gpfpeNgraoe grow worfc and woffc ; 

For me^ns are fruitlefs when the Lord doth cnrfe* 
Sweet (bowers defcend, the fun his beams refle&s 
On both alike, but no!t with like elSTe^s. 
Obferve and fee how after the fweet Oiowera 
The gra6 and corn revive; the fimgirant flowers ^ 
Shoot forth their beanteons heads,* the vallies ii^^ 
AU frefh add green, , as in the verdant fpring. 
But j-ocks are barren fiill, and bogs are fo ; . 
Where nought but flags, and worthlefs rnflief grow. 
Upon theie mar(hy grounds there lies this curfe, . ' 

The viore rain falls, by fo much tmxt the worfe* 

Even fo the dews of grace, that fweedy fa)U 

f rom gofpel-douds, are not alike to aH* 

The g];acioss foul doth gerodnate iaod b«d| 
. But to the reprobate~it doth no good« 

He's like the wi{het*d fig-tree, void of fmit ; 

A fe^n-fttl curfe bath Tmote bis very root. 

The heart's made fat^ the eyes with blindneft ieal'd ^ 

The pierdi^'fl arudi& the gofpel e'^r reveard^ 

Shall be to him but as the lun and fain 

'Are tot>bdiirate rocks, fruitlefs and vain. 
Be this your medit»tion when y<»} walk 
By rocks and fenny-grooods, : thus learn to talk 

Vol. n. / I 
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With your own fools; and kt it make yoH fear 
Left thdt's yoar cafe that is deiaibed litre. 
This is the beft improvement you can make 
Of inch bad grotind ; good foul, I pray thee take 
Some pains about them ; though they barren be. 
Thou ieefl how they may yield fweet fruits to tbee. 

CHAP. VII. 

•Upon the plowing of Corn-land. 

7%e plcwman guides his plow with' care aridjkilh 
So doth the Spirit injound conviHim fitlL 

O B S ,E R V A T I O N. 

TT requires not only ftrength, but much (kill anil judgment,. 
•* to manage and guide the plow. The Hebrew word W^i 
v^hich we lanflatc to plow, fignlfies to be Vntenf, as an artificer 
is about fome curious piece of work. The plow mutt neither 
go too (hallow, nor too deep in the earth ; ft mull not indent 
the ground, by making crooked furrows, nor leap, and make 
baulks in good ground ; but be guided as to a ju(t depth of 
earth, fo to caft the furrow in a ftraight line, that the floor or 
furface of the field may be made plain j as it is Ifa. xxxviii. 25. 
And hence that expre({!on, Luke ix. 62. ** He that puts his 
'* hand to the plow, and looks back, is not fit for the kingdom 
*• of heaven." The meaning is, that as he that plpv^s rifluft 
have his eyes always forward, to guide and An€& his hand ia 
cafling the furrows ftraight and even; (for his hand wilt be 
quickly out when his eye is off;) fo be that heartily refolvea for 
heaven, muft addifl himfelf wholly and intently, to the bufi- 
nefs of religion^ and not have his mind entangled with the 
things of this world, which he hath left behind him ; whereby 
it appears, that the right management of the plow^equires as 
much (kill as ftrength. 

APPLICATION. 
•npHlS obfervation in nature, ferves excellently to (hadow 
•*• forth this propofition in divinity ; that the work of the 
Spirit in convincing and humbliog the heart of a finner, is a 
work wherein much of the wifdom, as well as power of God, 
is difcovered. The work of repentance, and faving contritir 
on^ is fet forth in icripture by this metaphor of piowiog*^ Jer* 

f C/oJ/fus Riet, Sacra, f. 300. 
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w#^.H<3f.X. 12. ** Plow up your fallow ground;*' that is, be 
coQ^rmoed^ boibblcdf aad broken-hearted for fio. And the rt* 
iefobiaace betwixt both thefe wor ks, appears m the following 
|>3rticalarsu 

(i.) It is a hard and difficult work to plow. It is reckoned one 
of the paiiifulleft manual labours; ic is alio a very hard thtog 
to GOavince <od humble the heart of a fecure, ftout, and proud 
finoer, iBduiate in wkkedoefs. What Luther faith of a dejec^ 
tedibfiU * That it is as eafy to raife the dead, as to comfort fuch 
^ a one.' The fame 1 may fay of the fecure, cooSdent (inner ; 
it is as ea(y to rend the rocks, as to work faving contrition upo& 
fodi a heart, Gtius ex pumice aquam : all the melting language, 
and earned intreaties of the goipel> cannot urge fuch a heart to 
filed a tear:* Therefore it is called a heart of ftooe, Ezck. xxxvi^ 
26. a firm rode, Amos vi« la. " Shall hories run upon the rock? 
** Will one plow there with oxen ^" Yet when the Lord comes 
in the power of his Spirit, thefe rocks do rend, and yield to the 
power of the word. , ' 

(i.) The plow pierces deep into the bofom.of the earth, 
makes (as it were) a deep ga(h, or wound, in the heart of it. 
So doth the Spirit upon the hearts of Tinners, he pierces their 
¥cry fouls by conviftion. Afts ii. 37. ** When they heard this 
" they were pricked, (or * pierced point blank) to the heart. 
^' Then the word divides the foul and fpirit/' Heb. iv. 12. It 
<XMDes upon the confcience wuh fuch piercing dilemmas^ and 
cilts the fword of conviAion fo deep into their fouls, that there 
is no ftanching the blood, no healing this wonnd, till Chrift 
bimfelf come, and undertake the cure. Haeret laieri lethalis 
arujtdo ; this barbed arrow cannot be pulled out of their hearts 
by any, but the hand that (hot it in. Dlfcourfe with fuch a 
Ibul about his troubles, and he will tell you, that all the (or- 
, rows that ever he had in this world, lofs of e(late, health, chil- 
dren, or whatever elfe,/9re but flea-bitiogs to this; this fwai- 
lows up all other troubles. See how that Chriilian Niobe, Luke 
V)i. 38. is diflblved into tears ; *' Now deep calleth unto deep 
** at the noife of his water^fpouts, when the waves and billows 
, *' of God go over the foul." Spiritual forrows are deep waters, 
in which the Aoutcft, and mod magnanimous fo^il would fii^k 
and drown, did not Jefus ChrifV, by a (eaet and. iuppor ting 
band, hold it i^p, and preferve it. 

(3.) The pjow rends the earth in parts and pieces, which be- 
fore was united, and makes tbofe parts hang loofe, which for- 

• I 2 
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merly bf clojfe. Thus doth the Spit ic of coBviAiQ^ tMi afiHN 
lier the heart, and its aofthelovcd lufls^ Joel ii. 13. "** Real your 
** hearts, asd sot yoor ganmeots:" That is, rat bar tbaa 
your garments ; vfor the feole is comparative, tboiigh the ex« 
pre^oQ be tteggtive. Aod this reating impUes fioe oaly acQte 

{>aia» 6e(h caooot be rent afooder wirhout apgoUh, aor yet only 
iarce and vioieece ; the heart is a ftubboro, aad knotty piece, 
and will Qot caHly yield ; but it alfo implies a difyaioo of parts 
jaaited: As wbeii a garQseot, or the earth, or aay contigiious 
body is rent, tbofe parts are feparated which fcM^qaerly cleaved 
logethec, Sia aod the ibal were glewed fafi together be£^re» 
there Was^ np partiag of tbem^ they would as ibpii pare wiUi 
.their lives, as with their lafts; bat oow when the heart is rcat 
from them truly, it is alio reat from them everfaiiUagly, Emk* . 
w« 15, to 19. 

(4. ) The plow taros np, aad diftovers focb thiogs as lay hid 
Iq the bofom ^ the earth before, aad were covered uader a fair 
greea furface, frooi the eyes of men. Thas when the Lord 
jplows Qp the heart of a iioaei* t^ convidicxi, «hea the (ecr)ets of 
.his heart are made maaifeft, 2 Cor< xiv. 24, 25. the aioft fecrec 
^od fiiameful fins will then out ; for *^ the word of God is quiet: 
.'^ and powerful, (harper than aay two«edge4 fwo#d> pierciag 
** even to the dividing of the fool aod fpirit, the joiou and 
" morrow, aqd \% a dKberaer of the thof^hts and fecret imeats 
*{ of the heart,*' Heb. iv.12^ It ouikcs the-fire burn inwardly, 
6) that the foul hath npreA till confelfiosi give a veat to troublf . 
«Faia would the (buffiiug fmner conceal aod hide bisihaiDe, biit. 
the word follows him through all his finful ^ifts, aad brings 
bim at lafl to be his own, both accuier, witnefs, aad judge. 

(f^) lE^e work of the plow is hot cf>us ordinakite^ a prepara* 

.1^ work bjorder to frait. Should the bulbandmaa plow his 

.ground ever fo ofteii, yet if the feed be not cad in, and qaickea- 

ed, in vain is the faarveft expetftcd. Thos coaviAioa aUb is bat 

a preparative to a, farther work apoo^ the Ibal of a fiaoer; if it 

/flick there, aod go ao farther, it proves but aa abortive, or 

untimely birth r. Many have goae thusiar, and there they have 

iluck ; they have been I&e a Betd plowed, but not fowed, which 

is a matter of trembling coa(|d^atipn ; for hereby their fia is 

: greatly aggravated, and their eternal ntifery fo much the more 

increafed. O when a poor dsiaaed creature ^U with horror 

refleA uponhiinfelf in hell. How near was 1 onoe, uoderfuch 

.« fermon, to converiion \ aiy fins were fet in order before fpe* aiy 

confcience awakened, and terrlBed me with the guilt of them ; 

^T purpoies »id fefolves I had thaa «o t9fa 10 Qod, which» 
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1»a4 di«]r beett {>erfle£bed by aofweraUe execttdons, f btd ncfcr 
ooip« t9 this place of tormeoi ; . bac there I ftiick, and t)iat vat' 
11^ enereai iiiid(NOg« Mao j foais iiave I koo wo io terrified with 
t)^ goiU of fio> .tbal they have coin^ roaring uoder honroM of 
coftfckoce to 4he ^eeflcher; fo that one wou)d thick fodi a bKach, 
had boea made betwixt them aod fia». as coAld o^ver be recoiH 
eiled,; »Bd yet as aogryas they were ki ifaac fit wkfa fio, thejr 
have hugged and embraced it agaia. 

ifi^)Xt, is beft plowing wbea the earth is prepared, and mollified 
by the /bowers of raio ; then the work goes on (weetiy and eafily^ 
and aever doth the heart b kindly melt, as whea d%e gCjfpcV- 
cioi0d$ ^yiolve, aod the free gi^ace, aod love of Jefus Chriit < 



\ IWe^y ftoweriag dowa apw it y ibca it relca^s, aad aMiraa 

\ :ia0eaiiouily» £zek.9ivi.^3. <« Thar thou mayefl reQieari)er, aad 

V be coafbttoded, aad aever op^a thy month any more, becaofe 

** of ahy fiiaa»» wbea I am pacified tdwards thee fer all chat 

' *' thou haft dooe." So it was^with that poor pcniteot. Lake 

f vii. ^. ujiea the Lord Jcfua had difcovered to .her the ibper'- 

[ abpuadiog riches of fait grace, in the pardoa of bef ataaifoid 

\ .abomiaatioos, her heart melted within her, (he wafiied tbe feet 

I pf Cbrift with teart. Aodiadeed» there is a$> much di06i<enoe 

• betwixt the- tears Which are, forced by tbe tenors of tbe law, 

r and thofe which are ^traded by tbe grace of the gofpel, as there 

, !is betwixt thofe of a coadeawed malef aAor, who w^p.$ to oap- 

fider the mifery he is under, and thole of a pardoned malefa^or, 

.that .receives his pardon at the foot of the ladder, and is 

^ mekcd by the mercy and clemency of bis gracious priaoe to- 

\- wards falm. 

[ (7.} The plow kills ^hdk rank weeds .which grow in the 
jfield, tarns them up by tbe roots, buries and sou them. So 
doth favtog coaviAioo kill fia at tbe root« makes the foul fic||. , 
.of it, begets iadigaatioa in the heart againft it, % Cor. viL 11^ 
The word 'A^r«itTii^if, there figaifies the rifiog of the ftomach^ 
and being aagry even 04s.to ficknefs; religious wrath is the 
I 4erceft wrath, now the fuul cannot endure fia, it tremUes at 
,it. '^ i find a woman more bitter thaa death." (faith peaiteat 
Solomon) Eccl. vii. 26. Convi^ioo, like a forfeit, makes the 
«- .foal to lothe wb^ it formerly loved, and delighted in. 

^ (8) That field is cot well plowed, wfaerei the plow jumps 
and (Ups ovecgood groaad, aad makes baulks^ it muA rua up 
^ the wtK)Ie field alike \^ and that heart is not favingty coavi^ed, 
wbere any luft is fpared» aad left amouched. Saving coavie- 
\ .tK>a extends itfelf to ail fins, not only to fin in geaersl, wiih 
ibis cold cwfeflJan, / ^ a Jimnn bat to -the paitipi^|<»f 
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fia, yea» to the particular circumftaQces and aggravatioDS cF 
time, place, nuaooer, occafions, tbusaud thus have i done; to 
the fio of Datore, as well as praAice : *' Behold 1 was ^pea 
** ia ioiquity/' Pfaiin IL 5. There tnuR he 00 baulking of any 
iin, the fpariog 6i ooe Cm, is a fure acgumeot thou art not tro- 
ly hainbled for aoy fin. So far is the convinced foul from a 
ilndioos cpoqealmeat of a beloved fin, that it weepe over that, 
more than over any other aflual fin. 

(9.) New ground u much, more eafily plowed, than that 
which by long lying ont of tillage is more confolidated, and 
<luog togfcther, by deep-rooted thorns, and brambles^ whi<A 
render it dlfEcuIt to the pUwman. This old ground is Uke an 
old finnefy that hath lain a long time hardening un(fer the 
means of grace. O the difficulty of convincing fuch a peilbnj 
lin hath got fuch rooting in his heart, he is fo habituated to the 
reproofs and calls of the word, that few fuch are wrought upon. 
How many young perfons are called to one obdurate, invet^ate 
finner i I do not {ay butGo^may call home focb a foul at the 
eleventh hour, but 1 may fay of tbefe, compared with others^ as 
Solomon fpeaks, EcclcC vii. ?8. " One man among a thoufand 
«* have I found,*' ifc. Few that have long refiftcd the gofpei^ 
that c^ome afterwards to feel the faviog efficacy thereof. 

RE F LECTIO N S. 
^h0 frfi^ rnh-n^rf^c '* ^ g*"^^^» ^^^ ^'^' ^° ^ admired ! that 

^ ' to plow up my hard and ftony heart 1 yea, 

mlne» when he hath left fo many of more tender, ingenuous^ 
fweet and meltiog tempers, without any culture or means of 
giace. O bieiTed gofpdi, heart-difTolving voice ! I have felt 
thine efficacy^ I have experienced thy divine and irrefiftible 
^ jpowtr ; thou art, indeed, (harper than any two^^dged fword, 
^and woondeft to the heart ; but thy wounds are the wounds 
of a friend: Ail the wounds thou had made ia my foul, 
were fo many doors opened to let in Chrift ; ail the bbws thoa 
gaveft my confcience, were but to beat c^ my foul from fin^ 
which I embraced, and had retained to my everlafiing ruin, 
hadft thou not fcparated them and me. O wife, and merciful 
phyfician i thou didft indeed bind me with cords of conviAion 
and forrow^ but ix was only to cut put that fiooe in my heart, 
whi^ had killed me if it bad cooUnned ^here.^ O how did I 
Aruggle and oppofe thee, as if thpu^hadft come with the fword 
of an enemy, rather than the lance, and probe of a (kilful aod 
tender-hearted phyfician ? BleQed be the day wherein my fia 
was difcovered and cmbitiered 1 happy ibrrows^ which pre- 
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fared for fodi niatchlefs joys \ O blefTcd hand, whicb mnied 
my fait waters into pleafant wioe 1 aad after maoy pangs, and 
jbrrows of foul, didft, at kngtb^ bring forth delimasce and 
peace. 

2. Bur, O wbnt a rock of adaiaa&t k -.. - j,^ , , 

this heart of mine r thai oever yet was ^X^ 

woQDded, and Javingly pierced for fin rtfuctwu 

by the terrors of the law, or melting voice of the go^I I leag 
have 1 fat under the word, but wben did 1 feel a relentiog pang f 
O my foul ! my Aopified ibnl \ thou haft got an antidote agatnft 
repentance/ but haft thou any againii hell \ ThoD caoft keep 
out the fenfe of fin now, but art thou able to keep out the 
terrors of the Lord hereafter ? If thou coddft torn a deaf ear ' 
to the fentcnce of Chrift in the day of }udgaient, as eafily as 
thou doft to the' increaties of Chrift in the day of grace, k were 
fomewhat; bat forelj there is no defence againft that. Ah f 
fool that I am/ to quench thefe convifHons, unle(s I knew how 
to quench thofe ftames they waru me of. 

3. And may not 1 challenge the firft place a- ^- mUcarr^mQ 
moug all the moutnef s in the world, who have f^^t^h^]^^^ 
all loft thofe copviftions which at feveral times ^ * re/uoim. 
came upon me under/the word ? I have been often awakebed 
by it, and filled with terrors and tremblings tinder h; but thofe 
troubles hav& fbon worn off again, and my heart (like water 
removed from the firb) reeuriied to its native coldtieft. Lord ! 
xx^at a difmal cafe am I in ! many conviAioos have I choaked^ 
and ftrangled, which, it may be, fhali never more be revived, 
until thou I evive them againft me in judgment. I have been ia 
pangs, and brought forth nothing hot wind ; my troubles have 
Wrought fio deliverance, neither have my lofts fallen before 
them ? My confclence, indeed, hath been fometimes fick with- 
fin, yea, fo fick as to vomit them up by an external, partial re^*^ 
iormation ; but then, with the dog, have I turned again to 
my vomit, and now I doubt I am given over to an heart that 
cannot repent. Oh that thefe travelling pai^gs could be quic* 
kened again I but ialas! they are cealed. I am like a prifbner 
efcaped, and again recovered, whom thejaylor loads with double 
irons. Sufely, O my foul ! if thy fpiritual troubles returo not 
again, they are but gone back to bring eternal troubles. It is 
with thee, O my (bul ! as with a man whofe bones havis beea 
broken, and nbt well fet ; who muft, (how terrible fbever it ap* 
pear to him) endure the pain of breaking and ietting them again» 

if ever he be made a found man. O that I might rather chuie 
to be the objcd of thy wopodiog mercy, ihau of thy fparing 



tirvdty I If thou plow not up mjr heart again by tioitlpiiikAio»^ 
I ktfow it mtift be reat ib pieces At laft by defperatioQ. 

The P OEM. . 

TH£ftE's AcUl in plo^^og, that the plowman knows^ 
For if too4haIlow, or too deep be gots, 
1 he ftei is either buried, or elfe may 
To rooks and daws become an eafy prey. 
Tbie» at a ^ii^ely emblem, fitly diay 
Defcribe ibe blefl^ Spirit's work and way : 
Whofe work on fools, with this doth fymbolize ; 
Betwixt them both, thus the refemblance lies. 
Souli ar« the foil, conviflion is the plow, 
CSod'^ workmen draw, the Spirit fhews them how. 
He guides the work, and in good ground, dothblefi 
Hii workmen's pains^ with fweet and fair fnccefs* 
The heart prepared, he fcatters in the feed, 
Which, in its feafcin, fprings, no fowl nor weed 
ftiall picft It up, or choak this fpriagtng corn, 
. •Till it b^ Hoirfed in ihe heavenly bam. 
Wheo thus the Spirit pkws up the fallow ground. 
When with fiich fruits his fervants work is crown'd ; . * 
I^et 7& die friedds of Cfarifl, and fouls fay now. 
As they pa£s by^ the Gelds, God /p00d the jpl$w. 
Sottieftsnes this plow, .thin (helfy ground doth turn. 
That little feed which fprings> the fun-beams burn. 
The f<^ uncovered lies, which fowls devour. 
Alas i their heart was tonch'd, but not with pow'r. 
The cares and pleafuies of this world have drown'd 
The feed^ before it peep'd above the ground. 
't Scoke fprings indeed^ the Scripture faith that fbme 
"* S>0 ta&e the powers of the world to come. 
Theie eCnbrio's never come to timely birth» 
Bttcaufe the ieed that's (own wants depth of earth. 
Turn up, O God, the bottom of my heart ; 
And, to the feed that's fown, do thou impart 
Thy choioeft blcffmg. Though I weep and Aioum ' 
Zb this wet feed-time, if I may return 
With Ihcaves of joy ; thcfe fully will reward 
My paias aod forrowa^ be they ne'er io hard. 



tU H^avifify Ufe tf Earibiy Ttiffgw ^3 

-•-■».• . '. . • • "• 

C HAP. VIII, 

Upon the Seed«>Corn, 

JThe choksfi wheat is fiiti rtftrv^dfor feti^ , 

But gractms principles are choice indeed. 

OBSERVATION. 

HUSBANDMI^N are very eyeful and carious adx>!it their 
feed-'cornv thait it may not only be clean and pui'e, but' 
thp peft and moft excellent of iu kind. Ifa. xxfiii. 25. ** He* 
** cafteth in the, principal wheat." If any be more fall and 
weighty than other, that is relbfired for feed;. It is ntbat-with^ 
bulbandmen to pick. and leaie their feed-com by hand, that 
they may Jeparaie the cockiel. and darnel, and all the lighter tod 
hollow grains from it, wherein they manifeft . their diicpetion t- 
for, 4iccording to Ae vigour and goodoefa of the feed^ the fruit 
and produ^lbion is like to be. 

- APPLICATION. 

'npHE choice, and principal feed^corn, with which the fields 

•1^ are fowed, after they are prepared for it; doth admini-* 
bly (hadow iforth thofe excellent principles of grace iafafed 
into the regenerate fool. Their agreement, as they ate both 
ieed, is obvious,. in the ten following par ticolars; and their' 
excellency above other principles in ieven more. . 

1. The earth at firft natnraHy brought forth corn, and etery '• 
feed yielding fruit, without human fnduftry; but iince tte 
curie, came upon tr, itmuft bepbwed and iowed, or no fruie 
can be exped:ed So man, .at firft, had all the prindpies el ho- 
linefs in his nature, but i|0# they moft be infnfed by regene- : 
r^on, or eMe his, nature is as v(^ of holmefti as the faArren ' 
nnd unfiled defai t is of «orn. « * 

2. The earlier the iced is fi>w8, the better itis rooted, and : 
enaUed to enduf^ the afperities of th^ winter; fi> when grace 
is early infnfed, when nature is iauAified in the bud, grace is ^ 
thereby exceedingly advantaged. It was Timothy's fingular 
advantage, that be knew the Scriptures of a child» . 

3. Fro(ls and foows conduce very much to the well-root- 
Ing of the feed, and makes it fpread, and take root much the . 
better. So do lanflified afflictions, ^wMch ufuaUy^ the pedpln 
of G^d meet with after their j$:aUing,t md itften in their very 
feed time, i Tfaefi. i. 6, «« And youv became, followers of us 
'^^and of theLordt having received the word* in much aflk- 
<< tion/- Bui if tim have fiur weather tfacn» to be fure they 

^ V0L.VI;;.. \ . \.; K ..:• -.-... -.^ 
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ftafl meet with weather bird enough afterwards. IM> x. 31. 
'^ Bat call to reoKiiibraace the fonner days* in which, after ye 
'* were illooiiaated, ye eadi|r«dag^eati^t ol affli^lions." 

4. When the iced is caft into the earth, it moft be owered 
up by the harrow, the nfe whereof* m hufbaadry, is not oolf 
to lay a plain floor (as they fpeak) bat to open, and kt in the 
com to the boibm of the earth, and there cover k op for its 
toiKtyt frbm birds, that woald devour it. Thas^ doth the nioft 
wife God provide for the fecarity of that graoe which be ai grft. 
dilKminaied tn she beauts, of his peopler Be is as wdl thc^ 
finjflier* as the author. oC their g^ace^ Heb. xii« 2. and of this 
tbey tUKf. be confident, chat he that hath begna a good work 
in thea^ will perform it nnto the day of Chrifi. The care of 
God Of er die graces df his peo^, is like the ooterti^of the 
(fodforibcnrtty. 

: 5« Sced-costi is in im own naiare of much more Tahie «id 
worth than other corn ; the ha(baodaiatt cafts 'uk the principal' 
wheat. So are the feeds of grace (own in therenewed £bnl, for 
il is called thwfitdof €o4j 1 John iii. 9. 7he divine naturey 2 RerJ 
i. 4. One dram of grace is far beyond all the glory of Uus 
utodd; it is more predons than gold which peritbes. i Pet. 
L 7. ** The price of it . is above robies, and all that tho« canft 
'^ defireisL not to be ooraparcd n^tk it," Prov* iii. 1 5* 

6. There is a great deal of: fpirit aad vigonr in a little feti^ ' 
thoagk k be 'fiDftllio bidkr yet it ia great in virtue aad eiBcaey. 
Gracioas haUu are aUb. vigosoos aorf ^Boaeions things. Such 
ia their eficacy riiat they overcome the world, r ^ha ▼. 4. 
** Wbatfocw hi b^n of God orercomefb 4fae world."* Thef 
totally alter and chaoge the perfon in whom tbey are. *' He 
*'. that perfcctttedas m ihnes |>aft, now preacheth the taids 
'* which he once defiroyed." They enable the foal to do aM 
fdfir great thtaigs far God, He*, 3d. 35, 34, 35. 

7« The flaik and ear ave potential^ and virtaaltf ia a finalt 
gcain of com. So are all the fruits- of obedtente which be* 
fievers afterwards brif% ifbrtb to God, wtoallytomained ti^ 
tbofe haUts or- (jbeds of grace. It is fhvage 10 confider, that ' 
fipom a imfiwrifai (whieh, asChrift finth, is theleaA of ^ feeds) 
ftonld^fow fticb great bnnctes^ that the birds of the air may ' 
batkl'iheir aefts m them. Surdly^'the heroical and famous a6ls 
and atcfaietements of the moft renowned believers ij^ag froos 
fmall begflinlogs at firft, to that earioenqr and gkiry. 

B. The fiaHifolaaft df ithe feed depends vpoft the fiin aoit 
rapv •faf!^wbich;4hey'ase'qui€lieMd, asis qpened largely in the 
a£3uchaptev. Aadthepriacifka of grace ians have as oe^ 



aflTsry a tiefyeadeoce opoa the affiftiog and excittBg graeeirith- 
Mt lis. For though it be tiue, ihty a^e immortal feed; yet 
that ta tioc fe mn^h 6rom their owo Areagtfa as from the pro- 
tfii&s^iBade to them, and that ooafbmt isdiui from above, bf 
jariuek they ans revived aad preferred from time to :tnne. 

•ip. Tb6 feed is bvitM ia fome ibils iDore than fat othbrt^ 
pmfyei6 modi better, and comes iboaor to matiirity^ So doth 
graees'thrtve better^ and ^ow fafler iii fi>me perfena than ti^ 
fliers. ** Tour hMtk groweth exoeedingiy/* a TheiT. i. 3. 
^' Wldift the things that are in ^^rs are rbidy to die," &ev; 
8i. 1. Thou^ no man's heart be naturally a kind foil to gmce; 
yet donbtk&fiaee is more advaotagedin tame dtfpofitions than 
in others* 

xo. AttdlaAi^, their:qgileemtfat, as&ed, appears m this, the 
feed-oora is fesctered into all paru of the fidd, as |>re|>of ttOQ«» 
ably and equally as may be. So is <graoe dUfnied into all die 
Acuities, jadgment, will, aad all iht afftAions are fovred Airiiti . 
dieie new principles. *' Thb God of peace Qjk£J&fy yon wholly/' 
1 Theft vv 23. 

And thos yon fee, why principles *of grace ast called (eed* 
:Now, in the next place, (vhtcb is the fecond thing prooii&di 
and msdaly defigned in this chapter) to fheOr yoh the choicenefs 
aad excdlency of tfaefe holy {irindples with which ianAified 
ibab are en^iliflied and adorded i and to convince yon that 
mie grace exeeHs aH odier priadples, by which jotb^r perfona 
are aSed, even as the priadpal wheat doth the chaffy and re* 
fnie ftaff» I (halt here inftitate a comparifoii betwixt grace and 
the moft f|riefidtd, comaaon gifts' in the world, and hs trant 
pendent e^icelkncy, abote them aU, will evidehdy aj^ear in 
ieven MIowiBg particulars. 

I. ThemeAeBLOelletft.eoBHnon gifts come ont of the GOflsmoa 
treaftiry of God's boaaty, and that in a natoral way. Th<y 
are iHit the ia tp r o va m eat of a man*s natorat aMIities, (or as one 
calh them) the fpnits of nature blown np by the wind of a 
more benigQ and liberal edocation ; bnt inrinciples of grace are 
ef a (Tivine and heavenly original and extraAion, nos mdiiced or 
rufed from nature, hot fspernatm-ally iofofed by the Spirit 
6om OQi Ugh, John iii. 6. '* That which is bom of the fledi as 
'* fleib^ imd that wMch is born of .the Spint is (pirit." When 
«ibat 19 £in£t»fied by them, ^^ be partakes of the divine nature," 
2Pet. i. 4. '^Ishoni notef fieft, norof Uood, nor of thewiHof 
« mm, bat of God,'' John i. 13. in <his rcfjjeft they differ 
from ^{t$, as tiie beavealy minma vdiieh was latned down froqi 



heavm^ffersfromcoiQinoD bread, wM^, byimknand ktiiii* 
flrjv the es^h produoii in a naioral way. 

2. The beft natqMl gifts afford not that fweetaefs aad fidid 
^(xnfort to the iTouPtbat grace doth; they are but a dry ftalk 
that affords no meat for alonl tofeed oo. A man may have aii 
xmderftaodmg foil of light, and aa heart vchA of comfort at the 
iame time; but grace is a fountain ofpoteft living dreams of 
peace and comfort, i Pet. i. 8. ^* BelteyiDg, we rejoice, witl| 
'* joy oofpeskahle and fall of glory : ' light is fown for the 
^ righteous, and joy for the upright in heart/' All trne pleat 
jores and delights are feminally in grace, Pfal. xcvii, 1 1, They 
are. fown for them In thefe divine and heayenly graces^ which. 
are glory in the bu^. 

3 . Gifts adosn the perfon, but do not (ecore 
JJke a pfeciws the fool from wrath. A man may be admire4 
Jione in a toacti for the^n among men, and rejected eternaQj 
head. by God* Who can confiderately read ttut 

(inth. chapter of the iiebiews, and not trem^ 
t)le to think in what a forlorn cafe a. foul may be, though fet off** 
iad accqmpliOied with the rareft endowment of this kindi 
Mar. vii. 2%. We read, that many (hall fay to Chrift in that 
day, ** Iprd, Lora, have we not prophefied ip.thy name, and 
</ in thy name cafi out devils," ^r. and yet* themfelves at Is^ 
cad out as a prey to devils. How divinely and rhetorically did 
Balaam fpeak,and prophefy. Numb, xxxiii. What rare and e3c- 
cellent parts had the Scribes and Pharifeea ^ Who upon that 
f cconnt, were ftiled Principes Jecidi^ the princes of the world, 
'1 Cor. ii. ^. What profound and excellent parts had the hea<? 
then l9ges and pbihfifAers ^ Thefe things are fo far from fecu-' 
ring the foul againil the wrath to come, that they often expofe 
it onto wrath, and are as oil to encreafe the eternal bumii^ ; 
i)ut now gracious principles are the Wfx«i^-«i'« ocj^tsWv, aa the 
apoftle calls them, Heb. vi. things that accompany and have fak 
viition in them. Thefe are the things on which the promiies o€ 
falvation run ; and thefe treafores are never found but in ele^ 
vcSth. Glory is by proniife affored and made ovor to him that 
poflefles them. There is but a little pcnnt of time betwixt his^ 
9nd tbe^lorifisd ipirits above. And bow inco^ftderable a inat^ 
ter is a little tim^, which contraAs and winds up apace ? For 
9otv is ouKfalvaiim nearer ikon whin v>e beUevetf. And hence 
the icripture fpeaksof them as already faved, ^Rom. viii« 24. 
^* We are faved by hope/* becaofe it is as fure as if we were 
•^n heaven. We are. made to fit in heavenljt places. ^ 

^. G^\s mrf daouufy the perfon that poflefles them/apd^| 
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jDty lie better in rdpe£l of a m^a's own coikiitioQ be bad wevc^ 
bad them. Knowledge (fiuth the apoftl^\ pvffeth up^ i Cor* 
viii. 1. Bakes tbe fool proud and AatokdKJ» it is a hard thiog 
to* know much) and not to know it too much* The faint's 
knowledge is better tbaa the fchohr's ; for he bath bis own 
beart inilead-of a commentary to help bim. ^ Ariftotle iaid» a 
little knowledge abpnt heavenly tbiogs» thmgb coojeaural, is 
better than inoch of ^rtbly things, though certain. '* The 
ef world by wifdom knew not God/' (fdtb the apofile, i Cor. 
tp 12.) f. ^. Their learning hanged in their light, tbey were 
too wife to fobmit to the iimplicity of the gofpei. The excel* 
ibnt paru of the old haretlcs did bnf lerve to midwife into the 
\ world the monftrons birth of fodl^moing berefies. Cupit abs 
^* fe ernoH tBgMus^ as AniUn faid to that ingenious young fcho* 
iar ; the devil de^es to be adorned by thee. But iiow grace 
i^lelf is not fubjcA^to fucb abufes, it cknnot be the proper uni^ 
vocal cmtfedt any ^yil;effeA : it cannot puff up the heart, but 
iilways bnmbles ir, nor. ferve the devil's defigns, but ever 
pppdfes' them. 

. 5. Gifts may be ^ven a mm fbr the fake of others, and cot 
out of any love tobimfelf; they are but as an excellent di(h 
of meat which a man fends to a nurfe, not for her fake, fo 
^aoncH Ts-iot his child that fucks her. God, indeed, makes uiis 
of them to. do bis children good, the church is benefited by 
diem, though tbemfelves are but like co(As» they prepare ex- 
cellent diflies, on vhich the faints feed, and are nonriflied, 
thotigh themfelves taAe tbemnot. They are dm^ minijlrantia^ 
vm/anSHficantta^ miniflring, but not iimAifying gifts, proceed- 
ing not from the good^will of God to him that hath them, but 
to thofe be benefits by them. And O what a fad confjderatioo 
will this be one day to fuch a perfon, to think, L helped fuch a 
ibul to heaven, while I myfelf muft lodge in hell I 

6. Sin in the reign and power of it, may cohabit with the 
moft excellent natural gifts uhder the fame roof, I mean in the 
£ime heart. A man may have the tongue of an angel, and the 
heart of a devil. The wifdom of the philofbphers (faith Lae- 
tantins) nan excindit vitia fed ah/condit, did not root oat, but 
bide their vices. The learned Phariiees were but painted fe- 
pulchres. Gifts are but as a fair glove drawn over a fool hand : 
But now grace is incompatible withiin in dominion, it purities 
the heart, A£^s xvv. '6. cleaofes the confcience, Heb. ix. 14. 
crucifies the affeAions and lufls of the flefh, GaL v. 24. is not 
. f tntent with the conce^lmenty- but ruin of corruptions. 
2* A9dlafi1y, Gift9 muft leave us at iaft. V Whedier t^ 



«< be fceMrMge, that flitU oeife. AH aefe is grdb^ »« tbc 
** goodliacfi (^ it as the flower of the graft ; the gradb witlm> 
** eth, the flower fedeth. but -tbe word <£ the Lord abldeth 
'< for ever/' lOu xL 6. 8; Masiy tunet thtf feave a mas brfoce 
deafh. One kapck» if h hit Hgbi^ (as tee fiMi) majr oMfee A 
«fi(e maaafeol; b«^ to be fnre^ theyall ktfreiia at death. 
<< Dodi aoc his excelleaqr which ts in biai go s<ray f* Jab ir^ 
ar. yea, thco all oatoml etcelleoejr departs: Death ftrips tfa» 
jfbul of all thofe (pleodid omaouitta^ ifaea the rhetoriad toi^;ii6 
is (^odc domb ; the fiimUe wH* ud corioiis ftisc^, ftall enters 
iaio your ears with no Bme (rieafimt ^lilooiirfta. Mmyionw 
^c$s daUst as Adrian (aid to his departiiig Ibol ; bot gnne afceoAi 
^th the ibal into eteroity, and there receives its perfdftioi^ 
and aGcoa»pii(baieiit. Gifts take their leave trf the faiil, m 
Orpha did of Naoon; but grace faith then* as Jititfa, Where 
thou.gdefti will go, aad,.wA#r#»^ iodgifl i viUltodge^ md 
fWtbingJhaU fop4tr€tetie0cndim* Now>pataU this togthcr, 
asd thco judge whether ifac^ apoOlefpoke l^perbolea, when be 
laid, '' Covet eanieflly the bed gifts, and yet I fliew i|Dto yoa 
** a floore exctlkot way,** i Cor. kn. mkf* And thvs yoQ have 
the obnceBcfs of thefe prUieiples^ifo. 

REFLECTIONS. 
> ^fn^ '^ ,^. . The lines lare faHeo to me to a pleaiaat 
t P -In^ P>«^' toay *« gradotos ibnl fay : How de- 
fcursreflea^. gftiVefocverl^ingifts, ^blefledbe 
the Lord, who hath fowo the feeds of trne grace ift my heart. 
What thoQgh ! am not famed, and^hononred among then, let 
it foffice me that I am precious in the eyes of the Lord. 
Though he hath not abouoded to. me in gifts of natare» *' Yet 
<« bieiled be the God and Father of any Lord jefos Ghrift, 
^' who hath aboooded to me in all fpiritnal Uci&ngs, in heaven* 
^' ly places in Cbrift Jefns/* Epb. i. 3. Is not a tcne jewels 
tbongh fporned in the dirt, more pfccions than a faUe one» 
thoogh fet in gold l Why art thon troubled, O my Ibul, for 
the want of thefe «hhigs ^Rfbich reprobates may have ? and art 
not rather adikiiridg and blefling God for thdie things whidi 
cone, bot d^e darlings and £»vonrites of heaven can have ? Is 
not an ounce of pore gcM more vatoaUe th^n many pounds 6f 
•filded brafs^ What though tbe dews of Helicon defibend not 
epon my head, if in the mean ttSM: tike fweet influences of4&Qa 
fall npon my hearc ? O my God ! how miioh foever others are 
elated by the light of their knowledge, I have caofe, with ho* 
mility, to adore thee for the heavenly heat with whi^ thou 
haft w«rmed my affc^tiansi 



F^ofe a wbile^ mj fool, upoo this poiat : . 
With what feed is my heart fowa, aod of what The deahfti 
kind are tbofe things urtiereii^ I -excel others ? /nits rffleOhn* 
Are they indeed fpedal fisedt of grace, or com- 
OKNi giffe^ andBataral eueUc&dds? If the latter, little amle 
have i to pride myfelf ia ^en, were they tea tfaonfai^d timea 
more than they aie. If thefe things be indeed the things thae 
accompany fidvatioo^ the (bed* of God, the trae and real work 
of grace, then, (i.) How cornea it to pais that I never found 
any throws^ or travaiKng padgs in the prodoAioo of them ? It 
is afikmedy and generally adcnowledged, that the mm creo" 
ture is never broight forth without fecb pain and componAions 
of hearty A^s ii. 37. I have indeed often fett an akiog head, 
whilft I have read and Hodied to faicreafe my knowledge f Bot 
when did I fed an akiog heart for fin? Olb^in tofiifpeA^that 
it is not right* Yea, (a) And my fofpicion tncreafes while f 
confider that grace ts^anhnmUing nature, 1 Cor. xr. 10. Lord^ 
how have I t^en elated by my gifts, and valued myfeif alxive; 
what was meet? O how have I delighted in ihcnoiffcof the 
Pharilee's trompet| Manvi. z. No mofic fo fweet as thar. 
Say, O my conicienoe, bare I not dielight^ more in the theatre 
than the cbfiK I In the pratfe of men, than the approba* 
lio9 of God i O hpw i|iaayx¥ideocet doft thou produce agaipft' 
me? Indeed theieare fiid (ymptoms that I have (hewed thee, 
but there is yet another, which renders thy cafe more rufpkioDs 
yet, yea, that which thou canft make no rational defence 
againft, even the ii^flfe^n^lpefs o^all th7 gifts and knowledge . 
to aftortify any one of all thy Infts. M ia beyond all difpute, 
that gifts may, bot grace cannot confift without ntortificatioii^ 
of fin. Gal* v, 24. Now what loft hath fallen before tbefe ex>> 
celiac parts of mine? Poth not pride, paffion, cotretoufnefs, 
and indeed the whole body of fin, live and thrive in me as 
much as ever? ijUvd, lyield the caufe, I can defend it no. 
longer agaio(t my confcience, which cafis- and ceademns me, 
by full proof, to be bu^.ina w|«tchedj, cnrfed, lamentable flate» 
notwithftanding. all mf knowledge, aod floariftiog gifts. O 
tiew m« a nu^ tiMeUcnCr Way« JUvd I that I had the fincerity 
ok die jmoreft faint, though \ thouid lofe th^ applaofe of all my 
parts ; with thefe I fee I may go to hell, but wirhodt iome bet- 
ter diiog no hope^iieavefr. 

Thtf POEM- 

^R E A T dH^rene^ betwixt that feed js found, 
^^^ With which yott fow yMribv*)ral plots of gtoood. 
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Seed-wheat doth far «cel in dtgait; - :. ^ ^ 

The cheaper barley, and the coarfer rjei^ ' < 

Tho* in tbemfelves they good and whole(bii|e are. 

Yet thefe with choiceA wheat may oot compare. 

Mea*s hiearts, like fields, are fow'd with different graio^ . 

Somebafer, fome more noble, Ibme agaia 

EKcelliog both the former, more than wheat 

Excels that grala your fwiae aad borfes cat. 

For priQciples of mere morality, 

Like cummio, barley,, fitches^ peafe, or rye^ 

lo thofe mea's hearts are often to be found, 

^hom yet the fcdpture c^leth curfed ground } 

An^ nobler principles than thefe, fometime^ 

Caird common grace, and fpiritual gifts, which Cbioe 

,In ibme men's heads, where Is their habitation ; 

Yet they are no companions of falvation. . 

Thefc pnrchafe honour both from great aad fouill : 

But I miift tell thee, that if this be all, 

Tho* like an angel in thefe gifts thou flilne 

Amongft blind mortals, for. a little time; 

The £y*s at.hand, when, fuch as thou mu(lt take . 

Thy lot with devils in th* infernal Jake. 

But principles of fpedal faving grace, .. 

Whofe feat is iii the heart, not head, or face ; ; . . 

Ilike folid wheat fown in a fruitful field,. 

Shall fpring, and flourifh, and at lad will yield 

A glorious harveft of eternal fed. 

To him that nourifbM. them within his bread. :^. 

O grace ! how orient art thou ! how divine ! 

What is the glory of all gifts to thine 1 ^ . 

DifTeminate this feed within my heart, 

My God, I pray thee, tho* thou fliouldft impart 

The left of gifts; then I may truly fay. 

That thou haft Ihew'd me the more excellent way. , 

C H A E. IX. 
Upon fpringing-weather after feed-time. 

By heaven's influence corn, and plants do ^ring^ 
God*sJbow"rs of grace do make his valieys^ng* 

O B S E RVAT 10 N. 
I HE earth, after that it is plowed andfbwed, mnllfMf 
watered) and warmed with the dews and influencps cdF^ 
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bttriFtfi, or »> fruit en be cxpcfied. If God db Mt opett io 
> jcfft btft good trea&re, the heafeas to give raio nolo the \mA 
vti kt fcafea, uid bkfi all the work of your bandS| as it it 
Deat. XKvui. ii. the earth cjOQOt yield her ioereaie. The or- 
I der and defefidcaoe of natural caafa io the prodmAiott of Amit,* 
\ is excellently deicribedy HoT. ii. 9i , 2 2. 'M will^car the hcaveos, 
^* a&d they ball hear the earth ; and the eaiih (hall hear the 
** corn, aod wfaie, and otl, apd they (bali hear Jesreel.** Jezreet 
fliuft have coro, aad witie, and oil, or they caoaor liiw ; they 
oatioot have it uoleis the earth bring it forth; the earth caDnor 
bfiog it forth withoat the heivem; theheaveoi cannot yield a 
drop oolefs God hear them, that is, unlock aod opeu tbeaa. 
% * Nature, and natoi^al caufeB» are oothiugf 'ette but the order 
*' la which God works/ This fbtnc heathens, by the Hght of 
natore, ackfBowledged, aod therefore when they went'topknT' 
in the tnorniog, they did lay one hand upon the plow (to 
fpeak their o\^a part to be painftilnels) and held up the o* 
ther hand to Ceres, the^oddefs of corn, tofhewthat their ex* 
pedattOQ of plenty y/i^is firoai. their fuppoied deity f • 1 fear many' 
ChriAtans lay both haods to die plow, and feldoftt lift up heart, 
or hand to God,, when about that work. There was an hu(^ 
bftndoaan (faith % Mr. Smith) that always fowed good Teed, but 
never had good com ; at \\i\ a neighbour came to hiffl) and iai^t 
I. will tell you what probably may be the caufeof it ; it may.be 
(imd he) yon do not Aeep your ieed : NO, truly^faid the other, 
nor did I ever hear that ieed mnft be fleepedT Yesi, furcly, 
laid his neighbour* and I will tell yon how ; it mod be Aeeped 
in prayer* ^Wben the party heard this, he thanked him ^r hit 
couafel, reformed his fault, and had as good corn as any man* 
wbattb^er* Surely it is not the hulbandidan^, bur God*s 
flceps, that -drop fatncis. Abna mater terra^ the' earth indeed 
is a fruitful mother, fout^the ratti which fecundates, and ferti* 
lites if, hath no other Father hue God, Jpb xxxvUL 28. 

APPLICATION. 

AS tmpoffibte it is (in an ordinary wAy) for Ibuls to be 
made fruitful in grace* and hoKneis, without the dtwi 
aod influences of ordinances, and the Mefling of God upot|' 
them^ as for the earth to yield h^r fruit without the nator4 

* Natura nihil aliud ^ guam divinorum cperum ^rd^. 
Bereotius. 
t Weeni's Gerem. I^aw. 1 Smidi*! Sfftx Dovc^ 

• ¥ot. yi. . • \ 
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w^oeaces of hiravea ; forlookt whatcfews, (bowers, and dear 
(hioiogs after rain are to the fields, thai the word and ordiDao- 
cea of God are to the fouls of mea. *' My dofirine (haJl drop 
*' as the raia^ my ipeech (haU diftit as* the dew, a» the iaudl rab 

V opoa the tender herb, and as the fhowera apon the grafs,'' 
Peut. xxjcii. 2. '/ For as the rain cometh dowa, and the fnow 
^ from heaven, and waierech the earth, and maketb it bring 
** forth and bud ; {o fliali my word be that gpeth forth of my 
*f Bwath^" Ifa. Iv. lo, j u Aad as the doArine of the gofpel is^ 
f^in, fo gofpel-mkiifters are the clouds m wbkb thofe heavenly 
i^apottrs are bound apt ibe Semblance lies in the following 
parttcttlars, 

I. The rain cornea from heaven^ A&s xiv.. 17. *< He gave* 
'* us rain from heaven, and fruitful feafons," ifc. The doc* 
trine of the goffcl is alfi> of an heavenly, extrafiion and deicent, 
(bey are heavenly truths which are brought to you in earthen 
vedels, things that were hid in God^^ and come from bi$ bo(bm» 
Bffh. iii« &, 9«. What Nicodemus iaid of Chrift is, in a propor- 
tion^ true of every faiibfui difpeofer of the gofpel, '^ Thou art 
^* a teacher coma from God,'* John iSL 2. You are not to 
look upon the truths which miniAcrs deliver, as the mere ef- 
fj^Os and fruits of tbeir inventiops aad paru, they are but the 
cqoduitsthroagb which thoie cekAial waters are conveyed to 
you. It is aU heavenly, the officers are fsom heaven, Epb. iv. la^ 
t))eir dodrine from heaven, £ph iii. 9, 9. the efficacy aad fuc* 
qete of it from heaven, i Cor. iii. 3.,'* What I received of the 
** Lord (taith Paul) ihsA have I delivered unto yon," i Cor. xi. 
^3. Tbkiaase any every goTpel-minifter iay too. That is the 
firil: 

. And then, {idfy.} The rain fails by divine difeflion jtnd ap<« 
pointment : ** He caufes it to rain upon one city, and not upon 
*^ another,*' Amosiv. 7. You (ball often fee a cloud diflblve and 
fpend itfelf upon one place, wben there is not a drop witbin a > 
few miles of it. Thus is the gofpel fent ^to fhed its rich influ- 
ences upon one place, and not upon another*, it pours down 
(bowers of bkftngs, upon one town or parifli, whilft others 
are dry likejhe ground which lay near to Gideon's wet flcece» 

V To yon h toe word of this fahration fent," AQs xiii. 26, 
^ni ; k Comes not by ebanee, bus by comrniffion and appoint- 
naenr, and it is fent to you by fpecial diredioa. MiniClers can 
fiOQ^ore gfy wUtbec they pleafe, th«^ the failing, douds can 
move againh the wind. Pau) aiid Timothy, two truitful clouds 
(that fent .dQ¥^ many fnett refrefbing (bowers tipon every place 
whither they came) the Lord fent them through Pbrygia aai 
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Ga1a&i» %xit forbad tbem to preach the word in Alia, A^ xfi« 
6. ** And when they eflayed to go into Bithynia, the fptrit fnf^ 
^* fered them not/' v. 7. But a man of Macedonia appears til 
Paul 10 a vifioa, and prayed him, laying, ** Corae o^r to Ma- 
** cedonia and help us/' v. 9. Thus yoti fee how the myftkal^ 
as^well as the naturai clouds are moved according to divine 
counfel $ and though mioifters are not now difpofed to their 
refpe&tve places, in fiicfa an extraordinary way, yet there is fllEl 
a fpecial hand of the fpirit guidinn; their motions, which is feeH 
partly in qualifying them for fuch a people, and partly in draw- 
ing oBt their hearts to ele£t and call them, and indlning their 
hearts to jteQq»t the call. 

3. There is a great deal of cSffcrencc in the fliowcrs of rain 
that fall npon the earth. Sometimes you have an hady (hower, 
which makes the ways.float, and the (Greets run, bntit is gone 
prcTfntly, the earth hath but little benefit by it; an^ fometimc^ 
yon have a fweet, gentle, foaking rain, that moderately ibaks 
to the root, and refreOies the earth abundantly. This is called 
tht finatl rairtt and the former, the great rain of iti$ ftrtwgthi 
Job xxxviL 6. So it is in thefe fptritual (bowers, the effe^fs df 
fome (ermons (jike a fudden fpotit of rain) are very tranfien^^ 
that touch the heart a little for the prefcnt, by way of convid- 
tion or comfort, but it fleets away immediaiely. Jam. i. aj. 
At other times the goipel, like a fettled moderate rain, ibaks tb 
the root, to the very heart. So dfd that iweet (bower which 
fell, AAs ii« 37* It (earched the root, it went to the heart; 
the influences of it ate fbmetimes abiding, and do much 16ngc^, 
remain in, and refrefh the heart, than the rainiioth the enrch# 
There be efTe^ left in (bme hearts, by fome fermons and dories, 
that will never out of it as long as they live. " I will never 
'* forget thy precepts, for by them thon haft quickned me,**' 
PfaL cxix. 93« 

4. The rain ts moft beneficial to the earth, when there fx>fr(e 
fweet, warm fun-Wafls with it, or after it. This the fcnpture 
Calls '* a clear (hining after r^n,*' 2 Sam* xxiil. 4. by which the 
fmnal virtue of the earth H drawn forth, and then the herbs, 
flowers,' and corn fprout abundantly. So it Is with gofpei* 
(howers, when the fun of righteoufnefs opens npon poor louts 
under the wor49 darting down the beams of grace and love up* 
QQ them, whilfVtfaey are attending on it, (jnft as yon feipetimes 
fee a fweet (hoWer fail while the (un (hines out). O how coin- 
fortable is this ! and efFeAual to melt the heart ! And as the 
warm rain is moll refreftiing. To when the word comes waxmlj'y 
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frMi the rndttog tffedioDs ^ the preacbcr, who inparH oef 
ttdy the goipel, but bis own fovl wUh it, i Thef. ii. 8.. this 
dorii abaodaotly more good thao that which drops coldly, frod^ 
the laps of the unaffected fpeakcr. 

5. Showers of raio do exceediogly refreib the earthy as a maa 
U refrcihed by 4 draught of water, whea his ipirits are cveo 
fpeot. O how welcoiae is a (hower to the thtrfly grouod I 
Heo^ the little hiUs are fiiid to rqoice oa every fide, yea tp 
fhoutfprjoy, andfiog wheo a^ihower comes, Pi^d Ixv. 12, 13^ 
Due aever were (howers of rain to fwectty rcfreChiog to the 
ffairfty earth* as gofpel-(bow^ are to gracious beartsf Col. iv. 
8* they confort their very hearts. What ;oy was there m 
fi^j|iaria« when the gofpei caise so that place i A6ls vrii. 8. It 
revives the foul, it is wuf in or^, meUs in aure, ju^itum in cordis 
fcooey in the mouth, melody ia the ear, aad a very jubilee la 
fil^e heart. 

6. Raio is oeceflary at leed^timei to make ready the earth ta 
deceive the feed, Pla). Ixv. 9, 10. '' Thou vifiteit the earth, aod 
'** watereA it| tboo greatly iuricheft it wi^b the riv^ of God* 
'' which is full of water ; thou prepared them corn, wheu thoa 
^ haft lb provided for it; thou watereft the ridges thereof a^ 
^* bujadaotly, thpu fettleft the furrows thereof, thou makeft it 
'' foft with (bowers, thou blcffeft the fpriugiag thereof.*' Ami 
this the fcripture calls the former rata. Aad as this is oecefliry 
about iecd«tim^ fo the btter rain is as ueedful about eariog* 
time, to difdofe th^ ear, and to bring it to perfeAioo; both 
iheTe are great bleffing/s to the earth, aod conduce to a plentiful 
harveft, Joe| ii^ a j, 24. '^ Be ^ad theo^ ye children of Slou» 
** and rejoice in the Lord ycoir God, for he hath given you 
*' the former rain moderately, and he will caufe to come 

^** down for you the jrain, «l>c former and the latter rain in the 
** firft month, and the floors (hall be full of wheat, and the 
** fats (haU overflow with wine and oil." Thus the gofpel 
bath a double ufe aod benefit alio. It is neceilary as the former 
rain at ieed*time, it caufes the gril fpring of grace in the heart, 
PfftLxix. 7. And there could be (in an ordinary way) no ipiiog 
of grace without it, Prov. xxix. i8. And as this former rain is 
oeceflary to caufe the 6xl\ fpring of grace, fo alfo it bath the 
life of the latter rain to ripen thofe precious fruits of the fpirit 
in the fouls of believer^ Epb* iv. 1 1, 12, 13. <' HiS g»ve ibme 
^' apoftles, and fame propbetSi and ^^me evangelifts,, and foms 
^' paftors and teachers, for the perfe^ing oif the fainu, icf 
*< the work of the miQUlry, for the edifying of the body ^ 
'' Cbrift, till w€ all comei« the unity of tbefsuth/and t^ 



The SeMo^VJetfKatthfy flings. tf 

^* faiovledge ef the Soo ot God, lo a pcffeft am, wm» die 
'^\ meafare of the fiatore of the fuloefs dt ChrUL" Were all 
the ded. converted aoto God, yet iUil there would be a iMce^ 
lity of a gofpel^miniftry. 

7. Aher a great giot of raia, nfaallj there cooei a liroo^^ 
it is a cpmmoa cpuacry proverb. Wit atid iry^ pmy pu nn^ibtt. 
And truly when a people are glutted with a fuloefi of gofpel* 
mercies, it is uiiud with God to Oiat up and i^firaa the gofpeU 
doods, that, for a tinae af Joail, there be no dews opoo then, 
«Qd thereby teach tbe» Co prize their ^fpiled (becaule commod} 
enercics at ao.hi^r rate. For a» a good omo ooce faid» merdes 
are heft koowa by the b<ick, aad Aoft prked when moft wanted 
*' In thole days the word of the Lord was precious, tbete iMs 
«« na open vifion," i Sam. iiL i. It is with fptritoal as^iriih 
temporal food, flighted wheo pkntcQUs, but if a latiioe oaoe 
coiQe, thea every bit of bread is precioot. Jemfakv roMS* 
bered 10 the days of her affliAioas, and of her aiifery, aU her 
pleafaot thiiigs that <he had ia the days of old, Laai. i. 7. It ia 
both a iinful .and dai^eroos thiog to waotonite with gofjpd* 
mercies, and defpife the plaioaft (if foithfnl) mioificrs of the 
gofpcL The time may come wheo you may be ^ad of the 
plaioeft formoQ, from tSbc oiouth of the meaoeft ambi&dor of 
Chr^ft. 

. 8. To coadade, The prayers of faints are the keys chat opda 
and fhut the natural clouds, and caufe them either to give out, 
or with-hold their hiBueoces, Jam. v. 17, 18. *^ EHas wasaman 
'* fubjeft to like pa(fioA9» as we are, and he prayed esmeitty 
^' that it might not rain, and it rained not oa the earth by the 
** ijpace of three years asd fix months ; and he prayed agaia, 
** and the faeaveas gave rain, and the earth brought forth her 
<* firuit/' God hath Aibjcfied the works of his bands to the 
prayers of his faints, Ifa. xlv. 11. 

Prayer as alfo the g<^deo key which open^ tbefe myflical gof^ 
pel^-douds, and diflblves them into fweet gracions (bowers. 
Coi will have the whole work of the mtaiOry carried on by the 
prayers of his peor>]e ; they firft obtain their minifters by prayer^ 
Xuke X. a. ** Pray ye the Lord of the harved^ to fend forth )a<* 
*' fopurers into the vineyard." It is by the help of prayer that . 
they are carried on, aad enabled to ^cercife their miaiflry ) 
They may tell their people as a great general once idd his ick* 
diers, * That he flew upon thw wings.' ** Pray for me, (faith 
'* the great apoflle)^ that utterance may be given me, that I may 
*Vop60 my month boldly^ to make known the myAeries of the 
** go^el^i'* Kph. vi, i^ Xc0» by the i^inta prayers k isj dtf ' 
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mtnifters obtain the foccels aad fraits of their labbnrs, 2 The$ 
ill. I. " Fioally, brethren, pray for ns, that the word of the 
** Lord may have free conrie, and be glorified even as it is with 
** you." And thus you have the metaphor opened. Now, 03 
that theie truths ttigfat come down in fwect fliowers upoo the 
iiearu bodi of minjfters and people^ la the following refleOioi^ 

a E F L E C T t O N !5. 

Three refleSiiens '* ^°* ^ **" * cbqd? And is my doAriHe 
^^^ if^i^f m»i^i^ *s rain to water the Lord's inheritance ? And 

■ down 1^ the furious winds and ftonos of per- 

fecution? Do not I fee the clouds above me in continual mo- 
tions and agitations.^ And (hall I dream of a fixed, fettled 
Aate ^ No ; faUe teachers, who are clouds widiout rain, am 
more likely to enjoy that than L Which of all the prophets 
have not beeti toflcd and hurried worfe than H AAsf viL 5a. 
He that will not let men alone to be quiet in their lulls, muft 
expert but little quiet from men in this life. But it is enough, 
Lord> that a reft rematneth for thy fervant; let me be ib wife 
to fecure areft to come, and not fo vain toexpeA it on earth. 

2. And, O that I might ftudy thole inftruding clouds, from 
which, as from the bottles of heaven, God pours.down jrefirefii- 
ing (howers to quench and Satisfy the thirfiy earth \ In this may 
I refemble them, and come amongil the people of the Lord, '< ia 
« the fuloefs of the blcfllng of the gofpel of Chrift," Rom. xv, 20. 
O let not thofe thirfty fouls d)at wait for me as for the rain, Job 
xxbc. 23. '^ return like the troops of Tema, a(bamed, with their 
** heads covered," Job vi. 19. O tha^ my lips might refrefix 
many! Let me never be like thofe empty clouds, which deceive 
the hopes of thirfty, fouls ; but let my doClrine defcend as the 
rain, and didil as the dew^ and let that plot of thine inheritance 
which thou haft aiBgned to me, be aaa field which the Lord 
hathbleffed. 

3. Once more, lift up thine eyes to th^ clouds, and behold, to 
how great an height the fun hath mounted tbem, for by reafoa 
of, their fublimity it is, that they are ealled the clpuds of ,hea« 
ven, Matth. x^iv. 30, Lord, let me be a cloud of heaven too : 

^ Let my heart and converfation be both there i Who is more ad- 
vantaged for an heavenly life than I ? heavenly truths are the 
fabjeAs of my daily ((udy, and fliall earthly things be the ob- 
jeAs of my daily delights and loves ? God forbid that ever my 
earthly converfation (faould contradiA and (hat&e my heavenly 
^ailing and p^rofeffioot ^htne forth thou gbrious ftio of rigb* 
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iBOofiiefi, and my heart flull qaickly be .attraAed and iBOiMiied 
abote theiie ?ifible clpndi, yea^ and above the alpeJtaUe hea* 
vens* ' 

I. Is the go(pel rain, and arc its mioiftera Ttrti reflec- 
dottda? Wo is Qie then, that ny habitation ti^iufirpri* 
k upoQ the motmtaios ol Gilboa, where there vote ChrffiU 
are do dews ! Ah fad lot, that I (hould be like am^ 
Cideoa*a dry fleece, whilft the ground ronad « .* ^ ^. 
id)oat me is wet wiih the dew of heavca j O ^^ •*** \rf 
thou thai commaodeft the doods above, and ^f «' ^^WW* 
opeoeft the windows of heav:en, remember, and ''"'^'7* 
refrefh this parched wiMernefe, wherein I live, with fliowers of 
crace, that we may not be as the heath in the defart, which 
Kctb not when good cometh^ nor inhabit the parched places of 
the wilderneft. 

2. Lord, thou haft canled the heavens above gr « jl,/> i 
n^ to be black with clouds, thou openeft the ^^f'^J^f 
OBicftlalcafements from above, and dailyfcndeft ^.^^S<fP^ 
down {boweraofgo(pel-bleffings:0 that I might ""'"/y* 
be as the parched eanh imder them 1 Not for barrennefi, but 
for thirftinefi. Let me fiiy» '* My ibul longeth^ yea, even faults 
^ eth for the courts of the Lord :*' that 1 might there lee the 
beamy of the Lord. Doth the ipuigy earth fo greedily fbdc 
«p the ihowers, and open as maoy mouths as there arc clefts fa^ 
it, to reco^ vrhat the clouds dlfpenfe I And (hall thofe preei* 
0OS ibal-enrichiiig Ihoweis fleet away unprofitaUy from me t 
IffiVthes, 

3. What as accoont have I ta eaake for a!t jp ^ 

«bofe gofpel^fciTings that I have enjoyed; for l^J^^fi^ 
all thofe gofpeWcws and (bowers wherewUh I ^^^ ^^^rs. 
have been watered I Should I be fomid froitlefi at laft, it wilt 
fare better with the barren and nncitltivated wildemefi thaa, 
with mc i more tolerable for Indians and Barbarians that never 
heard the gofpel» than for me that have be^n fo aiEduoofly and 
pienteonfly watered by it. Lord ! What a di&rence wilt thoo 
put in the great day, betwixt fimple and pertinacious barren- 
sefs f Surely, if my root be not rottennefs, fucti heavenly 
waterings and ioHuences as the(e will make It fprout forth into 
friuts of oiiedience. 

The P O B M. 

THE vegetables here below depend 
Upoothote treafares which the heavens do fpend 
. Moft.bonoteonily upon them; to prefer ve 
Their bcmg and their beauty. Thi^mayferve 



' Tb flMdaw fbith a heavenly myHcyy, 

Whkb tbof fttUnH iifelf before your eye. | 

As when the faa draws near us in the fpriogi 

All creatures do rejoice, birds chirp and im^ 

The fa<eof natorc fmiles ; the fields adorn 
-Tbenftlves witb rich embroideries : The com 

Revives^ and ftKX>teth op( the warmfweec raid 

Makes tr|!^ and herbs (jproot for^b^ and fpriog amailb 

Walk bat the fields in fuch a fragrai^t oioray 

How do th^ blr^ your ears with foch mufic charm f 

The flowers their flaming beauties do prefent 

Unto your captiv'd eyes ; and for their fcenc. 

The Cvlvoet Arabian gums cannot compare^ 

• Which tbtts perfetne the ctrcamambient air. 
Sq» wlien the gofpel (beds its cheering beans 
Oil gracious fanls, like-thofe fweet«warmiag gleanid 
Which God ordains in nature, to draw forth 
't*he vertne feteinal that's in the earth ; 
It warms their hearts, ^thcir languid graces cheers, 

. And, on foch fouls, a fpring-Iike face appears. . 

The gracious (bowers tbefe (piritual dovds do yield, 

Bnrichts them with fweetneis, like a field 
. Wjiic^God hath blefs'd. Oh! 'tis exceeding Tweet, 
'" When gracious hearts, and heavenly troths do maet 1 

How (hould the hearts of faints ivifhin them Qiring, 

• When they behold the meflengers chat briag 
Tbefe gladibme tidincs ? Yea, their very feet 
Are beautiful, beeauie their meflage fwcet. ^ 
Oh what a'metcy do thofe fouls ieajoy. 
On whom fuch gofpel«dews fall day by day ! 
Thrice happy land 1 which in this pleafant fprtng, * 
Can hear^ theft turtles in her hedges* fing I 
O prhie fuch mercies ! if you ask aae, why i 
Head on, you'll fee there's reafon by and by. 

- C H A ?. X. 

Upon a Dearth through want of Rain. 

^ Godrcji^ains thejbowers^ ynu howl and cry : ' 
Shall faints not mourn Vfbm^irittH^ c&uds are dry t 

O B S E RVAT I O N- 
TT IS defervedly accounted a fad judgment, when God (huts 
^^ up the heavens over our heads, and makes the earth as braft 
tinder our feet^ Deut^ S4&viii; 13. Tbea thtteiftnadoMft arf 
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eddied to moaroiog, Joeli. 11. AU the fields dolangoith; aod 
the bellowing cattle are pmed with thirft. Such a lad itate th^ 
prophet rhetorically defcribes^ Jcr. xiv. 3, 4, 5, 6 " The nobles 
*' have fent thair little ones to the waters; they catne to the 
** pits and found no wafer ; they returned with their veflels 
** empty; they were, aihamed and confounded, and covered 
^* their heads, because the ground is chapt ; for there was no 
** rain in the earth ; the plowmen ^ttt a(hamed, they covered 
) ** their heads \ yea, the hind alfo calved in the field, and for* 
f *' (bok it, becauie there was no grafs ; and the wild a/Tes did 
I *' Aand in the high places : They fnuScd up the wind Jike 
i " dragons; their eyes failed, becauie there was no grafs." 
I \And that which mak^s the want of rain fo terrible a judg- 
I ment, is the famiue of bread, which necefTarily follows thele 
extraordinary droughts, and is^ one of the for eft temporal judg- 
ments which God IdBi^s upon the world. 

APPLICATION* , 

AND, truly as much caufe have they to weep and tremble, 
over whofe ibuls God (hats up the fpiritual clouds of 
! the ^ofpel, and thereby fends a fpiritual famine upon their fouls. 
' Such a judgment the Lord threatens in Amos viii. 1 r. '* Be* 
I *^ hold the day is come, faith the Lord, that I will fend a famine 
*^ in the V^nd, not a famine of bread, nor a thirft for water, but 
'' of hearing the word of the Lord." The meaning is, I will iend 
a more fearful judgment than that of the famine of bread ; for 
this particle f not] is not exclujive but exceffive ; implying, that 
a famine of bread is nothing, or but a light judgment compar- 
ed with the famine of the word. Parallel to which is that text« 
Ifa. V. 6. *' i will lay it wafte (faith God of the fruitlefs church ;) 
** it (hall not be pruned nor digged ; but there (hall come up 
*' briars and thorQs ; i will alfo command the clouds that they 
** rain not upon it." And we find both in human and facred 
hiftories, that when God hath (hut up the fpiritual clouds* re- 
moving or filencinghis minifters, (enfible ChriAians have ever 
been deeply affeAed with it, and reckoned it a moft tremendnons 
jttdgmeot. Thus the ChriAians of Antioch,whenChryfoftom their 
mintder was baniihed, * (bey judged it better to lofe the fun out 
of the firmametit, than lofe that« their minider. And when 
Nazianzea was taking his ' leave of Conftantinople, as he was 
preaching his farewel Jtrmon,, the people were exceedingly af- 
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' It tt better for us to want the light of ^e fun» than the teachf- 
ing of Oiryfoftomus. ' 

Vol. VL > M 
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feAcA with his lofs ; tod among the reft» an old mas !b tht 
congregation fell loto a bitter pafCoQ> and cried ont, /hidepatef^ ' 
et tecum trinitatem ipjam ejice : (i. e.) Go, Father, if you darei 
and take away the whole trinity with you ; meaning, that God 
would not flay when He was gone. How did the Chriftians of 
Aptioch al(b weep and lament, when Panl was taking kts fve- 
w^l of them r A As xx. 37, 38i He had been a dood of blef- 
i)o?s to that place, bot now they mnft expeA no more (bowers 
ifron) hito. Gh f they knew not how to'give up fnch a minifl^rX * 
when- the ark of God^ (which was the fymbol of ihe Divine prc- 
ftnce among \)x& Jews)i was takers •• All the city aied'out,'* f 
Sam. iv. 13. Oh the loft of a gofpel-miniftry is an^ iBeflimabls^ 
lofs, not to be repaned bat by its own recnms or by heaven J Mr. 
Grceoham tells ns, that in the times of popiih perfecurion, when 
godly mihVfters were haled aw'ay^ from their ftock« to martyr* 
dom, the poor Chriflians wonht meet them in the way to the 
prifons, or flake, with their little on^s in their arms, and throw- 
iiog rhctnfeiTes at their feer, would' thus befpeak them, * What 

* fhail be our eftate, bomt you arc gone to martyrdom? Who 
♦• (hall inftruft thefc poor babes ? Who (hall caic our aiili<Ve(f 

* confciences ? Who fhall lead us in the way of life ? Recbm^^ 

* pence unto them, CXLord, as they have defcrved, who are the 

* canfes of this : Lord' give them fad hearts/ ^is tnlfa/atidc^, 
temperet a lachrymh ? And to let you fee there is fufficicnt 
ground for this forrow, when God' reflfrains the influences of 
the gofpel, folemnly confider the following particulars. 

' r. That rt is a dreadful token of God's great anger againflr 
that people from whom hfe removes the gofpel. The anger 
of God was fearfully incenfed againft the church of Ephefus, 
when he did but threaten to come againfl her, and' remove the 
candleflick out of its place. Rev. ii. 5. It ^s a flroke at the* 
foul; a blow at the root ; nfually the laft, and therefore the 
worft' of judgments. There is ji pedigree of judgments ; firft^ 
Gomer bears Jezteel; next, Lo*ruhama, irnd at laft brings 
fprth Lo-ammi, Hofea !• 4, ^, 8, 9. 

X. There is caufe of mourning,' if you confidter the deplora«» 
ble efliate in which all the unregenerate fouls are left, after the 
gofpel is removed from them. What will become of thele If 
Or by whom (hall they be gathered f It made the bowels of 
Chrifl yearn within him, when he looked upon the fcattered 
multitude that had no (hepherd. Matth. ix. 36* What an eaff* 
cbnquefVdorh the devit now make of them? How feft* doth 
hell fill in fuch times? Poor fouls being driven thither iil. 
dioves^ and qobc to r cfcue cbeoH^ Matthew Paris fcUs us, dut 



in the^f^r .€C»73, whea preachic^ was tupprefled at Rome* Itltars 
were tbea frafned as comii^ from hell; wt^iereia the devil ga^e 
tbem thanks for the mulricode of fqiiis thty h^d feot to hiQ| 
ihat year. Bat truly we oted not talk of letier s from bell, wc. 
are told from hezvt^, hpw deplorable tbe coadiiion of fucb 
pooi ibuls is ; See Pro?, xnvm, 19. Hof. iv« 6. Or, 

' 3. The judgment will yet appear very heavy, if you fioi^- 
fider jthe Iqt^ which God's own people ifttftaiii by the removal 
of the goTpel; for thereio they Ide IQ Their chief glory^ 
JiLofli. iiL.2. Tbepriocipal thing io which the peculiar glory 
of ifrael coofifted was this, *< That uato them were commiited 
** the oi^acles of Cod/' On that account it was called the glo- 
fioQs laud, Oan. j^i. 16. This made them greater than all the 
^aiioas round abont them, D^m. iv. j, 8. {2.} By iofing the . 
ordinances they JoTe chek quickeniags, comforts, and ibulrre* 
6re(bmeat;8 ; for ail thefe are iweet {(reams from the goipcl- 
fountain, Pfalm aux* 50. Col. iv. ^. No wonder then to heai^ 
atie people of God complain of dead hearts wlien the gofpel is 
removed. (3.) In the lofs of the gofpel they lofe their defence 
;^id fafety^ This is tfaeir h^dge, «heir wall of protedioo, iia. 
V, 5. Walls and hedges j(faith Mufcuks m be.) arc the ordi* 
paoces of God, which ferved both ad ftpwatiofum et nrnniti^ 
mem^ to diftingaaSi and to defend them. When God plucka 
Dp this hedge, and breaks down this wall, all mifcbiefs break 
in upon us prefeaUy, % Chron. &v« 3, 4, 5, 6. '* Now for a long 
*' leaibn Ifrael hath l»eea without the true God, acd without a 
*' teaching prieft, and without laW i. And in thofe timet 

** there was no peace to him that went out, nor to him that 
" came in, b^t great vexations were upon all the inhabitants of 
** the <;ountries, andnatioawas deftroyed of nation, and city 
** of city ; for God did vex them with all -adverficy." How 
long did lerafalem retnaia after that voice was heard ,10 the 
temple, Migrewvk hmcf Let us be gopie^ (4.) With the gof- 
pel, we loil our ^(emporal e^oymenu and creature-comforts, 
Thefe ufu^lly come and go with the gorpel. When God had 
once written Z^^t^nmi upon {fraeU the next news was this, '' t 
'* will recover my wool and my flax»'* Hofea it. 9. <5*) Aod, 
hftly, to come up to the very cafe in iiaad, they lofe with it 
thdr fpiriiaal food and laaUfub£ftence, for the gofpel is their 
fiofi af fat things^ I(a. xxv. 6. their Ipiritaial wells, I&* xii. 3. 
a dofe diftributed, among the I^rd;s poor, Rom. i. 11. In|i 
word, it is as the tain and dews of heaven, as hath been ihew- 
«dl^ which being reftrained, a fpiritual famine ncccfTarily follows^ 
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a fiinioe, of til, the moft terrible. Nogir (o (hew ym th« 
analogy between this aod a temporal famine, chat therein jkri* 
may iee what caule yon have to be deeply 9fk£ted with it, take 
it in thefe fix iolbwtng particolars. 

1. A famine caufed by the failing of bread, or that which it 
in the (lead, and hath the ufe of bread Diiinties and foperr 
flnoas rarities may fail, and yet men may' lubfi(t comfortably : 
As long as people have bread and water, thty will not fami(h; 
bvi take away bread once, and the ipirit of man Mleth. Upon 
this account bread is called a llafT, Plaim cv. i6 becaoie whafr 
a ftafFis to an aged and feeble man, that bread is to the faint and 
feeble fpirits, which evdti (b do lean upon it. And look what 
bread is to the natoral fpiries, thatf and more than that, ibt 
Word is to gracious fptrita, Job xxiti. 12. '* I have efteemed the 
** words of thy motttH, more than ray neceiEury food." li 
once God breaks this iiafF, the inner man, that hidden man oc 
the heart, will quickly begin to fait and fanlter. 

2. It is not every degree of icaicity of bread that prefenlly 
makes a famine, but a general failing of it ; when no bread h 
to be had, or that which is, yklds no nutriment. For a famine 
may as well beoccafioned by God*s taking tkwsty pams nmtrimen* 
turn, the nourilhing vertue of bread, that it (hali figuify aannoref 
as to the end of bread, than a chip, Hag. i, 6. hs by taking 
9:w2Lj partem nuthentem, bread itfelf, Ifa. iii. i« And io4t is in 
a ipiritual famine, which is occafioned, either by God'$;removw 
ing all thd ordinances, and making vifioo utterly to fail;- 01^ 
elfe, though there be preaching', prayer, and other ordinances^ 
left (at lead the names and fnadows of them) yet the preience 
of God is not with tliem. There is no marrow in the bone» 
110 milk in the breaft ; and fo, as to a fouNfubfiAcnce, it is aU 
one, as if th^e were no fuch thiags* 

3* In a corporeal famioe, mean and coarfe things become 
fweet and pleafant : Famine raifes the price andefteem of them. 
That which before you ixroold have thrown to your dogs, now 
goes down pleafantly with yourfelves. To the hungry foul 
every bitter thing is fweet, Prov, xxvii. 7. It is the Dutch 
proverb, and a very true one, hunger is the hffi, ecok *. 

* In time of famioe coarieft fare contents, 

* Thebarking ftomack Arain^ no complements/ 

It is ftoried of Artaxerxes Memor, that when be was flj^ing 
1)efQre his enemies, he fed hungrily upon barley-bread, and 
faidy Cujufmodi voluptatis ha6leims inexpertus fuit / O what 

* Jujunus Jiifmachuf rare vulgaria UmniU Herat. 
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^l^re have I hiifaerto baea igoorantoti Wheo greHC I>ari«<' 
drank the ^ddled water, that had been defiled with dead car-' 
cMFcBf which had been (lain in that tamous batrie, he froitfM 
lie never drank more pleaiant drink. And famous Hunniadea 
faid, he never fared more daintily, than when (in a like txigence) 
be iapped npon bread, onions, and water, with a poor fliep*' 
herd in his cottage. 

Juft (o do the famine of the word raife the price and efteem 
of i^nlgar and deipiled truths. Oh ! what would you give for 
one of thoie fermons, oot of thofe fabbaths we formerly enjoy'^ 
edi in thqfif days the word of the Lord was precious. VfhcB 
\ God calls to the enemy to take away and remove his contem* 
\ ttcd, but preciousy dainties, . from his wanton childrco, and st 
ipfiritual famine haih a little pinched them, they will then learli 
to prize their fpiritual food at a higher rate. 

4. In time of fomice ibme pertons iu(Fer more than others : 
it fails beavieft, ^nd pinchietfa hardeil upon the poorer fort; as 
lon^^as any thing is t6 be had for money, the rich will have ir. 
So it falls oat in a fpiritual famine ; althou^ the moft expert*, 
ecced and beA furniiOied Chrifiians will have enough to do to 

I live in the abfence of ordinances, yet they are like to fnbfift 
I much better than weak, ignorant, kod unexperienced oneti. 
Some Chrifiiaos have husbanded their time well, and, like Jo^ 
fcph In the feveo years plenty, laid up for u /car city. The 
. word of God dweUs richly in them« Some fach there are, at 
John calls^ouDg men, who are Hrong, and the word of God 
remaioeth in them ; of whom it may be faid, as Jerom ipake of 
Vepotianus, that by long and ailiduous meditation of the fcrip- 
tiires, he had made his breaft tht very library of ChrilK Eiitotheri 
are babes in Chrid ; and though God will preferve, that good 
work which he hath begun in them, yet thefe poor babes will 
fo6neft find and be moit concerned in the lofs of their fpiritual 
fathers and nurfes • ■ > ^ 

5, In time ef famine there are pitiful airs, and heart-break^ 
ing complaints where-ever yon go. Oh the many pale faces you 
Ihall then fee, and the fad lan^age that rings in your ears in 

' every place I One aies. Bread, bread, for Chrift's fake I one 

I bit of bit ad I another faints and falls down at your door. ^11 

\ her people Jigh, Lam. i. 11. Yea, the poor little ones are brought 

in, ver. 12. crying to their modiers, Where is the corn and 

I wine ? and then pouring out their fouls into their mother's bo* 

fem. Juft fo it is in a famine of the word; poor Chriftians 

every where fighing and crying, Oh I where arc our godly 

mioiflers? oor Iweei fabbatb^ fermoas^ ^craments? My fa- 
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thersi flqr fiithers! the chariots of Urael, a^d the tofibnoft 
thereof I How beaotifal were your feet opoo the aooocaiiif ? 
And tbeo, weepiog, like the people at P^qVs departure, to 
fhink they (hall fee cheir (aces no laore. 

6. Laftly, In time of famine there is nothing fo coftly or 
precious, bnt the people will part with it to porchaje bread* 
** They have gii^en their pleataot things for meat to relieve. 
^ their fouls,"* Lam. 1. 1 f • And, donbtlefa, wheo a fyiritasi 
fiunine (hall pinch hard, thp(e that have been clofe^hand^ to 
inaiBtaio a gofpeUmininry, will aecount it a choice mercy to 
enjoy them again at any rate. *< Though the Lord feed yoB 
** with the bread of affliftioo* and give you the waters of ad* 
^ ver(ity ; yet it will fweeten that bread and water to you, if 
** your teachers be no more amoved into corner^** l4* xx^ 

10- 

RE F LE CTIO N S. 

1. Is the famine of the word (uch a fear* 
The ungfdUjul ful judgment ? Then Lord pardon my ua-* 
J§uts r^aiofin thankfulneis, for the plentiful and long conti- 

n ued enjoyment of iiicfa a precious and in vain* 
able mercy. How long lightly have t efteemed the great things of 
the golpeli O that with eyes and hands lifted np to heaven, I 
Blight blefs the Lord, that everi w^s brought forth in an age 
of £> much light, in a valley of vifioijis, in a land flowing with 
gofpel'-merctes ! <* Hath not God madip of one blood all the na* 
*' tioos of men to dwell on the face of the earth t And determta<- 
*< ed the times before appointed* and the bounds of their babi- 
** tation V* h&i xvii. 26. Many of thefe great imd populoof 
nations ^re involved in grots daricnefs. Now, that of all the fe* 
veral ages of the world, and places in it, God (hould efpy tiie 
beft place for me, and bring me forth in it, in fucb a happy 
nick of time, as can hardly be paralleled in hidory, for the plenty 
of gofpei-mercies that this age*and nation hath enjoyed ; thin 
my mother did not bring me forth in tlie dciarts of Arabia, or 
waftes of America, but in England, where God hath made the 
fun of the goipel to (land fiill, as Hie fipi4iral fun once did over 
Gibeon; and that fuch a merCy ftiould no more afTcA my 
ibul, let (hame cover my face for tbis« and trembling feizc my 
lieart i 

2. {s thef ofpel indeed departed ? Its fwee( 
Xhe deprived influences retrained? and a famine, .wor(^ 
ChrtfiiavCs re* than that of bread, come upon i|s ? AUs, ff 

i^n. the day ! /or it is a great day^ fo that none jr 

Uie it i it if even tH day of JiMb*^ trmkki 



fh ffMvirify l/fi ^ tarfMy TTBags^ ^ 

^o h Jde, that ever I (hoold furvive the goTpel^ and the {Nrcd* 
ens I1l>erf]es and rnerdet of it ! Wh^t horrid fias have been haf 
boured amongft os, for which the^Lord coo tends by fnch ao uapa* 
ralleled judgment ? Lord, let me joftify thee, even in ihia feveie 
^peofation 't the provocation of thy foos, and of thy daaghtefs 
have been very great, and amongft them none greater than mine. 
May we not this day read otHr fin io our t>cKir(bmeiK ? O what 
aice and wanton appetites, what carious and itching cars, had 
itkf people in the days of plenty ! Methods, tones and geftorcst^ 
mrcre more regarded than the excellent treaforesof divine tratha. 
Ah, my fonl I I remember my fault this d^y ; little &i I then 
coodder, that (ermons work not upon hearts, as they are tkos 
riegaat, rhas admirable, bat as they are inftrnmeats in the hand 
of Ged appointed to i^h an end. Even as AufttH faid of the 
conduits of water, though one be in the (bape of an angel, an* 
other of a bead, yet fjie water refreflies as ic is water, and not 
as it comes fiom fbeh a conduit: byifaiaalfo, O.Lord, thoa 
• rebukefk the fopineaefs and formality of thy people. How 
drowfie, dull, and carelefs have they been ander the moft ex* 
cellent and qukkniirg means? Few more than I, Alas! I 
have often prefented my body before the Lord in ordiaaacea^^ 
nh 4^xn «}^» but my foul hath beea wandering abroad, at 
t^bryfoflom Ipeaks^ 1 fiiouid have come from under every 
lermoa, as^a fheet comes from the prefs, with all the ftamps and 
Kvely impreflions of the trutha I have heard upon my heart; 
Bat, alas> if it bad been demanded of oKi as once it was of 
Ariftotle» after a long and curious oration, how he liked it ? 
I might have anfwered, as he did, truly I did not bear it ; for 
I was all the while minding another matter. Righteoat arc 
thoa» O Lord, in all that is came upon us l^ 

3. 1 am now as a fpring (hut op, that can ^, ^, . . 

yield Dorefreibmcot to thiHIy fouls, ready i ^Z JT^^^ 
to periflt. Tbou haft laid to me, as once to ^^'^ ' refiemm^ 
Ezekiel, *' Son of man, behold, I will make thy toogne cleave 
** to the roof of thy -moaih, and thon (halt be dumb/' This 
h % very heavy Judgment ; but thou mafl be juftified and clear- 
ed in it. Although men may not, yet God, if he pleafe, may 
pat a lighted candle under a bufheh And herein I muft ac* 
knowledge thy righteoufnefi. Many times have I been finfnlly 
fileal, when both thy giory and the intcreA of fouls engaged 
ane to fpeafc. Moft juftly therefore haft thou made my toogue' 
So cleave to its roof. Little did I conGder the'precioufnefs of 
finib, or the rremeoduo^saccoont to be given for them, at the 
appearing of the grest fltepberd. I have now time enough to 
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•lit dowA tod moara over former mifcarriagcSt aftd loft 'Op^^ 
tooittes. Lord rcAore me once agaio to a ierviceable capacity^ 
fo a larger fpbere of activity for thee, for I am now become as 
!ft brokefi veiTel. It griefes me to the heart to iee thy flock 
Scattered; to hear thy people cry lo me, as ooce to Jo&ph, 
•• Give Bs bread ; for why fcoald iJve die id thy prefence ?*' The 
:wo(d is like fire (hut up ia my boues, aod I am weary with 
ftrbeariug. Oh ! that: thou wouidft ooce agaio open the doors 
^ thioe houfe, that there may be bread enough m thine honfe 
lor all thy children. 

The P O E M. 

WH EJ^} Crod doth make the heavens above as brafi. 
The earth's like iron, flowers, herbs and grafs 
Have loft their fragrant green, are turned yellow ; 
The brooks are dry, the pining cattle bej^ow ; 
The fat and fiow'ry meadows fcorch'd and bura'dj. 
The country's mirth is into meurning turned ; 
The clefted earth her thirfty mouth fets ope 
XJnto the etopty clouds, as 'twere in hope 
Of fomt refreftiiDg drops, that might allay 
«er fiery thirft ; but they fbon pafs away ; 
The penfive hulbandman with his o\«rn eyes 
fiedews his land, becaufe he fees the flcics 
Refofe to do it. Juft (b ftands the cafe. 
When God, from fouls, removes the meails of graccr 
God's minifters are clouds, their doftrine rain. 
Which when the Lord, in judgment, (hall reftram^ 
The peoples fouls in (hort time will be found 
In fuch a cafe as this dry parched ground. 
When this fad judgment falls on any nation. 
Let faints therein take up this lamentation. j 

' O dreadful, dark, and difmal day ! < 

How is OUT glory fled away ? 
"%i^ur fuu^gone down, our ftar& o'ercaft ? 

God's heritage is now laid wafte. 
Our pining fouls no fcrcad can get ; 
With wantons God has juflly met. 
When we were fed unto the full. 
This man was tedious, that was dull : 
But ihcy are gone, and there remain 
No fuch occafions to com plain * 
Stars are not now for lights, but figns, 
God knows o£ what heart-breaking tigiet, 
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JKire hdi^etf infends not peac9» but war$^ 
to cailidg home ambadjldorSb 
How losg did Sodea's jadgmcots ftay, , 
Whea ri^teoiis Lot was iiiatch*d away f 
How long remaia'd that, (lately ball^ 
When Sampfoo teade the pillars fall f 
Wheo horfemeo aod Gommaoders fly> 
Woe to the helplefs ipfaQtry^ ^• 

Tjhia. is a (ad aod .fktal bIow» 
A public lofs, aod oYerthroW^ 
Yoo that lb loog have wifh'd theifi goilc> 
Be quiet ttow the thing Is doUc t .' '^" 

Did they tordieot you e'er your day f 
God hath removed them out o' th* way» 
Mow fleep in fin, and take your ^k ; 
Their doftriae (hall ao more difpleaie, , 

But, Lord ! what (hall become of us f 
Oar teacher's gone, aad left 11s thus ; 
To whom (hall we ourfelves addrels. 
When coufcieoCe labours in diftreis i 
Oh ! who (hall help us out at need f 
Or pour in balm wbeu wounds do bleed f 
Help, Lord I for unto thee our eyes 
Do pour out tears; oar groans^ our aici 
Shall never ceafe, 'till thou reAore 
The mercies which we had before ; 
Till Sion's paths, where grafs now growth 
Be trodden by the JFeet of thofe 
That loire thy naoie, and long t' eojoy 
The mercies they have (inn'd aWay. 

C H A P» XL 
Upoo the Corruption of the Seed before it (pridgf. 

Seedf Jie and rot^ and then mu/lfre/b appear ^ 
Saints bodies rife mwe Orient than they were. 

OBSERVATION. 

AFTE R the feed is cpmniitted to the earth, It leems to 
periSi an^ die, as our Saviour fpeaks, John xii. 24. 
'* Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abid* 
^' cth alone ; but if it diis. it br iugs forth much friut.'' TiSe 
VoL.VU If 
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death of the coro ia the earth, is nai a total death, but Mlf 
the corruptioD or, alteration of it : for if once the iemiaai life 
aod vertue of it were quite extioguiflied, it could oe^er put 
forth blade or ear witlk>ut a miracle. Yet, becaufe chat alte* 
ration is a kind of death, therefor^ ChriA here tiies it as a fit 
illudration of the refurreftbn. /And indeed there is nothing in 
natote more apt to illnftrate that great ropery. What a Tra* 
grant, green, ^nd beautiful blade, do we fee fpring. up from a 
corrupted (bed? How black and mouldy is that I How beauti- 
ful^ and V&rdant is this ? 

A P PL I CAT ION. 

EVEN thus (hall the bodies of the faints arife in beauty- 
and glory at, the refurre^ion : ** They are fown in diC- 
'* honour ; they are raifed in glory ; they are fown natural bo- 
•^ dies; they are raifed fpiritual bodies," i Cor. xv. 43, 44, 
The hufbandman knows, that though the feed rot in the earth, 
yet it will rife again. And the believer knows, *' that though 
** after his ikiu worms deAroy his body, yet in his fieOi he 
*^* (hall fee God/'. Job xix, 25, eirr. AocJ the refimblance be- 
twixt the feed fown, and fpfingiog up ; and the bodies of the 
faints dying, and riflng" again, lies in (hefe following particu- 
lars. 

1. The feed is committed to the earih from whence it came; 
{p is the body of a faint ; earth it was, and to earth it is again 
refolved. Grace exempts not the body of the beft map. from 
feeing corruption, Rom. vili, 10. Though Chrift be in him, 
;^et the body is dead; that is» fentenced to death, becaufe of 
fin, Heb. ix. 27. " But U is appointed for ail men once to 
" die." . 

2. The feed is caft into the earth in hope, i Cor. ix. 10. 
, Were there not a refurreftion of it estpefted, the hufbandman 

would never be willing to caft away his corn. The bodies of 
faints are alfo committed to the grave in hope, i Theff. iv. 13, 
14. ** But I would npt have you to be ignorant, brethren, 
** concerning • thofe which are aflcep, as they which have no 
** hope ; for if we believe that Jefus died, and /ofe again,, even 
** fo alfo them which fleep in Jefus,. (hall the L,ord^ bring with 
** him." . This bfefled hopcof a refurreftion fweetens not only 
thfe troubles of life, but the pangs of death. 

•3. The feed is caft into the earth feafonably, in its proper 
feafon : fo are the bodies ot the faints, Job v. 26. " Thou ftialt 
•'Come to thy grave in a full, age, as a ftiock of corn comcth'^ 
y in^ in its feaion." They always die in the ficteft time^ though 
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fijCQctiiDes they feem to die immatiir ely : the time of their death, 
was from all eternity prefixed by God, beyond which they cap- 
not go, aad &ort of which they caaoot come. 

4. The leed iie$ oiaQy days and nights und^r the clods, be- 
fore it rifes and appears agdio ; *' even fo man Jieth do^'O, an4 
** rileth not agaVn* until the heavens be no more," Joi;> i^iv, 19^ 
The days of darkaefs Ip the grave are many, 

5* When the time is come for its {hooting iip, t^ie e^rtfi 
Aat covered it can hide it no longer ; it cannot (c^cp it* do^p . 
a day mc^e; ic will 6nd or make way through rh^ clods. ;^ 
k that day when the great trump (hail found, .bone..(biaU come 
to its boae, and the grave (hall not be able to bqld t^^m a mi* 
fiute loDger. Both fta and earth mull renider th» 4^i, that 4i^e 
ia them. Rev. xx. 13. • . 

6, When the feed appears above-ground, it appears m^ucji 
more frefh -and. orient, than when it was cad iq^to the ei^th,: 
God doaths ir with iuch beauty, that it is not JiHe to whgc 
it was before* Thus.ri(e the bodies of the faints, ^^rvjeliou^T- 
ly improved, .beautified, and. pcrfeAqd with fpiritnal qualities 
and rich endowments*; In refped whereof they are called fp^rj- 
tul bodies, i Cor.xv. 43, not properly, but Analogically, fpiritf- 
al; for look, ,ai fpirits fubfift without food, tftiiment, ileep, 
know no laflttude, wearinefs or pain ; fo our bpdie^, aft^r t^e 
refurreftlon, (hall be above thefe necefTities and diflomperf ; 
for we fhall be as the angels of God, Maith. xxii. 30. Yep, 
our vile bodies (hall be changed, . and made like iuntp Chrif^'s 
glorious body J which is the highcft pitch and afccnt pf glory 
and houoiir that an haman body is capable^f,(Phil. iii. 21. In- 
deed, the glory of the foul (hall be the gieateft glory ; thai*is 
the orient invaluable gem ; But God will bellow a diftjn^ ^lo- 
ry upon thp body, and richly enamel the very. cafe ia which 
that precious jewel (hall be kept* In that glorious mprningpf 
the refurre^lion, the iaints (hall put on their new frc^h fuits of 
fle(h| richly laid and trimmed with glory. Thofe bodies, which 
in the grave were but duiV and rottennefs, when it delivers thorn 
back again, (ball be (bioing and excellent pieces,.- abfoloteily 
and everlailic^ly freed, (1.) From all n^^turaUnfirmitits aqd 
diftempers: Death is their good phyfician, which at once frc^d 
theflb of all difeafes. ;It is a great affliAion now tp many of the 
Lord's people, to be clogged with fo many bodily ipfirmities, 
whicb.readcr them very unlarviccable dO Gpd. The /pirit m- 
deed is witling, but the flejb is weak, A crazy ibpdy re;«qrts apd 
(hoots back its diilempcrs upon the foul, with which it is fo 

N 3t '. - 
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clofely eoBJoiB^d : But tboagh now the fool (as Thcofihraftis 
fpeaks) pays a dear rent for the tabernacle in which it dwells^ 
yet» when death diflblves that tabernacle, all the difeares and 
paios, onder which it groaned, (hall be buried to the mbhift 
C>f its mortality ; and when they coine to be re«tioited again, 
CoA will beftow rich gifts and dowries^ eTen upon the tody. 
In the day of iu re-elponials to the ioul, (i.) It (hall be freeS 
itom all deforaiities ; there are no breaches, Oi»ws, mooftro^itiei 
Id glorified bodies ; bot of them it may much rather be 614 
what was once faid of Abfaiom, % Sam. xiv. 25./' Tbtt from 
^* the crowD of the head, to the foal of his foot, there was ao 
*« blemiih in him." (3.) It (hall be freed from all natural ac^ 
ceflities, to which it is now iabjcAed in this its aniaaal Aate^ 
|Iow is the fool now difquieted and tortared with cares ai4 
troubles, to provide for a perilhing body ? Many oobdiemg 
and unbecoming fears, it is now vexed with t What (ball i| 
eat? And what (hall it driok? And wherewithal (ball if b« 
doathed ? '* But meats for the belly, and the belly for meats 1 
^* God (hall deftroy both it and them/* i Cor« vi. 13. u e. a 
to their prefent ufe and office; for as to its exiftence, fo the 
belly (hall not be detlroyed. But even as the mafts, poop and 
l^crn of a (hip abide in the harbour, after the voyage is ended, 
ib (hall thefe bodily members, as Tertullian excellently tUa- 
ilrates it. (4.) They (hall be freed from deacb, to which 
thenceforth they can be fubje^l no more ; that formidable ad* 
vcrfary qf nature (hall afTauit it no mpre. ** For they whidi 
** Ihall be accounted worthy to obtain that world, and the re* 
** furreflion from the dead, neither marry, nor are given in 
** marriage; neither can they die any more ; for they (hall be 
** equal to the angels* and are the children of God, being the 
<* children of the reforreAion," Luke xx. 3 5, 36. Mark it 
(equal to the angels) not that they (hall be ieparate, and iingle 
fpirits, without bodies as the angels are: but equal to them in 
the way and manner of their living and aS;iog *• We (hall 
then live upon God, and at£V*freely, purely, and delightfully 
for God ; for all kind of Uviog upon, and ddigbttng in aea* . 
tures, feems ia that text (by a fynecdocfae of jthe part which 
IS ordinarily in Tcripture put for all creature^delights, dependent 
cies, and peceflities) to be excluded. Nothing but God (ball 
enamour apd fill the Ibul ; and the body (hall bie perfcAly inb« 
^ued to the (pirit. Lord, what )iaft t)ipp prepared ^ then 
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R £ F LE CTI O N S. 

1* If I (hall receive mj body again fo dignified The heahi* 
wd improved io the world to come, then Lord let ful fainfs 
me never be nnwilUog to ufe my body now for the refle&im. 
intereft of thy glory, or my own ftlvation ! Now;^ 
Q my God/ it grieves )ne to think how many precious oppor- 
mnities of rerviog amdfaononriog thee 1 have loft, under pre- 
faence of endangering my health I 

I have been mor^ folidtons to five long and healthfully, than 
to liv^ nfefnlly and fruitfully ; and^ like' enough, my Rfe had 
been more ierviceable to thee, if it had not been To fondly over* 
valned by me: 

Fodiih foul \ hath God ^en thee a body for a living tobl 
orinflrument? And art thou afrud to u(e«it^ Wherein te 
the mercy of havii^g a body, if not in fpeodingand wearing it 
om in the fervice of God ? To have ap active vigorous body, 
and not to employ and exerdfe it for God, for feir ot endan* 
^rti^ its health, is, as if one ftiould give thee a handibtte aBd[ 
Iprightful horfe, upon condition thoi^ fiicmldefl not ride or 
work him. O 1 if fome of the fabti had enjoyed the bleffing 
of fuch an healthy aAive body as mioe^ what excellent Jervicea 
would they have performed to God in it ? 

2. If my body iball as furely rife again in glory, &% g u 
irieonr, and excellent endowments, as the feed which y- fJj^^y 
I fow doth I why fliouM nor this comfort me over 'i^*^^* 
fdl the pains, weakneflTes, and dulnefs, with which r^^^^* 
my foul is now clogged ? Thou knoweft, my God, what a 
grief it hath been to my fonl^ to be fettered and entangled with 
the diftempers and manifold indirpofitions of this vile body : 
It bath made me (igh; and fty, with holyAnfelme, when he 
. law the iDounting biid weighed down by the flone hanging at 
her leg, I^ord, thus it farer with the foul of thy fervant | Fsia 
Would I (erve, glorify, and enjoy thee, but a diftempered bo« 
#y will not let me. However^ it is reviving, to think, that 
diough I am now forced to cra^l like a worm, in the difcharge 
of my duties, I (hall (hortly fly, like a feraphim^ in the exe*^ 
cutioo of thy will. Cheer up, drooping foul;, the time is at 
hand, when^thou (halt be made more willing than thou art, 
and thy flefli not fo weak as now It is. 

' 3. And is it fo mdeed f Then let the dying «^ jl,* ^ 
faint, like Jacob, rouze up himfelf upon bis bed, yf^^H 
^nd encourage himielf agaioft the fears of death by -v^. ^ ^^ 
tbU r^cihing xofi(i4c^|M}« Let Wm &yi ^it| /T?^"' t 
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holy dyiog Mofcalus, why trembleft thoa, O my ibul» to go 
forth of this taberoade to the iaocl of reft ? Hath thy body beea 
inch a pleafaat habttatioo to thee, that thou Oiooldft be fo 
loth to pact with it, though but for a timei aiui with afliiraiiQe 
of receiving it again with focb a glorious improvement ? tl 
koow» O my foal, tha^ thou haft a natural iodinatipn to this 
body, rehiltiog from the dear and ftriA anion which God him- 
felf hath made betwixt thee^ and it ; yea, even the holieft of 
men do fometimes feufibly feel the like in themfelves ; Jbnt he* > 
ware thou iove it not immoderately or inordinately,; it is bnt 
;a creature, how dear foever it be to thee; yea, a £«iiBg cm- 
ture, iind that wi^tch now ftands in thy way to the foil enjoy- 
D^ent of God. But fay, my foul, why zxt the thcm^irts of 

* parting with it To hnirdenfome co thee ? 'Why (b loth to take 
. death by its cold hand I Is this body thy old and dear* friend? 

True, but yec thqn parteft not with it upon fuch fad terms, ' 
as (hould dcCbrve a tear, at parting'. For mayeft thon not h^ 
of this departure, as Paul at the departure of One£fflns ? Phiiem. 

• ver. 15. *Mt therefore departeth for a (eafon, that thou mayeft 
» ** receive it for ever." The day of re-efponfals. will quickly 

. come; and in. the mean time, as thy body fliall not be fenfibie 
of the tedious length of interpofing time, lb neither (halt thon' 
be foUicitous about thine abient fiiend ; for the fruitibn of GiKi 
in thine unbodied fta^te, (hall iiU thee with infinite iatisfa&ion, 
and reft. 

Or is it. not (b much (Imply for parting with It, as for tfae 
manner of thy parting, either by the flow and lingering ap> 
prbachcs.of a natural, or the quick and terrible approaches of 

.a violent death: Why trouble not thyfelf about that; for if 
God lead thee through the long dark lane of a tedions ficknefs, 
yet at the end of it is thy fatherls houfe? And for a violent 

. death, it is not fa material, whether friends or enemies fiand ' 

weeping or triumphing over thy dead body. NUnl. corpus fen- 

fit in n^rvo cum amma fit in coeJo^ When thy fbul ftiall be in 

heaven,, itwiil not be (en&ble how the body is iifed.oa earth. 

^. ,. 4. ^ut, oh ! what, an uncomfortable parting 

e ungo y ^.^j ^.^^ ^ , ^^^ ^^ much rooi:e fad opr jnect- 

joul s rejiec- .^^ ^^^.^ ^ j^^^ ^.^ ^j^.^ g^^j ^^ ^^^ ^j^^^ 

'^^* yea, tremble, when they meet, who have been 

co-partners in fo muchgn^iit? I damned my fonl, to f^eafe 
my fleih, and-now have ruined both thereby: Had I denied 
my iic(h to (erve Chrift, worn out my body in the fervice t>f 
my foal, I had, thereby, ih^ppUy provided for them both, bnt 
1 hegdin^w.the v^roog end, and fo have jruiaed both, eternally.. 
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.Tfcc F.OvE M. 
T) ARE feeds have no great beauty, bot, iobam^i. 
Ml Yhai which they had is- loft, aad qaite cooftim'd 5 
'I t)ey fooQ corrupt and grow niore bafe, by odds. 
When dead, and btiry'd underneath the ctods : 
It falls in bafenef9{ but at length doth rife 
In glory» which delights beholders eyes. 

. How great a difference have a few days made, 
Ketwixt it, in the buftiel and the blade ! 
This lovely, lively emblem aptly may 

- Type out the glorious refurreftion-day ; 

" Wherein the Tarn ts, that in the duft do lie, 

^ Shall rife in glory, vigour, dignity ; 
With finging, in that morning they arife, 

' And dazle glory, fuch as mortal eyes ^ 

Ne*er viewed on earth. The fparkling beauties here. 
No more can equalize their fplendor there, 

• Than glimmering glow-worms do the faireft ftar 

' That firines in heaven, or the fiones that are 
In every ftreet, may competition hold 
With glittering diamonds in rings of gold. 
For unto Chrift*s moft glorious body they 
Shall be conformed in glory at that day ; 
Whofe luftre would, Ihould it on mortals fall, 
Tranfport a Stephen, and confound a Paul. 
*Tis BOW a coarfe and crazy houfe of clay ; 
But, oh ! how dear do fouls for lodgings pay f 
Few more than I : For thou, my foul, haft bcco 
Within thcfc tents of Kedar cooped in ; ' 

Where, with diflempers clogg'd, thou mak'ft thy moans. 
And, for ddiverance, with tears and groans 
Haft often fuM : Cheer up, the time Vill be, 
When thou from all thefe troubles (hall be free: 
No jarring humours, cloudy vapours, rheums, 

' Pains, aches, or whatever elfe confumes 
My days in grief; whilft in the Chriftian racc^ 
Fle(h lags benibd, and can't keep equal pace 
With the more willing fpirit ; None of thefe 
Shall thenceforth clog thee, or difturb thine eafe.. 



CHAP* X«. 

Vpoa the reieiiibliiicc of Wheat aod TKrcl^ 

At wheat refifmUed is, by viUr tares ^ 
So vile fypocH^, liki graa appear s\, 

B S E RVATI R 

IT is Jerom's obrervatioa, that wheat aod ur«i lire fb m^A 
alike io their 6t^ fpriogtog ap, that it is exceeding difficalc 
16 diftiogniai the one from the other : Thefe are his Words, 
Mnier triticum et hUum quam&u herka efi^ et nondum cuhnus 
venit adfpicam ; grants JimiUtudo eft i et indifcernendo out 
mUa^ out per difficiUs diftanSia. The differenoe (faith he) tyc- 
tweeo them, is either none at all» lev woQderfally difficult to 
difcern, which thofe words of Cbrift^ Mat. xiii. 30., plainly am* 
irm. Let them both alooe till the harveft ; thereby intim)K,t* ^ 
iog, both the difficulty of diftiogoiffiiog the tares and wheat % 
as alio the onwarrantable raOmeft of bold and hafty cenfurea 
of men's fincerity or hypocrify, which is there ihadQwed by 
them* 

APPLICATION, 

HOW difficult foever it be to difcem the difTerenc^ betwixt 
wheat *and tares» yet, doubtlefs, the eye of fenfe can 
much eafier difcriiainate them, than the mofi quick and piercing ' 
eye of man can dtfcern the diffisrence betwixt fpecial and com* 
mon grace ; for all fsviiig graces in the faints have thev coun* 
terfeits in hypocrites. There zxtjimilar works in theie^ which 
a fpiritual and very judicious eye may eafily mlftake for thcySsv* 
ing a^dgtnuim effe&s of the fanAifying Spirit. 

Doth the Spirit of God convince the confciences of his peO* 
]de of the evil v>f fin ? Rom. vti. 9. Hypocrites have their 
convictions too, £xod. x. 16. *^ Then Pharaoh called for Mofea 
^* and Aaron in hafte ; and he faid» i have finned againft the 
** Lord your God, and againft you." Thus was Saul al& 
cooviAed, 1 Sam. xv^ 24. 

Doth true conviAion and compunAioo work refiarinatioo of 
life in the people of God ? Even hypocrites alio have beea 
famous for their reformations. The unclean fpirit often goes 
out of the formal hypoaite, by an external reformatbn ; and 
yet fiill retains his propriety in them» Matth. xii. 43, 44. For 
that departure is indeed no more than a politic retreats Manf 
chat (ball never efcape the damnation of hcll» have yet cfcaped 
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the pdindMs oC the world, and that by the knowlodge 6f the 
Sou (^God, 2 P^tji. 21. 

DotH the Spirit of the Lord prodoce that glorioiM and fnper^ 
oataral work of faith io coovuiced aod homble fouls ? la this 
;d(b the hypocrite ape$ and imitates . the believer^ A&s viii. 13. 
" Thea Simon himfcff believed alfo." Luke viii. 13. *• Thcfe 
'■ are they which for a while Micve, and ja tioie of Cemptatioa 
" fall away/* . 

Doth the precious eye^ of faith, difcoVerUip^ the tranfoeodent 
cxcelleodes that are m Chrift, loflaoie the affbAioos of the be- 
lieviog ibal with vehement deftres and longings after him i 
Strange tnotions of heart have alfo been found in hypocrites to* 
wards Chrift and heavenly things, John vi. 34. ** Lord, cver- 
f* aiore give Qs* this bread.'* Mat, xxv. 8i *• Give as of yoipr oil, 
" for our lamps are gone out/* With what araptnre^ss Ba* 
laam tranfported, when he faid> *' Let me die the death of the 
^ fighteons, and my lad end be like his V* Numb, zxiii, ro. 

,Doth the >vork/>f faith, in fprne believers, bear upon its cop 
branches the foil lipe fruit <rf a blefled aiTarance ? Lo! what 
OroQg confidences, and high^built perftiaiions of an intereft m 
God^ have ibqietimes been found even in unianAified ones ? 
|(Ao viii. 54. " Of whom yon (ay, that he is your God; and 
f< yet ye ha^e not known him/* To the (ame hei^t of confi- 
dence arrived thgTe vain fouls, mentioned in Rom. ii. 19. Yea, 
fo ftrong may this falfe alTorancc be, that they dare boldly .veo- 
titre to go to -the juc^m^t-fcat of God, and there defend it, 
MsA. vlt. ai. ** Lord, Lord, have wc not prophefied in thy 
" nameV* 

Doth the Spirit of God fill the heart of the afiured believer 
with joy uefpeakable and fuU^ glory, giving tbeci, thrcfUgh 
faith^ a prelibation, or foretafte of heaven itfelf, in tboTe firfl: 
frufts of it ? How near to this comes that which the apoftk fup- 
pofe&may be fonnd even in apofi^tt \ Heb. vi. 8^ 9. who are 
lliere fatd '* to tafte the good. word of God, and the powers of 
" tte world to come.'* What feall I lay, if Jceal Cbriftiana de- 
light tk oriSnancei, thofe that are none, may alfo delight vx 
approacbi^ to God, Ezek. xxxiii. yi. It may be yoo wiU 
f^, though ^the difference be not eafily diTcernabl^ in their 
af^iye obedience^ yet, when it (hall corner tai fufiering*. there 
ev€^ eyemiy difcerQ it; the falfe heart will then flinch, tuid 
cannot brook that wprk« And yet even this is no infallible rok 
neither; for the ^^le (uppofes, thai the/i/ai;i|<M<fcr of hypo- 
oi{y may live io the very flames of insttyrdom, i Cor. xUi. 3. 
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^ ll I giv^ tor body to be barat, aod have not charfty.** fM 
it was loog fioce determiqed in this cafe, Nm poem^ fed cwfjL 
facit martynmi fo, that without cootroveriy^ the difficulty of 
diftiaguiiliing tbem is very great. 

• i^od this dificreoce will yet be more fubde aod uQdifcerniUe^ 
if I (hould UU yoo, that as in fonBany things the hypocrite re- 
fembJes the 6i»t ; fi> there are other things in which a real 
Chriiiiao may a^t too like an hypoaite. When we find a Ri;^ 
raoh confeifiog, aad Herod praftifiog, as well as hearing, a Jn- 
das preaching Chrift, and Alexander ventnriDg bis life for Faal ; 
aod, on t^ other fide, (hall find a Pavid coodetnniog thkt in 
another, which he praAifcd himfelf, an Hezekiah glorying in 
his richer, a Peter dlflembliug, and even ail the ditciples for- 
laking Chrift in an hour of trouble and*d;lnger : O then f hotir 
hard is it for the eye of man to diicero betwixt chaff and wheat \ 
How many upright hearts are now cenfured, whom God witt 
clear ? How many falfe hearts are now approved^ whom God^ 
will condemn ? Men ordinaridy have no clear convidVive proofs, 
but only probable l^mptoms ; which, at moft, can beget but a 
coojefVnrai knowledge of another's ilate. Aod they chat {hall 
peremptorily judge cither w^, may poffibly wrong the genera- 
tion of the wpjightf or, on the other 6de, abfblve aad juftify 
rhe wicked. Andtinly, conflderiDg what hath been feld, it 
is no great wonder, that dangerous midakes are fo frequently 
made in this matter. But though man cannot » th^ Lord both 
can, and will, perfeflly difaimioate thera. " The Lord know- 
•* cth who are his," a Tim, ik t^. He will have a day perfeftly 
to fever the tares from the wheat, to melt off the varnKh df 
the mod refpfendtnt and refined hypocrite, and to blow off the 
adies of infirmities, which have covered and obfcured the very 
fparksof (iocerity in his people : he will make fiich a divifion as 
was never yet made in the world, how many divifions foever there' 
have been in it. ' '* And then (hail men indeed return, and dil« 
'' cern between the righteous and the wicked; betwixt him 
*' that ferveth God, and him that ferveth him oot.** Mean 
while, my fou^l, thou eanft not better employ thyfelf, whether 
thou be found or unfound, than in making tbefe rcAe^ons up 
on thyfelf^ 

REFLECTIONS. 

And is thisfo? Then, Lord, pardon the 

^he cenforums rafbncfs and precipitancy of my cenfbrious fp»> 

fouts refle6lion. rit ; for I have often boldly anticipated th|f 

judgment, aqd alTumed thy prerogative, ak 

though thott haft £ud« ^< Why* doft thou judge thy brother ^ 
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, «* Abd why doft ihoo fct at' nought thy brother ? We (ball aU 
** Ibod before the judgment Tcat^of Chrtft. For it is ttrritteOj 
^ As 1 live (fatch the Lord) every koee (hall bow to iriC, and 
^' every, tongue (bail conlels to God. Let us not therefore 
^Vl^dge -one another any mois," Rom xiv. lo, ii, 12» 13* 
And again ; ** He that judgeth me is the Lord. Let us there^ 
^* fore judge nothing before the time, trntil the Lord come, who 
** both will bmag t^ light the hidden things ot darkneifs, and 
^' make mantfefi the counfels of the heart ; and then (hajl every 
^* man have praife of God/' i Cor. iv. 4» 5. 

What if God will^wn fome of them for his ibus, to whom 
I refute to give the jrefpeS of brethren? I may pafs haAy and ' 
headlong cenfuiies upon others ; but where is my commKioo for 
. fo doing^ I want not only a comoMffioo, bot <fit<qua]i&ationi 
for fucb a work as this. .Can I piereeinco the heart as God:? 
Cian I infallibly difcover the hidden motives, ends and principles 
of adions ? Befides, O my foul, thov art coalcioos of fo much 
falienefs in thyfeif, that were there no other confideratioo, that 
abne might reftraia thee from all uncharitable and haly <etkfure& 
If others knew but what I know of myfelf, would they noi 
judge as ieverely of me, as I do of others ? 

2. Though I may not judge the final ftate 
of another, yet { may^ <and ought to judge Thi pr^fimtpiu^ 
ihe ft4te of my owb foul ; which is, doubt- &us /outi rejkc' 
lefs, a more neceflary and concerning work' turn. 
40 me. For fioce every faving {race an a^ 
Chriftiaa hath its counterfeit in the hypoaire, h(>w needful it 
it for thee, O my fouU to make a (land here, and (blemaiy to 
ponder this^neftion. Whether thofe things, whereon 1 depend, 
as my befl evidences for the life to £ome, be the re^i. or oni^ 
5he common works of the Spirit I Whether they may be fuch 
as can now endure the ted of the word, and,aUde a fair trial 
'at the bar of my own ^onfcienoe-! 

Come then, my ^ool, isx die Lord before thee, to whom 
the&crets of all hearts are manifeft; and in the awful jenfe of 
that great day, make true atrfWer to thefe heart-diTcovering 
t^ueries: For though t^iou canft not difcern the difference be « 
twixt thefe things in another* yet thou mayeft and ougbteO to 
^ifcern it in tby^lf : For what man know« ihe tluogsof a man« 
lave the fpirit of man that is in himl 

1. is my obedience uniform? am I the (ame man at a!) 
times, places and companies r Or rather, am I not exaQ and 
cwriiuis la open and pubUci remifi and carelefs in private ni>^ 

O ^ , 



toS Hufhtniry SpirihutUzeJ r or^ 

fecret battel? Sincere ibols arc tmifrnm fouls, Pfid. €itev<^ 

the bypoaite is no ciofet-mao^ Matth. vu 5. 

a. D6ch that which I call grace ia me oppofe and morlifj, or 
doth it oot rather qiieily coafift with, aad pcoieft my lofis 
ftod cormptionl? True grace tolerates 00 loA, Gal. v. 17. Na^ 
not the l>oibin darling corroptioQS» Pfal.xviii. 23. 

3. Doth that which I call my grace, honibic, empty, miA 
abafe' my foul ? Or rather, doth it not pnff it up wlib klf^cpa* 
' eeitedoefs ? All faving grace is hnmbUng grace, i Cor. xw. ipw 
** But the fool which is lifted op» is not upright,'* Hab. ii. 4. 

Laftty, Canil thoo» miy fool, rejoice and blcfs God for the 
grace imparted to others ? And rejoice, if any deiign for Chrift 
bd carried on in the world by other hands? Or, rather, doA 
thou oot envy thofe that eiccel thee, and careft for no work la^ 
which.thoo art not feen ? 

But ftay, mj fool, it is enough : If tbefe be the fubftaatiad 
diiFeresices betwixt fpecial and common grace» I more than 
doubt, I (hall not endure the day of his coming, Wboftfmi is in 
Ms hakd. Do not thofe fpots appear upon me, which are mft 
the fpots of bis children i Woe is me, poor wretch ! the cha-* 
racers of death are upon my foal! Lord add power to ifac 
form, life to the name to live, prafltce to the knowledge, or 
I periih etemaDy !. O rather give me the faiftt's Aiart, than, the 
ifngels tongues the pooreft breathing of the Spirit* than the 
ridieft ornaments or common giftis ! Let me never deceive 
myfelf, or others, in matters of b deep and everlafting conic* 
quence. 

f he P O E M. 

TN eaftem countries, as good authors write, 
* Tares, in their fptinging up, appear to fight. 
Not like itfelf, a weed^ but real wheat ; 
Whofe-(hape and form it counterfeits 6> neat. 
That 'twould require a moft judicious eye. 
The one from t'other to diverlify. 
Tin both to fome maturity be grovm. 
And then the difference is eas'ly known* 
Even thus hypocrify, that curled weed. 
Springs up fo like true grace, that he will need % 

More than a common infight in this cafe, 
*^Jut faith, this is n6t, that is real grace. 
Ne'er did the cunning a£):or, tho' a flave 
Array'd in princcilf robes* himfelf behav^ 
Soiiiie a king, as this doth a& tke part 
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Of£nn8ggnioe, by^ its deep faelfilh art. • ^ . 

Do gracious fools melt, moom, and weep for fia ? 
The lifce ia bypeaitei ob&rv'd hath been* 
Hate chef tbetr comforts, joys, and raptures fwect ? 
With xhcm is comforts l:grpocrites do meet. 
In si\ religbos <hities f hey can go , . 

As ^r as fmts, m loQiethiDgs farther loo i 
They fpeak like angels, and you'll think wldiio^ 
The tery fpirit of Chrift and grace bath been. 
They coma fo near, that fenie, fike I&ac, take 
Jacob ficNrE&n, this, for that miftafce^ 
And boldly call (theireycs, with hts^ being dbn) 
Troeg^ee; hypootfy i and duty, fin: 
Yea, many zUo^ Jacob^Kket einbraoe 
Leah for Rachel, commoo gifts for grace: 
And itt' their bofom hnjg it, 'till the Hght 
Difcomr their iaiftake, and dear their fight : 
And theii^ like him, cot^bnnded they wUl ay, 
Alas! ^Leah, cors'd hypocrify I 
Guide mc, my God, that I may not, iaftead 
Of faviag grace, nurfe tfp this cnrled,weed. 
O let my heart, ut laO* by thee be foond 
Kncere» apd all thy vorkiags oa it fonnd 1 

CHAP. xin. 

<Jpoo the Dangers incident to the Cora from Seed^'ttmc to 
^ Harvcft. 

' Pcwb, iui§is^ and ilqfiings do your corn armpy ; 
Evenfo airn^imr would y^ut gwaci dijtroy. 

O B S E R V.A T ION. 

THERE are, amongft many others, three critical and daa^ 
gazoos periods bemipen the feed^time and hartcft. The 
firit, when corn is nevHy committed to the earth, all that lies 
uncovered is qmekly picked up by the birds ; aad moch of 
thfltt iivhich is but flightly coveted, is plucked upas foon as it 
bepas \o fprout, tqr rooks, aud other devonring fowls, Mat. 
idii. 4* Bat if it eicape the fowls^ and geu root in the eartis 
yet then It is hazarded^ by aostiotis weeds, which purloin, and 
fiick away its nouri(hmait, wfaiMl it is yet m the tender blade. 
if by the care of the vigilant hvlbaudmaa it be freed from 
d»«king VK«ds ; yet, iafti^ as great a danger 7» «ay ^ tb' 
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imrnMr AilI attends it ; for ofieotimes, whilft it is bloving tfi 
the ear, bladiogi and mildews imite it ia the ilalk, aod cats oST 
the juice and Tap that ftioold afceod to ooorifh the ear» and 
io (hrivels Aod dries up the grain whilft it is yet imraatorate ; 
whereby it becomes like thofe ears of com in Pharaoh's viiioB« 
which were th»n and blafted wkh the eaft-wind ; or like the eais 
%ht Pfalmift fpeaks of npcm the hoofe-top, wherewith the reaper 
fiUeth not his arms. 

APPLICATION. 

TRUE grace, from the infancy to the perfadioo thereof* 
conflifts with far more greater dai^ers, amongft which 
it anfwerably me<rts with three dangerous periods* which mar- 
vellonfly hazard it : So that it is a omch greater wonder that it 
<ver arrives at its jn() ^erfedion. For» { i .) No fooner hath the 
great Hufbandman difTeminated ihefe holy feeds in the regene* 
rate heart, hot mnhftiides of impetuous corruptiotts immediate* 
ly aflault^ and would certainly devour them, like the fowb of the 
Siir, did not the fame arm that fowed ehem, aifo pmteA them. 
It fares with graoe» as with Cbrifty its Author, whom Herod 
fought to deft.K>y in hisvery infancy^ The new creature is fcaroe 
warm in its feat, before it muft fight to defend ttfelf. This copKia 
is excellently fet forth id that famous text. Gal. v. 17. ** The 
** flefli Infteth againft the fpirit, and the fpirit againft the Atttk ; 
** aad thefe are contrary the «ne to the other, fo that ye caa- 

^ ** not do the things that ye would." 

*. By flefti here xioderHand the corruption of natqiie by ori^ 
ginal fin, and the finful n^otions thereof; by Spirit, not the 
ibul, or natural fpirit of man, but the Spirit of God iq mao^ 
viz, thofe graces in mah which are the workman(hip of the Spi- 
rit, and therefore called by his name«< The^oppofitioa betwixt 
thefe two is exprefled by lufting, (L €.) defiring the mutoal 
rni^ and deftrui^ioo of each* ether; foreveu when they are 
not aAing, yet then they are lufitng; theseis anoppofite dif* 
jpofition agatof): each other? which oppoficioais both a/cmitai 
and an ^e6iive loppofition. There are two contrary forms; 
two men in every faint. Col. im. 9, so. From b^ce aa effcAive 
oppoficion muft needs foQow ; for^s things are in their natures 
^ad principles, fo they are in .their operations and efieAs ; work* 
iogs always follow beiegs ; fire und water are of contrary 
qaalities. and when they meet, they e&tftively oppofe each, o* 
ther. Sin and grace are fo oppofite, that if fin (kould oeafe to 
oppofe grace, it would ceafe to be fin ; and if grace (hould ceufe 
to oppofe fia^ it woaldxeafe to be grace. And this doth naudi 
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imre endrnger the wirork of grace than aoy other eQeai]r it hath; 
becaofe it wprks agamlt it more iavmnBy, confiantfy^ and 
advantageoujfy, than aoy thiag elfe can do. (i.) More inwardlf^ 
for it hath its being and working in the fame ibul where grace 
dwells; yea, in the felf-f^^n^ faculties; fo that it ootoolf 
iets one faculty agaiaft another, but the &nie faculty a^nft it* 
iclf ^ the underftandifig againft the nnderfianding, and the w9l 
againft the will ; £> that ye Cannot do the good>.nor yet the 
evil that ye would; not thegodkl that ye wotild, becaufewhett- 
the f^rtt nioveth to good« and beats upon the heart by Divioe 
puliations, exciting it to duty, the fkih-^aofTes and oppofet k 
there; and if it cannot totally hinder the performance' of m 
duty, yet it lames the foul upon the working hand, wherie* 
by the performance is not (bfpiriiual, fiee and compofed, as it 
de&res ; nor yet the evil that yMi would commit, if grace were 
, not there ; becaufe when lull fiiFS, in it$> firft motions, grace 
pms a rub in its way. '' How can I do this great wickedne&t 
>' and fm againft God ^" Oen. uxix. ^ And if it cannot (whidi 
for the moft part it doth) hinder the aftiag of fin, yet it fo ea* 
gages the will again ft it, that it is not committed with com|da* 
ceocy and full 9onfeBt, Rom. vil 15. ** What I do, I allow not.* 
(2.) It oppoies it more conftantiy, it is like a continual dfop* 
ping; a man can no more fly from this enemy than from him* 
&if. There is a time when the devil leaves tempting, Matth. 
tv. If. but no time when corruptioo ceafes from working, 
i^nd, laftly, it oppoies grace more advaHXagiwJIy than any other 
enemy can do, for it is not only always in the fame fool viith 
it, but it is therie naturally ; it hath the advantage of the (bit 
which fuiis with it. And yet, ob the wonder of free grace I 
it is not fwallowed up in viflory^ but it efcapes this hazard. 

Btit (a.), it foon meets with another, though it efcapes this, 
even by temptations, which ftrike defperately at the very life of 
it ; for tfaefi;, like the weeds, with feeming}y*loving embraces^ 
Claip about it ; and did not the faithful God now make a way to 
cfcape, inftead of an harveft, we (houM have an heap ? For, . 
alas, what are we ! to wredle with principalities and power^ 
andfpirittml wickednclles in high places ? 

Laftiy, Sad relapfes, like blafts and roflings, do often fatfe, 
and greatly endanger it, when it is even ready for the harveft. 
Thus it fell out with David, whofe laft ways were not like his 
firft ; and yet by this thefe holy fruits were not utterly deflroy'^ 
ed, becauft it is the feed of God, and fo is immortal, i Jobtt 
V. 4, 5. Andalfo becaufe the prbmifeaof pcrfeverance atid 
tidory made to it^ cannot be frudraied; amongfl; which thc^ 
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ift cibelteiity likJi?. lo. Jer. xxxiv. 4a i Cor.i. 8. Pfil. L 
3. Pfal. cxxv. i.Joboiir. 15. So that here is matter cf na^ 
jpealu^le comfort ; choogb the fle(b fay, Eg9 itfidam^ I will 
fail thee ; though the world fay« Ego decipiam^ I will <kccive 
thee ; though the devil fay. Ego eripiam^ I wiU fnatch thee ar 
mray ; yet as loog as Chrift (aith, I will never leave thee, nor for* 
filte tbeei thy graces are iecure in the midil of all tbefe cue* 

R JE F.L E C TA O N S. 

I. This fool of mine was once q}0wed up 
Tht af^atfs by cooviftioo, and fowo (as I cboogbt) with 
refk£H$n. the feed of God. In thofe days nuioy pur- 

pofes aod good refohitioDS began to chink and 
bod forth, promifing a biefled harveft: bot oh! (with what 
coofternation and horror fliould I fpe^ it) the cares and ple»> 
feres of this- life, the luils aod cormptions of my bafe heart 
Iprifiglng up, have quite deftroyed. and choked it; bywhick 
it appears it was not the (eed of God, as I then imaguied it to 
be^; and now my expefted barveft Aall be an heap in the day 
of grief and defperate forrow, Ifa. xviu 11. I had oonvifijoos^ 
bat they are gone ; troubles for £n, coniaence. of duties, hot 
fill it blaiVed, and my foul is now as a banco fieU» w)u^h God 
hath corfed. 

Woe is me ! I have revolted from God, and now that dread- 
ful word, Jer. xtii* 5,^6. ireVidently fulfilled upon me; *' for 
^* I am like the heath In the defart, thatlieeth not when good 
^* Cometh ; my foul inhabits the parched places of the wilder^ 
^ nefs/^ Alas^! all ay formal aitd heardeft duties were bot as 
fo many icare-crows in the fieJdt which could not defend diefe 
flight workings from being devoured hj the infernal fowls. 
Had theie principles been thef^d^of God,.no,doubt tjhey would 
liafe cantiouod and overcome the world, 1 John ir. 19. Wretcl^ 
«d foul ! tKy cafe is fad ; it will be bener with the uncultivated 
wikJernefs, than with fuch a mifcarrytng foul, unlefs the great 
Huibandman plow thee up the £econd time, and fow thy heart 
ariih better feed. 

2. And are the corroptioQS of my heart 
The carekfs fonts to grace, what fowls, weeds, ^d mildews 
refie&ion*^ are. to the corn ? O what need have I theft 

to watch my heart, and keep it with all di- 
ligence; for in the life of that grace is wrapt up the life of 
cay foul. He that carries a candle in his hand, vola blufiring^ 
ilormy night, had need to cover it clofe, leA it be blown our, 
and he left iadorkncis, O let me never fay, God bath pro*; 



^lifed i\ fiiall perfi^ver^, and thcrefoTC I need not be iQ folljcit- 
ous to prefc^Fvq it i for a^ this iiifeircnce is quiti: op|)oi5tc to die 
nature of tnie grace apd ^ifiqi^nce, which neyer encourage to 
cardefnefs, but provoke the foul to an induflrious ixk of ^leans 
to preferv^ it j fo it i$ in itfelf m irmional aind fenfclef? con- 
clufion, which wiij never follow from any fcripture-promife : 
for although it i^ re^lj granted, that God haih made many 
comfortable and fweet promifc^ to the gr^c? of hi$ people, yet 
we muft expeft |o enjoy the b<nefit§ and bleffings of all thofe 
promifes, in that w^y.and order in which God hath propiifed 
them 5 and that is in the. careful and diligent ufe of thofe means 
which he Jl^th prefqrib^d, £zek. ifxxyu 36, 37. Fqr promifes 
do not exchidc, but inipjy tfiQ ufe of mea^s, A£ts xxvii. 31. 
J know my life i? det^mine<^fQ 9 day, to an hoqr, and I Ihall 
live out every miniite God hath appointed; but yet, lam 
bound to provide food, raiment and phyfi(: to-preferve it. 

To conclude, let d}\ doubting Chriftian^ -« j l^- 
refiea f^liQufly upon this trutl), and fuck r,J,'AZ 
marrow and fatnefs cut of i> to ftrengtben -^^"^ s rejiections. 
«nd eftablifh thcjw againft all their fe^rs : your life, your fpirit- 
uai life hath for m^ny ycar$ banged in fufpenc^ hiefore you ; 
and you have often fsiid >viitb D^vid^ I Ihall one day f^jl by the 
band of Saul. Defponding, tremWing "foul I lift up thine eyes, 
and look upon the fields; the com liv^s ftillt ^nd grows up, 

» though birds have watched to devevr it ; fnpws have covered 
it, beaft^ii^ve cropped it, veeds l«ive almoftchQaked it, yet it 
is pteferv^d- And hath not God ittore <are of that precious 
feed <rf his ovn Spirit; in rhee, fb^n wy hnfbaadmaii hath of 
bis com ? Halh he not feid, << Thai birving begnn the good 
<« work in thee, He wi)l pecfeft. it to the day of Q^rift V* Phil. 
i* 6. H?th he HQt feid, \ giveynto Aewa eterp^l life^ and they 
iball never pcrifli, John -35. 28, H^ft thou noti many times 
faid, and thpnght of it, W thou doft n<)W, d^d yet it lives ? O 
what Txiatter of unfpegfeable joy and comfort w. tbis to upright 

' foiils! Wellth(Bn,bc not difcouragcd, for thouHl0ft not run 
as one uncertain, nor 6^ aa onQ ths^t beaH? the aTr, -1 Cor. 
ix. 26. But tihe foijfldistQQn of God ftanda fnre, having this 
feal, the Lord knows vfkQ arc his* a Tica. ii- 19, Though thy 
grace be vrcak,.tHy Qdd? ift ftrongj though' the ftream fecm 

' &metipie^ t^ fiiili ycf -ti^ ftd by aa ctetTftoiring fptmtain, 
' ■ • • t^e P O E M. 
' rTpi'I S juftly wondered that an ear of corn ^ 
I Should com« at laft in fafcty to the barn : 
Vol. VI* - ^ . 
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It runs through many bazards, threatning hann^y 

Betwixt the Tower's hands, and reaper's arms. 

The earth no fooner takes it from the fack, 

But you may fee behind the fower's back 

A tro<^ of thievesy which would at once de(boy 

That feed in which lies hid the feed of joy. 

This dangerous period paft^ it foof» doth fall 

In^o a fecond^ no lefs* critiGal* ' 

It ihooteth forth the tender blade,, and then 

The no3uou9 weeds endanger it again. 

Thefe clafp about it tiff they kindly choak 

The corn, as flatt'ring ivy aoth the oak. . 

Are weeds deftroy'd, and all that dangisr paft f 

Lo, now another comes, the worft at laft : 

For when i' th* ear it Uows,. begins to kern, 

A milde;w fmites it> which you can-'t difcern. 

Nor any way prevent,, till all be loft, 

The com defltoy'd^ with all your bope& and coft^ 

Thusfaving grace, that precious feed of joy. 

Which hell and Aature plot how to deftroy, 

Efcapes ten thoufand^ dangers, ficft and laft, 

O who can iay,inDw aU the lunger's paft ^ 

'Tis like a crazy bark tofs'd in a? ftorm. 

Or like a taper which v» ftr angely born 

Without a lanthcm \tt a blsft'mng night^» 

Oi- like to glimmering, fparksywfaofe dying light 

is ftill preferv'd : the roarings wave* fwell high. 

Like moving, mountaitis mthe darkened fky : 

On their proud backs, the Ifttfe bark i& even 

Mounted unto the battlemeats of heavlfeQ ; 

From thence difmounted, to the deeps doth ftide^ 

Receiving water upon every fide \ 

Yet he, whofe voxee the proudeft* waves obey,. 

Brings it at laft into the quiet key : 

The bluftring winds ftrive,. with a;fatal pufft 

To bring; the taper to a flanking fnulF : « 

Their churlifli blafts extinguiih it, and thcQ' 

Our gentle breath recovers it again : 

The fainting fparks beneath the aflies lie,, • 

iWhere, choak'd and fmoAcr^d, they begin to ^^ 

But thefe coUefted, we do gently blow. 

Till fcom faint fparks to lively flames they grow.- 

Even thus is grace preferv'd, thus kept ^ive ; 

By conftant wond^rs^ gr^pe doth live and thave*^ 
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CHAP. XIV* 

ITpen the Patknce of tbe HulboBdnKui for tkc Hs^vctL 

Our hu/hatt4menfor harvijl wait andjiayt 
O kt not Any faint do kjs than they 1 

OBSERVATION. 

TH E expe&s^pn of a good harveft 2X laft» males the 
husbandmani with untirod patience, to digeflallfais la- 
bours. He that plowa, plows in tiope^ i Cor. vi. 19. Aikl 
Acy are not fo Irrational, to tTiihk rtiey fhall prefently be 
j)artakers of their liope-j nor, io foolifh to anticipate the ha&> 
ireft, by cutting down their com before it be fully ripened 1 
but are content to plow, fow and weed it ^ and when it is fullj 
ripe, dien they go forth into tl^eir fields, and reap it down wita 

ATPLICATIOM. 

CA N a liule com 4:aufe naen to digefl: fe tnatiy •difficult 
labours* and make them wait with invincible patience 
till the reaping time come? Much more (hould the •expe£l:atioa 
of eternal glory fteel and fortify my fpirit againft all intercur- 
rent hardfliips and difficulties. It leaf!: of all becomes a Chri- 
Aiaa to b6 of an kafty aad impatient fpirit. *^ Light is fown for 
« the righteous, and joy fgr the upright in hcart,^' Pfal. xcii. 
II. ^^ Behold the huibandman waitetk," tfc. Jam. v. 7.* 
<^ Be patient .therefore^ my brethren, for the coming of the 
** Lord draws near.** There are three jgrcat arguments to 
perfuade Chcifti^ns to t long-fuffcrii^ and patient frame un- 
der fufFerings. (i.) 'Yhc example of Chrift, Ifa. liti* 7. To 
think how qme% he ikifFeredall injuries and difficulties with 
jnrincible patience, isXufficient to fhame the bed of Chrifli- 
ans, who are of fuch ihort ^irits. I have read of one Elezari^ 
us, a nobleman^ that when his wife wondered at his exceeding 
great patience in bearinginjuries, he thus anfwered her : Tou 
know fometijnesmy heart is ready to rife with indignation a- 
gainft fuch as wrong me \ but X prefently begin to think of th^ 
wrings that Chrift fuffered ; and fay thus to myfelf ; Although 
thy ferrant (hotild pluck thy beard, and fmite thee on thy fac^ 
ibis were nothing to what the Lord fuffered : he fuiFercd more 
and greater things s and affure yourfelf, wife, I never leave off 
thinking on the injuries done to my Saviour, till fuch time as 
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my mind be ftill and quiet. To this purpafe it wsf well not* 
ed by Bemard, fpeaking 4>f Chrift's humiliation, Was Chrift 
the Lord of glory thus hunibled and emptied of his fulnefs of 
glory ? Aad (kalt fucli a worm as I fw^H ? <z.} Tkie Asiett of 
fin, Lam. iii. 39. ** Why doth the living man com|4ain?-' It 
was a good faying of the bleffed Greenham ; when fiti lies hea* 
vy, afflidlion lies light: * And it is a famous ihftatite Which 
Dr. Taylor gives im of the duke of,Conde. I )iave read^(iaith 
he) when the duke of Conde had voluntarily entered into the 
Incommodities of a religious poverty and retirement ; iie Wa4 
one day fpied and pitied by a ford of Italy, who, out rf ten^r 
nefs wifhed him to be more careful and nutritive of his jierfon; 
The good duke anfwered. Sir, be ftof troubled, and think not 
:|hat I am ill provided of ccnveniefncies ; for I fend ati harbinger 
"before me, that makes ready my lodgings, ind takes c^tethvX 
X be royally entertained. 'The lord aflced him who wass-hfe har- 
tlhger r He anfwered, the knowledge of my felf,-fertdthex:6nfider- 
ation of what I defenre-fcK my fins, which is eternal torments ^ 
and when with this knowledge I arrive at my lodgings, how 
unprovided foever I find h, tnethitiks it is ever better ^an I 
deferve. (3 .) And asriifc fcnfe of fin, which merits hell, fwctetc«5 
'Jprefent difficulties, fo (to come home to the ptefent fin^ilitude) 
do the expe£kation8 atid hopes'* of a ble^ed harveft and reward 
in heaven. This made Abraham willing to wander u^ ani 
down many years as a ftranger in the wta-ld 5 for he teoked 
for a city that hath foundations, whofe builder and maker i^ 
"God. The hopes of fuch a hatveft is encouragement etiough 
to work hard, and wait long : Yet fome Chriftians are fo im- 
patient of it, that they would fain be reaping before the time*: 
but as God hath, by an unalterable law of nature appoint^ 
'both the fealbns of feed-tirtie and haryeft (which are therefore 
calk A the appointed weeks of the harveft) Jer. v.* 24. and 
thefe cannot be haftened ; but when ^e have done all that we 
can or^ our part, muft wait, till God fend the former and the 
latter rain, and give every tiatural caufe hs effeft : fo is it in 
reference to our fpirituai harveft ; we are appointed ^ ftrcat 
in the ufe of all God's appointments; and when we iiave doae 
^11, muft patiently wait till the divine decrees be accomplifiiedt 
and the time of the promife be fully come ; ** In dnc time we 
" {hall r^p, if we faint not.-' To which patient exped:ation» 
and quiet Waiting for the glory to come, thefe foliowiiig eoflS 
jEderations are of excellent, ufe* * 

* Du Taylor's great Exemplar, p« 103, 
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f . As the faulbandman knows when the feed-dme is paft, iv . 
will not be long to tbefaanreft; and the longer hewaits, the 
tieacer itill it is : fo the Chrifttan blows, *^ It is but yet a little 
<< Tvhik) and he that fhall come, will come, and will not tarry,** 
Heb* X. 37. ^< And that now hii falvmticm is nearer than when 
<< he firft bdieTed,'- Rom. xiiu 11. What a finall point of 
time 18 our waitiag-tittie, comgared with eternity i Yet a few 
days more, and then comes the long expeded and wdcotti« 
harveft. 

2, Tbe haibandiniaxi can. find other work to do, before the 
teapbig'tliDe come \ he need not fiand idle, diough he cannot 
yet reap. And cannot a Chriilian find any work to do br God| 
till he oonie to batmen? O there i^ai«c& work to do, and fach 
work as is only proper to this feafiao I You may now reprove 
fin, eidiort Jx> ^hity, fuccour the diftreffed ; this is, good work^ 
imd this is your only time for fuch work 1 the whole of etenai* 
ty will be taken iq> in other employments. << I think it meet 
f^ (faith Peter) as long as I am in diis tabernacle, to ftir w^.: 
** your minds, knowing fiiortly that I muft put off this taber« . 
<< nacle," 2 Pet. i. 13,' 14. f. tL I know I have but a little 
time to work amcoig you 1 I am almoft at heaven } aiid there* 
fore am, wiiUng to hiid)and this prefent moment as well as I caA 
for you. O Chriftians 1 you need not (land idle ; look round 
«bout you upon the multitude of forlorn finners ; (peak now 
^ them for God ; fpeak now to God for them \ for fliortly 
iyou (ball ix^ fyosik. no more ; you (hall fee them no more till 
you fee them at ChrifFs bar 5 God leaves you here for t^ci^ 
takes, up and be doing : if you had doxle all you were to do for 
yourfelves and them, he would have you to heaven immediate- 
ly ; you Ihould not wait a moment longer for your glory. 

3. Hufl>andmen know, though they cannot yet gather in the 
precious fruits of the earth, yet all this while they are ripening 
and preparing for the harveft % they would not houfe it green, 
6r take it before its time. And is not this alfo my preparation- 
time for glory ? As God prepared heaven for his people, by ah 
eternal ^cree >• Mat. xxv. 34. by an aft of creation^ Heb. xi. 
10. by tAe death of Chrlft, whieb made a piirchafe of it, Heb. 
ic. 19, 20. and by his afcoifion into it, John xiv. 1, 3. So tbe 
ieaibn why we are kept here, is in order to^ our fitting for it. 
Heaven is ready, but we are not fiiUy ready ; the barn is fit to 
teceive tlie com, but the com is not fit to be gathered into it.- 
^ But for this felf-fame thing God is now working us," 2 Cof. 
V. 5. he is every day at work, by ordinances, and by provid«ar 
9fi$y to pecfed his work in u^ji and as fooi^as thatis fiaiibed^ 
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ute Aall hcai? a voice like that. Rev. xi. 1 2. «< Come up hiAer, 
<« and immediately wc fhall be in the fpirit ;*' for how ardemlf 
fi>eirer, we long for that deiirable day, Chrift longs for it mofc 
than we can do. , ' 

4. The hufbandman is glad of the firft-fimits, that encoura- 
ges him, though the greatcft part be vet ottt: and have not yon 
leceived the firft-fruit< of that glory r Have you not eamefts, 
pledges, and firft-fruits of it ? Tis your own fa«ilt, if every day 
you feed not upon fu(^ blefled comforts of the fpirit, Rom, 
viii. ?3. Rom. v. 2. i Pet. viiL 9. O how might the interpo- 
fing time, even all the days of your patience here be fweetned 
with fuch prdibations of the glory to come i 

5. Hufbandmen know, ftis beft to reap, when 'tis fit to reap; 
ime handful fully ripe, is worth many flieaCves of green com. 
And you know, heaven will be fweeteft to you wben you arc 
fitteft for it ; the child would pludk the ap|de whilft it's greeUf 
but he might gather it eafier, and tafte it fwceter, by tarty ing 
longer for it. We would fain be glorified perfaJtunu When 
we have gpt a tafte of heayen, we are all in faafte to be gone. 
Then, O that I had wings as a dove I I would fly away and be 
at reft. Then we cry to God for ourfelves, a9 Mofes for his 
£fter Miriam, « Heal her [now], O God, I befeech thee V 
Numb. xii. 1 3. Glorify me now, O Lord, I pray thee J But, 
furely, a^ God hath contrived chy glory in die beft of ways, fo 
he hath appointed for thee the ftttofloifeafons; and whenever 
thou art gathered it^o glory, thou (halt come as a Ihockof com 
in its ieafon: 

reflections;. 

The longing I have waited for thy fahration, O GoA ! Ha- 
' JmVs reflexion, ving received thy firft-fniits, my foul longs to 
fill its boibm with the full ripe fheaves of 
glory : ** As the hart panteth for the water-brooks, fo panteth 
« my foul for thee, O God 1 O when fhall I come and appear 
<< before God !" I defire to be diflblved and to be with Chrift I 
When fhall I fee that moft lovely face ? When fhall I hear his 
foul*tranfporting voice ! Some need patience to die : I need k 
as much to live. Thy fights, O God,' by faith, have made this 
world a burthen, this body a burden, and this foul to 
cry, like thirfty David, «0 that one would give roe of 
'«< the waters of Bethlehem to drink!" The hufbandman 
longs for his harveft, becaufeit is the reward of all his toil and 
labour. But what is his harveft to mine? What is a little 
com to the enjovment of God ? What is the joy of bar- 
eft £0 the joy 0/ heaven i What are the ihoutings of ma| 
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4a Ae fidds to the acclamations of glorified fpirits in iht king^ 
dom of God ? Lord, I have gone forth, bearing more precious 
feed than they ; when fhall I return rejoicing, bringing xrj 
Reaves wtth me? Their hapreft comes when they receive their 
com $ mine comes w(ien I leave it. O much defired ! O 
day of gjadnefs of my heart! How k|pg, Lord! bow Jong,! 
Here I wait as the poor man at Bethef<£'$ Pool, looking whelk 
my turn will come, but every one ftepa into heaven before me % 
yet. Lord, I am content to wait 'till ^y time ia fully come : I 
would be content to ftay for my glorificatisn 'till I have finiih- 
td the work o{ my. getferation ; and when I have done the wiH 
of God, then to receive ^he promife. If thou have any work 
on earth, to ufe me in, lam content to abide : behold, the hu^ 
bandman waiteth, and fo will I i for thou art a God of judg- 
ment ; and blefied are all they that wait for thee. ^ 

But how doth my flothful foul fink down ^tl r 
into the fieth, and fettle^ itfclf in the love of . /ff !!!'^^ 
this animal life ? How doth it hug ana wrap ^^ ^ refletUon. 
up itfeif in the garment of this mortality,, not defiring to ht 
removed hence to the more perfe£t and blefled flate ? The 
bufbandman is indeed coi^ieht to ftay 'till the appointed weekt 
i^ the harveft ) but would he be content to wait always ? O 
my fenfual heart ! is this life pf hope as contentful to thee, at 
die life of vifion will he ? Why doft thou not groan within 
^y&lf^ that this mortality might be fwallowed up of life f 
Doth not the fcripture deicribe the faints by their earneft 
looking for the ' mercy 'of our Lord Jelus unto eternal life? 
Jude 21. ** By their hafteninff unto the coming of the day 
<< of God," 2 ret. iii» la. What is the matter, that my heatt 
hangs back? Doth guilt lie upon my confcience? Or, have I 
gotten into a pleafant Qonditibn in the world, which maker me 
by as Peter on the mount, Jb is good to ^ hen f Or vant I 
die afltirance.of a better ftate ? Muft God make all my eartht]r 
comforts die, before I (hall be willing to die ? Awake faith, a- 
wake my love ; beat up the drowfy defires of my foul, tha^ \ 
day fay, << Make hafte my beloved^ and come away." 

The P O E M^f 

NO prudent hufhandman expefb „ -^ 

The fruit of what he lows, 
Till every eaufe have its efiedS} 

And ^len he reaps and mows : 
He works in hope the year throughout, 
A»d counts no labour loft. 
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% w)icfi tlie feafon comes abouti 
' His harvefl quits his coft. , 

JJis rare example juftly may 

Rebuke, and put to (hame 
My foul ; which fows its feed one day. 

And looks to reap the feme. 
ia curfed nature now become 

So kind a foil to grace. 
That to perfoftion it ihould come 

Within fo fliort a fpace ? 
IGrace ^rings not up ^ith feed and eafe^ 

Like muflirooms in a night ; 
|kit rattier, by degreermcreafe, 
> As doth the morning light. 
Ia:Corn fo dear to hufbandmen ? 

Much more is heaven to me. 
WHy ihould not I have patience, then, 

To wait as well as he ? 
Yopromifes, appointed years 

By God's decrees, are fet ; 
Thele once expired, beyond its fears 
' My foul fhall quickly get. 
How fmall a part of hafty time. 

Which quickly wiH expire, 
Poth me within this world confine, 
• And then comes my defire. 
Come, Lord \ h&vr long my foul hath ga%*d! : 
' Faith my affeftions warms ; 
O when fliall my poor foul be clafp'd 

• In it's Redeemer's arm»1 
Tlie time feems long ; yet here PU lie^ 

^in thou, my God, c^qall : 
ft is enough, eternity 

Will make amends for all. 

C H A P. XV. 

Upop the Harveft-Seafon. 

Corn f fully ripe^ iV reap\di and gathered in : 
So muft yoiirfelvrsy when ripe in gracey ^rjtn. 



w 



OBSERVATION. 

HE N the fields are white to harycft, then hiHBan^ 
men walk through them, rub the ear» i and &:i^og 
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Ae grain fidl and foKd, they prefently prepare their icythes and 
ficiSefs ; fend for their harveft-men, who quickly reap and mow 
them down ; -and after thefe follow the binders, who tie it up^ 
from the field, where it grew, it is carried to the ham, where 
it is thrcflied Out; the good grain gathered into an heap, the 
chafFfeparated and burnt, or thfoWn to the dung-hill. How 
hare and naked do the fiejdsio^k after harveft, which before 
were pleafant to hehoW f When the liarveft-men enter into the 
^i?id, it is (to allude to that, Joel ii. 3.) before them, like the 
garden of EdCR, atidbehtnd thema defolate wildernefs; and, 
in fome places, 'tis ufual to fet fire to the dry ftubble, when the 
icomi$ 'houfed; which rages furioufly, and covers it all with 
aflies. 

A ]^ P L I C A T I O N. 

TH E application of this, I find made to my hands by Chr2R: 
hinlfelf, in Mat. xiii. 3^; 39. "The field is the wotlH 5 

^" the ^ood feed are the children of thC kingdom j the tares arc 
" the children of the wicked one ; the enemy that fcwed theih 

**•< is iihe devil j the harveft is the end of the world j the re^p- 

"•* ers are the angels." * ~ 

The field is the world ; there both the godly and ungo<% • 
live and grow together, 'till they be both ripe ; and then they 
fhall both be reaped down by dcdA : death is the fickle, that 
reaps down both. 1 will open this allegory in the followinjj 
particnliars : 

I. In a catching harveft, when the )itiibandman fees tlte 

-clouds begin to gadier, and groWs black, heh^rridi in his com 
with all pdffible hafte, and hotifes it day and night. 

So doth God, the great Huibandman 5 he hurries the faints 
into thdr graves, whenjudgments are coming upon the world $ 

^Ih. Ivii. I. **The. righteous pcriih, and no man layethit to 

*« Itcart ; acnd merciful *men are taken away, none x:orifiderin^ 

f* that the righteous is taken away from the evil to come.'* Me# 

thnfclah died the year beft)re the flood 5 Auguftin a litde before 

the facfcing of -Hippo •,TParcus juft before the taking bfHeidet* 

burgh ; Luther a Kttle heforfe the wars broke out in Germany. 

But what ijpcak I of fingle faints ? Sometimes the Lord houfea 

< greSttnunfibers together,*befDfe fome fweeping judgment cofnes* 

•How tnany bright and gioridus 'ffeirs did fdt almoft togethec 

within the compafs of a few years, to the aiftotrifliment^of ma« 

uy wife and tender hearts in England? 1 find feme of th^un 

"mtis ranked in a funera} degy : 
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Tlie learned TwMc went firft (it was his right :) . 

Then hpiy Palmer, Burroughs, LoTe, Gouge, White* 

Hill, Wbitaker, grave Gataker and Strong, . 

iN^me, Marihal, Kobinfon, all ^one along,. 

I have not nam'd them haJf ^ dieir only ftrife 

Hath been (of late) who ihould firft part wkh life. 
. Thefe few who yet furvive, fick of this age, 

Long to have done their parts, and leave the ftagc* 
The Lord fees it better for them tp be under-ground, tha» 
above-ground V and, therefore, by a merciful providence, iets 
them out of harm's way* ♦ 

2. Neither the com, nor tares, can pofUbly refill the fliarp 
and keen fickle, when it is applied to them by tie reaper's 
band ^ neither can the godly or ungodly jrefift the ftrpke of 
death, when God inflifts it \ Eccl. viii 8. *^No man can keep 
*< alive his owrf foul in the day of death j and there is no dxf* 
** charge in that war/* The frail body of man is as unable to 
withftand that ftroke, as the weak teeds, or feeble ftalks of the 
corn, are tp ifefift the keen fcythe and fliarp fickle. 

3 . The reapers receive the wheat, which they cut down,, into 
their arms and bofom. Hence that expreflion, by way of inj** 

. precation upon the wicked, Pfalm cxxix. 6, 7.^ " Let them be as 

. <' the grafs upon the houfe-top, which Withers before it grows 

. *^ up ; wherewith the mower fiUeth not his hand, nor he that« 

« bindeth {heaves, hi& bofom/' Such withered grafs are the 

wicked, who are never tatken into* the reaper's bofom j but as 

,foon as jTaints ate cut down by. death, t^ey fall into the hands 

and bofoms of the angels of God, who bear them hi their arms 

and bofoms to God their father, Luke xvi. 22. For look, as 

thefe bleffed fpirits did exceedingly rejoice at their converfion> 

Luke xv^. 10. and thought it no difhonour to minifter to them» 

\ whilft they ftood in the field, Heb. i* 14. So when tfiey arc 

, cut down by death, they will liejoke to be their convoy to hca- 

^ven. 

4. When the corn and weeds are reaped or mowed down, 
^they (hall never grow any more iri that .field ; neither fhall vre 

ever return to live an animal life any more after death. Job 
vii. 9, 10. " As the cloud is confumedi and vanilheth away ^ 
*' fo he that goeih down to the grave, (hall come up no ^norei 
« he fliall return no more to his houfe, neither {hall his place 
. ^^ know him any more." 

Laftly, (to come home to the particular fubje£lof this chap- 
ter) the reapers are never fent to cut down the barveft 'tfll it be 
fully ripe \ neither will God reap down faints or finnerg't^Bt 
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jtJcy be come to a maturity of grace or wickednefs. Saints are' 
Hot reaped down 'till their grace is ripe, Job v, 26. "Thou ihalt" 
^ come to thy grave in a full age, as a ihock of corn cometh 
in its feafbn/' ' Not that every godly man dies in fuch a 
fiill old age (faith Mr. Caryl on that place ;) hut yet, in one ' 
fenfe it is an univerfal truth, and ever fulfilled ; for whenfo* 
ever they die;, they die in a good age \ yea, though they die 
in the fpring and flower of their youth, they die in a good old 
age ; {u r.) they are rjpe for death whenever they die. 
Whenever a gomy man dies, it is harveft-time with him, 
though in a natural capacity he be cut down while he is green,: 
and cropped in the bud or Uoflbm \ yet in his fpiritual ca- 
pacity he never dies before he be ripe ; God ripens him fpee- 
dily, when he intends to take htm out of the world fpeedily % 
he can let out fuch warm rays and beams of his Spirit upon 
them,* as fhall foon maturate the feeds of grace into a pre- 
paretfaie6 for glorv/ 

The wicked alfo have their ripening-timc for heft and judg- 
ment : God doth with much long-fuffering endure the veflels 
of wrath, prepared for deftru<%ion. Of their ripenefs for judg- 
ment the Scripture often fpeaks. Gen. xv. 16. **The fin of 
•* the Amorites is not yet fuU.^' And of Babyton it is faid, 
Jer. 11. 13. ^ O thou that dweHeft upon many waters 1 thine 
** end is come, and the meafure of thy covetoufnefe." 

It is worth remarking, that the meafure of the fin, and the 
end of the finner, come together. So Joel iii. 13. "Put ye 
** in the fickle, for the harveft of the earth is ripe ; for the 
" prefs is full, the fats overflow ; for their wickednefs is great.** 
Where, note, finners are not cut down till they be ripe and 
ready. Indeed, they are never ripe for death, nor ready for the 
grave ; that i$, fit to die : yet they are always ripe for wrath, 
and ready for hell before they die. Now, as hufbandmen judge 
of die ripenefs of their harveft, by the colour and hardnefs of 
the grain i fo may we judge of the ripenefs both of faiftts and 
liziners, for heaven or hell, by thefe following figns. 

Three jigns tf the maturity qf grace. 
u ^T[T'H E $*I the com is near ripe, it tows the head, and 
W ftoops lower than when it was green. When the 
people of God are near ripe' for heaven, they grow more hum- 
ble and felf-denying, than in the days of their firft profefliom 
The longer a faint grows in the world, the. better he is ftill ac- 
^inted with his own heart, and his obligations to God ; both 

0^2 
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whicb are very humbling things. Paul had oat foot in* h^ai^ 
ven» when he called himfelf the chiefeft of finners,. and leaft of 
faints, I Tim* i. 15. £ph. iii, a. A Chriftian in the progrefin 
of his knowledge an4 grace, is like a veflel caft into the fea,, 
the more it fills> the deeper it (inks. Thofe that went to ftudy 
9t Athens (iaith Plutarch) at firft coming feemed to themfelves 
to be wife men ; afterwards only lovers of wifdom, and after 
ths^, only rhetoricians, fuch as could i^>eak of wifdom, but 
l^ew little of it, and Isdl of all, ideots ia their own apprebeu-' 
l)onJ5 ; ftill, with the increafe of le;^iiig» laying afide dieir 
pride and* arrogancy.. 1 

%» When harveft is nigh, the grain is more folid and pithy . 
than ever it was before ;: green com is fofit and fpungy, but ripe ^ 
cpxik is fubftantial and weighty : So it is with Chriftians v ^he 
aySeftioiis of a young Qiriftian, perhaps are more feverous and ; 
fpnghtjy } but thofe of a grown Chriftian are more ji^diclous « 
»id folid ; their love to Chrift abounds more and n^ore in all 
judgment, Phil. i. 9* The limbs of a child are more a&ive 
a$id pliable : but as he grows up to a perfeA ftate, the parts are . 
more confolidated and nrmly knit. The fingers of an old mu* 
fician are not fo nimble 1 hut he hath a more judicious eac in 
snufic than in his youth. 

3. When com is dead ripe, it is apt to fall of it's own ac- 
cord to the ground, and there (hed^ whereby it doth, as it. 

' were, anticipate the barveft-man, and calls upon him to put in . 
tbe iSckle. Not unlike to which are the lookings and long* 
ings, die groanings and haflnings of ready Chriflians to their 
expe&ed glory ; they haften to the coming of the Lord, or^ as 
Montanus more fitly renders it, they haften the earning^ of the- 
liord; (f. ^.) they are urgent and inftant in their defiresand 
cries to haften his coming; their defires. fally forth to meet 
the Lord ; they vorilUngly take death by the hand ; as the cora 

. bends to the earth, fo doth thefe fouls to heaven : This fhows 
tbeir ba^rveft to be near. 

Six Jtghf ^f the maturity cf Jin. ' > 

WHEN finneys are even dead rige for helU thefe fign» 
appear upon them 1 or by theife, at leaft, you natay 
conclude thofe fouls not V> be far frojtt-wi^ath, upon whom they 
^pear. 

. I • When coafcience is waflcd,, and grown paft feeling, bay« 
ing no more for fin ; when it ceafes to ^heck, reprove, and 
finite for fin any more» the day of that£nner is at hand,. hi# 
^arveft is evett come* The gft^ti^& viola^on of ^nilieuc^ i» 
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tfa» gre^teft of fins v thisi was the cafe of the farloai Geniilesy 
amoDg whom Satan had fuch a plentiful harveft \ the patience 
of God fuffered them ta grow till tKejr confcicuces were growQ 
fear^ed^ and paft fc^tog, Eph, iv. 19, When a member is fo 
mortified^ that if ypi^ lance and cut it never fo much, no (reihi 
l>)ood» 01: quick fieik af^^tearS) nor doth the man feel any p^uxii 
in all diiS) then it is time to cut it off*. 

2. When men give tibiemfelves over to the fatiafaftion of 
t^eijc lufts, tq comoiit (in with greedinefs, then are they grown 
CO si,matudty^of fin \ wKen men have flipped the reins of con- 
fcience, ^nd ru(R headlong into all impiety, then the laft fands 
of CJod''s patience are running down. Thus Sodom and Go- 
'iQprrahy and the cities, about Uiemj in. like manner gave them* 
(elves Qver to wickedncfs and ftrange fms; and then juftice' 
quickly gave them up for an example, fuffering the vengeance 
^eternal fire. ^ . ^ 

. 3. lliat man is even ripe for hell, that is. become a contri^ 
T^r of fin, a defiener, a ftudent in wickednefs. One would 
think it ftrange, tnat any man ihould fet.his invention on work 
iipmi fuch a lubje^ as fin is, that any fhould.ftudy to* become 
a dexterous artift this way ! and yet the fcripturc frequentljf 
fpeaks of fuch, "whofe bellies prepare deceit,*' Job xv. 35. 
<< who travail in pain to bring forth" this deformed birth, ver. 
%o* ** who wink with their eyes,*' whilft plodding wickednefs,. 
36 men u&d to do when they are moft intent upon the ftudy of 
j^y knotty problem, Prov. vi. 1 3. Thefe have fo much of nett 
steady in tnem, that they are more than half in hell already. 

4. He that of a forward profeflbr is turned a bitter perfecutor, 
is alfo within a few rounds of the top of the ladder ; the con- 
tempt of dieir light the Lord hath already puniihed upon them, 
in their obduracy and madnefs againft the light. Reader, if 
thou be gone thus far, thou art almoft gone beyond all hope of 
recovery. Towards other ,finners God ufually exercifes more 
patience, but with fuch he m^kes fliort woik. When Judaii 
tyrnl traitor to his Lord, he is quickly fent to his own place. 
S(uch as are again intangled and overcome of thofe lufts they 
once feemed to have clean efcaped, thefe bring upon themfelves 
fwift dbimnation, and their judgment lingers not, 2 Pet. ii. 3, 

5^ He that can endure no reproof or controul in the way 
of his fin, but derides all counfel, and, like a ftrong current, 
lagesat, and fweeps away allobftacles in his w^y, will quick* 
Jy fall into the dead lake, Prov. xxix 1. ** He that being often 
^* f^^^^ \^ixifi^ hU neck, fliaU fuddcnly be d^iko— 
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« and that ^thout remedy." This is a death-fpot, a hcH- " 
fpot, whcrc-cvcr it appears. From this very fymptom the pro» 
phct plainly prcdifted the approaching ruin of Amsf^a, 
2 Chron. xxv. i6. "I know that God hath determined to de- 
« ftroy thee, becaufe thou haft done this, and haft not hearkned 
•f* to my voice," He that will not be timely counfcUed, ftall 
be quickly deftroyed. 

^ Lajtfyf When a man cOmes to glory in his fin, and boaft o£ 
his wickednefs, then it is time to cut him down, <* whofe end 
<« is deftru£ti6n, whofe glory is in their fhame ;" PhiU in. ip* 
This is a braving, a daring of God to hisfece ; and with whom- 
ibever he bears' long, to be fure thefe are none of them. 

You fee now what are the figns of a full ripe finner 5 and when 
it comes to this, either with a nation, or with a fingle perfon, 
then ruin is near, Joel iiii 13. Gen. xv. 16. It is in the filling 
up of the meafurc of fin, as in the filling up of a veffel caft in- 
to the fea, which rowls froih fide to fide, taking in the water 
by little and little till it be full, and then down it finks to the ' 
bottom. Mean while, admirable is divine patience, which 
bears with thefe veflels of wrath, whilft fitjting for deftru£U- 

REFLECTION. 

*rL ^wy ft- f ^ '• Cheer thyfelf, O my foul ! with the 
Ti9e tejietHonof heart-ftrengthening bread of this divine 
growing unrtj' gf^^^ixation. Let foith turn every drop of 
^"* thtstruthinto a foul-reviving cordial. God 

hath fi)wn the precious feed of grace upon my foul; and. 
though my heart hath been an unkind foil, which hath kejpt it 
back, and much hindered its growth, yet, blefled be the Lord^ 
it ftill grows on, though by flow degrees ; and fromthe fpringing 
of the feed, and fhooting forth of thofe gracious habits, I may- 
conclude an approaching harveft : Now is my falvation nearer 
than when I believed ; every day I come nearer to my ialvationji 
Rom. xiii. 11. O that every day I were mor^ a£tive for the 
God of my falvation ! Grow on, my foul, and add to thy faith 
yirtuei to thy virtue knowledge, dr. Grow on from faith to 
faith; kecpthyfelf under the ripening influences of heavenly- 
ordinances : The fatter thou groweft in grace, the fodner thou 
fhalt be reaped down in mercy, and bound up in the bundle of 
life, I Sam. xv. 29. I have not yet attained the meafure and 

Proportion of grace afiigned to me, neither am I already perfed^ 
ut am reaching forth to the things before me, and prefling to- . 
'^-ds the mark for the prize of my heavenly calling, Phil. iii. 
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12) 13. O mercy to be admired 1 that 1, who lately had one 
foot in hell, ftand now with one foot in heaven ! 

2. But the cafe is far different with me ; ^-^ eOMittn 
whiUl othei^ are ripening apace for heaven, - ^ ""Zying^ 
\ am withermg 5 many a foul plowed up by ql^a^ ^ ^ 
convi^on, and fown fcy faiiftificatipn long -^ 

after me, hath quite over-topped, and out«grown me; my 
fweet and early bloflbms are nipped and blown off, my bright 
morning over-caft and clouded ; had I kept on, according to 
the rate of my firft growth, I bad eitbei now been in heaven» or 
at leaft in the furburbs of it on earth \ but my graces wither 
and languiih^ my heart contraAs and cools to heavenly things ; 
the fun and rain of ordinances and providences improve not 
toy graces \ how fad therefore is the ftate of my foul l 

3. Thy cafe, O .declining faint, is fad, ^ rM^nu^ ^ 
but not like mine : thine is but a tempora- . ncr^ciwn ^ 
tj remifTion of the afts of grace, which is ^ ^^rdmngjtnner. 
recoverable \ but i am judicially hardening, and << treafuring 
«' up to my felf wrath againft the day of wrath," Rom. ii. 5. 
Time was, when I had tome tender fenfe of £n, when I could 
mourn and grieve for it \ now I have none at all : my heart is 
grown ftupid and fottifh. Time was> when I had fome con* 
fcientious care of duty^ when my heart would fmite me for the 
iiegle£i of it; but now none at all. Wretched foul ! what 
wilt thou do? Thou art gone far> indeed, a few fteps further 
will put thee beyond Hope : hith*erto I ftand in the field \ the 
long-fuffering God doth yet fpare m^ ; yea, fpare me, while 
he luith cut down many of my companions in fin round about 
me. What doth this admirable patience, this loDg-fuffering* 
drawn out to a wonder, fpeak concerning me ! doth it not tdl 
me, that the Lord is not willing I Ihould perifii, but father 
come to repeptance ? 2 Pet. iii. 9. And what argument is like 
his pity and patience, to lead a foul to repentance ? Rom. ti. 4^ 
O diat I may not fruftrate at laft the mi of a long-fufierin^ 
God, left he proportion the degree pf his wrath, according to 
the length of his patience ! 

^ The P O E M. 

WHEN fieM^ are white,^to harveft forth you go 
With fcythes and fickles to reap down and mow.' 
Dowii go the ladei^ ears flat to the ground, 
Which t^ofe that follow having ftitch'4 and bound, 
'TIS carried hditne unto the bam, and fo 
The fields ace red wher^ lately com did grow. 
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Tlih ^orld^ the field, and they that dt^relt th€f dn 
The corn 2uid tares, which long have ripening b^dn: 
.. Angek th6 reapers, and the judgment day 
The time of harvcft, when, like corn and hay, 
^he fa<iii>g flowers of earthly glory muft 
Be mowed down, and levell'd witn the doft : 
'The l)ahM 'i^e heaven and hell, the'tiftie draws n?gh, 
Whdi thnwigh the darkned clouds, andlcroubled &y, 
The Lord fhall break ; a dreadful tn^mpdt ftiall 
Bmiid xa the -dead 5 the ftars from lieaven fall ; 
The'rowKng fphcres with horrid flames (hall bum ; 
j!^nd then the tribes on earth (hall wail ahd mourn. 
?^e judgmem fet, beforfe Chrift's awful throne 
All flefli (hall be cooven'd, atid every one 
Receive hisdoom; ^hich, done, the juft fliallbe 
'Bound in life's bundle, even as you fee 
The full ripe ears of wheat bound up and bof rtc 
.;In flicaves with joy into the owner's bam. 
Thiydoiic, the angels next in bundles bind 
The tato together ; as tliey had combiq*d 
in adiAg'fin, fo now their lotmull be 
Tb barn together in one mifery. 
^Brtrhkards with drunkards pinion'd, ithall bcfertt 
To hcil t6gether in one regiment. 
Atfuftcrers and fwearers theie fhall lie 
^In flames amongft their old fociety. 
O dreadfal howlhigs ! Otbe hrdeousmoatts 
'Of felttcr'd finners ! O the tears 1 the groans ! 
'TPhfe doleful lamentations as ftey go 
' <?hain'd faft together to their place of woe ! 
"Thewortd thus clear*d, iis^ficlds lichen liarveft's in> 
^Bhill be no more a ftage, for afting fin. 
With purifying flames it Ihall be burri'd> 
' ?Its ftately fabrics into aihes turaM. 
^^Ceiik tben, my foul, to dote on 'or admire 
This fplendid world, which is refcrv*d for fire. 
Decline the company of finners here, ^ 

As thoii would'ft not be (hackled tiirith them there. 
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€« A P. XVL 

IJ^xm tire Care of Htrfbwdmen to prori^ for Wiht^. 

YffizT 'Vutttttr fit)T6^ifi fitmtfUT y9u ptovtde » 
To "CbriJHan pttuknceihis muft *r ixppfy'd. 

O B S E » V ATI ON. 

G0(M3 huftands are ttiteful 4n fuminer to prCnride fi* Win- 
ter ; then diey gather ift their winter ftore : "food and 
fewel for iherafelves, and fodder for their cattle. ** He that 
•* gathers in fummer, is a wife fon: but he that fleeps inWr- 
*« veft, is a fon fliat Caufetih fliattife,'* Prov. X. 5. A well cho- 
fen feafon is the ^jftateft ^dvant^ge'to aiiy action ; whicJh, as 
k is feldom found in hafre, fo it is often Idft by delay. 'Tis a 
good proverb which the frugal X)urth bate among thetn : 
Bonus, fttvatiuf facUt honum ion^aciunC) A good faver, will 
make a good benefaftot. And 'tis a good proverb ctf our own, 
he that ne^edb the. occalion, the occafion wHl negled him. 
Hufbandraen know that fummer Will notliold aH the year; 
/leither will they trtift to the hopcTs of a mild and fiivour^blc 
winter, but in feafon provide for the w6rft. 

APPLICATION* 
"1|^"Jt THat excellent Chriftiam fheiiM wc%e, were wc hvx ^ 
y/yi provident and thoughtful fOTourfwfls? T^s^oubtleft 
a lingular point of Chiftian wifdom, to foirfce « day of fpirit- 
tial ftraits and neceffities ; and, during the day -of gf ace, to 
make ptovifion for it. Thi3 great gofpcl-trtfth t8 excellently 
Biadowed forth in this natural obfenratiofl, which Hhailbraach 
tnrt into thefefeven particulars. 

1 . Hafbandmen know there Is 'a -chaogc and VicHRtude of 
^feafons and 5 weather 5 th^nrgh tt -be pjeafant fttmn»cr weather 
now, yet winter will treafi upon the lieel t>f ftitnracr : firofts, 
fcows, and great falls of raitw muft "ht expefted. Th'S alter- 
hate courfc of feafotis, in nature, is fettlediy afirmlaw^f the 
tjkrd of nature, to the end of the worid, Gen. viii. 11. " Whilft 
** tlie earth remain^th, feed-time, and harveft, cold and hcat> 
** winter and fummer, day and night, ftall not ceafe." 

And Qirrftians know, that there are changes in the rights 
tend of the moft High, in reference to their fpiritual feafons, 
if there be a ypring^ime of the go%el, there will be aUb aa 
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autumn ; if a day of profperityf it will fet in a ntght of adver^ 
fity : ^^ for God hath fet (he one over againft the odker^'^ 
Ecclef. Yii« 14* In heaven there is a day of everlafting ferenity \ 
inheU a night of perfe£l endlefs horror and darknels f on 
earths light and darknefs take their turns, profperity and adver* 
fity» even to fouls as vrel} as bodies^ fucceed each other. If 
there be a gpfpel-dayi a day of grace now current^ it^will have 
its period and determination^ Gen. iii. 6. 

a. Commoni prudencd and experience eaaUe the hufband* 
xnan^ in the midil of fummer, to fotefee a winters and provide 
fcr it before he feel it v yea, natural inking teaches this to tlie 
very birds .of the air, and beafts of the field. 

«And fpiritual wifdom (hould teach Chriftians to esereife 
their forefeeing. faculties, and not fuiFer them to feel evil be- 
fore they fear it. But^ oh ! the ftupifyihg nature of fin i 
I'hough the ilork in the heavens knows her appointed time^ 
and tLs turtle^ crane and fwaUow the time of their coming, 
yet man, whom God bath made wifer than the fowls of the 
air, ia tlids^ a£b (^te below them» Jer. viii. 7. 

3« The end of God's ordaining a fummter feafon>and fanding 
warm and plea&oC.weather, is to ripea the fruits of the earth, 
^d give the tniibandman fit opportunity ta gather thein in. 

And Cod's, defign of" giving men a day of grace, is to fur* 
ntih them with an opportunity for the'everlailing Kappinefs and 
falvation of their fou& \. Rev* ii.* 2 1 • ^ I gave her a Ipace to re- 
^ pent.>" It is not a mere reprival of the foul, or only a d«« 
jay of the execution of threatned wrath,^ though there be much 
mercy in that \ but the peculiar aim of this patience and bounr 
ty of God, is to open for them a way to efcape dke wrath to 
corner ^by leading them to repeotaoee,." Rpm. H. 4. 
, 4. The huibandman doth not find alt harveftr&afbns alike 
ifavourable \ fomettmes they have much fair weather^ and meet 
with no hindrance in their bufineis ;. othertimes it is a catch" 
ing harvefty b^t now and. then a fair day, find then they muft 
be nimble„ or all ia Joft- 

\ . There is alfo a great diiEerenicie in foul-feafons ; fome have 
had a long and &iv ieafoa Of grace ; a hundred and twenty 
years^did God wait upon the old world,, in the miitiftry of No- 
ah. Long did God wait on the gainfaying Ifraelites, Ifa. xliL 
14. << I^have a long time held i^y peace *,. I have been itill, and 
<< refrained myfelf." Others have a Ihort and catching fea- 
ibn, all lies upon a day^ upon a nick of time,, Afb xvii. 30. 

5. A proper feajibn negle^ed, and lo(t, is irr^overable. Mkh 
ny things in huibandry inuit be done in their feafon, or caontc 
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iit done A ^ for that year : if he plow not» ancl ibw not; in 
the proper feafon, he lotes the harvieft of that jear. 

It is even fo as to fpiritual-feafons v Chriic negle£bed, and 
{race defpifed, in the feafon when God offers them, are irreco* 
▼erably loft,Prov.i. 28. «*Then (that is when the feafon is ovei^ 
** they (hall call upon mei but I will not hear/' Oh ! there is a 
great deal (^ time in a ihort opporciiirity j that may be done, cr 
prcroited, in sm how rightly timed, wnich cannot be done, or 
prevented, in aman^s life^time afterwards. There was one re- 
folred to kill Julius Caefar fuch a day : the night before a fnend 
lent him a letter to acquaint him with it : but he being at fup- 
per, and bufy in difcourfe, faid, to-morrow is a new day ; and 
indeed it was dUs ncviffiwuh his laft day vo him. Whence it 
became a proverb in Greece, n^tmrrvw is 4 new tUy. Our 
glais runs in heaven, and we cannot, fee how much or little of 
the fand of God's patience H yet to run down ^ but this is cer*' 
tain, when that glafs' is run> there is nothing to be done ht 
our fouls, Luke xix. 42. ^ O that thou hadft known, at leaft, 
<* in this thy day, the thin^ that belong to thy jpeace ; but 
^ now they are hid from thme eyes.** 
' 60 Thofe huibandmen that are careful and laborious in the 
fommer, have the cpmfort and benefit of it in winter : he that 
then provides fewel, (hall fit warm in his habitation, when o* 
thers blow their fingers. He that provides food for his family, 
and fodder for his cattle, in the harveft, ihall eat die fruit of 
it, and enjov the comfort of his labours, when others (hall be 
expofed to mifts and ftraits. And he that provides for etefni- 
ty^ ^mdlays up for his foul a good foundation ap;ainft the time 
to come, ffaall eat when others are hungry, and fing when o- 
thars howf,.I£i. Ixv. 13. A day of death will come, and that 
win be a dav of ftraits to all negligent foub ; but then the di- 
ligent Chriitian fliall enjoy the peace and comfort that ihall 
flow in upon his heart, from his holy care and fincere diligence 
in duties ^ as 2 Cor. i. la. ^ This is our rejoicing, the.teftir 
^ mony of over co^sieoee^ that in fiaeerity and godly fimpli* 
^^ citv, we have had our converfation in this world/^ So He- 
2ekian, 2 Kings xx. 3. << Remember* now, O Lord, howl 
** Jiave walked before thee in truth, and with a perfect heart.** 
A day of judgment will come, and dien Toolim virgins, who 
negleded the feafon of getting oil in thrir lan^pd, will be put 
to their ihifts ; then they come to the wife, and &y, Give us 
of your oil, Matth. xxv. 8, 9. but they have none to fpare, and 
^e feafon of buying is then oven 
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7. V«titifi» huAwdmaii will' negkf^ s^ fit oppc«tiHii«](^oC ga- 
thering in his^bayjaiiyi coni^ 1^0 apreiUmptioa oimnAkbif 
weather t^coniQ ; he/wiU iipt.%9 The weather i^ fe^mtdt^ and 
I neod 00^ trouble myfelf ; tbfmgh my com and bay be fit Sor 
tbe houfe^ yet. 1 may aet it iiii aopther time . a^. w^ll. as^nipw. 

And* npiwife Cbriftian will lofe a. present Dsiaibiitfeir h4&ibi)l^ 
mpon ithe hopuB o£ njucb flK»e tiiM» yet t|y eorne % but. wU 
iB^er %9 Ntw 19, my. tpo^^ ^ivl I Ww not: Wx^t wiU be 
beraafter ; hfireafter.lnui|r'WiAtt9 feet e«»ft of the. day^ of 

, dte Sonxof. qpaOf aod-not toe kt ^J^vker -^rai*. :^2|. tt .19 UAr. V9 
bearhorw emamn^fomQ meuajre te dtff Hte^tbwifeliMfi out, of 

iieairtem^ aai^tbe devtiLhad hired thmit to-pilead againftithek (kw« 
foidft; fofnetimes w-gjiog die esunple ^ thpj(b« th«^ wope ca]>- 
kd at j>)ie^ eleventh he«|is Mat« x^i*.^^ andAimeti^kestiiac of the 
l^eaitenttMefs huvofa! to faofwlitt}it.piJAiK>ii»iftth0forn>erp];eadr 
od ? they tktt weie caUed a^^tfajc-efevomll honf wjore, nev^ij eaft* 
kd facfeisy aathefe haver beeni) 00 ^^ had hifedi th^tf is,.ca]r 
Jkd oc ixmtedthem to Chad ;» ^d fot the^thkf (as Mr; FenAfir 
xightly okfenm) it wm, a fis^tdar and extrapiyfinfliFy eieamplck 
It was done when Chrift hoiogod M. the^ crofsi a^ lya^. -t» he 
iaavgumted; tben< Imga nuwftft: finch hamtft. siod! pavdon 
iudi' Crimea a».afB nenrer pardoned afeenvardii. Befid^. God 
"was tben,in atway of worlnng xairades^. then he seat th& rocb% 
opened the. gravaea, raiiicd.the dead* ajBd,GQn¥eEted>thi» thiefi 

. but Gbdis itowi out of thafi wa^. 

R £ F t £ C T I O N- 
^L r.^^i.r; rA..p^ ^ • * ^^'*^ indeed beeft * gpod huibaiid- for 
emZn thfl world: with wih«t;c«r^ and providence 

rejte ion. have I lo<>ked out foi^ myfelf and fcM«il)^ 

to pEOTBdrftmdto.noiHn&theni^.and claaih»to defend thew ai- 
gannft' the afperitiea- of wtntca? ?. Biiean vbilc). neglecting te 
make pfOvifioafonetemtty^.oE take csHre.for my foaiL O my 

; deftttutr fbcrl ! how much have I fljighlod a«id uado^tahied 
diee? IhsHre t^ken xnorQcarQ for an horfei^or an OKt thanfer 
thee : a well flofisdr harn^ butt a^ettipty (buK Will it notihoi^ 
iy be with me^ aa witk that cs^relefe motlieR,. wboy whei^^her 
houfe wa»Qn fire> hafHy bgsftirised • herfelf to faye fbc ^)odv 
but foirgot' the xfaild (though ifi weve fiiyied^by another h»ad):? 
and then> minding her child) raaup^od^doiPnJike one diftra^- 
^ wringing her h-atsds, and crying^ Q my child ! my chiUi! 
I have fi^wd my gooda^ and loft my child ! Sueh.will.be the 
caie of tbee my. fQul» Jtf atth» mu 26^ Befide9». how eatfy will 
my con virion be at the bar of Chrift.? 'WLittnoiiiny }^ovid}exKf 
and care for the things of thisjifi^ leave me %eeehle& and f«lf- 
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cendemned in tha^ i^ff Wb# ftaU I aA£«fQF».iiEhef».lIieXord 
ftall fay, Thou couldeid forefee a wkit6r» and fesfeittbl^ pro- 
vide for it ; yea, thou ^adft b. much c^re* qiE tbjp n^ry 
beads, to provide for their necei]^4S : and: why' ixmbrft thou 
lio care for thy foul ? W;M»th^ w^ly iMMt wofth ttecariiigiibr ? 

2. Is it fo dangerous to negle£l a^^fefeai . 
proper feafon of g|Fal^? Wbdt^ then^ha^vel Tiei pMfimfptu* 
done, who have fu£Fered many fuohr feafipos ous^^fouistr^C" 
to die away in my hand, vyon. a gceamdiUfe. i^* 
hope of future opportunities? Ahr^lodcfl 
wretch! what if that fuppofiti^nt £aiil:? Whctceav^Jidiitili I 
am not the lord of time, atkhor am I fiire^ fket be ^o is,, 
will ever vouchfafe an^hi^e of &^ff^' maidi^ffs^ tti ksm^Aat 
hath negleifled many fuph hoursi jnyemtk; neithAriQdocd ^s it 
ordinary for God fo to do. hi i&ibmed: oiCaiua t/btnm.^ic' 
Corious, who lived about three hundred yeaAS aftotChrift, and 
to his old age continued a Pagaai; hat a& bSk hcixig^oQimn- 
ced of the Chriftian verity, he cam« tot Simpii«ia0a% and told 
him, he would be a Chriuiap.^ liiitiieklaber he,.OQf ^church 
ooidd believe it, it being fo rarr ao^exampteiai anytto be con* 
verted at his age : but ztilQ&% iedngj lib wmccalv there ws a 
fliouting and gladnefs, and fihgin^ olE piabnaia aU: churches ; 
the people crying. Cam MairiiisjVi^kuJMa is beemn^a.Cbiifti* 
tan ! This was written for a.woeder;: and Mihot giDiHirf.have I 
to think, that God will wbrkfuahwoadcrst fbv wmp>\Aioizve 
neglefied his ordinary means of falvatioaa ? 

3. Blefs the Lord, O mjs final h who ga:v«: The tnit/Mous 
thee a feafon, a day for eternal life,, which, ia fanlis tfffiedtion, 
more than he hath adfefided for tboiMiands ; 
yea, blefs the Lord for giving thee aa beast to^ uadiorftaad and 
improve that feafon. 1 confiBft lha;venot improved it as I 
ought ; yet this I can (dirough mercy) • fxjr that howler it 
£afe in future trme^.wiih.m7^oiiiOwaipd man, though L ha(v« no 
treafures or ftores laid up oaeardi,k(»'if Lbave,^ tlicyrare but 
corruptibie, yet I have a bleffed hope laid up in heaven, CoL i. 
5. I have bags thatwajCnot*i>lcfe Whilil worldlings rejoice 
in their ftores and heaps, Lrdcuce in thefe eternal treafures. 
The FO E M. 

ORfbnce in iunuuer's iiiltKy heat. 
How ia the h«tteft.day 
The hufBandbian doth toil and fweat 

About hi« com and- hay :: 
If ihen.he.flwuld,nDtsr.eapandimflw» t 

iiAjui.iathsri&ehi^ftore,. / 
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How fliould he live, when, for the fiio^ 

He can't move out of door ? 
The little ants, and painful bees, 

By nature's inftin^ led, 
Thete have tbeir'fummer granaries 

For winter fumiihed. 
But thou, my ibul, who& fummer's daty 

Is almpft paft and gone § 
What foul-provifion doft thou lay 

In ftock toipend upon ? 
If nature teai:li^ to prepare 

For temporal life, much rather 
Graee fhould provoke to greater cut. 

Soul-food in time to gather. 
Days of afiii£Hon and diftrefi 

Are haftin^ on ^pace ) 
If now I live in carelefiiefe. 

How lad will be my cafe 1 
Unworthy of the name of man, 

Who tor that foul of thine, 
Wilt not do that ^hich others can 

Do for their very kine. 
Think, frugal farmers, when you iec 

Tour mows of com and hay. 
What a convidion this will be 

To you another day : 
. Who ne'er were up before the fun, 

Nor break an hour's left 
For your poor fouls, as you have done 

So often for a beaft. 
Learn once to fee the difference 

Betwixt eternal things. 
And thofe poor tranfient things of fcnfe. 

That fly with eaglets wing8# 

c HA P. xvn. 

Upon reaping the fame we fow. 

mm from tare^fieis you Jee. choice 'wheat to grow^ 
Then from your lujls may joy and conrfort j^wi 

OBSERVATION- 

GOD gives to every feed its own body, i Cor. xy. 38. At 
firft he created every tree and herb of ^ field> having 
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Iti fee4 m itfelf, for the confervation of their j^r^/, and tbcf 
all inviolably obferve the law of their creation. All fruits na* 
mally rTfc out of the feeds and roots proper to them : <* Men 
^ do not gather grapes of thorps^ nor figs of thiftles :*' fuch 
productions would be monftrous in nature \ and although the 
juice or fap of the earth be the common matter of all kind of 
firuitSy yet it is lj)ecificated according to the diflFerent forts of 
plants and feeds it nourifhes* Where wheat is fown, it is turn*' 
ed into wheat % in an apple-tree, it becomes an apple ; and ta 
in every Xort of plants or feeds, it is concocted into fruit pro* , 
per to the k^nd. 

APPLICATION. 

TRanflate this into fpirituals, and the propofition (hadow- 
ed forth by it, is Ailly exprefled by die apoftle, Gal. vi* 
7. ** What a man fows, that fliall he reap : They that fow to 
« the fleih, (hall of the fieih reap corruption ; and they that 
<< fow to die fpirit,.(hall of the fpirit reap life everlafbng." 
And as fure as the harveft follows die feed-dme, fo fure (hall 
fuch fruits ^d efieds refult from the feeds of fuch actions. 
w He that foweth iniquity, ihall reap vanity," Prov. xxii. 8. 
<< And they that now go forth weeping, and bearing precious 
« feed, fhall doubdefs come agam rejoicing, bringing their 
^ iheaves with them,'* Pialm cxxvi. 6. The fum of all this is» 
^at our prefent a£lions have the fame refpefk and rektion to 
future rewards and puniihments, as the feed we fow in our 
fields hath to the harveft we reap from it. Every' gracious 
aAion is the feed of joy ^ and cverv finful a£Uon, the feed of 
anguifli and forrow ip the foul that (oweth it. Two things -are 
Ibnfibly prefented to us in this fimilitude. 

1. That as the feed fown is prefendy covered from our 
fight under tihe clods, and for fome d me after we fee no more 
of it, and yet at laft it appears again } by which it b evident 
to us, that it is not finally lod : So our prefent actions, though 
fhyjically tranfient, and perhaps forgotten, yet are not loft, 
. but after a time fliall appear again, in order to a retribution. 

If this were not fo, all good and holy actions would be to 
the I0& of him that performed them. All the felf-denial, 
spending dudes ^nd ibarpfufferings of the people of God, would 
turn to their damage, diough not in pomt of honefty, yet in 
point of perfcnal utility ; and then alfo, what difference would 
there be betwixt th^aAions of a man and a beaft, with refpe£l 
to friture good or evil ? Yea, man would then be more feared 
and obeyed than God, ai^^d all fouls be fway^din their motiouft 
4mly by the influence of j^rcfcnt things : And wljicrc then wtoald 
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t^sgkm li^ibttndin tiie world? It is an escelklit iioee Hi 

♦ Dttsdlius 5 « Our works (faith he) do -not pafs jtway as fomt 

< « thej are done, but as 'feed fowrii ihall, after -a time, rife wp> 

< l» gtH eternity : Whatever we think, fpeak, or de,_ oacfe 

* fecADcn^ thought, or done, is eternal, and abides for-erer*" 

What Zeunes, the famous linmer faid of his woife atay be 
ttirff feidt)f all our works 5 Aeternitati ping^^ I-paint far etemi'- 
ty. O,'how carefulfliould men be of what tfcey tpeak and d© 
wWSft they are commanded fo to fpeak and >fo to <lo, as Aofe 
' flratftndlbe judged by the perfedi law of fiberty 1 James 11. 1 2. . 
What more tranfientthana vain word ? And yetferfuch words, 
men Vti^ give an account in the day of judgment,. Mattb. xii. 
36. Tliat^ the firft thing : A£Hons, like feed, fliall rife and . 
^ypear 'again in order to a retribution. 

2. The other thing held forth in this fimjlitttde is, that ac- 
cording to the nature of our adiions now, will be tfee fruit and 
reward of them then. Though the fruit "or confe<Sfuen«:e of ho- 
ly aftions, for the prcfcnt may feem bitter, and the fruit of 
finftfl aftions, fweet and pleafatit % yet there is nodbing b&gw 
certain, than that their future fruits ihall be according to ibeit 
prefent «iature and quality, 2 Cor. -v. 10. Then Dionyfius ihaB 
rctrafftthat faying, Ecc^'quamproJ^eraimvigatio'aDe§ datur 
facfikghy Behold how God fcrvotrrsour tacrileges ! Semetime^ 
. itldeea (though but rarely) <j6dt:aufes*6nrters to reap, in tW# 
worW, the fame that they have fown \ as hath been thw fin, 
iuch hath been their punrlhmem. It was openly eoxifefied by 
Addnrbezek, Judg. i. 7. >^As I have done, fo-haA <5od requite 
^ led me:'* 

Socrates, in his church hiftory, furnifliesiis with a perti* 
Item paffage to this purpofe, concerning Valens Ae Emperor, 
who was an Arian, and a bitter •perfecutor ctf the Cbriftliuis t 
This man, when eighty of the orthodox Chriftians filled from 
Conftantinople to Nicomed ja, to treat with hi^ about the pomts 
<tf Arianifm, and to fettle the matter by way of difpute 5 the 
Emperor hearing of their arrival j while they were yet in Ae 
harbour, and not a. man landed, caufed the flaips to* be fired 
tfrhrerein they were, and fo confumed them all. Not long af» 
ter, in his wars againft the Goths, he was overthmwn 5 an* 
hiding himfeif in a little cottage, the enemy com ingbyibarftt 
It and him togethet*. Thus this wretch reaped what ht 
fowcd, btimhig for burning, the very fame in kind paid him ^ 
gain- it is not always fo in this world ; but fo it ftiaH be iA 
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AflrtO«bm« : The tables ihall Oieh be mm^, ^tl^iSitfim^ 
^lltertd i for ihallBOt the Judge of all the wofld do.rigliteoiifly? 
^ DiogeiuSB was tempted to thiiiky that QoA bad caft ^ tlie 
go?eini«h^nt ef dlie world, when he &w the wicked profjier vat 
meif wkkedneft. On thefame groundmany have been temp* 
ted to Atheifm} b«t then the wodd ihaU tu diftributiYO 
juftice (hining out in its glory, «* Tribulation, angui(h and "wmh 
. ^ to every foul of thafi that, doth evil; biut glory, honour said 
^ peaee to every man that wprketh good/' Rom. ii.*9, io« 
Then 'twill appear what feed we iowaed, what Jives we lived | 
« For God ihaU t;tfmg ev^y wo^k into Judgmeuf, with rmj^ 
^ feoret thing, whether it be good or evil,'* Ecdef. xii. 14. 
REFLECTIONS. 

I. This meditation maybe tome whatthe -* ^itofkn^ 
kand-writing upon the wall was to that pro* ^ ^ /j. 'C!^!!.! 
feneprince,Dan.v. 5,6.andalikccfFeait {2 
ftoiidd have upon mie i for if all tkst afiions of 
this Hfe be feed fown for the next. Lord, what 11 cfop, what % 
Area^ul harveft-am I like to have) How many oaths an<t 
citrfes, Hes and vain words, hate I ibwn^Mrith my tongue 1 Hih# 
ksve I wronged, oppreflfed, and over-reached i& my dealings 1 
Ruihedinto all pro^nenefs, druhkenneft, uncleannefi,fiibbath« 
breaking, ire. ^ as the horfe rulheth into the battle V* And 
iRpliat (hall J reap from fuch feed aS this, but vengeance and fury ) 
Thi^e fins ieemed pleafantin the commiffion, but, oh ! Ya^, 
bitter will it be in their account ? << What flisdl i do when 
** God rifeth up \ and when be viiltetb, what Ihall I anfwer 
«« him ?'' Job^ixxi, 14. Is it npt reafonable and juft, O my 
foul ! that thou fhouldeft eat the frttit of thine own plabtmg, 
and reap what thou haft fown^ ? I thought loathing but pvofij 
and.pleafure would fpring from my luft ; but now I fee it is 
a root bearing gall and wormv^ood, Deut. xxix. 18. Wretcli* 
ed foul ! what fliaH I do ? By &efe a£Hons am I undone* t 
Have been the author of mine own riiin, twifted an hak^r with 
mine own fingers for the executronofmine own foul O! let me 
rather tafte the bktemefs of fin, by rcpfentance now, dian enjoy 
its prefent pleafures, which betray the foul to endlefs wrath J 

1. How have I alfo been deceived in this -., * . , 
matter ? I verily thought that glory and im- 1%^^"^^* 
moftility would have been the fruit atid pro- ^^^ 

♦ Cufn vidio triMla fafa hnif^ ignofcitc quafi : 

Vol. Vi r ^ 8 ^ 
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iu£t of my moral honefty and righteoufneis \ tliat fof ai^ 
peace I:adl:^ea femioally contained in thofe actions ; but now 
Kfee fiich fruit can fpring from no other root but fpecial grace^ 
Qlory 18 difdofed from no other bud but holinefs. Alas 1 all 
my planting and lowing was to little pu^fe, beeaufe I fowed 
9M>t the right kind of feed ; the beft fruit I can «xped from this^. 
i« ' but a iefler degree of damnation* 

Deluded foul! thy feed is no better thaok what the mn^ral 
heathens^ fowed : And do I expe£);,bet'ter feuit than what they 
reaped ? Civility without Chrift,, is but a freer flavery ;. and 
Satan holds me as faft in> captivi^ by this, as he d6th. tlie pro^ 
phane by the pleafure of their lufts : Either I lUud fow l>ettes^ 
iced, or look to r^p bitter fruit. 

^k L^ r p^ 3. Mean while,; blefs the Lord^O my foul! 
^ Ao(y jmis. ^ho^jjed thee to fow bctte^ feed* wh» 
rgte,Cftoru kept thee watching,, humbling thyfelf, and 

praying, whilft others have been fweacing,. drinking and blaf- 
liheming : This will yield thee fruit of jpv in the wocklto come;: 
yea, it already yields prefent peace t». tfij eotrfcieiiee : Tlitfe 
r^evenues are bet^ thaa/gpld, fweeter thau: the honey, and the 
lioney-comb ;, not diat fuch. fruits, ate meritprioufly contained 
in thefe afUons ; I fow to myfelf in righteoufnef$,.but I reap* 
in. mercy^ Hof. x. 12* This is the way iii which God will 
feve and glorify ine. O" then, let me be ever abounding iik 
the work of the Lord^ knowing that my labour (hall not be is 
yain in die Lord* 

' The P p J^ Ml 

T Would be a.ftrange and monftrous thing,, to fee: 
Cherries or plumbs grow on. an apple-tree. ' 
"Who ever gathered from the thiftle,.figs ? 
Or fruitful grapes from off the wbrthlefs twigs 
Of pricking thomsi In nature ftai we find 
All its, produfUons anfwering to their kind. 
As are the plants we fet, or fecdswc fow, 
'Such is the fruit we (hake, and com we mow : 
And canil thou, think, that from corruption's root: 
Thy foul (hall pluck the fweet and pleafant 'ftui|L 
©f fpiritua! peace f Whoeycr, that was wife, 
Abus'd himlelf with fuch abfurdities I 
%jo6k what you fow, the very fame youll reap. 
The fruit of i^hat you. plants be fure you'll ea^. 
Mow are they baffled by a fubtile devil. 
Who bo]^e for heaveOf whilst their wafs are evii f' 
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Sasdi Teafenings here tbeir credulous fouls begtiHe, • ■- 

At wkidi^ in ether things, cbemfekcs vpuld ixnile. 
Oiir iprdent a^b, though :QightIjr paffird by. 
Are fo imidi &ed fown for etermty. 
The feeds of prayers, fecret groans and tears, 
Wfll fcoot 2t laft into the full-blown ears 
Of peace and joy^ Blefied are dicy that/ow 
Befides thefe waUrp^ yea, rfiiiee blefs'd, that go 
Bearing iiich precious teed: 'fliough now they moirflf 
With joyful iheaves they fcortly fhall return. 
Needs muft the full-iipe fruits isi hewen be^^ood^ 
When as the ieed was glory m the bud. 
But,, oh 1 Ae biflter, basieful fruits of fin, 
WKea aU tlic pleaffiire finners fcavc therein. 
Like faded blofibms to tiie ground fliaU fall, . . 

Then they will tafte the' wonhwopd and the gaU t 
What Godand'Conftienoe itow of fi«i report^ 
iToii Higbt, and with tbeir dreadful threatnings Qx>rt': ^ 

But he'll convince you the^ your ways were naught. 
As Gideon ifae men of Succouth taught* 
If lermpns cannot, fire a«d hrimftooe muft 
Teach men how good it is tt> pamper kift. 
When conicienoe cal^ thee by the throat, and €ne%. 
Now wretch 1 now finner ! diou that didft defpife 
My warnings ^ Jeam, and ever learning be 
That leflbn which diou ne^er wouldft' learn of me. 
The itouteil £nner then would howl and roir» 

fin I never fawthy face befcrei ^ 
isthis the fruit of finip Is tUsi the place 
Wbefel muft lie i Is this ^ideedtke cafe 
Of my poor ibul ? muft I be bound in chains 
With thefe companions ? Oli 1 is this the g^ins . 

1 get by fin f Poor wretch :! I that would, never 
See this befof^e^ am now undone for ever 1 

CHAP. xvm. 

upon tfce Joy of Harveft-men. 

Great is the joy tf harvejl^meni yet Ufs 
Than theirs wham Qtd d$tk .with his favour hlejs. 

O B S E R V ATI ON. 

Mong all eardily jc^s, diefe four fotts ars noted in fcrip- 
ture> is the moft'excellent and rwiarlcabl<;« (i.) i>iu^ 

Sa. * ' 
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tialjoys ; Ae day of efpou&ls U the day of the gladiNeftpf :ft 
man's he^rt) Ca»t* iii. a t. (2.) Tifejoy (f children ': Though 
now it feems but a Qommoa merey to mqfl, sind a buniea to 
fogRtj yet the people of Qod were wont tx> eileem it a d^oice 
imrcy^ and rejpi^ greatly in it, John xvi. 21. there is jay 
that a man is bom into the world.' (3*} The joy rf cmpie^s 
fnd vifhriesf when m^ divide the fpoil : And, laftly. Tie 
Joy cf harv^. Thcfc two we fipd pvit together, as principal 
matte^yi^f joy, tfa» ix* |. •< They joy bqibrc thee, according to 
*< the joy in hanreft, a^ a6 men rejoice when they divide the 
<^ fpoiL" The joy of haivd|t is no iha^l JQy \ Gaudivmmeg^ 
efi meffts gaudii ; The joy ^f l^e barreft^ i^ |he iiaifveft of their 
joy. It is ufual wiiji men, when they haye reaped down.their 
hsmreft (or cut the ne^sk, as they call it) tQ demonftral^ ^hor 
joy byflioating,apdiWiacclamatioA$« ^ 



I 



APPLICATION. 

THUS, and un^akafale more^a»i thns, (b fiimts rejoin 
an4 ^out for joy, when they rea|» thefaTOur and love 
ot ^od, for which they hbodred in many aweary duty. This 
'oy of harreft, as great at it is, and as much as carnal hearts zvz 
[itted up with it, is but a trifle, a thing of nought, cofnp«ral 
with youfSf after thejr haw fewnto th^mfehresin ri^Hcouf-* 
nefs, and waited for theeffefbs and remms of their duties wiih 
patience, and at taft come to reapih mercy, dtherjthe fiiHinr* 
▼eft in hea^Ken, of bat iSat firft-^fruits of it on eardi, yet ^ejoiiSi^ 
«< with joy unfpeakable and fall of giory,'^ iPet.i.B. «<Thla 
*\ *puts more gladnefs into their hearts, than when com and wijae 
^ increafe,'^ lYalm iv: 7. Camsd jbys are but as fiml-fereif » 
the agues of the inward man \ there is a ereat diffo^eaca fae« 
twixt the unnatural inflammationt of a feverifh body, which 
waile the fpirfts, and drink u^ the radical moifkdre, and the 
"kindly well-tampered 4ie^rt of an heakby body ; and as mudb 
between the fweet, ferene, and heavettlT j^ which flow frofti 
the bofom of Chrift in the hearts of believers, and thofe earth- 
ly delights which d»3i;&l hea/ts, in a feftfual way, fuck out of 
creature' enjoyments. I ^illfliew you the tranfcendency of 
fpiritual joys, above the joy of harveft, in thefe eight particulars 
following. ' 

I ; You that jdy withthe jby of the hanreft, ate glad, hecaufe 
now yoit hav^ food fo|r yemilielv^s snd fii:mi}ies to lire upoa 
sU die j^ I but tliie Chriftian fejoioi^b, becai^hehath h^ad 
to eat t^t tb^ WQrl4 l^nqws QOt 0^ Rev. %. 1 7. Ctv^ift » t^e 
^Qd of ti« foult sod bis fleflli is mci^t Hideedi and bis bloSl, 
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(kiak indeed, John t^ 55. (L e.) the moil real aod^ceUent 
ibod. . You rea4f Pfalm Jxxviii. ^5. that men di4 eat angel^ 
iaod^ (L e.J Manna \ which wasiuch excellent bread, that if aisr 
gels did live upon^material food, this would be chofen fortheno^ 
and yet this is but a tjqpe aiad dark fliadgw of JciiMI Cbrif!^ 
the food of believers. ,. . , 

a* Yo^ rejoice when ^our hzxvp^ j^ iq, becaufe .<coni 1$ yit> 
tually many other things befides' fopd \ you can turn ft iq^ 
4di9ath& to M^KQf you warm, and many other neceiTari^m^y be 
p«rcba£edbyit: but yet it is not. like Chrift, the objefl of a 
£ui^ joy 9 though it anfwers many things, it.dotb. not ^(w9 
all 'diings^ as.Chriildothi. turn it into what you nfriil, it h^at^ 
but a Uinited ai^d reijpe&ive uiefubi^& 1 but Jefus Chrift is ^ 
in all to believers, and out pf him their, faith can fetoh^ aU 
fuppliee \ he is their hiealth in £ckQefS| their ftren|;th in, w«ak- 
nefs, their eafe in pain» their honour in reproach,, their weaidi 
in poverty, their friend infriendleihefs, their h^bitgtipn whdk 
harbourle^, their enlargement in bondsi the ftren^h^pf ih^liP 
heaitSy and life of their li£e ; .0 1 he if afuU Chrift ! and whfil- 
ever «Qccellencie«.are fcattered among all the creatures, do meft 
^ in him, and much mom* ' 

3« You rejoicf when you have gott^ in your harveft, be- 
^ufe now yfucan free, thofe engagejyieifts, and pay thofe 
debts which you have contra&ed. Tis a comfort to be out 
of debt}, and you may lawfully rejoice that God gives you 
wherewith to ()uit your .engagement?* that you may owo 1^ 
man any thing but love: but /till the joy of barveft falls iboft 
ctf thejoy oif tibc j&inta; for you rejoice that you arc, or have whcre- 
vmb to ^Ip yourfelves oyt o{ mens debt ; but they xejoioe that 
^cy are out of God's debt ; that his book is cancelled, and their 
£os pardoned : that by reafon of the imputed right^ufnefe of 
Chrift, the law- can demand nothing from than>.Rom. viii. i* 
Q what iiiatter of joy ia thi3 I . 

4* You rejoice, becaufe now yourcorn is outof d^g^r ;r 
all the whilcit was abroad, it was in hazard, but now it is houf- 
eA you fear not the rain: but Chriflians. rejoice, not becaufe 
(hear corn is iafe, but becaufp their fouls are fo. All t}ie while 
they abode in an unregenerate ftate, they were every moment 
in. danger of the ftorms^of wrath: but now, being in Chrifl^ 
lAiat danger ia over ; and what compare is there betwixt the 
iafety <rfji Jittle corn, and. the fecurity pf m immortal foul I '- 

« 5* Your joy is but 4 gift of comnc^on providmce, Turks and 
Heathens fan rejoice with your joy ^ but the joy of aCbriftias^, 
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tionSf eren the moft barbarous and wicKedhav^ftore of it 9 
but Chrift M the portion but of a few^ and thofe the dearly be* 
loTcd of God. Luther faid of the whole Turkifh ^w/iiy (where 
is the beft and greateft' ftore of corn) that it U but a crumb 
which the mailer of the Sarnuly throws to the dogs. He that 
had more corn than his barns could hold» now wants a drop of 
"water to cool his tongue. Chrift is a gift beftowed only upoa 
God's elea. 

^ Your joy will have an end; the time is comiiig, that 
-vheti you have reaped down your harvefts, yourfelves nroift 
be reaped down by 4eath« and tnen you (hall rejoice in thefis 
things no morer But when youi^ joy is ended, then b the joy 
of &XfXi perfiafibed ; they reap th^ harveft» when you leave 
your barveft $ dieir confolation is everlafting. , 

*j» Ciod canfeparatie your joy from thefe enjoyments, even 
while you have tb^m^ as well as when you leave tiiem; Tis 
^one tbmg ifor a man to have riches aod full barns, atnA another 
thiiig to haveeomfort in them, Ecdef. v. 19^ 20. But now 
the joy of Chriftians is « thing infeparable from their enjoy* 
ment of Chrift : indeed the fenfe of their tnterdl may be loft, 
and fo the a&s of Aeir joy intermitted : but they always have 
it in die feed, if not in*the fruit, Pfalm xcvii. lu *^ Joy Is fown 
*^ for the upright s^' he hath it ilill in the principle^ and in l2^e 
promifc. 

8. The joy of harveft-men, for the nwft part, is only in their 
harveft, and in &ch earthly lyings ; take that away, and their 
joy ceafes. Earthly hearts are acqtiainted with no higher com- 
forts ; but the people of God can joy in him, and take com- 
fort in their earthly eofoyments too: And what comfort they 
take in thefe diings, is much more refined and fweet than 
'^ours ; for' they enjoy all thefe things in God, and his love in 
fivifftg them^ ]^ts alweetaefs into them, that you are unac- 
euainted with. Thus you fee, how far your joys fall fhort of 
^eirs. 

REFLECTIONS. 

^ m a- I . How. have I rejoiced in a thing of tiougfat^ 

^ ^^^S andpkafedmyfelf with a vanity f God haA 

hath^ Tu ' ^^^^^^ ^^ ^^ ^J fields, and in ipy ftorcs ; but 

A \ * ^^ ^^* fpiritual bicffings in heavenly places in 

*jr«, ^i/tw ^.j^^j^^ My barns are full ofcom, but myfoul 

'^^' is empty of grace 5 common bouncy hath given 

me a fulnefs of the things of this life ; but what if the meaning 
of it (hould be to fait me for the day of flaughter ? What if thit 
he Ac whole oi my portion from the Lord i What if thelaih 



The Heavinfy Ufi tf Marikff Ttkifi^ 143 

_ _ of his providences to my foul fhould be tbis ^ ha I bere 
1 have given thee (with Ifhmael) the fatnefs of the earth ? Thou 
flialt not fay, but thou haft tafted of thy Creator's bounty $ but; 
makb the mofl of it^ for this is all that ever thau ihalt have 
from me v there be others in the world, to whom I have denied 
Aek things, but for tbem I biaye re&rved better i for the mofl 
part they are poor in this worlds but rich in faith, and heirs of 
the kingdom. Is net ihfi» enough, to damp all my cartKi] mirth]? 
Should,my confcience give me fuch aMe;mento as Abraham, in 
the parable^ g^ve to Dives i ^ Remember that tbou fai thy li£e* 
" time receivcdft thy good thii^s j** Ah ! what a cut would 
that be to all my comforts f A man in a fever bath a lively 
colour, but a dying heart. I have an appearance,, a ihadow of 
comfort, but a fad ftate of fbuK 

2. " Blefled be the God and Father of my . ',/^friu, f * 
tt LordJefusChriftjwhohatbbleffedmewith ^^^ ^/^J 
« with all fpiritual bleffings in heavenl J^pla- ^f, • - £ '^ ^ 
«-ccs in Chrift," EphcC i. 3- Though hehath J^^ ^^ "^ 
not feen fit to give me much of this, world in 

band, yet it hath pleafed him to fettle a rich inheritance upon me 
by promife ; the hopes and expe£tations whereof, yield my ibul 
more true comfort than all the prefent enjoyments of this world 
could ihave done. BlefTed be the tord^ who hath not given me 
my portion in this life, that by keeping me from the enjioymentj^ 
bath alfo preferved me from the Jnares of a prolperous efbte i 
Lord Jefus, I have no bags, I have ho barns % but thou fhalt 
ie to me inflead of all thpfe things. When others rejoice in 
the fiilnefe of their earthly comforts^ I will rejoice in the ful- 
nefs of iny Chriflr they have that which (though I have not) 
I ihall not want ; ^and* I have that which all theit riches cannot 
purcbaft^. , Blefs the Lord^ O my foul ! 

3. But, Lord, how am t obliged, a- A^mO^nu^f^m^^ 
bovethoufanrfs, to love and praife thee r ^jf/Hi^^!//!!!!!^ 
to blefs and admire thee, who hafl not ^dCkriAt!!!! 
only plentifully provided for my foul,. ^ v 

but {6t my body tool who haft given me both the upper and 
liie nether fprings, heaven and earth ; things prefenty and things 
to come t Th6u haft not dealt fo with all i no, not with all cS 
Ay own people: many of themare ftrangers to the mercies 
which I enjoy. God hath done great things* for me, . O my 
foul 1 what wilt thoado for God? The freer the condition ia 
he haA placed me in, the more am I Both obliged anfl advan- 
taged for his fervice 5 and yet, I doubt, it will be found, th^t 
xiany a poot Chriftian, that labours '^ ith his bunds to get his^ 
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breads reieemr more hour» for God thah I do. Lord, i!fo%rif 
me wife to underftand and anfwer the double end of this graci-* 
oos difpenfation ! let me beftow the more of my time upon 
Ood, and ft^nd ready to minifterto the neceffides of bis 
people. 

• d ^SjfR' faran^ 4* Oh! what an unhappy wictch am l! 
^^L^L '^ ^^ ^^^ nothing eidicr in hand, er in 
MM Htb- neimr a j^ ^ mifcrabk here, and Uke to be 
Mm, n^r^ Cbnjt. foforevcr: hadlbutaninteieftinCbrifl^ 
as die godly poor bave, that would fweeten aH pre&nt troubles, 
and (hew me the end of them. Btit, alas ! I am poor and 
wicked, contemned of men^ and abhorred of God; an ob}e£)f 
of contempt both to heaven and earth. Lord» look upon fucH 
a truly miferable obje6^ with compaffion> give me a portion with 
1^ people in the world to come, if thou never better my dut-* 
W^'id oonditioa here ! O fanfHfy thi» poverty ; blefs tbefe 
firaiti and wants, that they may neceflitate *my foul to go td 
Chrift : m^ke this poverty the way to glory, and I (haU blefs 
thee to eternity that I was poor in this world. ' 
The POEM. 

OFT have I fecn, when harvcft's almoft in, 
The laft load coming^ how fofne nien have bcien 
Rapt up with joy, as if that welcome cart 
Drew home the very tr^afure of their heart ; 
WJhat joyful flioutings, hoopings, hollowing noife, 
With mingled voices both of men and boys ! 
To carnal minds there is no greater mirth, 
jNo higher joy, nor greater heaven on eard). 
He foeaks pure paradoxes, that fliall fay 
Theie are but trifles to what faints enjoy : ' ^ 

But they defpife your foarks, as much as you 
Contemn their fon. Sdme that could never ihew 
A full ftuff*d bam, on which you fet your heart. 
But glean, perhaps, the ears behind your cart> 
..Tct are the gleanings of their comfort more . 

Jhan all your harveft, and admired ftore. 
^ISTour mirth is mix^'d with forrow, theirs is pure ; 
Yours like a Qiadow fleets, but theirs endure. 
,God gives to you tKe huik, to them the pith, 
And no heart-ftingjng forrow adds iherfcwith. , 
Though at the gates of'death they fometimes mourni 
No fooner doth the Lord to them return, 
Bttt forrow's banifii'd from thieit penfive bre^ft ; 
■Joy triumphs there, and fmiles feeir checks im^l ^ 
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AknMridg ^ OJ^MpIp fa4ll> with v4iat a grace 
U^ vkws^tbe tht cJueJof d^knefs^ and doth chafe 
Tlie Oiades <tf night b^fe him ^ hancig hud'd 
> His golden beams about this lower worlds 
How from fad groves,* a&d;^folkary ceUsi 
W^re hoitid'darkiiefd, iMid oonliiikm dwells^ 
IkmtS)' o^^ls) aild doleful creaewcSf fly- away> 
Aefigning to die chearful birdsof day : 
'Who in tlidfc ftfatcs«i6nr do ficand cfeAnt> 
Wliere lately fiid) dke creatures kept their haunt. 
'Thusgrkf fe(igfi$ t^ joy ^ %bsV^ groans and tears 
To fohgs tnumphsMi when the Lord appears^ 
O matchlefs joy i O ec^menaiiGe divine! 
What ate Aofe trifles to thefe fmiles of thine ? 
IkSay !| irith poof Mephtbofheth, be bleft . 
With^tfaefefweetfrnikS; let Ziba take the reft. 
My iife 1 my ireafure ! thou jQiah: ne'er be fold 
Fo# fijhrcr hittsj'or fivers pavM with gold* 
Wer\ thoDi but known to Worldlings^ they would icorn 
To iloep^ their hearts to fuch poor things as com : . 
Fop fd thef do^ becaufe Aou art ibove 
lUbssk fpfaere wherein their low conceptions move. 

C H A P* XlXv 

, ' Upon tHe ^refiling out of Com* 

liUmfotii grain vrttbgteat^frftrengthym threjh^ 
\ Tik aihji Chfiftiatis ija-Uethe ha^fd^ lajh. 

OB S E R VAT ION. 

HXJfbafidmen havi/ieto do with divers forts of grain, Ibme 
more tdogh and ftabborn, others more free and tender, 
do ttot'beat'aU alike on' the threfhifrg-flpor f but as they have 
thrcfli^hoffevetal fizes^ fothty beftow on fome grain more, 
onbthert fewer ftit)les, according to the different qualities of 
. the gfaiYi to be threftiecJk This obfervation the prophet Ifaiah 
hath, jChap,. xxviii* .rer* 27. ** The fitcl^es arc not thrcfliei 
^ with a threfhing-mftrument, neither is the cart-wheel tur- 
* ned abbot upon the cumiiMn, but the fitches are beaten ou^ 
•* with a ftaff, and the cummin with a fod.'^ The manner of 
beating out the earn ju.formcr times, was far diffiapeot-fenm tVtt 
Vou VIv . '^ T • 
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which is now in u£p among us ; they had the cart*wheel^ lAidi 

was full of iron fpokes or teeth, and the hoofs of beafts for the; . 

harder foat of grain, as wheat, rye, and barley ^ a ftaff or fiaii 

for the fitches, and a rod or twig for the cummin ; all whick 

inftruments were proporiioned according to the nature of the 

grain. 

APPLICATION. 

GO D having to do, in a way of corre£iiony with divers foit» 
of ofFenders, dot)i not ufe the like feverity with them all,., 
but proportions his correction to theit abilities and ftrength^ 
Jer. XXX, II. "I will not mate a full end of thpe, [but will cor- 
" reft thee in mcafurc} and will not leave thee altogether unpu- 
*• niihed :" {q^d.) Affliftedthoumuftbejniyrefpecito my own- 
glory, and thy good, puts a necel&y upgn that y but yet I wilt 
do it moderately : I will not lay on without meafure or mercy> 
as I intend to do, upon the enemies ^ but. will mete out your 
.fttfferingsin a due proportion^ even as a careful phyfician, in 
prefcribing pills^ or potions to lus patient, hath segard as weU 
to the ability of the patient, a&to the nature and quality of the 
difeafe ; even fo thy God, O Krael, will not afiU£l thee accord-^; 
ing to the gre^tncis of his povrer^ and hi& wrath^ aniwerable 
thereunto, Flal. xe. i (.that wouJd break thee to pieces, Pial.. 
Ixxviii. q8. Nor yet wiU he afflift thee according to the de- 
merit of thv Cn : as it Ihall be much lefs than, what I couI4 
inflift, fo It {hall be lefs than thine iniquities deferve,^ Ezra 
ix. 11. Neither mv power» northy cfeTerti fliall be die rule of' 
my proceedings \ out I will do it with modera^on and mercy, 
as thou art able to bear. I tirat have mftrufled the hufband- 
man to pioponion his in&rument to the quality of the^ain 
before him, will exercife the like wifdom and mildnefs towards 
thee. And the fimilitude betwixt the hulbandman's thrcfhing 
his com, and the Lofd'»affli£ktng hk people,;;ftands in thefe 
particulars. 

I . The huibandman's end in threfning the corn is, to fcpa- 
rate it from the hulks and chaff; and God's end ia affliiJing 
hisj)eopleis,to feparate them from their fins, TXi^ satyii. 9^ 
^ In meafure when it Ihooteth forth, he will debate with it,", 
(i. ^.)?he will moderately correft them ; and what the ends of 
thofecorrcftions are, the next words inform us, •* By this there- . 
•^ fore fliall the iniquity of Jacob be purged*,, and this is all the» 
** fruitto take away his fin." God ufes afBi£Uons, asweuft. 
foap, to cleanfe away filthinefs, and fetch out fpots,, Dan. xi^ 
3{* Me aims not at th.e deilrudioa. .o£. their perfons, hut oS 
thjeklufts^ ^ 
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, a. If the hufbandman have cockle, darnel, or perhidous tares 
before hjm dn the floor among his com, he little regards 'whe- 
ther it be bruiiedi or battered to pieces by the threfter or no ; 
it is a wortMefe thing, and he fpares it. not. Such cockle and 
.tares are the oien Jes of God ; and when thefc come under his 
flail, lie ftrikes diem without mercy; for thefethe Iiord pre* 
pares a new fliarp.threfliing inftrument, having teeth, which 
fhall beat them to duft, Ha. xli. 15. ** Tbe daughter of Babylon 
^* -is Kkc a threihing-fldor ; 'tiis time to thrdh her," Jer. li. 
.33. And when that time is come, then (in allufion to the beaft 
.tiiat was to tread out the com) " Sion's horn (hall be 
^< of iron, and her hoofs brafi," AKc ir. 13. He fmites not 
his people according to the ftroke of them that fmote thenr^ 
'the meaning is, his ftrokes on them (hall be deadly (boke$. i 
-they (hev^ed no mercy to Sion j and God will (hew no mn^cjp 
.to them. 

3;^ When thehuflcs and chaff are perfe£Uy (eparated from 
the grain, then the hufbandman beats it no more. When 
G^4iath perfedUy purged and fi^parated the fins of his peopld^ 
tthen affli^ions (hall come to a perpetual end; he will never 
fmite them again : there is no noiie of the thre(hing inftru^ 
ment in heaven; he that beat them with his flail on earth, will 
'piit them into his bo(bm in heaven. 

'4* Though the hufbandman lays on, and beats his com, as 
if he were angry with it, yet he loves and highly prizes it i 
and though Gcxl ffarike and sr69i£): his people, yet he fets a great 
; value upon them: ; and it is equally abfurd to infer God's ha*> 
Ttred to his pe€q;>le from his aAifting of them, as the hufband^ 
man^s hatred of his corn, becaufe' he threfhes and beats it 1 
Heb. xii. 6. *^ Whom the Lord loveth he correfteth, and chaf- 
^* tencth every fon whom he receiveth." 

5.'Tfadugh the husbandman thre(h and beat the com, yet 
be will not brutfe or hurt it, if he can help it ; though fome 
require more and harder (Irokes than others, yet none fhall 
.have more than it can endure. And though the Lord afilift 
his.fervants, yet he will do them ho hurt, Jer. xxv. 6. ^Some 
need more rods than others, but none (hall have more than 
•they can bear; Ae Lwd knows the meafures, and degrees of 
hisfervan ts faith and patience, and accordingly (hall their triars 
be, ^Pfal. jciii. J 3, 14. ** Like as a father pities his children, (o 
«< the Lord pitieth them that fear him ; for he knows their 
^* frame, he remembers they are but duft ; he makes a way to 
^ dcapc, that they ipay be abte to bear it," i Cor.x. 13. 
L . . . . .T ^ . . 
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This cftteatid tendemeft oret his afflifbed, iscmtnemly dUcoy- 

vered in three particulars. - . 

( (i.) In not expofing diem to, '^U he hadi pri^ao^ them 

for, their trtak^ -XukejKxiv, 49* ^ Tarry ft- at Jerufalems ^ntiX 

^i ye be endiiod with power from on mgb*'^ He fi^i*es them 

Cometimes eminent dlicoveriet of hisr iQve* immediately iiQfc>re« 

9nd z$ a preparatiTe to their fufitrings, in the ftrezj^ trhereqf 

they are carried throngh all. .«.:/. 

(2.) Or \{ not fo, thenrhe intermixeth fupp««ting <^aafoft 
with their tiQuhles 1^ ^as you fometimes fee die^fun fliihe -oat 
twhilie the rain falls. It was lb with^I^ttiii A£b lumi, 2 j^ 
^^ Thi« night (and itwaa a fiid n%ht indeed) there ftocki hy mfe 
<< the angdof tbeLord, whofe I ani/^ 

(3.) la taking offthei^Qion, when thefp can bear 4t no 
longer, i Cor« x* 13. << He makes a way^ to escape, that they 
« may be able to bear it>*' PfaLcxxv«3. Th^ rod is taken off,^ 
^ when the rightQOOS 19 even ready to put forth hm hand to 
** iniquity," It i$ a Jewiih pravttrh»> When the bricks^ are 
doubled, theil oome$ Mmt. And it i^a Chriftian'^ expteriencej^ 
When the i^irit is ready to fail, then comes Jefus, acco^ng tci 
ihat promife, lia. Ivii* id. ; • ^^ 

R£FI^£ CTI ON & - 

z^ How unlike am I to Gq4> inthe afili^ling; 

^ r^^^^iMn of his people? TheXordi&pitifiil when het 

farperfiattQri. fmitesthem^ but Ihaiv^e been cruel: he is. 

kind to. them,^ when moft fevese .; .butthe beft. 

of my kindnefibs tq thwi^ may :fitly unoogh.be ca^edfeverity ; 

God fmites them in love j^ I have fmittenthem in hatred* Ah 1 

^hat have I done I God bath uCedme as his h^nd, Pl&K xvil. 

14. or as his rod, to a^i£^ them, Jer*. x. 7. but liis end and 

mine have widely differed in that a£lion, If^« x. 7. I am but 

tbe fcuHion, or rather the whifp to fcour and cleanfe the veflels 

of gloiy I and^when I have done tha^ dirty workj tbofe bright 

fouls ihall be fet iq» in heaven, andl eaft iot^the fire. If he 

fliall have judgment without mercy, that ikeiwed no mercy, 

liow cati I cxpeSt mefcy from the Lord, wbofe' people! have 

^pcrfccuted mcrdldly for his fake ? 

A fi Ft' /• 2. Is the Lord's wheat thus ihrelhed on 

\^^ nmifi;^^ ^' '^y eonditym* who prolper aad am let a- 

no affttctinn. ,^jj^ j^ ^ ^^y ^ fm?. -Surely, the Lord 

looks on me a? on a weed, and. not as his.c<»n ; and it is too 
pobable, that I am Mh^ referved f(»r bar^in|[»^an {or diceilh-. 
ang* Some thae are whom^i^od lovcQ not fo weiji as to igtnA 
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a rod upon them, but faith, ** Let them alone/* Hof. ir. 17,. 
but miferable is their condition, notwithftanding their impii* 
nity ! For wh^t is the interpretaticHi but this : I will come to a 
reckoning -w^ith them aitogetfaer in belL LokI, hoir mud) 
better is thy affiiding mercy^ than thy fparing fereriey ! BetMr 
is the condition of an afflicled chiM^ than-oSit pejeftedilxiftard, 
Heb. xii. 7. Oh, let me rather feel thy <rpdtiowip a* the tod o£a 
loving Father, than foel thy Meratb hereafter^aa the .vni;liof ari 
pnimpotent avenger 1 . . . 

3. Well then, defpood m»ti.O mytfoul ! An^iftionfSr 
Thou heareft the huftandman Iotcs hia gn-n, o^aJp^ifiuiA- 
though h& threiheth it ; and', furely, j^be Lord 
loves thee not the leia, Jiecai^cbe zS&B^ riiec fii miidi. If af-^ 
fli£tion, then, be the way to bea^ren, blefied he God for af* 
^idion ! The thr^ing^'ibakai of God have come diick iip<lR 
pie ; by which I may fee what a tough and Ihibbom hc^rc'l 
have : if one ftroke would have dbii^jhe work^he would not 
have lifted up his band the fccond time; I have* nor had a 
ftroke more than I had noQd of, i Pet. i..6. and by this niesnis 
he will purge iny fois : Uefled be God for that 1. the damned 
have infinitely more and harder ilmkes than \ andyet their fiit 
fiiall never be feparatej by their fufierings/ Ah fin !.curf<»cl 
fin 1 I am fo much, out of iove with thcC) that I am willing fo 
endure more than all this^ to. be wdl rid of thee { al} this I fuf- 
fer for thy lake \ but die time la coming when I ihall be.r^d 
of fin and fuffering together : mean whue I am under my own 
father's band : Imkc mehe may, bat hate nae he caniuk. 

Thcj P O E M. 
fTl H E faered re w4t tell vl^ berclpfore 

I God had an altar on a threfhing-floor, 
Where threfhing inifaniimems devoted were 
To fiicretl^ ferviQe $ fo ]fQU,fiiid them here. 
I how would teach ^^he direib^r^ ,to beat forth 
A notion from his threihdd, much more wortV 
Than all his cornj . and iinakehim underftand 
That fouMnftru^ttg engine fn bis hand. ^ " 

With fewer ftrokea, and Ughter virSl you beat 
The oats and badey^thto tbefhibbopn wheat. 
Which' will require and endure more bk>W9 
Than freer grain* Thus deals the Lord by thole . 
Whom he afflifts ; he doth not ufc to flrike 
Ofiending children with his rod'dlike; 
ii«t oa tj^ ji^ft Oioulders doth impofe 
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The Heavieft turthcns, and the Icifejon thofc- 
Of weaker grace: he fcews hinifclf a fe?d 
Of judgments in faU' handling of the rod. 
God hath a rate^-book by hiin, wherein he 
Keqps jttft a<C(S0t^ts how rich hi« people be ; 
What fatth| experience, patience, more or lefr 
Bach one po0e0eth, and doth them afleis 
: According to their ftock. Such as have not 
A martyr's faithyfliall have no martyr's lot. 
The kindsy defgrees, and the continuance 
. Of all their fnff'rings, to a cireumftance 
Prcfcribcd are by him, who wifely fways 
The world, and more than's right on no man laya. 
Be nian or devil the apothecary, 
God's the phyfician; who can then mifcarry 
In fuch a handf He never did or will 
Suffer the leaft addition to his bill. 
Nor meafurc, nor yet mercy he •bferves 
In threfliing Babylon ; for {tie 4eferves 
His heavieft ftrokes \ and in his floor ihe muft 
Be beaten fliortly with his fiail to duft. 
fhxt Sion's God, in meafure, will debase ; 
His children he may fmite, but cannot hate \ 
He beats them, true, to maiee their chaff to fly, 
That they, like purged goldai grains, may lie 
In ope fair heap, with thofe blefs'd foubs that here 
Once in lik6 manner tfarefli'd and winnow'd were^ 

CHAP. Xt. 

* Up(m the winnowing of Com. 

The fan doth catife light chaff to fly away i 
Sojhall th4 ungodly in GtcPs v/mnQwing-day. 

OBSERVATION. 

^TT TH E N the corn is threflicd o\k in the floor wh ere it lies 
W mingled with empty ears, and wortWefe chaff, thQ 
hufbandman carries it out altogether into fome open place i 
where, having fjpread Ins fheet for th^ prefervation of the graini^ 
he'expofes it-all to the wind ; the good, by reafon of its fofidity^ 
remains upon the fheet, but die chaff, being light and emptyi^ 
is partly carried quite away by the wind, and all the reft fcpa- 
rated from the good grain into aidifttnft heap^ wliiih is carrieA 
airaya either to the firci or duog-hill,^ 93 a iiroithlef$ ^hixi^x 
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^ .APPLICATION. 

MEN have their winnowing-^dayS) and God hath hiS| 
a day to feparate the chaff from the iirheat, the godly 
from the ungodly^ who fliall be held «p to the ytiind \ but only 
the wicked fhall be drivcn^away by it; Such a day God hath in 
this world, wherein he wiirnows his wheat, and feparates the 
chatF. There is a double fanning or winiiowing of men here 
in this worlds one hdo&rinalfyt in which fenfe I imderftand' 
that fcripturej Matth. iiL 12. fpoken of Cbrift, when he wasf^ 
entering upon his minifterial work : ^< His fan is in Us band ; 
*< and be Iball thoroughly purge his iloor» and gather bis wheat 
*^ into the gamer ; bat he will bumiiptbe chaff with un-* 
«< quenchable fire/' The preaching of thej^pe}, israsafait 
in Chrift'shand : and it is as much as if John had i^nis told the 
^ws> that though tbere were many hypocritical o!ie» among 
them, that had now a place and name among the people of 
God) and gl<»ried in their church-piiTileges^ yet tho^ is a 
purging blait of truth coming, which &all make them fly 
o<lt of the church,, as chaff out of the floor. Thus Chsift 
i$rinnow& or fans the world do^irinaUy ^ The other isJuMcialh^' 
by bringing fore and grievous trials and ftfffermgs upon tW 
churches, for diis very end, that thofe which are but chaff» 
(L e.} cai^Y ;^^ vainprofeflbrs^ may by fucb winds as thefe* 
be feparat^ froni his people. , 

; The church inC;reafes two ways, and by two drverfe means f 
^xtenjively^ in breadth and nucnbers ; and intenfioghy, in vt* 
gour and power ^ peace and profperity cat^e the firf^ iaffer- 
ings and ttdverfity the laft : And well may a day of pe«fecutio» 
be called a yimtowiagdayy for then are the peofHe of God toT- 
fed to purpofe, as com in the fieve, though nothmg but chafl? 
be ioft thereby. Of fiich a winnowing-day the pro^iet (peaks^ 
* Amos ix.9, lo.' '* I will Mi the houfe of Ifmel among all nati-^ 
<« ons, Uke as com is fi£ced i« a (ieve, yet iball not the leaft 
^ graiti fall upon the earth ; all the finneFS of my people fhall 
-^. die.'' (^ d.) I will caulegres^agJtaidcm^ndcofHngs among 
yoiiy by the hands of the Affyri^nsand Babylonknt, into whofier 
countries you fliall be difperled and fcattered; yet I will fo go* 
vem tfapfe your d^fperfionsby my providence^ tbat not one gooii 
grain, one upright Soxi^ {ball eternally perifh, but the &iners^ 
of my people, therefiife ttoS^ that iball peri^. 

To the fa«ie purpofe fpeaiis another prophet, Zeph. ii. i^ 2« . 
•* Gather yomfeWes together ^ (or as fome read^fan yourfdvcil, 
*< yeas fan yourfel ves> before the decree bring forth, and the 
^ day jpafs^ the chafflTHe doth not mean t|at the time ib^ 



{Kift as th^ cbaff, but there is a ilay of afiliaion and ^i(bpe& 
xpit)ing»^di Vhith the wicked (hall pafr as the chaff before the 
wind I A*d yet, notwithftanding all thefe winnowings vpoti 
earthy niuch chaff will ftill abidk among the com ( therefore 
Qod hsth apooinced another day for the winnowilig of the • 
vroAi^ even' tne day of judgmait ; in reference to whickitis 
feid, P&lm L 4^ 5. ** The ungodly are not fo, but areliketbe 
«« chaff:whidi tlwwtnd drives away; therefore the -vbgodly 
^. (hall not ftand in judgment, nor finners in the congre^ion 
« of the righteous V' (*• ^^J God hath a day whereih 1^ will' 
Sft the world, like corn in a (ieve^ and then the wicked ftal! 
af^ar 0> be but chaff, which God will eternally (^ardte from 
his wheat* I will not ftrain the (imilitudei but fairly diipay 
it i9 thefe fcren particiilars. 

I . The chaEff and wheat gf ow together in the fame field, and 
tiiponthe fame root and ftalk« In this, wicked men are like 
chaff, who not only affociate with the people ^rf" Godj but of* 
tetttimes fprihg up with them in the fame fam3y> and from the 
f^tnefoot, tt immediate parents, Msd. u 2. ** Was not E&u 
«< Jacob's brother ?" Yict the one was wheat, the ottherlsb^* 
i^A^nces of this are infinite. 

^. The hufbandmian would never eildufe the WfkS) chaff, 
9sA Siry (talks to remain in the field ; if^ wete not for the good 
corn's fake, he would quickly fet fire to it^ but that the corn- 
is^amon^ it, which he highly prizeth: And,, beaflhred, God 
w^d nevei^ fuffcr the wicked to abide long In this wodd^ 
were it not for his own ele&that are difpcrfed among them 1 
Sxccpt the Lord had fuch a remnant difperfed in the world, he 
would jquickly fet fire to the four quarters, and make it likv 
g<Ktem, If*, i. 9. ■ ' • / 

3. Thechaffisil very worthlefs thing, the hufbattdm^tt care* 
not "vrhat becomes of it v ^nd dfas little worth are wicked mett^ 
Pro^. x» ixo. " The heaft of the wicked is little worth." The 
h^art is the principal part'of the man^ and yet that*s but chatfi 
nov^rth in it; hishands^ bis dpatfas, is^c. are Worth fcnne- 
nrhat, but bis hiari is w^oirth nothing. 
. 4, Though chaff in itfelf be nothing worth, yet it is of fome^ 
!^fe to the corn while it is (landing in the field ; the (talk "bearf 
^ptheear> and the chaff covers the grain, and defends it from 
the iiljury of the weather. Thus God makes wicked men of 
^ie.to his 4>e6ple, in onutward ibeiety ^ ihey help to fupport 
;^d proeeft them in this world, Rev. xii. 16. "The earth help* 
« ed the woman," (i. e.) worldly men for -carnal ends helped 
;he churdv when a flood of pcrfocution was poured ^^ . >he 
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timfch <rftM holpt^the woddy it receives many benefits from 
die people' 4f God % and lomoitmea God over-^ridet- the wvrkl 
td help his. charck 

5* When tlie chaff and' wfaept are both brought focth and 
hdd up' tn the wind in me fieret the^iall two ways \ the wheat 
laik.down'Hpoa the floor or flieet^ the chaff is carried quite 
sway t So- tfailit although for a time godly aild ungodly abide 
^og^iieri ycr when- this winnowing-time comesi God's wheal 
ftafi be' gathered into his gasner in heave&» the chaff fhall g# 
Sheotkerwayr M^ttb. iii.i2. 

6. If there be a^ chaff among the corn, it will appear wheit 
itisfiftedin avi^indyday; it cannot poiEbly efcape, if it be 
^f€A winnowed \ niuch more impoilible it is for any wicked 
man toefcape the Oiitical featch of God in that day; the clo,< 
4«ftv hypDcrite fliall thea^be dct^^ied, for God will judge the 
fecrets of men^ .2 Cor. xvi. ^< He will then bring ti> light the 
^ hidden thitigs of darknefs^ and make manifeft the cuunfele 
** of the heart," v Con i?. 5. 

7. Laftlyi After corn and chaff are fepkrated by the winr 
sowing wiftdy they (hail never lie together in one heap aiiy 

^more : f be wicked iball fee Abraham, and Ifaac, and Jacobs 
and ali die prophets in the kingdom of Gtxl, but themfelves 

. tbruft out : Tltefe is no chaff in heaven. 

REFLECTIONS. 
I. An> I sm empty vain profeflbr, that wants ^ ^^tx-^ 
die pith and fubftaucc of real godlinefs ? Then f. ^^rT 
amIb«chaffiiiGod*sacc^ent,thoughIgrow ^ll^^i^^^^ ^^ 
aaieoghis eom \ ^ eye of man cannot difcem f^^ * ' 
my hypocrify ^ but when he comes, whofe fan is in his hand, 

' then bow^ainly will it be detected ? Angels and men ihall dif- 
cem it, and fay, ^< Lo, this is the man that made not God hia 
^ hppcj** How flialLHbide the day of his coming ? Chrift i« 
the gre^t heaft^anatomift : Things fliall not be carried then by 
names ^nd parties, as they are now ; every ot^e' (hall be weigh- 
ed in a juft balance, and a' Mcne Tehl\9x\\teix upon every falfe 
heart: Qreat will be the perfpicuity of that trial: My own 
confdence fliall join with my judge, and (hall then acknow* 
Jedge, that there is not one drop of injuftice in all that fea of 
wra^b 9 and though I am damned, yet I am not wronp;ed : The 
chaff cannot (land liefore the wia^ nor I before the judgment 
ofCbrift. , * \ 

a. Is therd fuch a fanning time coming ^ Why da not I-thetl 
lift my heart every day by ifer^ous fel£-«ta!»ination ? No \vork 

Voju. VI. * ;XJ 
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more unpoitantto tnci and yjpf liotr 
jt r^kftion for tme m^qh hare I neglected it J O my foul f 
that negU^s felf-ex' thou hadft been better imployed, iu 
aminaiion. fearching thine own eftate in reference 

to diat da]^, thau^ in prying fin&dly mvsf 
the heartsy and cenfusing the condttiont. of other men : Judge 
thyielf). smd thou flialtnot be condemned with. the world \ the 
work indeed is difiicuk^. but the neglef^ dangerous : '^ex^ I 
^ditn a few days to ftand at man's bar,, there to be med for 
my life, how bufy (hould I be every hour of the day in writing 
to any that I thought could befriend mey and iludy&ig. cf^xj 
advantage to< 'myfelf 2 And yet what a vail difference is t&ere 
betwixt man's bar and God's ? Betwixt a trial for my life,' and- 
for Iny foul^ Lord, roufe up my fluggiib hearty by awful and; 
iblicitous. thoughts of that day, left I be found among tliat chaff 
which, (hall be burnt up with u»quenchable fire*. 

5» Feac not^; O my foul ! thou^ dieie be 
J nfieBion for a> blaft coming which ibaU drive ajl the chaff 
ajinceri fauli- into hell,: yet it fliall blow Ace no harm. " i 
*• know diat whew he hath tried me^i'ihall 
<<^ come fbrtkas gold," Job x:mi«. lo^ I confefs I have too much 
«haff ab«ut me, but yet. I am not altogether chaff ^diere is a fo* 
lid work of grace uponi my foul that will^ abide idie trial :. Let 

the judgment to come be as^rnipattial and exa£t as it is poiliblc 

to be, yet a grain of fihceril^ cannot be loft, in ife; for << God- 

** will not caft away a pcrfea(i. & an^ upright-hearted) man|»" 

jbb viii. 20. He that is appoinied.tiK judge the world is miite ; 

and his imputed righteotdnefr mlt make me full weight in the. 

balance. Blefs the Lord;. O my foulv for fincerity ! this will 
. abide, when common gifts, and einpty names, will flee as tfafti 

ehafF before the wind. 

The FOE M. 

^ w ^E winnowing wind firft drives the cfaafFaway,. 
1: Next light and hollow grains f thpfe only ftaj 

"W hofe weight and folid fubilance can endure 
• This trial, and fucfa grains are counted pure. 

The com for ufe is carefully prefcri^'d ; 
' 'I*he ufelefs chaff for burning flames- referv'd;- 

No 'Wind but bhojs feme goody a proverb is ;; 

Glad fliall I be if it hold true in this.. 

O that the wind, when you to winnowing go. 

This fpiritual good unto your fouls might blow T 

To make you paufc,.and fadly niminate,. 
/In what a doleful plight,, and wretched ftatk .... 
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TlKir (bub arc in, who ciinnot hope t© ftand ' 
When he fiiaJl ocone, whofe fan is in his band « 
liis piercing eyes in£^ihly difclofe 
The very reins, and inward part of thofe 
'Whofe out-fide feen>ing grace fo neatly paints, 
That» with the beftf they pafs for real faints^ 
No l^ypocritc with God acceptance finds., ^ 
But, like the chafiv difpeiVd by fimous winds* 
Their guik ihall not that fearchisg day endure. 
Nor they approach th' affismbli^s of the puri;. 
Have you obferv'd in autumn, thiftlc-down. 
By howling Aexdus^ fcatler'd up and down 
iu>out the fields i Evenib God'« ireful ftorii 
^hall chafe tbe. faypocrltei iivfao ^ow -can ficom ' 
The breath of clofe reproofs ; and like a rocky 
Repel reprooft, aid juft ^reprpii^evs mock. 
How many that in fplendid ^garments wall^ 
Of high profeffions, and like smgels talk. 
Shall God divd^ and o^nl^ prodlaim , ' 
Their fecrct guih, to 4!beir eternal fhame? • ' 

This is the cbjr whercan t^e Ijord will rid ' 
His chttffdi of f hflfe £sdfe Mends, who no^ lie hid 
Among ins people ; ithere will ^oc be one 
'Falf& heart remain, ^iofe cmr love -upoiu 
Obleft'dafionWyl glorious ftatel when, all 
In their upoditneis walk, aadevorfiiali. 
O make my heact finoere, dut f ma^ nerer 
Prove fucli iight chafl^jis liheoi thy wind ihall ievcr 
From (olid graifi ! O let my ibul deteft 
Uaibunda^, and ubide thy Arideil reft i 

•«^« <^tl<?> S»V^^ «^»^P> itft»*^t «^ «^t SC9% «^4^ «P» ««i» «4^ to* <^« ^^* <^« (^* VO« Vtf^ 
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O W is iti reader, have I tired thee, 

Whtfft thro' tfiefe pleafant fields them walVft with me? 



Our patli wa5 pleafant ; but if length of way ' * 

Do weary thec^ we-'U^ack our pace and jkxj : 

I^et's fit a while, under the cooling (hade ' 

Of fragrant trees ; trees were txx ibadow made. 

Lo here a plea^nt grove, wh^ fliade is good ; 

But more than (b, 'twill yield us Miit for ibod : 

No dangerous fruits do on theie branches gcovt 

No fnakes among the veniant grafc below ; * 

Here we'll repofe a while, ^nd then go view - • ' 

The pleafant herds and flocks ; and lo adieu. 

C H A P. -1. 

Upon ibclngraffing of Fruit-trees 

Ungrafftd trees can never hear g^fritH ; '^ 

Nor we, ^till graffed On a ^hatter raoi* 

O B S« R V A TlOlir. 
I A \Vild tree naturally fprin^ing up in thejwofict oc het^, 
/j^ and never graffed or retnov^ from Iw nsrtave'fciil, may 
beai lome fmit, auid that fair and beautifiil t6 iht^cfci bott^- 
will give you no content ait dU in eaemg,:faeii^ always baffih» 
four, and unpleafant to t)ie tafte ; but if ^th a ftockbe jncmcEved 
into a good foil, and graffed wit^l^ a better kind, it mzfbot6tM 
a good tree, and yield ftore of choice mi plea&nt^it. 
A PP t IC A TfON. 

UNregitfierate men, who' never were acqu^nted wkhAe 
myftery of fpiritna! union with JefusChrift^ 4nit -ftfill 
jgrow upon their natural root, hM J^retf may,, by the force and 
]gpwer of natural principles^ bring forth fome fruit, which, like 
the vp^ild hedge-fruit we fpeak oi^may, indeed,' be fair ^nd plea- 
fant to the eyes of men, but God takes no pleafure at all in it| 
it is four, harfh. and diftafteful to him, becaufe it ffnings not 
from the S^ritW Chrift; Ifa. 1. 13. <^I dmndiawijfwStfiit, it 
** is iniquity," dfc. But that I may not entangle the thread of 
my difcourfe^ I (hall (as in the former chapifits).]]^ before you a 
parallel betwixt the bed fruits of natural men, and tfaofe oft 
viM ungr^fFedtree. - - 

' I. Tfabroot that bears this wild frtik is a degenerate VMt^ 
and that is the caufe of all this fourneis and har(hne6 in the 
fruit it bears j h isdie feed 'dfloYne better trce^aCcMentsaiy 
Idowh, or .icaft into ibn^ wafte and bad foil, .wbese not beija^ 
vianurcfj^and ordered airight, it is turned wild ; So aU the fn^im 
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f f uaregexiisrate men flc^ froin the Hrft. Adami a comipc miA 
ikgenerate root ; be was indeed planted a, right feed, butfooi^ 
fttjrned a urild vi^ degenerate plant i he being th^c root ftojn 
«(rbich every ?na|i naturally Xpriogs, corrupts all the frujt thai 
aiiy man b^ars frpm Jbirp. U is obfcrt^ed hy Gt^^ory, perti- 
nent tQ my present purpofe, Genm bi^mt^mimin par^uprmh 
yelutin radios p^^ruii : Mankind was putrifi^ in the root «? 
b^siirft parent.i Mattlit vii^ i.8, «* 4 CPrrupjt we-^Q»Qf 
«► bring forth gqpd fruit." \ 

a- Tfai» corjTupt ripot fpoils the fruity by the tr^miffion of i^ 
^HfT and naiigt^ty fap i^to all the branches and frui^ that grow 
ptBL tfaemi they fuck m other jnqnriihment, but what the rogt ' 
a^ordsthemyand^hat.bciqgbgd, fpoils;^!: for the iaqi^cc^uii^ 
a|id res^qn, |iq fnere ^a^ral of unregenerat^ i)^an>€?» ev«r 
^o one holy or acceptable ai^ion» becaufe the coiTi\ptio.u pf th^ 
jEDQt isiA aU tjbc^ a^ipn^ Jbe 4i€)cei&ty of put drawing cnr- 
irupt^on into i^Ji piK fM^/o^» ff^om this curfed root Ada47i, f^ 
trsgprefledby a qtupka^dfaiart inte^rrcgation. Job ^iv, i^. << \^ hp 
f^ can bring a. .^q#i tb^ '^ut ^i ^ itficle^n? NocjpD^^ 
The fen;^ i^f.it, is v^,ejl delivered us (by Mr. Caryl ia he.} 
Tliiis %uei}^^.(f^it:hhe) a^f wci^rgo atwofold conibu^tios ^ 
Jplirjft, %h}^ Wip ^n l?ring a woraily clean peribn x^ut^rf a per* 
^^ prig^naijy wc)eaa ? and fp \ic ]ay$ his hand npon bis birtbr 
Xin^ Pr, fecou^j wWph ^aks lo jny purpofe» it nxay rer 
fer to the a&ion of the fain^ #an i nvui being uncleajih can* 
j^ brinjgforjth ^ ^l^^an xhipg i /i ^ J a <:lean or holy aftipn j 
ibat wh^ k .^rigimt^d i^ }ike i|$ origin^. And that thif 
4iMArfap.of (^9 firft ftock (km^^^ A^^9 An) is tra^)/l^tt«4 
iatp aQ jsiaiiili^i siot c^y o^ruptiog their fruit, hnt ruiiung 
m(^ Vitberj^g aU^be brf|n^hG^> the apoflle fli^ws us i^thaT 
jbixcellent paraU^ hetwii^t ;^ tm> Adams, Rom. v. t^. 
M wWefep^iL!^ hy.^^ 9*3X1** rpne,-not pnly in individuQ fed 
in/pe/cie^ ope reprefenpng th^ whole root or ttockj " fin tweri* 
«* qd iotQ the vworjd ;" ?¥>JC hy imj^tatioii only, but, by prop*- 
iraticm'^ a^4thi^ br^ughf dejith andruia upon all the hratt^ 

3* Although thefe wild hedge-fruij^ bp uawhqllbme and un- 
pl^ant to the tjrfl^ yet they are fair and ^eai^iful to the ejrc ; 
A man that lv)ok^ .upon, themi,. and doth i^ot know what fruit it 
js, wo\^d judge it by it3 fliew a^.colqur,.to be excellent fruity 
ffx it m^es a feirier {hew oftentimes than, the beit and moft 
wh(^^Qme £r^ doth : eyfif toy thefts natural gifts and endow*- 
n^etit^, yfM^h i^W^^ MJicegeaerate pfirfpiis bav^^, feem e^tceedinf 
-l^jr li. ^? eye^. ^;ji ffiiit to h? defir^^. What. ^xc^eQf 
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^alkies liavc fomc mere natural men andVomch! what i* 
winning affability, humUe condefcenfion, meekneis, righteoui^ 
nefs, ingenuous tenderoefs, andfweetnefs of ndtare ! As itwa« 
^hyperix>licaUy enough) (aid of one, Jnlnchmne^ nmpeccavit 
/fdtimi Adam never finned in this maii; meaning that he 
exceUed the generality of Adam's duldren in fweetnefe <rf.tem* 
per and natwal endowments. What curious phaptafies^ 
fiimbte witSf folid jud|[thents, tenacious memories, rare c* 
locutioo, dc. are to he ibiind among mere natural men ! by 
which they are aflifted in diicourfing, prayiiig, preadiing aii4 
writing to the admiration of fuch as kno^ Siem^ But that 
which is highly efteemedof inen, is abomination to God, Lukft^ 
SYi. 15. (( finds no acceptance with htm» becanfe it fprings 
from Aat cuffed jRoot of n^ure, aod is not ifae prodiuElioQ of 
liis (hm fejrit. 

4. If uichaAoclcwerer^novedifitoabetter feil, amdgrafi> 
fed widi a hie^cr kind, it might bring forth fmk pleafant and 
grateful $ethe buAandman ; and if AiehMifeas (bdbre de« 
icribed) were but regenerated and^hanged in i^eir Spirits and 
jprinciples^ what excellent andidieful peribns would tfaeyb^ 
in the chvrrii of God i And dien thesr fruits would be fweet 
land acceptable to him* One obferves of Tt^rtulHan, Orrgen^ 
and Jcrom, that they came into Cai^aan laden with Egyptian 
gold; (<. e.) <they came into the church iiiUof exqeUeot human 
learning, which dtd Cbrift much ienrice. 

5« IVhen the hufbandjnan cuts down his woods or hedges, 
lie cuts down tfaefe crab jftocks with ^c reft^ becaufe he values 
them not^y loore than the thorns and braq^es among whick 
they grow ; and las little will God regard or (pare thefe natiirsd 
branches, how much footer they ire I^en mth fucli fruit. 
'The thrcatoing is imiverfal, John iii. 3. ^'Except you be rege» 
<( nerate^ and borh again, you cafunot enter kito the kingdom 
^< of heaveo*^ And again^ Heb* xii« i4« ^ Without hotine^i 
^' no man (be his natural gifts never fo eicceIlent)*ibaU kt 
^< God." Imb^iifted n^%ire, ts nature fijll $ ^ That which is 
<< born of the flcfh, is htt flefli," bowevcf i( 1^ fcl oB vviA 
advantage to Ae eye of man. 

REFLECTIONS, 
J ^ f^'- /^ i. To v*atpirpofe then do I glory in my 
A repeUtQnfvr. ,iat«ral accwnpliflTmcnts ? Though I have a 
m acccmphJUd j^^ ^^^^ Aaii fomc others have, yet it is 
naturalijt. ^ ^urfed nature ftflL Thefe fweet quaUties 

and excellent gifts, do only hide, but hot kill the comiptiQii 
cf nature, latxii biit ^ roit^ po^ gilded over, ^ sdl my dih 
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' f&s% btit lio4g^'frttit» wbich Gcid makes no account of. , O cutr 
lifig thoii^t ! that the ualearned (hall rife and t^ke hcayeny 
Vhen I with all my excellent gifts fliall defcend into beU# 
Heaven was not made for fcholars, as fuch> b«c for belierers % 
as one laid> when they comforted bun apon his death^bed^ that 
be was a knowing man> a d^Elor tf dtvini^tjf, : O' faid he, I fl^dl 
not appear before God a» a doHcr^ but as a man i, I ihall ftaad 
upon a icTcl with the moft illiterate io^the day of judgment. 
"What doth it avail me that I have a nimble wit, wbilil i haii« 
none to do myfelf good ? \Vill my j,udge be cbarmed with a 
chetorical tongue i Things will not be carFiedi in that worM 
as they are in thi$. If I could,, with Berengarius> difeourfe de 
mnnifc'Mle^ of every thing that is knowable \ or with Solomo^ 
unravel nature fiom the cedar to the hyjfopy what would thi# 
advantage xne, as long a& I am ignoraiu of Chri% and th«' 
myilery of regeneration ? My head hath often aked with ftudy, 
but when did my heart ake for fin i Meduuks, O my foul I 
thou trimmeft up tfayfelf in thefe natural ornaments, to appear 
before God^ nvMeh as that delicate Agag did,, wheti he was to 
come ^eforer Samuel, an4 fondly conceits that tbefe thin^^ 
will procure favour, or (at leaft) pity from bun '% but yet think 
not, for all that, ike bittenujfi of dtatli> is pafi ^ Say not within 
tbyfelf, will God'eaft fuch a one as I into hell 2 Shall a maa 
of fuch parts be damned ? Alas I juitice will hew thee to pie** 
ires, as Samuel did thal^^fpruce king, and not abate thee the 
feaft for thefe things $ many thoufand branches of nature^ i» 
£ur and fruitful as Uiyfelf, are npw blazing in hell, becaufe noe 
ixanQ^lanted by regeneration intoChriil; and if he fpared not 
liiem, neither wiU' he fyace thee* , 

2. 1 am a poor defpifed ihrub,^^ which have j .,^^«« /• 
no beauty at aU in me, and y^ fuch a one f JV*^^^^^ P^ 
kaththcLordchofentotnmiplantintoChrift^ j^f n /<, i^w/ wrt. 
vhilft he left many fragrant branches^ ftaud- fl^v«rrr 
Sng on their native Abcky to be fuel of hid wrath to all, eternity t 
O grace J for ever to b^ aclmiredl Ah ! what caufe have 1 to^ 
be thankful tofiree grace, and for ever to walk, humbly with mjr 
God ! die Iiord haththerefofe ehofen an unlikely, nig^d, un-^ 
polifhed creature as laaii^ that pride m^y lor ever.be hidirom 
mine ^cs,. and that I may ever giory in his prefenccy % Cor* iv 
ig. Tno'vr have the advantage of s» better root and fbilthan a- 
n'y carpal perfon hath j it will tbeiefore b(r a greater ihamc ta 
ine, and a reproach to the roQt that bears me,^ if I (hould &e 
outftrippcd and excelled h^ th^m :. yet,, Lord, how often do I 
ioiA. '^iol 1 fee fomc of thetn meek and patiem, whM I am 
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TtWgfianfl furly; gfeneroiw and noble, wbtlft I am bifeafd 
pefiiiMiMP. Truly foch a branefa a^ I wm, is nd hommr to tit 
•rest that betir^ it. 

The P O EM. 

T" Am' a briridb rf that fair E^eft ti-ee 

Jr Which ta maitkind Gad hath ofdain'd to be; 

•The commoh ftock ; hra fituatioh good^ 

His branches m^tiy, of hiftifdf a wood; 

And like' a cedar by the river fed, . 

VnUi the clouds his ample branches fpread :, 

SiA'fttiote his root, then julUcfe cut him dowfl. 

And IcveH'd with the earth his lofty crown. 

What hope of branches when the tree's o'crtum'd, 

Btitllke dry faggots to be bound and bum'd i 

It had been fo, had riot tranfcendent love, 

Which in a fphere above our thoughts doth move, 

Pfe^arM a better Itefck to fave and nourifh 

•Tfanfplanted twigi, which iri him thrive and flourifi). 

Itt Adam all atie curs'd ; no favmg fruit 

• Sbutt ever 'fpring frOrtr that fih-blaftetf root : 
Yea; all the branches that in him are founds 

'BfowflourifliingfocVcr, muft be bound 
And pifd together (horrid news to tdl J) 
To m^e an evertafling bl^ie in heH. ' ■ j 

God* takes no pleafurc in^ the'fweeteft bud 
iSifclos'd by nature; for thfc rtkrt's not good: j 

Some' botighs' indeed richly adorned are 
With natural fruits, yhich to the eye are fair; 
' Raw gifts, fwcef difjioritioiisj which attract * 

• The iove of thoufknds, and from moft exa£t 
Honour and admiration. You'll admhf 

' That fuch as thefe are fewelforthe fiit; 
Indeed, ten tKoufend pities 'tis to fee 

* Such lovely creatures in thi» cafe to be; 
Did they by true regeneratioti draw 

' The fap of Kfe froWT JeflfeV rofot, the law, 
' By which they tioii^ to wfath condemned aie, 
' Wodld cealbto ettrfe, and- God fnch binfo ^^ouldfpke ; 
By t wtt of him' therrt noi^ 'of thcfe can move 

* His unrdcnttng' hearty or draw his love. 
Then cttfnte ofF from this^accurfcd trec^ 
IA& I forever br cut-off from thee. 
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C H A P. n, 
Upoa die Uaion of the Graff with die Stock. 

When^er ytni hud and gruff ^ therein you fet^ 
H'&w Ghryi 4mdfGids tmtft here united he. 

OBSERVATION. 

WH £ N the huffaandmian hath prepared his grafTs in 
the feafon of the year, he carries them, with the tdols 
that are necefiary for that work^ to the tree or ftock he intend3 
to ingratf*, and having cut oiF the top of the limb in fomc 
fn^ooth part, he cleaves it with his knife or chifTel a little be* 
£de the pidi, knocks in his wedge to keep it open, then (hav* 
ing pr^red the graff ) he csu-eKiIly fets it into the cleft, join* 
ing the inner fide of the barks of graiF and ftock together (there 
being the main current of the fap) then pulls out his wedge^ 
bincb both tc^^ber (as in barking) and clays it up, to defend 
the teisder graff and wounded ftock from the injuries <^ the 
fun and rain* 

Thefe tender cyons quickly take hold of the ftock, and hay- 
ing immediate coalition with it, drink in its fap, conco^i it int(> 
their own nourifliment, thriye better, and bear more and better 
fruits than eter they would jiave done upon their natural root ^ 
yea, the fmalleft bud, being carefriUy inoculated and bound 
dofe to the ftock, will, in ihort ume, become a flouiiftiing aiyl 
fruitful limb. 

APPLICATION. 

TIIS carries a moft fwect and Hrely refei^blancc of the 
fouFs union with Chrift by faith ; and indeed there is 
nothing in nature that ftiadows forth this great gofpel-myftery 
like It * It is a thoufand pities that any who are employed »•>' 
bout, or are but fpedators of fuch an aftion, fhould terminate 
their thoughts (as too many do) in that natural objeflt, and not 
raife up their hearts to thefe heavenly meditations, which it b 
fairly offers them. 

1. When a twig is^ to be ingraffed, or a bud inoculated, it is. 
firft cut off by a keen knife from die tfee on which it naturally 
gi^w. \ 

And when the Lord intends to graff a foul into Chrift, the 
fifft work about it, iseutting work, Afts ii. 37. their hearts 
Were cut by conviiiionj and decpcompunftion •,. no cyoa is xs\^ 

Vox.. VI. X • 
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graffed without cutting, no foul united with Chrift, whfiotif 2 

cutting fenfe of fin and/niferV) John xvi. 8, 9. 

a. When the tender flioot is cut off from the tree, there are^ 
ordinacUy, many more left behind upon the faAie firee, as pro* 
snifing and vigorous as that mrhich is tak^ ; but it pleafetb 
the hufbandman to chvfe this, and leave them. 

Even fo it is m the remov&ig or tranfplanting of a foul by 
conveifioQ ; it leaves maov behind it in the ftate of nature^ a» 
likely and promifing a:s itietf ; but fo it pTeafeth God to take 
ihis foul> and leave many others j yea, often fuCh as grew upo» 
the fame root \ I mean,nie immediate parent, Mai. i. 2. ** Was 
;«• not Efau Jacob's brother ? faith the Lord^: yet I loved Ja'* 
'<* cob, and I hated Efau.** , 

3. When the grafFs are cut off, in order to this work, it is a 
critical feafon with them : if they Be too Ibng before they arc 
ingraffed, or take nor with the fto«k> they die, and arc neviei 
knore to be recoveeed ^ they may iland in the ftock a while, but 
•Sue no part of the tree. * 

So when fouls are under a work of convr£Goii, it h a critt<;al 
time with diem j many a one have I knowtr chtn to mifcarry"^ 
and never recovered again.: they have indeed for a tinie flood 
like dead ffraffs in the fioek, by an external dead-hearted pro- 
fefiion, buS never came to any thing ;, and as fach dead graffi„ 
either fall off from the flock, or moulder away upon it ;* fo'do 
thefe, i John ii. 19. 

4. The hufbandman,, when he hath cut off graffs, or tender 
buds, makes all the convenient fpeed he can to clofe them with' 
the flock ; the fooner that's done, the better j they get no goo* 
by remaining as they arfc." And ttriilV it cohcfems the fervants^ 
or the Lprd^ who are imployed iii this work of ]ngraffing*fi>uls 
iato Chrifl, to make all the hafte they can to bring the convi£l- 
cd finner to aelofurp with Chrifl. As fopn as ever th<i trcm-. 
bliflg}aiIor. cried,. •< What fhall I do to be faved ?* Paul and 
Silas imnifidia.tely direft him to Chrift, Afts xvi, 30, 3 1 . They • 
do not fay, it is too foon for. thee to a£l faith on Chrifl,. thoa 
art. not yet humbled enough,, but ** believe in the Lor<? Jefu* 
« Chrifl, and thou flialt be faved.* 

5. There muflbe an incifion made in the ftock before any: 
bud can be inoculated \ or the floek mufl be cut and, cleavedy. 
before the cyon can be ingraffed ; according to that in the poev 

Vcnerit infttioyfac ramian ramus adoptet ; ^i. c.) 
To graffs no living fap fhd Jlocks impart^ 
Unlefs you wound aiid cut them near the heart: 
Such an incIiSon^ or wound,, was made upon Chrzft^ ixi c^'^ 
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dn* to cmr ingrafting inio himj John xix. '34. the opening ot 
ihat ^9dly wound gives life 1^ the fouls of believers. 

6. Ttie gnff is intimately united, and clofely conjoined With 
4he ftock; the copjundion is fo i^lofe, that they become one 
tree- 

< There is alio a xaxA clofe ^id ikitimate union betwixt Chrift 
and the foiil that bdieveth in him. It i« emphatically exprefied 
bv the apoftle^ i Cor. vt. 17. ^ He that is jo&ed to the Lord^ 
.<* is one fpirit/' . The word impmts the rieareft, clofeft and 
firi^ft pniom Chrift and the foul cleaine together in a blefled 
oneneft^ asthofb things do that are glu^ one to another ^ fo 
that look asthe graff is really in the ftock, and tiie ^rit or fap 
of i}ie flock is really in the graff ^ fo a believer is really (thoujgh 
myftically) ia Chr iDi, and the fpirit of Chrift is really commu- 
nicated to a believer. .<< I live, (faith Paul) yet not I, but Chrift 
^ livcth in mc," Gal. ii. 2q. ** He that dwellcth'in love, dwel- 
<< leth in God, and Gpd in him,'' i John iv. 16. 

7. Grafts, are bound to the flock by bands made of hay or 
flags ; thefe keep it fteady, elfc the wind wp«ld lopfe it out oS 
the fbock.. > ' 
. The believing fdul is aifo fafteaed to Chrift by btnds, whick 
will fecure it from all danger of being loofed off from him. any 
more. There are two bands of this uuion; the Spirit on God*s 
part, this is Ac fitn^ bond of union, without which he could 
nev^, be made. &ac with Cbiift, Rom. viiu ^9. ^< If any manb 
^ have not the Spirit of, Chrift, he is none olhis ;" ^Ln6:/aitk 
on our part, Eph. iii. 17. ** That Chrift may dwdl in your 
<* beacts by faith*" Thefe hold ftrongly. 

8. Though the ftock be one ^dche fame, yet all graffsdo not 
thrive and flourifli alike in it ; fpme outgrow the reft, and thofe 
that grow not fo well as the others do, the fault is in them, and* 
ttOt in the flock : fa it is with fools really united to Chrift ;* 
all do not flouriiii alike in him, the £uth of fome grows ex*- 
ceedii^ly, 2 Thef. 1.3. the things that be in others, afe ready 
to' die. Rev. tiL 2^; and fuch fouls muft charge the fault upon' 
themfelves. Chrift fends up living fap enough, not only to: 
make all that aie ia him living, but fruitful branches. T 

a E F L E CT IONS. . 
It. Is it fo indieed betwixt Chrift and my ' l 

jbul, as it is betwixt the ingrafted cyon and Four comfort aiie : 
the ftock ? What honour and glory theA reflections for a 
iiath Chrift conferred upon me, a poor un- regenerate foul. 
worthy creature! What! to be made one 

^^ • . . Xa :• ' 



with Jiimi to be a Uving branch of him^ to be joined tliu»tD tfe 
Lord ! Oh i what a prefen^ent is this ! It is b^t a Httle i«^ile 
fince I was a wild and curfed pl^ntf growing in the wilderaeis 
amcngft them that (hall (hortly be cut down and* feggolted up 
for hdU ; for me to be taken from amongft them, and plaaised 
into Chrift. O my foull fall down and kits the feet of free ^ce» 
that moved fo freely towards fo vile a creature i . The di^nhies- 
mtd honours of the kings and nobles of dieearth^ ace noiliiag 
to hiine. It was truly ccm&fled by^ 6ne pf th«n» that it is at 
gceater honoour to be a member of Chrift^ tkan ihe hmi of an 
empire. Do I fay, a greater homafur tha|i is put upon, the kiji§» 
of the earth ? I might have faid> it is a greater honouff diaa ia 
put upon the angels of heayen : {"or ^ to which o| Asm £u4 
« Chrift, at anv ^ime, thou art bon^ of my bone, and iefli of 
~!< myflefli? Behold what manneir of krveis^thisP' x John Hi. i« 
- 2. Look again upon the ingrafied cyons» Q my feuii iad 
thou (halt find, that when o^ice they.have takqa ht>id of the 
flock, they liv&a$ long as. there is any £qp ia tlieiooi|| and be« 
caufe he liveth^ I fhall.live alfi^ for toy lifciis lad widi CknSt 
in God, Col. iii. 3. The grafF is preierved in the fiock, smdr 
jny foul is earen f<^ " prcfcrved in Chrift Jefiis. 1" Jud0» i»er. i „ 

3 1 Am I joined to the Lord as a myfticat pact, or fanadi of 
bim ? How dear art thou.then^ G my foul, to die God and Fa-*. 
Aer of my Lord Jefus. Chrift ! What! a(.bmncb of his dear 
Son! What can Gpd widv-hold fiom ompt^mff^^dh ^k^ 
tL6. << All is yours, (faith my, God)' fbrye »re Chrift'Si «ufr 
<f Chrift is God V i Cor. iii. 2y* . 

4. Once more, draw matter of inftru£tiont as weU aa cfltm«*' 
fi}rt, from this fweet obfervation : feeing Gx)d' hath p^t all this 
honour upon thee, by this mfllt intimaieuhion vrhtk his Clm(^ 
Ibok to it, my foul, that thou live and wa]^ as becomes a ibuL* 
tjius one with the Lord : be thou tender over his glory : doth, 
not that which ftrikes at the root». ftribeatthe vecy life of Ae: 

?:aiffi And ihall not that which ftrikes.at the Tflary glory o£ 
hrift, tenderly touch anda£ii£^ thee i Yea> be thiQfU tenderly: . 
affe£M 'With all the reproaches that fall upon him from abmac^. 
but efpecially with thofe that redound to him from thine owm 
tinfruitfulnefs. Oh ! difgrace not the root tteit bears thee | 
let it never be laid, that any evil fruit i^ found upon a farancti^< 
that lives and ia ied.by fudi a root. , 

The P O E M. 

Oil! what con§deri.ngfcriou8; man <^^ fisc, ; . .. 

The clofc-conjunflion q£ the graff and tree % 



And whilft he contemplate he doch not &d 

This m^ditatimi grafied on hk mindi 
I am the branch, and Chrift the vine ; 

Thy jracioiii hand didphiclc. 
Me from.tbat native ftock of niine» 

That I bis^fap might £ack. 
Tlie bloody fpear did im hia heait 

A deep incifion make. 
That grace to me he might itofsat^ 

AbA I tbocof pa«take» 
Tbe Sjpixk andfaith is that firm haaA 

winch binds us faft together ; 
Thvs we- are chfped^haad. ia.baiid» • 

And nothing can.ui fever. 
Ble&'d be that hand which did i€mof0 ' 

life from my native plaqe 1 
Tlus veas the wQnder>of.diy love^ 

The tfiumpkof thy g^-aco ! 
That If a vrild and ciur&d phmty 

Shoidd thus psc£sfred bcy. 

Who all th^eomaiiKQts da wamit 
Thoa may'ft iQ^^hera^ce. 

As long as e'er the root doth liuBCt 

The bran^hes^ are not dry f 
Wfaiia Chrift hadi «[ace and life to give» 

My ibolcan neveir die. - 
Q blefibd Savipur ! never could 

. A graff ^cieavotflfthe tree 
JMbre dofe than, thyipoer crea(ure voaht' 

Uaited be vridi thee* 
My^lbol, diapQoiuv nocdie loqc^ 

Twill be a ftan^r fer thee 
TO'Wantthe choipeft4aixao£finijty 

And yet id|i|9^ 0ratf»i> be* 

Thus you may Ihake from graft, before they \S6Wf 
JMbre precious fruit than e'er on trees did grow. 
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C H A P. m. 
Upon the Gatbering in of Fruits in Autumn^ 
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t^en tries areJSkaVdi hit lit tie fruit renmn^ 
Jtifijucb n remnant to the Lord pertain/. , 

OBSERVATION, 

T is a pleafant fight in autumn to fee the fruitful branched 

hanging full of clufters, which weigh tfaebouglis to the ^ 

gro.und« ' . ^ 

j4/pice curyatof ppmorum pondere ramos^ 

Ut Jua quod peperitr.vixferat^rbor onus. 
Which I-Tnay thus EngliJQi. 

what apU&fantfigbi it is to fee f 

The fruitful clufiers howingkdown the tree f 

But thefc laden J>ranches are foon eafedof theii* burden ^ 
for as foon as they are ripe» the huibandman abends the tree^ 
and (baking the limbs with all his mighty eaufe a fruitful ibower 
to fall like hail-ftones upon the ground below i which being^ 
gathered toa beap> are carried to the pound» broken ail to pieces 
in a trougfay and iqueezed to a dry lump in the prefs, whence 
all their juice and moifture runs into the fat. How few efcape 
this fat, of all tbofe «>»ultitudes that grow in the orchard ? tf 
you look upon the trees, you may poffibly fee here one, and 
there another» two or three upon the utmoft branches, but 
nothing in comparifon to the vail number that are thus ufed, 
A P r^ L I C A T I ON. 

THis fmall remains of fruit, which are either left upon the 
tree, or gathered in for an hoard, do well refemble that 
fin;.ll number of God^s eltQ. in the world, which free-grace 
b> ch rcferved out of the general ruin of mankind. Fouir things* 
are excellently ibadowed forth to us by this fimilitude. 

I. Tou fe^ina fmkful autumn, ^etr^es even opprefTed 
ani overbidden with the weight of their own fruits^ before th^ 
Ihaking tin^ comcjT, and then they are eafed of th^r burden. 
Thus, the whole creation groans under the weight of Aeir fina' 
who inhabit it, Rom* viii. 22* the creatures are«in bondage, and 
by an elegant Prbfopopeia, are faid, both to groan and wait for 
deliverance. The origincd fin of man btought^n original curfe, 
which burdens the creature, Gen. iii. 17. *^Curfed is the 
f< ground for thy fal^e \ and the a£lual fin of man brings aftual 
cu&s upon the creature, Fialm cvii. ^4. Thus the inhabitanta 



The H^ctpenfy Vfe ^EaftOy TUngt. t6j 

p{ the ^v^Jdload an4 burden it, as the limbo of i tree ut bur* 
dened, and ibmedmes broken with the weight of their own ' 
fruit. 

2. You may obferve in your orchards every year, what a* 
bundance of fruiu daily fall, either by ftorms, or of their own 
afteord i but when the ihaking time conves^ then the ground 
18 covesed all over with fruit. Thus it is with the world, that 
myftical tree, with refpeft to men that inhabit it ; theie is not 
a year, a dsqrt or hour» iii which fome drop not, as ^ were, of 
their own accord, by a natural death ^ and fometimes warsy 
and epidemical plagues blow down thoufands together into 
their graves ; thdeare as high winds in a fruitful orchard ; but 
when the (baking timCf the autumn of the world, comes, the» 
all its inhabitants ihall be ikaken down logedier, either by 
deaths or a tranflation equivalent theveuiito. 

3. When fruits are ftakeii down from their trees^ then the 
hufbandman feparates them ; the fer greater part for the pound, 
and fome few refetves for an hoard, which are brought to his 
table, and eaten with {dea&re. This excellently fliadows forth 
Aat great feparationt which Chriftwill make in the end of the 
mrorld, wKen fome ihall be Caft into the wine-prefs of the AI« 
flaigbty's wrath, and others vpreferved for glory. 

4. Thofe fruits which arepreferved on the tree, orint1}e 
hoard, are comparatively but an handful to thofe that ave bro- 
ken in the pounds alas I it is fcarce one of a thoufand^ and 
fttch a (mall remnant of ele£led fouls hath God referved for 
glory. 

I look upon the world as a great tree, confifting of four large 
limbs or temches ; this branch or divifion of it on which we 
grow, hath doubtlefs, a greater number of God's tk€t upon 
it than the other diree ; and yet, when I look with a ferious 
and confidering eye upon this fruitful i^ropean branch, and 
fee how much rotten and withered fruit there grows upon it, 
it makes me fay, as Chryfoftom did of his populous Antioch i 
Ah, how fjnall a remiuint hath Jfe/us Chrtfi among thefe vaft 
numbers \ <*• Many indeed are called, but ah ( how lew ar« 
^ cbofen?" Matth.xx. id* Alas! they arebut as the gleanings 
when the viikage is done ; here and there one upon its utmoil 
branches ; to allude to that, Ifaiah xvii. 6. It was a £idobfer* 
vation which that foarchiug (Qh^Aax^ Mr. Brerewood, long 
fince ior^ade upon the world ; thatif dividing it into thirty eqssd 
p;irt8, he foui\d no left than nineteen ctf them wholly overspread 
vdth idolatry^ and heathenifh darknefs; and of the eleven re-^ 
maining pam> no lefs than fix are Mahometans \ fo that there 



* im WjfhmiFy SpirihioOzii s d'r, 

nwMofiM kM five of dnrty which profds the ChriOian rdl^iiott 
at fadrge } Md the bs greater pan of tkefc rematoiiig five are 
inrelc^yped and drowned in popifli darknefs | b jthat you iee tbe 
rcformi^ Aroceftant r^^i^» is confined toa (mali fpot of groimd 

/ indeed. Now, tf^^om ^efe we fubftraft all the ffrofly igno- 
rant, openly profiine, merely civil, and fiecretly hypocriticalt 
judge oien in /bttrfehes, hdw fmall a fcantting of the world 
fidls to Cbrift^s fliare. 

Well might <Arift fay, Matdi. vii. 14. « Narrow is the way^ 
<< and ftrait is the gale that leadeth ' unto life % and few there 
<< be that fiild it.'* And again, Luke xii. 32. << Fear not, little 
^ flock.'' The large piece goes to the devil ; a little reminant 
is Chrift's, Rom. vt^ 27. Saints in fcripture are called jewelsf 
Mai. iii. 17. Precious pearls and diamonds, which the Latins 
call Unionfs* ^uia nulli dugjimul reperiuntuTy (faidi Pliny) be* 
caufe nature gives them not by pairs, but one by one: how 
many pebbles to one pearl ! SuitaUe to this notion, is that com- 
plaint of the prophet, Mic. vii. 1,2. « Wo is me ! for I am as 
«< when they have gathered the fiimmer^fruits, as the grape- 
<< gleanings of the vintage ; there is no clufler to eat {^ my foul 
^ defired the firft ripe fniits ; the good min is perifbed out of 
<t<^ the earth, and there is none, (f.^. none comparatively) up-' 
^ right among men." The propbetalludes to a poor hungry 
man, that, after the gathering time is paft^ comes into an orchard 
defiring fome chcMce fruit to eat ; but, alai ! he fiiids none i 
diere is m/clufter \ pofiiUy here and there oiie after the fluking 
time. True faints are the wprld's rarities. 

REFLECTIONS^ 
^^^Mi^ A«.m.« '• ^'^^^ then will be my lot, when 
1u T/y/'^ {Z that great ihaking time fliall come, who 
that follows the eX' , ^ r n j ^1? i^'T j j 

^> x-^i^ w have followed the multitude, and gone 
^UrftUnmlti. ^ththetideofthewortd?How. Iven 

^ * when I have been prefled to ftri^lneTs and 

fingttlar diligence in the matters of Cdvation, and told what a 
narrow way the way of life is, have I put it oflF with this ?. If it 
be fo, dien^ wo to thoufands! Ah, foolith heart S Thoufands, 
find ten thoufandsr (hall be woful and miferable, indeed, to all 
eternity ! WiQ it be any mitigation of my mifery, that I (hall 
hftv« thoufands of miferable companions with me in hdl ? Of, 
will it be admitted for a good plea at the judgment-feat, Lord^ 
I did as die generality of rmy nctigbbours in the world did ; ex^ 
cept it were here and there a more precife perfon, Ilaw none 
but lived as I lived. Ah, fooHfh (inner ! is it not better to go 
^bea^en alonc^ than te-h^ with company i Iliewmftxovrfar 



I 



. 'fhe Hifavmfy'' Ufe of £art\ly fSttigf. {€^ 

liate alwap the moil imitators j and the road'to dcllruflldn \i 
thronged with paiTehgers*' ' ' ' 

2. And how little better & my condki- *' — 
on, who have often fathered » the wicked- * A refkhhrffor an 
nefe of my own hearty upon tti€ encourage- abtijer of mercy, 
xnentof mercy? Thushathiny heart pfestd- ' ' . ' * . 
«d againft ftridneis and duty ; God id a mercifal Gfed, an J 
•will not be fo fevb-c witb^ the world, to damn fo many th6u« 
fends as are in my condition. D^uded foul \ if <iod hati damrf* 
ed the whole race of Adam^ he had done <hcm no lAore wrong i 
yea,, there is more mefcy hi (aving but one man, thian there is 
t>f feverity and rigour iti damning all. Bow many drunkards 
and adulterers have lived and died with thy plea in their 
mouths, <« G6A is a merciful God r^ But yet his Word'ctpfrfs* 
ly faith, « Be not deceived ^ fuch fliall: riot inherit the kiftg* 
« domofGod," iCor.vi. 9. God, indetdj is a God of i^t^ 
nite mercy ; but he will never exercife his mercy to the pre* 
judioeof^ his truth/ * 

3. Oh! what rich gracd It here. That In ' ' ^ ' 

a general fliipwreck mcr^y Ihodld caflrfortha J teftel^mf^ 
line or plank to fave me V That when: miilJ- an eie^fiuL 

on8 periih, I with afcw fmofe fllourdefcape' ' ' 

that perdition I Was it fttt' Father's goodpleafure t«) bdOoW dfie 
kingdom upon a little fiock, and fo m5fkcfift«one6fi*^n!;mi 
J)crT What Angular bbKgadtmrftathm^firry J3uf i^w ftay fotiH 
The ictrer are 6ved, the more taufe have they "fhat atcy to ad» 
mire Aeir falvation; ff butone of a thcfafafid^had been cfamni 
«d, yet my falvation wonJd'have been an'ad of infifttte grate t 
^ut when fcarce one of a thomfanvi are faved, what Chall I call 
that gr^ce^ that caft my lotKmongthem t ' 

The P O IM. 
T T E tliat witli rpiritttal eyes hi «mumn fees ' • 
JlI The heaps of fruit '#hich<^fall frofti^rtiakcintreesi 
' Like ftorms of hail-ftones^ and cah hardly lind 
One of a thoufand' thar remaifts* behibii- ; ' 
Methiijiks this ifatdita|ioa-&o«rldiawaj&e _ 
His foul, and make it'like thpfe trees, to (hake. , 
Of all the clufters, which fo lately grew 
Upon thofe trees, l|ow few <:an they now fliew^ - 
Here (me, and there another a two or three 
tJpon Ae utmoft branches of the tree. ^ 

The grcateft numbers to the pound are borne, * 
SqueezM in the trough, smd all to pieces tor/). 

Vol.. vj^ * y 



^j^ . ffi^iandry SptritrnMnis m^ 

This little handful's left, to {hadqw forth : I 

To God's remnant in this peopled earthv ! 

If o'er the whole terceflxial globe I look^ 

The gofpel ^ifits^ but? little nook. | 

The reft n^ith homd* darkneis oreripread^ I 

Arefaftafleep> yea, in tranfgpeifion' dead. | 

Whole itovfes to hell die devil daily drives t 

Kot one amongfl; them once refiilsj^ or feiveSiX' 

And in this little heaven-enliglitned fpot^ 

How faft aa intereft faadi Satan got J 

Bu^few pf holinefs profeiTionmake $ 

A»d if from thofe that do profefs^ I tafccf 

The felf-deloding hypocrites, I fear 

To think.how few'll teniain that are finccre. 

tat not mercy that it faves io few ; 
But tadier wonder diatAe Lord flioiildfKesr . 
Mercy to any. Quarrel »ot wiA grace 5 
But for thyfelf Goas gracious terms embrace. # 
When all were (bipwreck'd, thbw flwuMfft wottdeT ««Jrtr 
To field fhyfdf io fb^ng«Iy caft aihorej^ 
And there to meet witb any that can tell 
How narrowly they alfo1fcajp*d from liell.. 
Thefoi^lter number mercy laves, the higher . 
Engs^ments lie on thee ftill: to admifd 
Had the whole fpecies peri4hfd in* their fin ,r 

^ Aifidnoft one individual faved been,* 
Yet every tongue before him muft be mutcy 
Confefs h4S.righteottfnefs>. but not difpute.; 
jOr had the liand ojF weercy v^hich is free> 
Taken another, and pafs'd over me j. . 

1 ftill muft juftify him, and my ttfngue' 
Confefs my m^keir had done irie no wrDttj^^ ' ' ' 
Bu^,if my name he pleafe to let me fee 
Enroird among thole few that faved be,. 
What admiration fliould fuchnlerKiy move !? 
What thanks, and praifo, and cverlaftii^ loven 
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C H AP. IV. , 

tJpon the Cmitlng down of dead Trees. * 

i^ead barren trees you for the fire prepare : 

Infuch a cafe aUfriAtkfs perfons are. 
J- ' ' 

OBSERVATION. 
A Fter manj yeara patueafie* in, the ufe of all oieatis to rt- 
JfjL coyer a irvtit tree, ifdxe httsbandm^n fepit be quite dead# 
and that ther^ caa be no more expe&^tiou pf »iy fruit from ii» 
he brings his ax, and hews it down by the root; and from the 
4)rchard it is carried to the fire, it hems then fit for nothing 
^e ; he reckons it imprudoot to let inm a -ufdds tree abide 
in good ground^ where another may be planted In its room» 
that willh^ter pay for the ground ic ihnds in. I myfelf once 
fawa large orchard x)f fair but fruitid^ trees, all rooted jup, ri?ed 
.abroad, and ricked up for the fire. 

APPLICATION. 

THttS 4eals the Lord hy ufielefs and barren tprofdTors whp 
do but cumber his ground^ Matdi. iii.io. ^< And now 
^^ alio die ax is laid to xhe root of the trees ^ therefore nrery 
^ tre^ that>briagi» no( forth good Iruit, is hewen down and caft 
<< into the fire." And Lul&e xiii. 7. <« Then &id the dreiTcr 

:^< of the Tineyaisd, Behold, thefe three years I came feeking 
^ fruit' on this fig-tree, and find fiooe^ cut it down; why 
^< cuivbeireth it the jprouadi?'' Tfaefe three years, alluding to 

'the time of his miniury, he 2)eing at that time eoteriiig upon 
the laft half year, as one obfervei^ by harmonizing tbe evange- 
}ifis| fojong he had waited £or the Irutf of his miniftry among 
tfaofe 4ead»hearted Jews4 oowliis pstjence is even at an end ^ 
cut them down (faidi he) why cumbertheyjJie ground ? I witt 

vplant ot)hers, («MZ«*the Gentiles) in their>oonu This hewing 
•down of the barr^ tree dotk, in a lively manner, Ihadow forth 
God^s judici9l proceedings againft formal and empty profeflbrs 
under the gofpd ; and ^e jcfeyablance clearly holds in thefe 
Allowing partkulass : 

I . Ths tree th^ is to be hewn down for die fiie^ ftands in 
die orchard among other ilouriihiDg trees, where it hath enjoy- 
ed the benefit pf a good foili aftrong fence, and much culture ; 
i>ut being barren, thefe privileges fecure it not from the fire, 
fc isxu^ p»r fis»ndin|; in th^ yifible church by apowerle&pC9* 



feffion among real faints with 'whom we have been aflbciatet!k 
and enjoyed the rich and excellent waterings of ordinances* 

that can fccure us fcom the wrath of God, Matt. iii. 8, 9, <* Bring 
<* forth fruits meet for repentance, ;toiddiitik»6t'to % withia 
<« yourfelves, we have Abraham to our father.'* Nekher 
Abraham, no( Abr^rham's God, will aK^^wtedge ftcK^dege- 
uerate children; if-Abraham> fakh iM;iiot4myaiu.l)keait8, it 
will be no advantage that Abraham's blood runs in your veins. 
It will be a poor plea for'Judas, when he ^Qiall flband before^ 

'Chrift in judgment, to fay, Lord^ I^air onc^ thyfamij^, I 

•j^eacKed'for thedi Idid «at smd r^&k .xn-tby^prd^nce. 

'Lttthefe fdriptures be confiihedf. Maffb«^viJ:*-22« iMa^h. uv. 
lis 12* llonuii.\7,and &5^ .... <. ,,. .♦ . 
2. The hufbandman- doth tto/t prefently cut down ^.tres 
b^caufe it puts not forth as ibon as ^faer trees 4o): but^waitssi 

'sAS longaslhere is any bope, and then cuts itdowu* .Thtts doth 

'God wait upon barr&n diead^haaTted.pei&n^ iPD^faUiadi.^o 
fabbatb, and from year-to vear y for the Lord is'langfuBcriag 
to us-ward, not vnlling that any (hould, ^^peri^V but i^stt :sM 
ihoulJ come to repthtance>.i Pet. iiu 9* ThA$ the long fuffer- . 

'ing of 'God watted in the days of Noah.opOn tbcrfb4cy : tfees^ 

'vho are now fmoaking and flaming iu hell, i BotiiU. 29* He 
"Waits lofig en iinners, but keeps exadltactOunts of every year 
and day of his pattence^ Luke^ xiiL 7.. <^Thefe thrte <year».'* 

'And Jer.xKv, 3. thcfc twenty-three years. 

i*' When the time is come to cut it down, the dead . troe 

cannt)t pot&bly refift the {broke of the ax r but receives the. Uow^ 

' and falls before It. J^Jo mote can the. ftouteftfianer refill the 

fatal .ftroke by death, by which the Lord hews' him down i 

' Eocl.^viii. ft. ^ There is no man that hath pqwer over (be fpilic 

.^^ to r^in the fpirtt; neither hath l^e power in th^ day of 
<^ death' ; and there i$ no dilcfaarge in that war/' When the. 
palo horfe comes, away von muR into the laad of 4arknefs. 
Though tbou cry, wMi Adrian, O my poor ibul! whither art 
ithou going i Die thou muft, thoa barren prdfeflbr | though it 
"were bM^tter for thee to do any thing eUethan to die. What a 
dreadful (hfiek. will thy confcience give, wbta itiees the ax at 
thy root, and fay to thee, as it is Ezde. vix. 6. ^' An end is 

'<< come, the end is come ; it/watchedi for tbee-i b^old it ia 
<f come.*' Oh ! faith Henry Beauford, (that rich abd wretched 
cardinal, biihop of Winchefter, and cdiaiiee^pr ol £ngiaBd« 

•^hettbe perceived whereto he muft), wherefore muft I die ? If 
thc^wbok re?! m, would lave mj^life, Lam aidejdtberby poU^ 
*^^ get it, or by riches to bvy k.^ ' ije (quoth he) will not dca^ 



J^AateAl yfiUiichcs do nothing? No, neitber athtfsmr 
^^icy 4^0 then avail. . . . . , 

4. The fide to which the tree Leaned mpft while it ftoQJ^ 
^ttway itj^Ul fall when it is cut down ; and aa it falls, fi> it 
.^y^ > whether to the fouth or north,. Eccl. ti. 3 ..So k fanes 
^ith thefe myfticaltre^s, I meanfruitle&profeiiibrs: Hadthoijr 
.'ikffaKts and affje^pns inclined and bended heaven-ward jvHilft 
.they Uved^' tW way, no^oubt, they had fallen at their deaths, 
Imt as their, h^rts inclined tp finf and even bended tjo. the 
world, fo.wJnen.GodgiveathefaUlftroke^ ^hey muil fall hell- 
ward and wx^thtwand: And, hqw dreadful will fuch a fatt 

5. When the dead tree is carried out of the orchard, "Ifc 
ibsUl. never be among the living; uees of the orchard any more.; 
.many yearsit grew among them, but now it ihall never have 
a place there again* And when the barren pi[ofeiTor is carried 

.outof die world by death, he (hall never be aflbciated with the < 
fainta,any more: He. may thei\i^y, farewel all ye faints, a- 
mong whom I lived, and with whom I fo often heardj faftdd, 
fdiid^ayed : I fliall never fee your face more i Matth. viii. 11, 
12. <^ I /ay untp you^ that mapy fhall come from the eaft, and 
*^ weft, and north, and foutb) and (hall fit down with Abra« 
/< han^t Uaa<^ and Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven ; but* tke ^ 
.<< chil^en of thekingdom ffiaU becaft forthinto utter darknefi, 
^< ^ there fhaU i>e weeping, and wailing, and gnaihing of teeth.^' 

6. Whf n the dead tree is carried oitt of the orchard, the • 
.'faufbsmdman cuts off its branches, ^d rives it afunder with 
his we<^«s« This alio is the lot of barren prqfpflbrs : " The 

. '< Lord of that fervant will come in a day when he iooketh hot 
^ for him, and will cuthim afunder '" he {hall be difiedad, qr 
;€tit^road, Luk^xii. 464 

Novr therdfore ^ confider this, ye that forget God, left I tear 
♦* (or rend) you in pieces," Pfalm.l. 22. O direful day! when die 
iame hand that planted, pruned, and watered thee lo long, and 
fo tenderly, ihall now fbrike mortal ftrojces at thee, and that 
without pity ! ** Fpr, he that made them, will not have mcr- 
^^ cy on them ; and he that formed them, will (hew them no 
♦• favour,^' Ife. xxvii. isi. For the day of mercy is over 5 'and 
the day df hi&'wi^th is fully come. 

7. When this tree is cleavecT abroadf , then its rotten hollow 
infide appears, which was the (;aufe of its barrennefs ; it look^ 
like a &ir ^d found-bodied tree, but now all may fee how 
:rptten it is at the heart ; fo will God in that day, when ^e (hall 

4ifie^ th$: barren j>rofeiflror| difcover the rottennefe of his heaif^ 



and tiiifoundnefspf has principles ^nd endst Itien tliey^e' 
jxtYCC ftt^peded Um before, (hail fee wbatahollev -s^tid it^ 
ten hearted ptofeflbr he wasl *s 

8. Laftly } The fruideft tree hcaft into the fire. ThSsal^ 
is the end and fad i0ue offoanTiitj^ John xv* 6; ^ Heiscaft 
*< forth asabranchf and is' withered! a^d men gadier tfaem^ 
V and caft them ijnto ihe &re ; a9d !theT are burned/* This is 
an undoubted truth, tdiat there is 31Q plant in God's Tiaeyard^ 
but he will have glory from it, by hearing fruit i or glory on 
it, by bumii\g in the fire.. In tbis fire-ball they lie ^ gnaflting 
^ their teeth,"*' Luke'^tii. TfB. and tliathoth in indignation a^ 
jgaiiaft the fainjts, whom they ihaU fee in giorj} and againft Jop 
lusChrift, who would not firretbms Ws^pMlthiOiifelvefl^ 
{or lofing fo fooliihlj theppportunitiesiof iaj^aicion^ Do you 
behold, :«Aien you fit by the fyrtp thefrodiihat faoSs outof tiiofe 
flaming logsr O drink of t)ia:tfoam and rage of diofi; undone 
creatures, foaming and ^aOiingtCheixteejdlin ld»t%ei^ 
Is not quenched j Mark ix^ 14. . 

R E F I, E CTIO M.^ . 
A refleFiionfyr a fipw often hxftt I pajBed by "(iiiA bsurre^ 
formal hypocrite^ trees, wiHi a more barren heart, ^ )M^ 
tfamking fuch a tree to be the mnUem otmj^ 
felf, as Nebuchadnesizar did, when he ffw that tree in a 
idream, which reprefentied himfel^ and&adowedfor&to him 
his enfuing mifery, Dan.iy.13. fiut^ Otny eonlciencel my 
drottfy, Aeepy jconfcience i wert thou bu,t tender, and £ai|:hfti} 
]to me, thc^ woddft make as round and terriUe an a|q#cfttioi|t 
of fuch a fpe£tacle to me, as the f^thM prophet didto hipii 
ver. 22. And thus iwo^ldft thou; O im|r fool^ biem>s^ jthy ccm^ 
dition. 

Poor wretdi ! here { grow, |Qra1i(0eiliiie,iHBEiotigdiett«e8 
of righteoufnefs, the plants of renown, but I am none of them ) 
S was never planted a right feed } (bme green and Sotui&ing 
leaves of profefiion, indeed, I have, which ^eeeiveodiers, biit 
God cannot be deceived ; h^ fees I am fruit]e& and rotten at 
the heart. P6or foul ! what will thine end be but burning i 
Behold, the ax }icth bjr thy root j and wonder it is, that there 
it Hiould lie (o long, and lyet ftandizig I Still meircy pleads for 
3' fruitlefs creature ; Lord, ipare it one year longer. Alas i 
he need ftrfke no gi eat blow to ruin me j Tiis very breath blows 
to de(lru£tion, J(^b iv. 9. A frown of h>s ^ce ean bkft an4 
ruin me, Pfalm Ixxx. 6. He is daily foilicited by his juftiof 
fo hew me down, and yet I ftand. Lord, cure my barrennef^f 
I jlpiow Jthou badi^ x^^ i]i^ ijb^e £ruit jdia^ 



^ Simenfy Uje tf Marth^ tkingh . »?^ 

The P O E M. 

IF» after pains and patience, yon can fee 
No hopesiof fruit) down goes the baitren firecii^v. 

You Will ntyt fuffer trees that are Onfbiind', 

And inrren too^ to cumber ufcful ground*^ 

The fetal S« is faid unto the r0ot :' 

T'is fit for fire, when unfit for fruit. 

Bof, tbou^b this be a deai and Wren firee. 

Header) 1 would not have it fo to' thee : 

May it to thee this ferious thought fttffgeft» 

in all die orchaird this dead tree's the l^ft ^ 

Thinlroff it iadly, lay it dofe to heart, 
^ This is the cafe in whi^h thou waft) or art 

Hfe thou wailv but now doftli^ and gTow^ '^ ' 

And bring forth fruit, what praife and thanks doft 01^ > 

"iTo that wife hufoancUnan that made thee fo ? . J 

O thixik) when }uit£ce lifted op it^ handy 

How meriE^y did then! interteeding ftand ! 

How pity did on thy behalf appear. 

To b^ R^ieval for anOdteif year ^ 

Scc^) Lord i forbear him $ all hope is<iiot paits 

HecanbtfCbefor fireatthelaft. < 

Thougls^ many iemionS). mamy a gracious call 

He hath refimd like a brazen wall. 

The Jiext may wki him ^ when thy g^aee fliaU ratft^ . 

Untoitfelf a monument of praife^ 

How ibould this meditation thaw and melt 

The heart of him that hadi ^idi mercy felt i 

BuH if tfaouftiU remain a barren tree. 

Then here, -as^inn a mirror), thou may'ft fee 

Thy wretched ftace, when juftieC) at a Uow^ 

Requites GocP^ patiefteeu^ thine overthrow. 

And canft thou bear it? Caa thy heart oidttSre^ 
. To think of «verlafting burnings 2 SurC) 
[ This muft Ay lot) thy fearftid porti<»i be» 
f ffthouGontiiiaeftili^bafrei^tree. ' 



*7<^ ■ jSujimiry SfirittuBzaft ot,'^^ 

AN 
I NT R O D U C T I O N 

' To the THIiiD t»ART of 

fi USB A N D R Y: 

TLTOW, from th« pleafant orchard let us walk 

J[^ A turn i' th' nelds, and there converfe and talk 

"With cows and horfcs ; they can teach us fomc .' * 

Choiof lefTonS) though irrational and dunjib* 

My rcad^« weary j yet I do not fear 

To h^ forCiken by one reader here : 

He'll doubtlefs ftay to hje^r what ^ucftion^ I . 

Propound to beafts, and how they mabc reply.; 

The fatted ox, and pamper'd horfc you ride } ^ 

Their carelefs mafter for his care wuschidqi 

CHAl^. I. 
Upon the- NMbandtnan'^ Care for his C^Me* 

Mor^ cart, for hprfp and ^xenwu^y tjatke^., .. ^ 
Than for their fouls ^ of^ 4iar^ chiUrms faJki. , 

O BSE R y A TI O n/, 

MANY hufbandai)3n.a^eexte0ively^ai!efiji.aiK)t)t ,thcir 
cattle, rififigthemfelves eafly> or,c^ufifjg^th^irJferti»iu> 
to rile betimes, tp prov^jHdef jsawl:;4f§fe.vth«»>i Much timiti^ 
ipent in fome counji;rie$4i ii^.trimm^Bg %n4 Rdpiitlj^^ 
fes with curiou% tif^yjpisgfi^njl^piHl^es iQf, f€^tber%;i,5Ma4 iU ^ 
^xxj time their beafts i^Siokf^yph^i^^rti^^^^ 9itid 

heal them : you will ^ifgr^^hi^y;^ (b^l waQt {K>|h^flig^l|a^ k^ Hj^l 
cefiary for them j yea, ma,ny~wyi chu§ l!9t}ier'to:]Hr^|;;^i^qj. 
felves, than fuffer their horfes fo to do ; and take a great deal 
ci comfort to fee them thrive and profper under their hands. 
APPLICATION. 

WHAT one faid of bloody Herod, who flew fo many 
children at Bethlehem, That it were bettcf to be bis 
twine ttian his fon, may truly enough bfe applied to fome pa- 
reap ^d fnafters^ wlvo take tefs care for the faving the fouls of 



The Seavinfy Uj€ ^ EoiUy flings. %ff 

tiidr ch>I4r€nr wdferva«is» thaii xktf 4(^t:>r the Vodiei ef 
tliofe b^fts ^\c\k ^ai}y fce^ 9i their iialb 9ni^ cribt* Many 
tlicr« be ifrhQ do in refcffcme to ^beir fe^Js^ 99 Jacd^ did wi^ 
jp^)e£) to f be pfefcrwtioe erf tbcii bo^cs, when he put tH tht- 
lier4s of cattle before, md his wires «ad little ones behind^ at 
\t w^nt to meet b)9 brother Efau. It i$ » weij^hty ia]fiiig of ;i 
grave * iiiitbcv ; * It k vile ingr^ktitwie to rejoice vhen cattlf 

* mviAfkfi sin4 repffif when children, ihcreiife 3 it \% hetttbvin* 
« ifh diftruftfiilneJ5,to fear that ht who provides for ypur beaft$»~ 

* will not provide i^x your uhildre© $ and it is no Ids than un- 
^ natural cruelty* to be careful of the bodies.of beafts, an<| 
< carelefe tif the foJi^s of children/ l»et us but a little compare 
your care and dijtge&ce in both refpeds, and fee, in a few par- 
ticulars, whether you do indeed value ypur own, or your chilt 
4ren and iervants ibul$, as you do th9 life and health of a beaft* 

1. your<:are fojT your very horfes is e«prefle4 early, whilft 
diey are but coltsi »nd not come to do you any frrrice ; you 
are willing to be 3Lt pain^ and coft, to have them broken 9n4 
brought to tbeti- wa)u Thb is more than ever many pf them 
<Iki for their children ; tliey can iee them wild ^d profane^ 
natumlly taking a ftroke or wsy of wickednefs, but fet never 
were atany pains torcoaft to break them % thefe muA be (oni^ 
led and eoekesed up in the natiJMraJ way ef their own corruptir 
on and wicjcednefs* ^nd not a ^04 i>t reproof ufed to break them 
s€it. , • 

It is obfervcd of the Perfians, f that they put out their ehit* 
^ftm tt fchop], astfoon as they C9Xi fpeak^ and will not fee them 
infeven yesers after, left their indulgenoe fliould do them huit* 
. 2. You keep your conftant fet tkues, morning and eveningf 
to (entdt wsirar,aa4 drefsy^ur cattle^ and will by no me^ns jie* 
gleft^it once : but how mafiy times have you negle£led.«w»* 
ing ond ex^jsi^^'dttties in your families ? Yea, how jnany be 
tjiere* whofe very tables, in ffefpe^t of any worftip :God hath 
there, do very little tliffer from the very isribs and mangers at 
which their hoi^ feed i As' {bon as you are ^up in a momingf 
yon arc^ith your .beafta, before you have. been with your Go4* 
Htxw Itttk do 6»ch differ frofn imitR ? And happy were it, H 
tbey weisjfK)nv»^e:aca:m9 table to God than their beafts are^ 
. TheiQnd ;of 7Qiir.C8fe, scoft, *nd p^ins about your cattle iSf 
that they may be ftrong for labour, rwd-tbe 0>oic ftcviije^blcttt 
yoit : thus yea nompl^ with the lend of their bekigs. J^ut bow 

» ♦ ftiik. «n Jude^ P»« i. p» ryo* t XZlatk*s Mir, f* 506* 
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if rtpctttante prevent tiot : dow I Yvrt in one famify i^iJi ftem, 
;!)tit fhoirdy I fhall be feparated fVoirt thcfti, is fer a$ lidtl is from 
ThcaveA 5 tkey notr tcndcriy pity my mifery, hut then riiey fliall 
apprcjve ind applaud the righteotis fen^ence ofChrift upon 
int : fo little privilege fliaH I then have Ffom my relation to 
therti, Aittheylhallbeprodticed aTswitneffes againftmej and 
all their rqe£ied conniels, reprdofs and examples, charged 
Koihb upon/ me, us the aggravations of my tricVedncft i and 
later it ynW bfe, When it fliall dome to that, that I hajS been 
brought forth by a beafl:, than !i)rung from thfc loins of fudi 
tear^lits. 

the P <5 « M. 
"\r O U K cattJe in fat pafltrrts thrhre and gtote', 

j[ t1itit?s ttorhing nvanting Aat fhbrili! ma'fce.them *Ib. 
"TThe pamperM horfe comment^s his mafter^s care, 
"Who neither pains or cdft floth grtrfge or <|)are. 
^ot tilt nbt thou mean ^hile the ySm fool, 
■^at parhper'ft tfcafts, and ftarves Ajr precious foul ? 
"^Twerc tJreH if thoa ctjuiaft die as trtffl -as live 
Xike 5beifts, aid had no tuore account xf> *j{ive. 
•<3 that diefelmfes your fdlly^might deteift ! 
^ho^h-yotfr own and chiidren*s fouls Tie^eSb 
*1\) t^tefbr beirffte. O maij ! prepare to hear 
"Trtie de)lefiil*ft l*iguage th^t c^er;men:'a thine car^ 
'Whdn yDU yotir cfefiSren once ihTitr!! ftrill niect, ' 
, And trft:h fuch language -ihehr danm^d jwrents greet : 
« O curfed fedieri i^l^retched mdthtri i»*y 
«< Was I your of -fprmg ? WoiiM 'to 'iSod that % 
^< "Had Q>rung frok tygers, ' who more tentier 1)e - 
^^ Uftto fhtn yonifg than you have^been to rhte. 
« Ho^r-diti youfpend yoUr thou^ts^ time, tare, and'coft ' 
" About my body, whifftnry fotil tii^as Itjft? 
^< Did you Tiot know! had a foul, featmuft 
«< Lhre, when this 1)(jdy was di^fvM to duftf 
<< You couM not chtife but umferftand if l, 
•<« Withtrtlt all tiltercft*in*ChriftiJiid die, 
** It ^cfeils mtrft trome to this. O hotr^couH yon 
^< Tibvefo^remoifelcfe, and no pity fliew I 
^< OcTueli)arents! 1 mayt:urfetht?tlay 
« TCTtat I Was born- of ■fudi'as aid 'betray ',\ 

^< Their ehild to endlefe-torments. lOtm-tntift'I' ' ' • 
*< With, ahdthrough youi in ftattics'for'cvcr'Hc* 
^Li'ft'this thsflceiBTeiy ^parerit tremble, left 
He lofe his child) wbilft caring'for his beaft : 



The ffeavfnfy Vfe xf tarftfty f%ingu ttt 

Of left ^k own poor foul do ftarvc and ptnc, 
Whilii he tatcs Aought for iibrfes, ihecji and kme- 

€ H A P. H. 

Upon the hard Lalibur and crud CTagc .of Uqaftss 
U^h^imd€rhndsymtrkf^ftj'dQg^(¥^^4M9ktJ^ 

«B S£ R y ^ Tl OfN, : 

, rriiloi;^ fome «b6|i Jbe*elc^fli¥Qiy*ca«€tf^l.lWl4.$e^<fcr .g/^t 
J[. their hie4M, ^ m^ Wt«d i*i *e iqrAieir.fih^tQr^ jrex<>- 
there «F6^rt^^ si^A .mocGikrfs -tow^^^ $hepv >>^^ ^%1^>^4i^g hcwtr 
#lfe^ ride or'kur4«9t(W^* rilowioftentb^^ I ijp^ntth^m lin- 
ing under their loads, wrought off their legs, -and tiiLrnp4 ^(>>ft 
^khigaUed bfic^94ntp4be£«L4^«<Kihigh^«v^3fofibi^ ^ lit*^ 
^ejgi^, Qi9iiy unies<b^t/ei h>^4 .and fi^ied ^h€ff[^, gcpa^ving 
uqAcx «»a^e^!adblebii<sile«^>^iiiui be^t^ 9n ^.q«erpile^dri¥eig», • 
^U dt 1#, hy/iicfa crud -.ui^^^tlvey We b^ 4eiV^y^4i -W^ 
4be&«£»ft int'O la- ditch lior sdogs .nvea^t. ^ 

Sl^!fighte as tfaj^ib {hotttdwake miBn:thankf»iI;jG9i;(<!he,mA^- 
rcydthair Q,t^vm^ .^md.hlefe ^eijr tbcNuritifu],prea^or» 
4hat thpy wjer^eaot ,madc fuch jarewiw^ ;tb^x»fcly€». Sprc 

,ful ^to mmiflfS fwm% 5ic. iThefc ace on^yfed foc.flaHgbterj 
'We luU«3sd-e%t'^h0m> l^nd fQgard:fiQ)t<th^r.ar4es ^d&s^gglings 
jwhen d^ knifeiis thnqft tottheir y^y,h^arts! .oth^is ^i;e.oi)ly 
WtisrjS««,rf0r feniicp,.whilft Jiv^ji 

tas ik^i » jchsfe^pjotak^itp drM^g^aftd toil£»r u» frpm /^y^ 
^day, Uit JoU (bem »ot: iQih^is»aite.hQth ,ad.^fim^ ^ ^fim% .£?r 
ifqpd whoa id^atf , t9|^;fert4Qe ^bilft.aliv^ .as.the ex ; tbefe ytt 
.moke.to^tdpw 0tir fi«ld?) idrjOWfOiir .carriages, .ap4 #f l^t>Mr4» 
^pjoepare «bc|«i forthe'flaughter, . ^ . 

iBttt^maja-^xnas j}[|ad^ jfor Qfibl^ end9, . created- Iprd.oifttieJa- 
»wer ^orldi ; notvto ktr^ h^, , to .be;iccved by other, creat»re^ ; 
•» merqr able to :xMlt the bar^ heart4ni;a.tbai?¥}^} W$. J rq- 
;ft^mbn^ * JU«tblJrc,pi!efli)|gi»Qn tobctb:mk{«ri,«;bat tbey .a;e 
•«otbr9U|^tii|ito»tbeilqwisft Ci^ditiorvof cr(eatMi:^9.-and to blqa 
»G<)d th»t they icaa 'fee jinyciJcaHtfc Wow tte 
i« iimo^s iuftincjl? in ib.erfoHo^iri|t^flory : ^moc^i^n^ls^) Ui^ 
be riding in a great deal of pomp to ttue co^cil ofvQ^^^o;^ 
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lyy the way diey heard a man in the fields weeping and wafl- 
inglHtterlyr^ they rode to him, and aflc'dhiim what he. ailed? 
Perceiving 'his eye intently fixed upon an ugly toad» he toU 
them dm hi$ heart melted with theconfideration of thiv 
mercy, that God had not made him fuch a de£xmfid and 
loathfome creadire^ though he were £»rmed out of die 
^meday widi it: Hac eft qmiamAre fleo^ Cud he, this it 
that which makes me weep ^bitterly. Whereupon one of 
the Cardinals cries out, welir &id the Fadicr, the unlearned 
will riie and take heaven, when we with all our learning fliall 
*be thruft into hell. That which melted the heart of this poor 
man, ^ould melt every heart idien we behold the mifery to 
which tbefe poor creatures are fubjedied. And this will af^^ear 
n mercy of np -flight confideration* if we but draw a comparifim 
betwixt outfelves and theie irrational creaturesy in thefe three 
pardculars. *' 

I . Though they and we were made of die (ame mould and 
day^ yet how tmich better hath God dei^ widi us, e^i^n as to 
the outward man? The ftru&ure of our bodies is much moie 
^ cxcdlent % God «iide other good creatures by a word of com- 
mand» bus vifiB. by counfel \ it was not, Be^hou, but. Let us 
mah nuuu We might have been made ftones. without fenfb^ 
er beafts widioot f eaf(Mi, but we were made men. The tiobk 
ftru£iure and fymmetry of our bodies invifies our fouls not only 
to thanl^nefe but admiradon. David, fpeaking of the curi* 
otts frame of the body, iaith, << I am wonderfully made,'' PiaL 
cxxxix. 14. or, as the vulgar reads it, painted as with a needle^ 
like foo»e rich piece of aeedle-work corioufly embroidered widi 
nerves and vev(i9. Was any part of the common lump of day 
thus fafliicmedr? Galen gave Epicurus an hundred years dme 
to imagine a more commodious fituatioo, configuration, or 
compofidon of any one part of a human body 1^ and (as one 
faith) if all the angels in heaven had ftudied to ^is day, they 
' could not have caft the ^dy of man into a more curious mold* 

a. How litde cafe or reft have^ey ? They live not manf 
years, and thofe they do are in bondage and mifery« groaning 
under the effe£b of fin % but God hath provided beMr for us 
even as to our outward condidon in the wlc^ld $ we have the 
more reftt becaufethey hare fo li^tde. How ma^y refreflimeins 
and comforts hath God provided for us, of which they are un» 
capable ? If we be weary with labour, we ean take our reft } 
but frelh or weary, they muft ftand to it, or fink under ilt fiom 
tdayCbday. * ^ 

3. What a nanpw capacity had;. God |^Tea to beaflsi | 



■I 
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Wh^t » large capacity to man ! Alas, they are only cafKible of' 
a little feniitive pleafure ; as you ihall fee foinetimes, how they 
y^X friik in a green pafttire ; this is all they be capable of, and 
thisd^th puts an end to: but how comprehenfiTC are our 
fouls in thdr capacities ! We are made in^the image of God i * 
we can look beyond pr^fent things, and are Capable of the high- ' 
eft happinefs, and that to all eternity : the Ibid of a beaft is but 
ar material form, which, wholly depending upon, maft lEieeds 
die with the body; but our fouls are a divine fparkor blaft \ and 
when the body dies, it diet not with it^ but fubfifts even in it« 
feparated ftai?r. 

REFLECTIONS. 
I . How great a fin fs ingratitude to God, foft 
A rtftefiwn fiich a common, but choice mercy of creation and 
for an nn- provifion for me in this world ? There is ti& 
thankful Jiri'- creature made i^orfe by ktndnefi, but man. 
ncr. There is a kind of gratitude which I may obferve • 

eVen in thefe brute bcafts'; they do in their way 
acknowledge their benefa3or»; ^^Theox knows his owner, 
«< and the afs his matter's crib.** How ready are they to fervc* 
f|ich as feed and cherifli therii ? But I have b^ both dnthank* 
ful and unferviceable to my Creator and Belnefa^ior, that hath - 
done me good all my days ; thofe poor creatures thac fweat 
and groan under the load that I lay upon diem, never finned 
againft God, nor tranfgrefied the laws of dteir creation, as I 
have done; and yet God hath dealt better with me dian with 
them. O that the bounty of God, and fats dtftinguiihing 
mercy between me and the beafts that perifh^ might more and 
melt my heart intothankfulnefs! O that I might confider fe* 
riouffy what the higher arid more excellent end of my creation 
is, and might more endeavour to anfwer and li^re up to it I Or 
elfe, O my foul ! it will be worfe with thee than the beafts t 
it 19 true, they^re under bondage and mrfcry $ but it is but lor 
a little time ; deaith Ivill end^ll their pains, and ea& them of 
all their heavy loads ; but I fliall groan to all eternity, under 
a heavier burden than ever they fek ; they have no account to 
gire, butfo have I. What comfcMt is it that I have a larger 
capacity than a beaft hath ? That God hath endowed me with 
reaftm, which is d^tiied to them ? Alas ! this will |>ut augment 
my mifery, ai^denlarge metotakein a greater meaAire of angiHftu 
a. But how niany fteps, O myfoull mayft 
A refieBim thou afcend in the praifes of thy Gcid> wheii thou 
f9r an $U£f confidereft the mercies that God hath beflowed 
f&uL ujpontbee ; not only iathatfhe made thee d^a 
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Hone dr tree without fenfe, or an horfe or dog wkheiit rea&ft ; 
but dial thou aft ndc an infidel wkhout light, ot ;ui uxire- 
g^nerafte perfbn Without grace ? What ! to have ten&f and 
aU tho delight of k^which ftolies- have not ! JEleafoii, witb 
the Ki^dils hrgk and noble p]eafure» of it^ which beafts have boC| 
thd kight mA knovFledge of the great things ol tbcgc^peli 
which t&e heatbeM bate not 1 and Aicb an cxpe&atkm and 
hope of ttneonoerrable glory tmi felicity^ which the unfan£ti* 
filed have hot I O diy foul ! bow rich, how bountiful hath thjf 
God btten to tbce \ Thefc are the overflowings of bis love td 
thee who waft moulded out of the fame lump with the h^fir. 
that groan on ea#th^ y^^, with the damped tblt howl '^n hell : 
weU o&ay I iky that God hath been a good God to nie ! 

The P O E M. 
■«^T H I N t behold a tired jade put oft 
W With whi J^ and fpur, till afl his ftrength bq goiie j 
Sec ftreams of (Weat run down his bleeding (ides, 
How little nierty's fhewn by him that rides* 
1/ 1 moro thankful to my God wou'd prove, 
ThatI fach a rider mercikfjl, 'tWiil move 
My foul to prdfe : For irho fees this, and caH 
Btit bld<$ th^ Lord that he 'wzs made a man. 
And iiich & fight the rider oilght to movo 
7hi8 moditadoa duly to improve^ 
* What hath this creature dofte^ that h« fliouM be . 
Thus beaten, Hirounded, aad til'd out by me ? > 

• He is my feUow^creatute % 'tis* mere gf aee 
I had nor been in his, he in my tafe. 

• Un^^rfaitehil fivpvA man I God.might have made 
Me bear the faddk, As I fee this jade, . 
He tk&mr finn'd^ but for my fin doth lie 
Stthfefibed onto all this mifery. / 

l.t>rd j inabe my heart reknt> Aat I Aould be 

To thee mott itfelefs, than my horfe to me : 

He did his utmoft^ went as long as eter 

His legs cmi'd bear him \ i>B^for mei never 
' Thus %imt ihyittength for God, but oft have been 

Too |iit>dfga9 thereof in ^ays df lin. 

Thovgh he's ^ horfe, ^stud I tht man^ . *twiU be 
. Far bdwcr vridi my l»ot fe obbc day ^hanme : 

Unlrfsthy-gradc prcveiit and'fisiporadd 

j& ncwcreadcftuxnta that Ihad^ 

Could every ndtr fix a feriotis thought * • ♦ 
. . dai4«Bth4i.'£abj«i^ «&dJx€fel^i9C tiugte' 
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- 7o ^ritttalisse it, and improyc it thu^ 3 
How fweet would tedious jounieys be to ti$ ! « 

Sat fiich a taifc, a gracekfe hwrt tires out, 
More tkm the tir^ horfe I w(ite about. 

c H A p; m. 

upon th^ fefekirig of loft Cattle. 

fVhen forking your hjl cattle^ kfep inmind^, 
.Tta$ tkusChr'ifi Jejiisfeeks yuirfiulstqjpnd. . 

O S E R t A T I Q N. 

WHS N catde arc ftrayed away from your fieldc, yog. 
ufe all care and diUgence to recover ^beoi again ^ 
(raniog ihar foottteps <?rying them \jx the market-towns^ 
fending your fervants abroad, and enquiring yourfelves of alj 
i^t |M«ii thinly caa give news of them. What qare ^id pains 
men wiU take io fu.ch (^afes, was exemplified in Saul, i Sanl^. 
ix. 49 J. who with his fervant, pafled through mount Epbraim^ 
to feek the affiM) ibat were ftrayed from his father, aaad througlji 
ifae land of SMiiha^ and through the lani of Shall ni, an^ 
they wer.e nq^ there, m^ thi;ough dK laind of the Beujamite^ 
^t fiiuftd tb^m not, 

APPLICATION. 

THE car« and paing you take to recover your lof^ cattle, 
lorries afweistand live[ly reprefentation of the Ip^'ie of 
JefttfiChrift* i» thje recovery ojf loft finners. Jcf\is Chrift 
came on purpofe from heaven upon a like errand, to feck an4 
lo finre duMt^'which wm Ipft, Matth, xviii. 11. There ar^ feve- 
jral pamculare ii| which thi» glorious defign of Chrift, in feelfc- 
ing aj*d facing }oft nnn, and die care and pains of hufbandmep 
ift vatQPWki^ their loft cattle, do meet and touc6« though there 
liB aacnaay particulars alfo in which they diifer : all which % 
ftall open vndfsr the following heads. 

I, We fprncstotties i^^dthat cattle will break o^t of thoft? 
very fields where they have been bred ; and where they wan^ 
4iot>hinf that is nei^d^ for ibem* Juft thus loft nian departed 
bonx IMS <3od> brak< out of th^ plcafaxu enclofure where hp 
fwas abtt«dafit)y pi<ovided for, both as toibul and body i yet; 
tbeu be brake over the h^g^ of the command, and wenta- 
S^nj%%isA^* Tii. 19. << Lq, this only have i found, that Cod 
«« made man upright^ but he fought out to himfelf many iii- 
>• Y5c»tr<WM :" He wa* h9( content ^ii4 fatlsficd with th^t hlef- 
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fed ftate God had put him into, but would be trying new cmi'^ 
^ufionsy to the Ibfs arid ruin both of himfelf and his poAerity.* 

2. Strayers arc evermore fufferers for it ; all they get Ay itf 
tx> be pined and poinded: And what did man get by depart- 
ing from his God, but ruin and mifery to ibul and body I Will 
you have an abbreviate of his fuffering^ and lofles ? The full 
account none can give you : Why, by ftraying from his Gody 
he loft the re£Utude and bolinefs of bis nature \ like a true 
ftrayer, he is ^1 dirty and'miry, overlnread and befmeared botb 
in foul and body wit^ the odidus filthinefSs of Gn j- be \fA die 
liberty and freedom of his will to gpod, a precious jswel of in-* 
cftimalde value. This is a ttai mifery incurred by the fell^ 
t&pugh fame have fo far foftdi^frunderftandings and humili^ 
tjr ^ not to ctHftt it ; he hath loft his God, bis foul^ his bappi- 
Atfty and his tery bowel's of compaSon towards himfelf in this 
miferable ftate. 

3. When your cattle are ftrayed, yea^tfiough it be but dttfe 
of the floek.or b^d^ you leave all the reft, and go after mat 
which is loft: r So did J^^^j Chryiy who, in the forested ^ace, 
Matth..xvii. ra. eompares^hknfelf to fucb a ffiepfrerd ;. he left 
heaven itfelF, and alt ttte- bltiTed angels there, to come into this 

.^orld to fee^ loft' mam O rilk preeion» effieem, and dear love 
that Chrift had to poor iinan T How did his' bowels yearn to*' 
wards us in our low ftate f Aow did he* pity us in pur mifery ! 
.As: if he 6a<l faid, poor creatures^ tibey have loft tbemlblves, 
and are becdme a pretto the devil in a perifhing ftate; I willi 
f(?ek after tbemy aitd &ve tliem. The Son* of ma» is^ con'ie to 
(eekandto fave. . 

,4. You are glad when you have fottnrf your ftrayers;vmiuch 
itiore is CHrift, w|ien he ^ath found a loft four.^ €) ie is a gr^at 
fatisfa£lion to him to fee the fruit oMe travail of hi6 foul \ Ifa. 
Jfiii. " Tea, tiiere is more joy in heaven over one* fiwier that re- 
** penteth, than over ninety nine juflf perfonsdiat need no re- 
** pentance." What demonftrations of joy and gladnefs did 
the father of the prodigal give, when he had fbund his toot tha^ 
tiras loft ? Luke xv; ao. 

5. When you have brought home your ftrayeic, you feme* 
times clog them, to prevent their wandering' again, and ftop 
"up the gaps with thorns ; and fo doth God oftentimes by fuch 
ibuljs as are recovered and brought home to Chrift \ he hangs a 
£log of afHi&ion to prevent their departure £rom God' again^. 
,^ Cor.xii. 7. ' 

Buf then tliere are five particulars in which Chrift's ile^m 
fpft Ibult) aad pur feekkig loft cattle differ.. 
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. ^ • Ifoiir cattle fometimes find the way home themfelye$9 and 
return to you of their own accord i but loft man never did, nor 
vcan do fo ; he was his own deftroyer, but can never be (^s own 
iaviour i it was poflible for him not to have loft his God» biit 
having once 'loft him,,. can never find him again ofhimfelf. 
Alas I bis heaitis bent to backfliding, he.hath no ^will to return* 
Hear liow Chrift complains, John ir. 40. << Ye will not come 
f^ unto me*** Man's recovery begins in .God, not in himfeIC 

2. Your fervants can find, and brii^g hack your loft cattle 
as well as you i but fo cannot Chrlft's fesvants : JMSnifters maj 
xiifcover, but.cannot recover them^ chey daily fee, but cannot 
fave them ; lament them they can, but ne(p them diey cannot 1 
intreat and beg them to return they cant ^nd do, hut prevail 
with them jthey cannot. Meland^hon thought, whenihe began 
to preach, ,to perfiiade all ; but old Adam was too hard for 
young Melan^hoh. 

'3. Ton feek all tbe^catde Ihat are^ftrayed irom you, efpe^ 
xially the beft; but Jefus Chrift-prily feeks poor loft man. 
There were other creature^ and fuch as by nature were more 
excellent, that loft their God and themfelves ; I mean, the a^ 
{K>fl^te angels4 bi^/hecamenot^to :feek them.: herein his fin* 
^ular love to. man appears. 

4.. Whenyou:have recovered .and brought home your loft 
cattle, you may lofe them the fecond\time, and never recover 
lliem again ; butib^cannot Chrift. Man once recovered is for 
.ever fecured by hinL *♦* All thattthou-haft given me, I have 
v^c kept, and not one df them is loft, but the Sm of perdition i'' 
iand he was never favingly.fouQcl, John xvii. 12. ^ 

5. Though you prize your cattle, yet y6u will not venture 
your life for the recovery of them ; rather let them go, dian 
regain them widi fuch an hazard^ but Jefus Chrift not only 
ventured,, but adually laid down his Mfe toTQcover, andfave 
loft man : he redeemed them at the price of his own blood ; he 
is that good flxepherd that laid down his life for the flieep. O 
^the furpafiing love of Chrift to loft fouls ! 

R E F L E CT I OUS. 

I. Lord, I -am a loft creature! an undone 
•foul I and herein lies mv mifery, that I have Are/I^ionfira 
Xiot only loft my 'God, but have no heart to Iqfifiul. 
return to him : najr, I fly from Chrift, who 
is come on purpole from heaven to feek and to fave nle : \iifi 
^eflengeis ast.abroad, feeking for fuch as I am, but I avoid 
Shem^ or j^ J^ft rcfufc to obey their call and perfi^fions to ro- 
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turn. All, Vlat a mifcrabte ftatc am I in ! fcvcry ftbp I go is 9 
ftep towards hell ; my foiA, with the prodigal, is ready to perilli 
in a ftrtmge coutitry : but I have no min<C ^ith him^ tb-tifttart 
*o«e. Wretched foul ! tirhat will the end of dii^ bfc ? If <3od 
liaire loft thee, the* d^vil hath fbund thte j hfe takes up aH ftrajT- 
'ca^ ftom 6od : yea, death and hell Witt fhmtty find thee, if 
ChrHl d6 not ; and then thy reconery, O riiy flnil ! ^i\\ be rm- 
poffible ! 'Why fit 1 here pcriihrng and dying ? I am ftdt)« a^ ir- 
recoverably loft as the damned are. O fctftie deby no longer^ 
left I be loft for ever ! 

2. Oftfy f<ml ! ibr eteirMd(s and adintr^ 
AreftiFtimfor tfe love c* Jcfiis Chrift, Who came frort 
^n^ thai "mas lofly heaven to ftet and fave fbeb a loft ftml as I 
it^isfWid. was. Lord, how iflarveHoiurl how match* 

kfs 18^ thy love ) i Was kyft> alid am found : t 
am found, and did not feeki nay, I am found* by hifH 
:fifoni Whom I fed. Thy Ichrc, O my Saviout */ was a pre- 
venting love, a wonderful !ove.> thon lovedft mt txmc^ 
xnor^ than f loved myfdf; I was cruet fd my own fofid, 
but thptr waft- kind 5 thou foughteft far me, a loft (mtier, and 
5tot for ioft^attgefs ^ thy hand of grace caught held df titc* ani 
liath let go thoufands, s^nd teix thoufancfo, as g6od as myfelf by 
itature : 13tc another David, thou didft rcfcne nry poor loft 
foul out ttfthe mouth of the deftroyer ; yea, ttiqet than fo, thoA 
<Hdft lofe tfhme own life to find mitre : And now, dear Jiefhsr^ 
fmee I «!tt thus marvelloufly recovered, flta!l I ever flxaggle 
agjrttt from thee ? O let it fof cvtr 1«b a warning to mct how 
I turn afide into by-path* ctf fin any tnoif • 

* The P O E M. 

'^nrTHtti tattte fh)m yt)ur fields are g6ne aft^y, 

W And you to iiefc them through the country ride i 
Enquiring fortheiti all alt)ng the Way, 
' * Traefcing therr foot-ftcps where the . tumM afidt ; 
One fervant thi3 way fent, .^pother that. 

Searching the ficMs ^nd tountry tound about 5 
This meditation nOWfalfe fn h pat, 
• Afc i'f ($o*Jhit rt'to enquire you out : 
yiy beaft^ are loft, and fo am I by fin ; 

My wretched fcfu! from Gdd thus wandiing wait 1 
Jkk I feefc them, fo was I foiight by Mm, 

Who ftom the Father's hofom forth wae fenr. ' 
3?Arfo'-d by fcrmons, folkyw'd dodfe by grace, 

Antl ftrong convidiotts^ Chrift^hath fought for tM^ 



The ffkdveitfy Ufi tf EdHtiijf fiingf. f S^ ' 

^¥car thoBglt I (htm biDI» iKfl he girei: nve diiafa^ 

As if refdf 'd I (heuid 1101 damnei bcf^ 
Wlieii afigeb li^ themfol^^, it ira» not fi> 3 

Gkxl 6id hot ^k dr onoefor tbe»^ eitquire ; 
Bat ikid^ Ltt Ade apeflfeite c^attff ee gO) 

PII pl^ne.tbemfar h/«irftk ecttftal^e^ 
Lord ! what am I, that theft Aratiddftfot tfaifie«yc% 

Artd ftaifeek ifeer fach a wm^b s»>i ? 
'VRiofe m«tefateft tiieref , andrich gmeo dcf/ifcf 

As if, m fpi$|N« therl^, tehhtd t& di^. 
Why fhduld I fhun dice > Bfedisd Stitiotir, #hT 

l^ofildl aiirdidthee tbtiftf Thdu46it tlU Wsh. 

Shoukl fiv a Sarrl6ttt th^t% fe fttliof gfatte f 
Xkmg haft thotrfoitgfet iii«) L(^, I ne^ retUtfRi 

O let thy bowels ofi^M^^tkom kmwi | ^ 

For trty departtir* I htiatrely moiiM, 

Atid kt thk dfty thf WBlidl^g fll^ be Ibvild.^ 

C H A Fi^ IV. 

Upon the feeding of fat (Cattle. ^ ' 

^ ' GofPs diffwnfatmMj(^nefii(A meaning kav$. 
OBSERVATION. 

fafcitis H^i^reHtijuimtur : Oxenibr uiie ape daily yoked and 
kept Ihoi^i wfailA tho& thiitaiie defigned for the fliamblesy arc 
letlodfe itk gfeKmpGdhincs lo.fecd'at pkafure. StOf€ beaftt 
fareliard, and are kept teaavand low; feeding bea|b are exciftfed 
ham the y^key wfailfb others are lafaoured and wrotight hard 
^Tery day-; th^^one haih. moretbaa.be can eat^ tbeotbev-woulil 
tat more if be bad it. 

APPLICATION. 

THUS deals' tbe Lord oft-i^mes.with his own tleEt^ whom 
hedefignsf for glory ; and with the wicked, who are pre^ 
^ringfortbedfty of wratb: thus arc they filled with earthly 
vtfUt^i^kj^ and c^estiare-enjoyments, like rufty and. wanton 
beafts tilled out at liberty in a fat pafture, itWlft- peoc iaint^ 
^itkept hard and fliotf ; Aradtinr. i. ^ Hear this word, ye 
*^ kine di S^ikan, that ztt in the jnowtt^iiisfs of Samaria, whic^ 
* Uppteft ibe *fm^ cmflk. tjkrneedy*" TMi^ , metaphorical 
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iune are the profperous oppreflbn of the world, fuUfed, and 
iiFaaton wicked men. It is true, heaven hath not all the poor^ 
nor helt tU ttie rich \ but it is a very common difpeniation .of 
providence, to beftow mod of the things of this WQrld upon 
them that have no portion in heaven $ and 4x> keep thehi iboit 
on eattht for whom that kingdom is provided* Let me draw 
focth the fimtlitude in a few particulars. ^ ' 

1. The beafis of fiaughcer have the fatteft paftures ; (b ha^e 
the ungodly in the worlds ''^ Their eyes (land out with£x^> 
^ ne&: they have more than heait could wiih,^V P£>1* 
Ixxiii. 7* Their hearts are as fat .as ^eaie, OE%d. cxix. 70* 
Thefe be they that fleet off tUxtKxe^m joi eardiiy enjoyments^ 
*< whofe bellies are filled with hidd«i.treafiire«^" Ffsd. imu 1-4; 
** The earth is given 'into <Jie -hand of the wicked/' Jobix.24. 
O what full euates ! what an affluonfie of earthly ddighas 
iiath God caft in upon fome wicked men ! There is much 
wantonneis, but no want in their dwellings : fome lliat knoir 
aiot which way to turn themfeLves in heU, once knew not where 
10 beilow their gOQds on earth. 

2. Feeding Mafts grow wtaifionin their full paftures ;, there 
wpu (hall fee t;^m ^tumble and frifk, and kick up dieii heeli. 
The faii[ie effe£k hath the profperity of the wicked % it make* 

' them wantxm $ their life is but a dirverfion (rom Onepleaiure to 
another, |ob xxi. 11, 12, 13. ^ They fend forth their litde 
«< ones like aflock, and their children, dance : they takethetim- 
^< brel and harp, and rejoice at the found of the organ: they 
"< '^end llielr days in wealth, and in a jnoment go down to dye 
*« grave/' TTie fame chaui£ier doth ^he prophet Amos give 
of them, Amos vi. 4, 5, 6. " They flxetch themfelves upoi| 
** beds of ivory, drink wine in bowls,'* 6c. and no forrow goes 
to thek hearts. Thefe are they that Ikve in |s}eafiires upoi^ 
earth, as a fiih in the water, Jam. y. 5. 

3* lliefe fat paftures do but the fooner haften the4eath of 
fhe&catdei ^e fooner the^r are fattecU the fooner they ar$ . 
Slaughtered^ and the profperity of the wicked ier^es to the (am^ 
end : the profpecky ef fools fkaR deftroy themi L e. it ihall be 
the means and inftrument of heating and heightening their 
lufts, andthereby fitting them for de^&ton \ their profperity 
is food and fewel to their corruptions. Many wicked men haqi 
not been fo foon ripe for hdl, had tl^ey not grown in the fun- 
llime cf piofperhy^ 

4. Fatted bealts do not in die leaft underfbnd Ac intent and 
meaning of the hufl>andman, in allowing them fnch large and 
Ut paftures^ wliich iie denies to ins other cattje % and ;|9 littb 
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as (eaftsy d<> wicked men underAand the' fcope and end of God> 
proTidenceSi in cafting proi^)erit7 and wesdch upon tliem ^ litdc 
do &CJ think theiir tables are a fiiare, a gin, and a tntp for their 
fouls ; they only, like beafls, mind what k before tfaem^ but 
do not at all underftand tl«e tendency and end of diefe their 
fenfual delights. 

5. Though the hufbandman keep» hir fiore-cattle in fliort 
comnions, yet he intends topreferve them : thefe ftall remain 
with him, wheif the others are driven to* Ae flaughter. ' 

Such a defign of prefenratioti i» carrjied 00 in all thofe oilt ^ 
ward ftraits, wants,, and bardihips which the Lord expofes his 
people to. I confefs, fucb difpenlations, for the pre&nt, are 
▼ery ftumbling and puzzling things, even to gracious and wife 
penbixs.. To fee wicked men, not only exen^ed inna their 
troubles, bur even opprefied with prolperity r to (ee a godlf 
man In wants and ftraits, and a wicked nun h^nre more thafi 
his heart can wi(h, is a cafe that pofes the wiieft Quiftian^tiS 
he confiders the defigns and iflues of both thofe providences^ 
and, then he acquiefces in die wifdom of God ib ordering i% 
PfaL Ixxiii., t^ 14, 18, 21^ 

REFLECTIONS, 

I. Doth my profperity fat me tmfor hetl, ^ ^a« /•• 
;!nd prepare me for the day of ttaughter ? Lit- "^ ^^»w« /^^ 
Ue caute have I then to glory m it, and lift np ^ vouptuous 
my heart upon thefe things. indteed> God '^^^^S* 
hath given (I cannot fay blefled me wftb) a ftdaefr of cieature* 
enjoyments s upon thefe my carnal heart feizetk greedily and 
fiKurely, not at all fufpefting a fnare lying in thrfe things for 
the ruin of my foul. What are aH thefe charmiBg pleafures> 
but fo many rattles to qukt my foul,, whilft its damnation fteals 
infenfibly upon it ? What are all my bufineHes and imploy- 
inents in the world, but fo nxany diverfions from the bufind& 
of life ? There are but two difrerences betwixt me> and the 
pooteft flave the devil hath on earth ; fuch are whipped 00 to 
Dell by outward miferies, and I am coached to hell in a Httte 
more pomp and honour ; thefe will have a lefs^ and I a great- 
er account in the day of reckoning. O that I had ne^er known 
pTO^rity i I am now tumbling in a green pafture, and (hortlj 
Aall be hanging up m the fhambles in hell : tf this be the ben 
Jhrit of my .profperity, if I were taken captive by cruel cambals, 
and fed with the richeft fare, but withal underftood, that the 
defign of it were to fac me up like a beaft for them to feed up- 
on, how little ftomach ihould I have to their dainties ? O my 
fool I it w^e much better for thee to have a (anftified povi?rty. 
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iprkich i$ ^% poruoR of many faints, than aa eii&afing plc^p^ 
f ity* frt *f % XX^ W n»in, thee for ever. 

A ri^A^nUn f6r *• '^'^^ ^f4oo| of my Qod hatfe aiUo^e4 
^.^i.Ta iS ^^ ^ *P«^ CQWnapiis ba^ j his provideaco 
apopr Chriflian. f^^^ ^ f,^^ ^^^ ^ ^^^^^ . ^^^ j ^^ 

and well may be, contented with my prefent ft^e » ^Ctt whieH 
fw«flt<n)s It i»9 <^««: I $lti ofii? of ihr Lord's pr^£eryfl4. ({ow 
mwebbr&Ari^ fKnorCel of bread, aad ^ 4f^gitf of watef 
here wHh W fiipwSteiHJy of glory her^^fior, than a £^ 
I»&]f« giv^n ini and ^ fitting for ch^ wr^th to con^ } Well 
i*Wf the ^^ ftaods thua* bleiT^id b^ God im my prefojEil 
lot ! ThM^H I h^ve but a Utile in bHnd> I have n^ch in hope \ 
my fWfeftI froubic* will ferve ^o fwectpn my future jf»ys i »a4 
|W ferrous of this life will give a, luftrc to the,g^ory of tb^ 
»«iit *, th9l which ifi now hard to fuffer, wiU then be fweel to 
iromrmWf i mf fwg« will tbe» b^ lo^^ r tbwi my groans iiow . 

THOSE heaftfr ^ijch &r tbe ihamblcs are defign'd^ 
In fragrant flow'ry meadows you ftiaU findl* - 
-Where they abouni wiA ddh and plenteous fare, 
Whili^OlbciTs gra;^ ki eommons thin and bare : 
Tbpfe liy^ a ^hoit and pleafant life, but thefe 
Protr^ft tfoeir Uvcs in dry and fliorter feat. 
Thus lives the wioked ; thus they do abound 
WMi earthly glory, and with hcMumi crown'd. 
Theifr lofty heads unto tbe ftare afpire, 
Jijni radiant beams their fiiining brows attire. 
The fktt^ft portion's ferv'd up in their difh j 
Tea, fhey hanie mo^k^ than their own hearts oan wifli. 
Brffplv'd in pkafores, crown*d with buds of May ; 
They, for a time, in chefe ifot paftures play, 
?riflt, dance and leap, like ftoll-ffed beafts j and even 
•Turn up their wanton heels againft the heaven ; 
Not nnderftanding that this pSeAfent life, 
Serves but to 6t th^fn for tbe huteher's kniiis* 
In fragrant nleads they tumbling ane to-«day^ 
To-morrow to the flaughter Jed away. 
Their pieafui^e's gone, and vaniOi like a hubUe, 
'Which makes their future tormentson them doublev, 
Mean while God'^ little flock is poor and fean, 
Becatffe the Lord *d ne*er intenij or mean 
This for thdr portion i and fcefides doth know 
71^^ ^« F^^ beft, where flkoneft graft dockgmp* 
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Cl||^tlt|!i,|>porflpckialthoj4ghyQurfe^^^ * : ' 

Yet h«ie is fooijeijiing to take coiirfqrt in : , 

Tbu. Here fe^urpiy fipcd, 31)4 0^4 Wt fe^ar, 

T[1i' infewiai feutchcf can't approach you here. 

'TIS fomewfeat that ; but, ph 1 vhich for tranft§o49> 

Tour gtarious flxepherd's coming, lyho intend^ . 

To lead pu iiepu;^ i|^o that ffagraiit hill, 

"Whfre, i^!t;h green paftuyqs, he hi? flocks will fiU 5 

Or whicb W ftom celefti^ caiiQaients po^ra 

Tlie fw:e«teft 4^^.s, %nd cox^urx, gracious £hoW'f$S 

^ong whofe bt^ks rivers of pleafures Aide % 

There bi3 bk&'d flopk^ for ever (hall ajiidc. 

O cuty ^ot the wjrldUtfgs prcfcnt joy^, : - 

Wbii:h to y<Hir futurp mercies are bjit toys : . 

TJbdr pafture uqw isgreep, ypur's dry and bum'4> 

But tben ibe feene i^ cb|M>g'd, the tables turn'^. 

CHAP. V. 

Upon the Hu(bandman*$. Care for poftcrity. ' 

Caod ht^anis labour for fofierity ; • 
25? after-ages faints mufi have an eye* 

OBSERVATION. , ' 

PRovldent and careful fauibandmen do not ^only labour to 
|iip})Jy .their own neceffiti^s, .while living) butky up 
fomething for their ppfterity when they are gone : they do AOt 
only leave to their children what their progcnitow left them, 
but they defire to leave it improved an4 bette^'cd* None but 
l>ad Iiuibands and fpend-tbrifts are of the mind with that hea*^ 
liien emperor Tiberius, who having put all into fuc|i confiifions 
in the empire, that it might be thought the world would end 
widr him *9 yet pleafed- faimfelf with this apprehenfion, That he 
ftould Jbie out jof the reach of it $ and would ofren fay. When I 
am dead, let heaven and earth mingle ; if the w;orld will but 
Hold my time, let it break when I am gone. Sut provident 
m&L kx^E beyond thdr own time, and do very much concer|i 
themidires in ^he good or evil of their pofterity. ; 

AP PL I C A TI O N. , 

X^'F ^^"^ careful husbands do, with re%e£t to the pro* 

•VV ^i^Qi^ they make for their cbildrehr that all prudeiif 

€%rimans are bound to do, with refpe£i: to the truths commii:-- 

led to them, and by dieni to Jbb tranlmit^ ta fuce^eding fiuAt«« 
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In tliefirft ages of the worldi even till the Ixw vnspvem^^nSk'*' 
fnl men were inftead of books and records ', they did, by oral 
tradition, convey the truths of God ti>pofterity : bat fiircc the 
{acred truth hath been cohfigned t9 writings na fucb tradition 
(except full confentient with that writtcn:wofd) i* to be receiv- 
ed as authentic f but the trtiths therein delivered to the faints, 
are, by verbal declarations y open confeffionSf 'a»d conilanty?/;^- 
feringSy to b^ prefervcd and delivered from age to age. This 
was the conftant care of Ae whole cloud of wiineffizisy both an- 
dent and moderny who have kept the vrxxA of God's patience,^ 
and would not accept their ow»Uve8,< liberties, or eftates, no, 
nor the whole worH in exchange for that invaluable treafure 
of truth : they have careftdly pra&iied Solomon's eouafid^ Prov. ' 
sxiii. 23. '* Buy the truth, but fell it not ;^ they wawdd not a- 
lienate that feir inheritance fbr all the inheritaaces on earth. 
Upon the fame reaions that you refttfe to part vndi, or im^ 
bezzle youc eftates,, Chriftiansalfarefufeto part widi the tnuBs;- 
«f God. V 

I . You wis not wade or aGenate pur Inheritance^ Wcauie 
it is precious,»and of ^leat value in your eyes ; but much moie 
precious'are God's truths to his peopte. 'Luther prctfefled, he 
would not take the whole lusrji for one leaf of Ma Bible* 
Though fome pro&ne perfons may lay with Pilate, What t$ 
ttttth f Yet Ifewow, that any one truth of Ae gofpel. is mcwc 
worth than aU the inhe£itances> upon earth \, they sure the great 
^mg»o£God^»kw> and he that feUs them for the greatefi: 
things in this- woorldy makes- a &«]r tt»doing bargain^^ 

2 • Ydtt will not wafle or pai?t iritk yd^r inberilanee,^ becanfe 
you kn€<w your pofterity urill be much wronged by it. They 
that baffle Or drink away an eftate, drink the tetu^ of their faA 
^idows, and the very blood of their imppverilhed children. The 
people of God do aifo confider, how miK:6 the gpnetations to» 
come are concerned in the confervattbn of the truths of Gdc^ 
fer them: It cuts^ them to the heart, but to think that their 
I. children fhoitld be brought up to worihip dumb iddk, and fall 
down before a wooden and breaden God* \ The very birds and 
beads will expoiie their a'wn bodies to apparent danger of dead^ 
to prefer ve theif youngs Religion doth ^ much n^oni Render 
the hearts and bowels than nature doth. 

3. You reckon it a foul difgrace to feB your fStite$f and be- 
come bankrupts ; it is a word that bears ill among you s and a 
Chriftian accounts it the higheft reproach in the world,, to be as 
trmtor to, or an'apoftate from the truths of God-. When 'Ac 
jpr imitive fiua t$ wdDjI'ftdftly f^^cpired to deliver up theit Bihftsu 
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HkoTe dnt did fo^ wore juftly branded, and huflied out of their 
companyt under the odious tide of ticaditoresy or deliverers. . 

4* Tou are fo loath to part with your eftates, becaufe yott 
know it ishardrecovertng aa eftate again, when once you have 
loft it. ChrMiaiis do aUb know;, how difficult it will be foe 
the people of God, ia times to come, to recover t^ Mght (tf 
die gofpel agata, if once it be extinguifhed. There is no truth 
.<9f God recovered out of anttchrift's hands, without great wreft*. 
lings, and much blood. The church may call every point af 
reformed doctrine and difcipHne fo recovered, her Naphta|ie8 s 
{for with gKZt wreftCngs ihe hath wreftled for them ; *^ earneftly 
^< contending for the £uth once delivered to . them," Judr3» 
. 5. To conclude ; rather than you will part with your eftates^ 
jrouwiU chufe to fu&r many wants and hardihips all youc 
lives ; you will f^re hard, aed go baie, to preferve wrbat yoo 
have for your pofterity 2 bit the people of God have put them* 
^(elves upon far grraiter ihardfiiips tihaa thefe to ^e&nre kruth.^ 
they haire chpfen to fitjBFer reproaches, poverty, prifons, xleath^' 
andth^ mol^ -cruel torments, rather than the lof^ of God's trutht 
all the martyzolo^es wili inform you what their fufFerings 
have beefif to keep the word of God'« patience ; they have bold« 
ly told their enemies, that they might pluck their hearts out o£ 
their bodi^ but iboidd ficver jiiuok she trxdhout of their 
hearts. 

REFLECTIONS- 

1. Bafc UjAdieving heart 1 How have I ArefleHion fcr 
4linched ittid funk from truth, when it hath cowardly and, 
heen in danger ? I have rather chofen to leave faint-hearted . 
it, than my life, liberty or eftate, as a prey to profejfars. 

the enemy. 1 have Idt truth, and jiUl it is 
that the God of truth Aoidd leavp me. Cowardly foul! that 
durft not make a ftand for the truth ; yea, rather bold and 
daring foul ! thaet would rather venttire to look a wrathful God^ 
than an angry ma^ in the face. I would not own and prer 
ferve the {truth, anddbe God of trath will not own me ; a Tim. 
i i . i 2 . ** If we deny him, he will deny sus." 

2 . Lord I unto me haft thou comnaitted the A reflexion fcf^ 
precious treafure and truft of truths anda$I fuck ,as fttffer 
received it, fo do I defire to deliver it to the ge- far truth. . 
nerations to come, that the people which are 

yet unborn my praife the Lord. God iiwrbid I (hould never' 
i*art with fuch a fair inheritance, and thereby beggar my'Qwn 
trod thouiand^ of fouls ! Thpu haft given me thy truth* and th^ ' 

Bba 
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^rM fastces me ^ I well ki^ow th;ct it is the groithA 6f the (^a^ 
reh Would I bat throw truth over the walb^ how fooo 
^ould a refireat be fotinded to aH perfecntors ? Bot, Lord, thy 
truth is invaluably precious.- What 'a vile thiiig is my Uo<mH 
eoknpared with the leaft of all thy truths ? Thou baft chm'g;ed 
ine not to fell it \ and, in thy ftreitgth j I refolvt irevbr tt> piA 
a fine, and cut off that golden line, whereby thy truths are eif-^ 
tailed upon thy people from generation' to generatroit : nJy 
}nends may go, my liberty go, my blodd thij go jf but aft foi 
thee, precious truths thou (halt* never go. 

- 3. How dear hath this inhemanee df tru^ 

. A rkfliftibfi coftfomeCHriftians? Howlittteharfiitcoftiisf 

farfuch asare We are entered into their labours j \^e reap 

ht qtiiet p^ffef- in peace, what they fowcd ih tears, yea,' in 

fanoftrath. blood. O the grievou^ fuffferitigs tbatthejF 

chofe to endure \ Rather tham tb tteprivc tis of 
foch ah inheritance, thofe noble foiiis, heated. with rite love of 
drifts and care for our fouls, made many boM smd biai^e ad- 
ventures for it ; and yet at what a low rate Sd We value What 
coft them fo dear ? Like young heirs, that never knew the 
retting of ian eftate, we fpend it freely. Lord, Help tJS thank- 
nilly and diligently to improve thy truths, while we are Id quiet 
pbffeffion of them. Such intervals of peace arid teft anre ufoaliy 
of no long continuance with thy people. 
The POEM* 
• A Public fpirit fcoms to plaht no toot 
/^ But fuch from which himfelf may gather ftuh, 
lor thus he rcafons, If I reap the gains 
Of laborious predeceflbrs pains, ' 

How equal is it, that poftcrity. 
Should reap the fruits of prefent induftry ? ' 
Should every age but fervc it's turn, arid take 
No thought for future times, it-foon will make 
A bankrupt world) and fo ehtail a curfe - 
From age to age, as it grows worfe and wdrfe.. 
Our Chriftian predeceffors baifefu! thus 
Have been to leave an licritage to us. 
Chr ift*s precioDis truth confervcd in their bl6od> 
For no lefs price thofe truths our fathers ftboS. 
They have tranfmittcd, wtstild not alienate 
Tf om us, their chiMreh, fuch a fair eftate. 
We eat what they did fet : and fhall tnith fail 
Vk our day^? ShadI we cut ofF th' entaal» 
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Give future age^ caufe to hat^, and curfe 

Our memories i Like Naboth^ may this age 

Fart with dieir blood fbdtteif tintn heritage. 

I*ct pity move tisi' let tfs thittfc upofi 

0ttr childrefiS fotil, Wheri y^e af-e detid and gc*fe : 

Shall theyii^^or fodlsy in d^rkhefs ^ro^e> ^heii wi{ 

Put out the H^i by ^hich they tlfc might fct 

The way to glory ? Yea^ mln^s worfe, ffliill it 

'B^ faid in time to come, Chrift did commit ' 

A fytfeciottd ti-eafufei piirchasM bf hilt blood, \ 

To us, for durs, arid for o'Ur ehildtchaf gdd'd I I 

But #ei like cot^rds,^ falfe^ {^drfidious m^H, 

l^or cartial eafe loft it, diiriblves', aiid th^tn. 

O Iti us ieavt, to after ages, more 

Than wfe received flroni all th^ v^ciit. before i 

That thofe to coiti^^ nlay \At& the Lord, and kel^ 

Our ha2i^8 aUtes #ben ^e in duft OmU fleep. 

C H A P. VI. 

^TJpowthe Huftandman's Cafe to prove and prefeirvehis DcidSJ 

Deeds for yatir lands you frove^ and keep nuith care / 
thai for heaven ytni but as careful were ! 

6 B S E R V A T I dN^ 
"W'W TE generally find men ire not more eareful in trying 
. YV 8*^^^' ^ ^" keeping it, than they are in examining 
^eir deeds^ tmd prefervihg them : thefe are virtually their 
whole eftate, and therefore it concerns them to be careful of 
tfiem : if they fui^)e£i,dflaw in their leafe or deed, they repair 
to the ableft counfel^ fubmit it to his judgment, make the worft 
of their caufe, aild query about all the iuppofeable dmger 
with.hiin* ^ If he tell them their cafe is fufpicious and hazard<r 
Ous, how much are they perplexed and troubled ? They can 
Qeitfaer erft^ drinks or fieep in peace, 'till tfi'ey have a good 
fettleknent \ and willing they are to be at much eoft and paint 

toobtainit. 

APPLICATION. 

rIpHESE earcB and fears with which you are peipleted ih 
f. fucb cafes^ may give you a little glimpfe of thofe trqublet 
of ibttli with which th«s people of God are perplexed about 
their etenud ccmdition \ whic^, perhaps^ you have.been hitherto 
imac%uj^alie4 witfai UA theitfore flij^hted tfaeni» as £ani:ie8\wd 
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whimfies : I fay, your own fears and troubles, if ever you -^mcic 
engaged by a cunning, and powerful adverfary in a lanr- 
fiut for your eftatcy may give you a little glimpfe of fpiritual 
troubles i and indeed it is no more but a glimpfe of it : for^ 
as the lo& of an earthly^ though jEair, inheritance, is but a 
trifle to die k>& of Gc^ and the foul to eternity; fo yiou 
oomoc but imagine, that die cares, fears, and iblicitudes of 
fimls about thefe things, are much, very much beyond yours. 
Let us comp^ the cafes, and fee how they anfwer to eaich 
ether* 

S. You have evidences for your eftates, and by then^ yon 
hold what you have in the world: They alfo have evidentes 
Hbt their eftate i^ Chctft, and glory to come; ihey hold all in 
^pite^ by virtue of dieir intermarriage widi Jeius Chrift ; they 
come to be inibted in that dorious inheritance contained in 
the covenant of grace. You nave their telmre in that fcripture, 
I Cor. iii. ai, 23^ "All is yours, for ye are Chrift's, andQififi: 
^ is God^s." Faith unites them to him, and after they believe^ 
they are fealed by the Spirit of prpmife^ Eph. i. 13. They can 
lay claim to no promife npop any odier ground ; this is their 
tide t9 all that they own as tiieirs. 

a. It often falls out, that after die feding and executing of 
four dieeds, or teafes, an i»lverfary findb fome dubious Baufe 
tnthem, and thereupon comme^es. a futt of law widi you. 
Thus it frequently falls out with the people of God, who after 
dieir believing and feeding time, have doubts and fcruples raifed 
Hi them about their tide. Nothing is more common, than for 
the devil, and dieir own unbelief, to fbrt c^ntroverfies, and 
raifeffarongobjedions againft their ihterefl in Chrifl, and the* 
covenant of pmmifos. Thefe are cunning and potent adver- 
faries, and do maintain long debates with the gracious foul, and 
xeafon fo cunningly and fophifttcally with it, * that it can by no 
means extricate and fatisfy itfelf ; always alledging, that their; 
tide is worth nodiing, which they, poor fouls, are but too 
apt to fufpeft. ' - 

3 4 All the whiie that fcXuitctf law is depending about your 
tide, you have but litde comfort, or benefit, from your eftate ; 
you cannot look upon it as your own^ nor layout -moneys in 
building or dref&ng, for lear you iho^d lofe ^1 at lafL Juft 
thus ftands the cafe with doubting Chriftisms ; they have little 
comfort from the'moft comfortable promifes, little benefit from 
the fweetefl duties, and ordinances: They put off their own 
comforts, and fay, if we wer6 furc that all^s were ours, 
W8 wsottld then rejoice in them ; But,- alasl. our utk is tJabr^ 
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ous : CSurift is z precxDus Chrift ; the promifes are coiiiibr« 
table things \ but what, if they be Aone of ours ? Ah ! how 
little ddth die doubting Chriftian make of his large and rich 
inheritance? 

4. You dare not tmft your own judgments in fiich ta&M^ 
hut ftate your cafe to fuch a* are learned in tKe lawsy and are 
willing to get the ableft counfd you can to adviie you. So are peoc 
doubting Cfariftians^ they canry their cafes £rom Qhrifiian 10 

, Cbriftian, and from miniiler to minifter, with fuch rcfueikaa 
thefe ; Fray tell me» what do you thiidc of ny coadirii|ttf 
Deal plainly and faithfully with me^ thefe be my grounds of ^ 
' doubting) and thefe my grounds of hope. O hi<& nodiini^ 
from me i And if they all agree that their cafe is goody yet 
they cannot be latisfied 'till God fay £0 too> and confirm the 
word of his fervants.; and therefore they carry the cafeoftea 
before him in fuch words as tbofe, Pfidm txvuu 23, 24. 

. <^ Search me, O God, and know my heart } try me» apd know 
^ my thoughts^ and fee if diere be any wicked way inme*" 

5. You have tittle qcnpt in yoin- fpirits» till the ca& berelblv«^ 
ed ; your meat and dnal^doth you little good \ you cannot 
deep in the night, becaufe theOe tioid>led thoughts are.ever re* 
turning upon you, wkatif I (houldbetumedottt of allat laft? 

- Sq it is with gracious fottb; tkeii eyes are heU waking in the 
night, by reafbn of the troubles of their b^rts» P(abn Ixxvii* 
4* Such fears as thefe are frequendj rctumii^ u|iod their 
hearts, what if I ihould be found a fe)t-di?ceffver at laft ? What 
if I but hug a phantafm inilead of Chrift ? How can- tUsf or 
that, confift with grace ? Their meat and drink doth ^ens 
little gcx>d: their bodies are often macerated by the troubles 
nf their fools* 

6* You will not make the bcfkof your condition, when yon 
ibte your cafe to a £ucbjEul coui^tfeUor; neither will they, out 
oftentimes (poor penfiwJbuls) they make it much w^Qe than 
indeed it is ; charge themfclves with that which God never 
charged them with ; though this be neither their wifdom, nor 
their duty; hut th^ fears oi mifcarrying make them fufpe£^ 
firaud in all ;hey do or have. 

7. Laftly, when your title is cleared, your hearts are caf- 
ed; yea, not only eaJed, but overjoyec^.; though not in that 
degree, nor with the fame kind of joy that the hearts of chrif- 
tians are overflowed, when the Lord fpeaks peace to their 
fouls. O w^come.the fweet morning light, afi^r a tedious^ 
night 9f darknefs^ now they can eat their bread with comfort^ 
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ind drink their wine, yea, if it be but watpr, vifb i m^fty 

}iean»£€clef.iz. 7. 

REFLECTipNS. 
•u O how hath my fpirit been toSci and hwr 
yb^x^ell^ ried, when I have met with trouihles and f:la« 
Jbm'sr^hc' moara about my eftate I But as for fpdritual trou* 
tia»: HtSf and tbofe foul peEplexing cafes, that Chrif? 

i tsans fpcak of, I underAand h^t little of them. I 

sever c^Hed my cverlafling ftate in queition, nor broke ^21 
Kour'fi -fleep ^pon any fuch account* Ah, my fiipise and 
careleft fogi 4 little haft thou regarded how matters fta;nd in 
i;|£BreBce to eternity I I have ftrongly conceited^ but^ever 
d^qrougblf examined the validity of my title to Chrift, and ht$ 
psomifes-} nor am I able to tell, if my awn coodCcieaee &Qjuld 
demand, whereupon my claim is grounded. 
. O jny ibul 1 why art thou fo unwilling to examine how 
tiaatterS'ftand betwixt God and thee ? Art th«u afraid to look 
into thj conation, left by finding thine hypocrify, tl^on ftouldft- 
lofeitby|>eace, or ratsber, tby^<^<^V^^7 ^ T^ ^^^ purpo& Mrill 
it be to flu\t thine eyes againft .the ligl^ of convidion, un)e(& 
diou couldft alfo fine out a way to prevent thy. condemnation ? 
Thouieeftodier fouls,. how attentivdy they wait under the 
word,* for atw thing that may fpeak to their condition. Doubt- 
lefs thou haft beaid, liow frequently and ferioufly .they have 
ftated their condition, and opened their cafes to the miniftets 
of Chrift. But thou, O my foul ! haft no fuch cafes to put, 
no doubts to>be reiblved ; thou wilt leave all to the deciiion of 
the great day, and not trouble thyfdf about, it now. V(eH^ 
God .will decide it ; but little to thy comfort- 

The doubting rQvPs ^' ^ '^^^^ ^^^^^ ^^^ *^°^ ^^^ "'^^^ 
reiie^' perplexed by litigious, adyerfaries ; but I 

' 'y^ y • belkve none liave been fo. toft with .fears, 

and diftrafled with doubts, asl li^ave been about thp ftate of my ' 
Jbul. Lord, what ihall I do ? Ibave often carried my doubts 
and icruples to thine ordinances, waiting 6>r iatisfa&ion to be 
i^ficJc^n there. I \a»t carried them to thdfe I have judged ikil- 
ful and faithful, begging their refolutipn and help, hut nothing 
will ftick. £^ill my fears are daily reneved. O my God, do 
thou decide my cafe ! . tell me how theftate ftandsiietwixt thee 
and me \ my days confttn\e in trouUe, lean neither do nor en* 
joy any good, whilft things are thus with me ; all my earthly 
enjoyments are dry and uncomfortable things ; yea, which is 
mudi worfe, all my duties and thine ordinances, pixureibtgok 
by teafon of the troubles of my heart : I am no onwnent to 
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imypfofeifioii} nay, laifi a difcouragement and ftumbGng-block 
to others. *'I will hearken and hear what God the Lord will 
*< fpeak:" Othat it mig;htbe peace! If thoiido not fpeakit, none 
can \ and .when thou doft,* keep thy fervant from returning a» 
gain to folly, ' left I make frefli w6rk for an accufing confciencCy 
and give new matter to the adv^rfary of my foul. 

3. But thou, my foul^ enjoyeft adouble mer* Thf ajfured 
cy from thy bountiful God, who hath not only ChriJUan^srt" 
given thee a found tkle, but allb the clear evi- JUBim. 
dend^ and knowledge therfet)f. I am gathering, 
and daily feeding upon the full-ripe fruits of aflurance, which 
grow Uf on the top boughs <^ faith ; whilft many of my popr 
brethren drink their own tears, and have theif teeth broken 
with gravel ftones*. Lord, t\i6u haft fet ray foul upon her high- 
places ; but let me not exalt myfelf, becaufe thou haft exalted 
me, nor grow Wanton, becaufe I walk at liberty ; left for the 
abufeDf fttcfa precious liberty, thou dap my old diains upon 
me, and fhut up my foul again in prifoo. 
The P O^ M. 

ME N can't be quiet till they be affur'd 
That their eftiatc is good, and well fecur'd. 

To able-counfel thev their deeds fubmit, 

Intreadng theiri with caret* examine it : 

Fesuring fome lelaufe anencrfiy may wreft, 

Or find a flaw, whereby he may diveft 

Them, and their children.. O who can but fee ^ 

How wife men in their generation, be ! 
but do they equal cares an^ fears expre& 
About their everlafting happinefe i 
In fpiritual things 'twould grieve one's heart to fee 
What carelefs fcols thefc careful mjcn can be. 
They zQt like men of common fenfe bereaven j 
Secure their lands, and they'll truft God for heavem 
How many cafes have you to fubmit 
To lawyers judgments r Miiiifters may fit 
From week to week, and ye:t not fee the fac^ 
Of one that brings a fpul -concerning cafe. 
Yea, which is worfe, how feldom do you cry 
To God for counfel ? Or beg him to try ^ 

Tour hearts, an^ ftridfceft inquifition make 
Into your ftate, difcover your miftake ? 

O fiupid fouls ! clouded with ignorance. 

Is Chrift and heaven no fair inheritance, " 4 

Vol. VI. C c 
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CompatM trith yours ? Or is eternity 
A ihorter term than yoars» that you fliould ply 
The one fo clofe, and totally ncglcfi 
The other, as not worth your Icaft refpefi. 
Perhaps the devil, whofe plotffom you's conceal'djt 
Perfuades your title's good, and fir?nly feal'd 
By God's own Spirit \ though you never fouftd 
One z€t of faving grace to lay a ground 
For that ^rfuafion. Soul, he hath thee faft, 
Tho" hell not let thee know it till the laft. 

Lord, waken finnersy make tl^em underftand, 

TTwixt thee and them, how rawly matters ftand : 

Give them no quiet reft u3itil they fee 

Their ibuls fecur^d better than lands can ,be. 

Occatfioaal Meditations upon Birds, Beafts^ 
1 rces. Flowers, Rivers, ^nd other. Objeds. 

MEDITATIONS on BIRDS. 

MEDITATON L , 

^ Upon the Jinging rf a nightingale. 

WH O that hears fuch Tarions, ravilhing, and exquiCAr 
mielody, would imaeine the bird that makes it, to be of 
fo fmall and contemptible a body atid feather ? Her charming 
vdicc engaged not orfly mine attenifte car, but my feet alfo td 
make a nearer approach to that ihady bufii in which that excel' 
lent mufickn fat f eifed \ and the hearer I came, the fweeter 
the melody ft:ll feemed to be; but when I had defcried the 
bird herfelf, and found her to be little bigger, and no better 
feathered than a fparrow, it gave my thoughts the occafion of 
this following application* 

This bird ieems to me the lively tmblem of Hhe formal hy- 
pocrite 'i (i •) In ^hat ilie is more in feund than fubftance, a loud 
and excellent voice, but a little defpicable body \ and it recalled 
to hiy thoughts the ftory of Plutarch, who hearing a nightin* 

fale, defired to have one killed to feed upon, not queftioning 
lit flie would pleafe thie palate as well as the ear; but when 
the nightingale was brought him, and he faw what a poor little 
creature it was. Truly, faid he, thou art vox etpraeterea mhkl^ 
» mere voice, and nothing elfc ; fo is the hypocrite : did ajnaa 
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bear him fometimes in more public duties and difoourfbsy 0> 
^nks he, what an excellent man is this ! what a choice andt 
rare fpirit i§ he c^! but follow him home» obferve him in lu» 
private converfation and retirements, and tben you will judge 
Plutarch's note as applicable to him as the nighxingale. (2-) 
This bird isobferved to charm moil fweetly, and fet her fpirit$' 
all on work, when flie perceives fee hath engaged attention 1 
fo doth jthe hypocrite, who lives and feeds upon the applaufc 
and commendation of hifr admirers, and cares little, for any of 
thofe duties wich bring in no returns of priiife from men : he 
is little pleafed with a Glent melody and private pleafure be* 
twixt God and his own foul. 

Scire tuum nikUeft nifi te fcire he fciat alter. \ 

Alas / his knowledge is not worth a pin^ * y 

If he proclaim not what Jje hath within. 

He is more for the theatre than the dofet ; and of fuchChrift 
faith, « Verily iheyjiave their reward/' (3.) •Naturalifts ob- 
ferve the nightingale to be an ambitious bird, that cannot endure 
to be outvied by any : &e will rather chufe to die than be ex- 
celled \ a notable inftance whereof we have in the following 
pleaiant poem, tranflated out oi Starda> concerning the nigh^ 
tingale and a lutanift. 

Now the declining fun (fid downward bend 
tiom higher heavens, and from his looks did fend 

A milder flame, when near to Tyber's flow, 

A lutanift allayed his careful woe 

With founding charms ; and in a greeny feat 

Of fliady oak, took ihclter from the heat ; 

A nightingale overheard him, that did ufe 

^o fojoum in the neighbour groves, the mufe 

That ffll'd the place, the fyrene of the wood 

(Poor harmlefs fyrene \) ftealing near, ihe ftood 

Clofe lurking in the leaves, attentively ' 

Recording that unwonted melody : 

She cbnn'd it 10 herfelf ; and every ftrain 

His fingers pla/d, her throat retum'd again-* 

The lutanift perceived an anfwer fent 

From th* imitating bird, and was content 

To Ihcw her play more fully : then in haftp 

He tries his lute, and giving her ^ tafte 

Of the enfuing quarrel, nimbly beats 

09^ all his firings : as nimbly ihe repeats ; 

Q c % 
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And wildly raging o'er a tbouiand keys^ 
Sounds a mrilf warning of her after-lays : V 
With rolling hand the lutaiUft then plies. 
The trembling threads, Ibmetimes in fconiiul .vife. 
He bniflic^ down Ac ftrings, and ftiikes them all, 
\yith one even ftrbkej then tak^ the^ibycxal, . 
And culls t^eni o'er ag^n \ his fparkling joinjb^ .. , . 

With bufy difcapj minciBg on the points, . : f ,. 

Beach back again with niinble toudu then ftajs :t 
The bird replies, and art with art repays^. , . ... 
Sometimes as ope un^xpert, andin dwbt, . .. . 
How (he might wield her voice, flic drawjCthjQU^ : . 
Her tone at large, a^d dioth ^t firft prepare . . . 
A folemn ftrain, not wear'd with winding air, 

. But with an equal pitch, and c6nl|ant t})roat, ^ 
!^^kes clear the paflage for her gilding note \ 
Then cro& 4iytfion (Everfty jSipplays^ • • i ) : 
And loudiy charting out her. quicke^ lays, : . > > 
Poifes the found, and, with a quivering vqicc, 
]fall8 back again* . He wondriag how .fo pbokCj^ 
Sp various harmony could iflfue out 
From fuch a little throat, doth go about . . ; - 
Some harder leflbns, and with wond'rous.art, . : ; 
Changing the firings, dqth up the treble dairt, . ; . 
And downward fmite thebafe, irith painful, ^k«^ 
He beats ; and as the trumpet doth provoke , , • , 
Sluggards to fight, even fo his wanton (kill 
With" mingled difcord Joins thehoarfe and (hrifl*. 
The bird this alfo tunes ; and whilft (he cuts 
Sha^ notes with melting voice, and mingled, ^.uj^ 
Mearares of middle found, then faddenly v . < ; 
She thunders deep, and jugs it inwardly ... t . • . 
With gentle miirmur, clear and dull. fheGngfr: ' 
By courfe^ as when the martial .warning rings., . 
Believ'ttheminftrel blu{ht,.vith angry; mood^ . 
Inflam'd (quoth he) thpu chantrcfe of the^^wood,, 
Either from the^ FU bear the prize away, , .. • 
Or vanquifli'd, break my lute without delay. 
ITmimitablc accents then he ftrains, 
His hand flies on the ftrings j in one he chaii^fi^.. 
Far different numbers, chafing hejre ai>d thejre>, . . 
And all the firings he labours every where } 
Both flat aiid fharp he flrikes,.and (lately gr^TO. . j 

^% Q proudcj; llrain\ and bai^kiv^rd as he goes 



The M^wenfy UJe ff Earthfy TKngt. ao5 

PouUy diTideSji dn4 clofing up his lays 
Jikc'afuUdioir, afhiver^ng confort plays: , . ^ , 
Then paufing> Rood in cxpc&ation 
0£his eo-rivy,' norMdurit anf*«r onv 
Butlhe, wlien pfa&ii^'lmgter throatliadtrfaetv ' 
Enduring not Jta yield, at once doth fet - ► i : 

Her fpirits all to yf^kf »«<* all in vain i • 
For whilft (He laboul^ to exprcfe.'iigain. 
With nature's fimpk vbipe, fuch divers keys. 
With Sender pipes fueh 1^ flOtes*a*ithefe. » ' 
0'enxiatch'd«mth4iigbdefi|«k$V^erftiatcb'<t WttlFvrdei ' 
Tuft atvi^e Jaft eucounlQr of her foe, 
She faintfti ihe dies, falls on his inftrum«it 
Th^tconqucr'dhiy, a String monument. • ' 

So far even little fouW are driven on, 
Struck with a virtuous emulation* 

And €ven as far are hypocrites driven on by their ambitioii 
and pride,- which is the fpur thzt provokes. thoB in .dieir teU* 
gioos duties. .-. ■ : ^ \ 

ME DIT; IL 

lff(»i fie Jigh$ rf mmy fn^H birds chirping ahut a 4edd 

hawkr ' • 

M Earing a who}e choir of birds chirping and twinkling to-* 
gether, it engaged my curiofity a little to enquire into 
cafion.of that convocation,. Diduch mine eye quickly in* 
formed meisf^ fori perceived a dead hawk in the buffa, ^hout 
which they madeiuch aaoife, ieeming^to triumph' at the death 
of their enemy ; and I could not blame them to fing his knell» 
who, like a Canibal, was wont to feed upon their living bodies, 
clearing them limb froip limb, and fearing them with hisfrieht^ 
ful s^pearance. . This bird,- which living. was £>-' formidtfbleti' 
being dead^thepooreft wrea or ^tm^nfe fears not fochirp or 
hop over* "X^is brings, to my thoughts^ t^ bafe and- igaebto' 
end^ of thq^greatcft tyxamsi; and greedy iogroflers df the worlds- 
of whom (whilft living) men were ipore afraidj than birds^s^ 
l^awk, but dead, becime obje£b.of contempt and fcord. He- 
death of fuch. tyrants is Jboth inglorious and unlamented i- 
« When the. wickeiperiflir there is ihoutii^g,^ Prov. xi. io« 
Which wa» exemplil^ to the life, at the death of Nero, of 
wW>m the poet thus fingSN; ^ . .. . 

Ctmm^fcrudikmrapmjffit/ava'Nermeni^ 
(^(Miki^muk^ilmp!magitaffhjoc^t^' • 
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When crud N^ro dyM, th* hiftorian tells, 

How Rome did mourn with bonefires, play8> and bells. 

Remarkal:^ for contempt and ihame have the ends of many 
Uoody tyrants i)een. So Pompey the greats of whom Claudl* 
an the poet fings^ 

Nudus pdfcit avet^jatet en qui pojfidet ^rbem 
Exigua telluris inoff 

Birds eat hi? fleib. I^, now he cannot haye, 
Who rul'd ik^ world^ a fpace to n»ake a grave. 

The like is ftoried of Alexander the Great, who laytmburia* 
Airty days; and WiMiam Ae Conqueror, with many other iiich 
birds of prey : whilft a beneficial and holy life is ufually dofcd 
up in an honourable and much lamented de2tfh. 

For mine own part^ I wiflil may fe order my oJinrcfferion in 
the world, that I may live, when I ani dead^ in thera£s£Hons 
of the beft, and leave an honourable teftimony in thecolifcten« 
ces of the worft; that I may oppre& none, do gpod to aU, an4 
fay, when I die, as good Ambrofe did, I am peither afhaxne4. 
to livCff nor afraid to die. 

M E D J T. in. 

tjpon the fight cf a blackbird taking fim^uary in a hujbfr^ms 
purfuing hawk. 

WHEN I faw how hardly the poor bird was put tx> it to 
fave herfdf fipom her enemy, who hovered juft over 
fhe buQi in which ihe was fluttering andfqueaking, I could not 
but haften to relieve her, (pity and fuccouf beine a due debt to 
thediftrefTed which, when I had done, the Bird would not 
depart from the buih, though her enemy were gone ; this aA 
of kindnefe was abijiidailtiy repaid by thit molitation, with 
which I returned to my walk ; my foul, like diis bird, vras 
4^Qce.di(b'efied, purtued, yea, feized by Satan, who had certain- 
ly made ^ prey of itj had not Jefus Chrift been a fan^iiiary to 
it in that hour of danger* How ready did I find him to re- 
ceive my poor foul into his protcftion ? Ilien 3id he make 
good that fweet promife to my experience, thofe that come 
, ijnto me, i will in no wife caft out. It called to mind that 
pretty and pertinent ftory of the philofopher, who walking in 
the fields, a bird, purfued by a hawk, fltw inoo his bofom \ 
he took her out, and iaid, < FoQr bird, I will nidtber wrong 
/ the^ ncg: cypofe thee to thine enemy, finpe tfeou qj^mcft tQ 
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iie -for refuge. Satender> and mors than £>» is the Lord 
jfefusto (tiftrefled Ibub tbatome onto bim. Blefled Jelusl 
^ow (bould I love and praife thee, glorify and admire thee, for 
that great Ovation thou haft wrought for me ? If this bird had 
fallen it&to the claws of her enemy « ihe had been torn to pieces, 
indeed, and devoured, but theft a few minutes had difp^tched 
her ; and ended all her p^n and mifery : but had my foul fal« 
len into the hand of Satan, there had been no end of its mife* 

Would not this feared birdbeflulbed outofthebuih that 
fecured her, though I had chafed away her enemy ? And wilt 
thou, O my foul, ever be enticed or feared from Chrift thy * 
Kfuge ? O let this for ever engage thee to keep dofe to Chrift, 
and make me £iy, with £:Qra, <^ And now, O Lord^ fince thou 
<< haft given me fuch a deliverance as this, fliould I again break 
*^ thy commandments 1'' 

M E D I T. IV- 

Vpon theftghi (f divers goldfinches tntermingHng Vfith a Jbck 
offp^rr(nDS> 

MEtbinks thefe birds do fitly rciemble the gaudy courtiers, 
and the plain peafants •, how fpruce and richly adorited 
with (hining and various cdoured feathers (like fcarlet, richly 
laid with gold and &lver lace) are thofe i How plainly dad, in 
a home fpun country ruifet are thefe ? Fine feathers (faith 
pur proverb) make proud birds ; and yet the feathers of the 
fparrow areasufeful and beneficial, both for warmdi and flight, 
though not fo gay and ornamental, as the others \ and if both 
were ftript out of their feathers, the fparfow would prove the 
better bird of the two : by which I fee, that the greateft worth 
doth not always lie under the fineft cloaths i And befides, God 
Can make mean and homdy garments as ufeful and beneficial 
to poor and defpifed Chriftians, as the ruffling and ihining ^ar^ 
ments.of wanton gallants are to them : and when God fhaH 
ftrip men out of all external excellencies, thefe will be found to 
excel their glittering neighbours in true worth and exceUency . 
Lktle would a man think fuch rich treafures of grace, wi£. 
dbm, humility^ 6c. lay under fome, rufiet coats. 

Sa^pefiA attriia latitat fapientia vejle. . 

♦ Under poor garments more true worth may be 
Than msder filks that whiiUe> who but he. 
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Whilft, on the other fide, «« the heart of the wicked (asSolo* 
'* mon hath obferved) rs little worth," how tnuch:foever his 
cloaths be worth. Alas ! it falls outtoo frequently arnohg us, as it 
tfoth with men in the Indies, who walk over the rich veins of 

frold and filver ore, which lies hid under a ragged and barren 
urface, and know it ndt. For my own p^rt, Idefire not to 
value any ftian by what is extrinfical and worldly,^ but by that 
true-internal' exceHencyofgrace, which makes the face to fliine 
in the eyes of God and good men.: I wqul^ . contemn a viie 
perfon, thdugh never fo glorious in the eye of the world; but 
honour fuch as fear the Lord, how ibrdid and deipitfablefoevef 
to appearance. 

M ED IT. V. 

Vptm thtftghtofa t^bin^red'hreaft picking up a wtitriH frmn a 
mok'hilly then rijing, 

OBferving the mole wdrkirig induftrioufly beneath, and thd 
,bii;d watching fp intently above,^ I n^ade a ftand to ob* 
ferve the iCue ; when in a little time the bird defcends, and 
feizes upon a worm, which I perceivecl was; crawling apace 
ftdm the eheiny below that hunted her^ butfeflifo the (hare of 
Imother which from above waited for her* • My thoughts pre* 
fently flig^efted thefe m^ditatidnr from thkt occafion : me* 
thought this poor worm fccmed to be the eiifiblem <rf my poor 
fooi, which is mote endangered by its own luffis bf pride and 
«otetdu£i)^, tlis(n this worm was by thie inole itnd bird : my 
pride, like the affpirlng bird, witches for it above; my" co^ 
vd:oufne&, like this fobterranean mote, digging for it beneath. 
Poor fotiU' What ^ fad dilemma, art thou brought to ? If Aot 
go dawnmtoihe'Cdverns of this cfarthjthct'e thou art a prey to 
tirf covcmufnefs that hunts thtt ; and if thdu afpire, or but 
creep upWitfd, there thy pride waits to cnfaire thee. Diftref- 
fed foul ! whither wilt thoii go ? Afcend thou mayeft, not hf 
vain elation, but by a heavenly conterfati^n, bdide which 
there is no way for thy prefetvation ; ** the - way of life is 
•• above to the wife j** 6c. ' \ 

Again, I could not botphferve the accidental b^nofit this 
poor harmlefs bird obtained by the labour of the mole, who 
bunting intentionally for herfelf, unburroughed and ferreted 
out this worm for the bird, who poffibly, was hungry enough, 
and could not ha^e been relieved fpr this time, but by the mole, 
the fruit of whofe labour fhe now feeds upon. Eyen thus the 
Lord oft-times makes good his word to his peoplej << The wealfik 
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.«*-tf:tfe€ iRctasl is laid up fcH- thejiift/' And again, « Tl^e 
•^ earth fliall help the woman." This was fully acemplified in 
David, to whom Nabal, that churlifh muckworm, fpeaks all in 
pqfleflives. ** Shall I take my bread," i7c. " and give it to 
^* one I kr Ovr not whom ?" And yet i)avid rtftpd the friiit of 
all the pains and toils of Nabal at lau^ Let it never entourage 
me to Idlcncfs, that God fometimes givfes his people the fruit 
6f tethers fweatj hut if providence reduce me to ileceffit^, anil 
^ifable me firom helping myfelf, I doubt not then, but it will 
provide inftruments to do it Hie bird was an hungry, and 
, could not dig. • 

MEDlt. Vt, 

Vpm t befitting oftwQ Jinckes jfigbting in ihe dir» 

HO W botk h^h deadi ended the /quarrel betvrixt thefi; 
two little combatants ! had they agreed better, they 
mi^ht: have li v«d longer ; it was their own contention that gav6 
\ioxk the opportunity and provocation of their death ; and 
thotigh living they <coiiid nof, yet, being dead, they can He 
quietly toge^er in my hand. 

.> Foolift bitd^,' was it not enough that birdi of prey watched 

to devour th«m, but they muft peck and fcracch one another? 

Ihas have I feen the birds of paradife (faints I mean) te^drrng 

and. wounding each other, like io many birds ^prey, and by 

their utochiiftiah dontefts giving the occafionctf Adr conimoh 

I ruin; y<^, and that net only when at libeity, its thefe iNr€re> 

' but when kigaged alio; and yet, as one w^ll obferv'es, if ever 

[ Chriftians will agree, itvrili cither be in a prifon, ot m heaven ; 

I fiH* in a prifon their quarretfome luib lie low, and ill htovefi 

[ they ihaU be utterly done aw^y. 

^ ' But O what pity is it, that thofe who Ihall agitt fo ^trkSdf 
\ in heaven, ihould bite aad devour eac^ other upon earth I 
Thatitfliould be faid of them, as one ingenioufly obferved; 
i, who fa w their carcaflcs lie together, as if they had lovingly cm* 
i braced eachother,Vfio fell together by a duel ; ^anta amki" 
[^ tia/e invic0fn ampkniintur ; qm mufud et ifnpidcaiili inimi^ 
sitia p€ri{ftimt ! 

Em^acing one anoti^^ncnv they Ikj 
|. , * U^o by eachpthet's ihedy hands did die. 

Of, as he faidf who obferved how quietly and peaceably the 
dttft and bones j eveti of enemies^ did Ue togetherin the gravei 
Nm tanfa vivipact conjunct effiifis >• you did not live togC'* 
^er jb^peaceibhv If oonfclence of ChriO^'s eoptmiiui will tsa^ 
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yet 1^ confideration of common fafety ihould powerful}y'pep» 

fuade to unity and amity. 

M E D I T, VD, 
UpCii fhc^nging of a- blind finch by nighf. 

A Dear frknd, who was a great obfenrcr of the works of 
jLjL, God in nature, told me, riiat being entertained with a; 
fight of many rarities at a friend's houfe in London -, among 
^hcr things, his friends fliewed him ajS!«c/&, \^hofe eyes being, 
put ottt, would frequently fing, even at midnight. Ihi^ bird* 
in my opinion, is the lively emblem of fuch carelefs and un- 
concerned perfons, as the prophet dcfcribeSf Amps vi^ 4^ 5> 6. 
who chant tbthe viol> when* a difmal night of trouble and af- 
fii^on hath over- fhadowed the church.. "Xou would have 
thought it flxAngeto ha\"c heard, this bird fing mthe'nigbt, wheii 
all o^ers are in a deep filence except ohe owl, an. andean bird^ 
and the nightingale ; w^hich before we made tbe emblem of 
the hypoctire. , And a^ flr^mge it \»y that any^ except the prophane 
and hypcritical, ihould To unfeafonably ^xprels their mirth and 
toUity, ihai(anyo#Sion's children ihould liveiapleafurc^whilfl:. 
the herfelf lies in tears*. The people of God, in Ffal cxxxviLi;. 
tell us, itk what poilure^ of forrow they f;^t \, even like brrds^ 
with their heads iwder their wingsy ducing the night of theifi 
captivity. <* How Cl^all we fing the Lord's fonf^s in. a ilrangc 
*< land ? " It i6 like enough, fuoh-aacan fmg, and ehaat in the 
night of the church's- tPoubJe, have yfcM feathered tlicir neils it» 
the days of her profperity i heweveri, lee them know,.that God 
will turn their unfeafonable mkth hito>a'&ddeE note ; and thofo. 
that now (it fad, and iilent, ihall ihordy &ng for jay ^ hearty 

when ** the winter is paft, the rain over and gone,, the flowers 

« appear agaitt upon- the earth, and the time of the finging of 

•^ birds is come." 

M E U I T. Vffl. 

Upon the comparing, ^two birds. he/Is. 

*rr% I S pretty to obferve the itrufture and commodioufnel^ 
Jt of the habitations of thcfe little architefts, who, though 
they aft not by reafoiv and cdunfel, but only by natural inftinfty 
yet reafow itTelf could hardly have eotitrived a neater building 
of fuch fimple materials. How neatly hath the thrujk ceiled os 
plailered his neil, with admirable art, and induilry ! how 
warmly hath the /«c/; matted hi«.? And both wellfenc«d a?- 
ipunft the injury of the weather». 
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flow comfortably hath nature provided convenient 'habita* 
stkms for thefe weak and tender young ones, who have warm 
lodging, and variety of jrovifions hourly brought them, with- 
out their care or pains ? This trifling objeft fuggefts to n^r 
thoughts a moreexcellent and ferious contemplation, even the 
wonderful and unparafided abarfement of Jefus Chrift, who fo» 
my fakeirdluntarily fubmifted.himfelf tto a more dcftitute and 
tieglefted ftate, than thefe birds of the air : For Matth. viii. 20, 
he feith, <? The foxes have holea, and the birds of the air have 
^<' nefts ; but the Son of maai hath not where to lay his head." 

-•^ The craggy Tock to loxesAdlcs alfor^ 

"^ The plcafant woods a refting-placeto birds^ 

<* For Chrift no fixed habitation's found, . . . 

^< But what was borxow^'d^ ox the naked grouiid ♦J" 

O meking confideration 1 th^ "fljc glorious Son of God, John 
i. 14. •♦^TSie iiord of glory," J[ames li. i. "Th^ brightnefe 
^< of his Father's glory,^ Heb. i. 3. *< Who was rich," 2 Cor, 
•viii* 9V ** and thought it not xohbery to be equal with God,** 
Phil. ii. 6. who from aff eternity was infinitely and 'inefFabljr 
** delighting and rejoSrihg in the bofom of his Father,^' Prov.' 
iriii. 30^ that he, I fay^ ihould mamfell himfelf i»^<p/&, 2 Tim* 
iii, 16. ye^ ♦* in the likencfs of finfiil fleflu,** Aom.' viii. 3. 
that is, in ffeihthat had the marks and efFeSs df fin upon it, 
^ hunger, tbirft, pain, wearinefs and mottalitfj and not only 
ioy but to chufe fuch a fta^e of outward meaDnefs and poverty, 
^ever being poffefled of.alioufe in tti$ worldi but living as a 
ilrangtr in other mens iioufes^ .and fioqping ^n this refpeS to 
a lower condition than the vdry birds of the air, and all this for 
^enemies. O let it work hoth admiration and thankfulnefs in 
my foul ! my body is better accommodated than the body of 
iny Lord. «* Bear Jefus ! by "how much the viler thou madefl: 
^« thyfelf for me, .'by fo much the dearer (halt thou .1>€ to 
, ^^ me t.'* ^ 

© d 2 

* Vuipihus in faltu rupes excifa Itftebrat ' "v 

Prahat^ et aereis avi^us dai jpha quietemj 

Afi hominis nato nullls fuccedere te&it ' 

EJl licituif^ ' Hcinf. in loc. 

^ ^««/^^rd me viliott tanto mihi ciarhr. Bern. 
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MED IT. IX. 

Uff>n the early fingtng ef Urds. 

Sr O W im I rcpro^d of fluggilhncft by thefe w^cVui 
1^ bir4s i wbich chearfull]^ entert^ia the verir dawoing q( 
mornin j[ with their chearful and delightful warblings \ 
They kt their little fririts all a-work hetiaie$» whQft.ni|r not»ler. 
feirits are bound wito the bonds of (oft apd dovnty flumbers, 
for (hame, my foul i fufier not that publican flisep to (eizq (^ 
niuch of thy time, yea, thy beft and freilieft time \ reprove and 
chide thy lluggifh body, as a |;ood bilhop once did,, vheny u{|on 
die (ame occafion, be faid« Surrexertmt pafffr^i^ et fittrnunt 
foniifices^ 

The $arfy chirping f^atrroms may rcprctv^ 

Such lazy bi/bops as their beds do love. 
Of BisMiy flugi^rds it may. be faid, as Tuljy faid of Ven^s, 
jjie deputy of Sicily, ^od njfinqtuim/oJem nee orientmt% nee 0O>, 
cidentem viderat ; that he fljever faw the fun riGng^ being ia 
bed after, nor fetting, being'in bed before. 

It is pity that Chriftiansj of all men, (hould fuffer fleep t» 
cut fucb large thongs out of h narrow a hide, as dieir time ou 
earth is. But, alas 1 it is not fo much eadv riling^ as a wi(Q 
improYing thofe &e{h and free hours witn v^» ^hat wiju en-> 
rich the foul ; eiie, as our proverb faith, J man may he e^rly 
Hpy and never the near ; yea, far better it is to be found iu bed 
feeping, th^n ttirbe up doing no/thing, or tha<t which is worf<% 
than nothing. O my fouj ! learn to prcpoliefs thyfclf every 
inorning with the thoughts of Gody ai^'id fuffer QOt tl^ofe freih 
and fweet operations of thy mind to be pppftituted to earthly 
things ; for that is experimentally true, which t one, in thii» 
cafe, hath pertinently obfcrved, that if the world get the ftart oi 
lieligion in the morning, it will be hard for rejiijlqa tftwei^i*' 
it aU the day after. -: 

M E p I t: X. 

Up^n the kalterittg^ ofHirdSi^ luiih a grain tf hair. 

OBfervitfg, in a fnowy feafon, how the poor hungry bird* 
were haltered and drawn in by a grain of hair cunning,- 
cait oTer their heads, whilft, poor creatuires, they were bufily 
^ding, and fu^pe^ed no dan^^er \ and c¥en whifll their cc^n^ 

f Mr. Cafe^ in Epiil. to the Mora. Left. ' 



ftRiioas weie ^awn away ftism i^m, onestfter ahjodter, «H th« 
^iternipticm it gave the tis% was only for a m'mvtc or tMro, 
whiift they fto^ .pc^pin^g into that Me through trbich thdr 
^ompaaiciii^ w^e^drsnyn* and then fell to their njcac again as 
hn&ly a& b^ore ; I cinxld not ohufe b^t fay, < Even thm fi2r« 
« prial|i|;Iy doth death {\,^l i^^o^ the children of mtt^ vbiift 
« they v^e wholly intent ijpon the cares and ple^Sbres ot 
< this life, not at all fufpcding its fo near approajch^' Thcfe 
bii^& kw not the hand thoit cfifaarad them» nor do they fee the 
l^dof <karh plttd(9flg t^em ouie alt^ aa<^ 

** Death's fteps'as fmft, and yet no npife it makes ^ 
« its hand unfeen, hut yet moft furely takes f.^ 

.4a4; even as the ioimTtpg. bixds for a little time feemcd «• 
f^i affrjgbtcd, pieepiag after their companions^ and then a# 
infy as eyer to th^ir meat again : juft ip i^ £»i€^ with th# i^jpsf 
}fii$9 inconfiderate worl^ who lee others daily 4rQg9mg iw^ ^ 
t^mky rovnd ahpiM: tkem, apd fpr the prefent are a Iktle fi^^ 
l^d» and will look into xbe graye afljer tbek meighboiir^ and then 
fall as buiily to tfieir earthly employments smd pleOfme^ ^ai^y 
M e«er^. till their own turn cpmes^ 

.1 know^ my God, that I muil die as well as otfaerA ; bu^ O 
let ine not die as others do, let n^e fee death hefore I feel it^ 
and conquer it hefore it^kiU mie i let it not come as an enemy 
upon my back, but rather let me meet it as a friend} half way. 
Die I moft, but let me lay ^ that good treafure befcxre I gOj^ 
libtth. vi« 19. Cai^y with me a giml 4Spi|fgieo^ when f g^^ 
2 Tiai. iv* 6^ 7. aad leave behind xpie a good exauiple^ when I 
vok gone, aMi then let death cfi^me;» mud welcome. 



M&o iTATi^Ms ap<m BEASTS. 
MED IT, I. 

V^cn the chgging of a ftraytng hiafi. 

MAD this bullock contciited hlmfelf, and remaiiied quietly 
within his own bounds, his owner had never put fach a^ 
, clog iqson his neck 5 but I fee the prudent huffeand^ 
man chuies rather to keep him with this clog, than lofe him for 
want of ope. What this clog is to him, that is affli^J^ioa and 
trouble to me ;. had my foul kept dofe witb God in Kber^ an* 
^P^l^^^y? ^c would nev«r thus have clogged me with adverfi-* 
i OmUm fi^uraf ii^ccit iUfi. viosds* Ovid* 
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tjr } yea, and happy were h for mc, if I might ftray from Go4 
no more, who hath thus clogged me with preventive afflictions. 
If, with David, I might fay, *< Before I was affli^ed I went a- 
•< ftray, but now I have kept thy word," Pfalm cxtx* 67. O 
fliy foui ! it is better ^ thee to have thy pride ciogged with 
poverty, thy ambition with rq>roadi^ thycamal eiq)e£bancies 
with conftant difappointments, thki to be at Kbaty to run 
from God and d^xty. 

It is true, I am fometimes as weary of 'diefe troubles, as thit 
poor beaft is of the clog he draws after him, aad often wi(h my* 
ielf rid of them ; but yet^ if God ihould take tiiem^ 0% fof 
ought 1 know, I might have caufe to wi(h them^ 01^ again, to 
prevent a greater miichief. tt is ftoried of Bafil, tliat for many 
years he was fordy aflli£fced with an imreterate iiead-acfa» (diat 
^i^as his clog) he often prayed for the removal trf^ k 4 at laft 
God removed it, but inftead diereirf he was fcrely exercified 
with the motions and temptations of luft, whidi when fae per- . 
ceived, be as eameftly dcfrred his head-ach again, to prevent 
a greater evil. LoVd \ if my corruption^ may be prevented by 
my aPidlions, I reftife not to be clogged with them ; but my 
ibul irather defires thou wouldft haftea the time wiien I (hall be 
for e«er £reed from them both. 

M E D I T. n. 

Upon the love (f a dog U iis majler, 

HOW many i weary ilep, through mire and dkt, hatk 
this poor dog followed my hor&'s heels to day, and alt 
this ior a very poor reward*? for all h^ gets by it at night, is but 
}fQnt& and blows, yet will he not leave my company^ bu^ is con« 
tent, upon fuch hard terms, to travel with me from day to day. 
O my foull what<:o(iiviO;ion and fbame may this ieaive upos 
Aee, who art oftentimeseven weary of following thy mailer, 
Omft, whofe rewards and encotM^agements of obedience are 
fo incomparably fweet and fore ! Icannot beat babk this dog 
from following me, but every inconfiderable trouble is enough 
to difcour^e mc in the way of my duty. Ready I am to refolve 
as that fcribe did, Matth. viii« 19. ** Maftcr, I wiftfoUowthcc 
^< whitherfoever thou goeft ;" but how doth my heart faulter, 
when I rriuft encounter with the difiic?ultie8 of the way ? Oh ! 
let me make a ^hole heart-ch<Mce of Chrift for my portion and 
happinefs! and then I ihall never leave him, nor turn back 
ffo^i following him, though the prefent difficulties were nuidi 
more, and the pne&nt encpuragciments n^ucfa Icfiu 



Tie Heat>enfy Ufe if Bartitf Ifhmgr.^ a»| 

M E p I T- m. 

Uptmthe^ghting (f*tw^rams, 

TAking notice how furioufly thefe fli«ep) which by nature 
are mild and gentle, did yet, like bulls, pufh each other,^ 
taking theiF advantage by going back to meet with a greater 
fage and futy : ndethought I faw in this a pkin emblem of the 
vnchriftian eonteils and animolities which ^faQ out amongfl: 
them that call themfelves the people of God> who- are in fcrip-f; 
ture alfo filled flieep^ fpr their meeknefs and innocency ; andC 
yet, through the remaining corpciptions that are in then*, thus 
Ao theydo puih each other; as one long fince complained,) 
n^n /ecus acy 

Cum duo cofiverjis inimtca m praelia taitrif 

Froniibus incurrunt ^— 

Shall Chriftians^ one another wo^nd, and pu{h^ 
Like furious bulls, when they together ruth ? 
The fighting of thefe fheep doth in two refpe^ notahlv 
comport with the finfol pradiices of contending^ Chriftians, ij; 
That ia this fight they engage with their heads one againft a*; 
nother : and what are they, but thofe head-notions^ or opf^i^ 
an <f /^ifncfSyhlMyiorcdhtdt that have made fo tbany broils 
and uproars in the Chriftian woorld ? O ! what clafhings have 
thefe heady opinions caufed in the churches! Firftheadt, and 
then hearts, have elafhed. ChriiUans hare not diffihguifted be-» 
twist adverJariiisHtis^ etptrfoaaei an adverfary to the pinion, 
, and-ta the petf&n;, hut dipt their coogues^and peas in tinegaf 
aod gall, ihamefuUy afperfing and reproaching one another, he^ 
caufe th€;ir tinderftandings were not c^ft into one mould, and 
their.'beads all of a bigne&. But» 2. That whk hcountry-men 
obferve from the fighting of fiieept Tffat itpr^fages fmd and 
fiormy vj$fi%hery is much more certainly confequent upon the 
fighting of Chrift's fiieep. Do thefe clafii and puilt ? Siixet| 
it u an infatlMe pri^nt^k of an enfmngJlQrm% ^al* iv. 6* 

M £DI T, ly. 

ITpari the catching cf ah horfe in a fatpajhtre. 

WHEN this hocfe was kept in poor ihart leas, wh^re hi 
haS much Icope^ but little grafs, how gcntk and tracn 
tabic was he then ? He would not orSy ftand quiet to be takcnJi. 
but come to band of hts own accord, and follow me up and* 
down the field for a cruil of breads or handful o£ oats \ but 



il8 .. Niijtandry Spi/*kftc^2iett; ^^ 

fincc I turned him into this fat pafturc, he comes no more to mei 
nor will fuffer me to come near him, but throws up his heels 
wantonly againft me, and flies from me, as if I were rather his 
fnemy than l^enefaRor. In this I behold the carriage of my own 
keart towards God, who the more he hath done for nie, the 
feldomer doth he liear ftom me i in a low and afHifked ffctte, 
Bow tradable is my heart to duty ? Then it comes to the fooC 
gf God voluntarily. But in an exalted condition, how wildly 
floth mv heart run from God and sJuty ? With this ungrateful 
^requital God faulted his own people, Jer. iii. ^ i . teachable 
and tractable iu the wildernefs^ but when fatted in that ricK 
tafture of Canaan, ** Then we are lords, we will come no 
•* morr^ thee." How foon are all God^s former benefits for- 
gotten ? And how often is that ancient obfervatibn * trerified^ 
even in his own people f 

*' No fooner do we gifts on ibme beftow> 
•• But prefently our gifts grey-headed grow/' 
But that is a bad tenant, that will maintain a fuitat lawa- 
gdinft bis landlord with his own rent ; and a bad heart, that 
ixrill fight againft God with his own mercies. I wifli it may be 
with my heart, as it is reported to be with the waters in the 
kingdom of Congo, that are never fo fweet to the tafl^) as when 
the tide is at the bighelL 

M E D I t. V. 
Upon the kufOing rf a dur. 

TH S fal^moutfaed cry ef thefe dogs, t^ich {rom the 
moRiing have hunted this poor tired deer, which is nowt 
SK> loQger able to ftand before diem, but is compared round 
with tbem, who thirft for, and will prefently fuck her blood ; 
brings tb my thoughts the condition and ftate of Jefus Chriil, 
in the days of his flefh, who was thus hunted from place to 

fjjace by blood-thirfty enemies. Upon this very accouHt, the 22d 
Talth^ whioh treats of his deaths is infcribed. with the title of 
jiijeleth Shahar^ which fignifies the hind of the mornings and 
fully imports the fame notion which this occafion prefentcd 
nie with ; for look, as the hind or (ker^ which is. intended to be 
Tun down that day, isrouzed by the dogs early in the morrung, 
fti waS'Chrifti in the very morning of his irrfartCy, by bloody 
lKbrdd> and that cruel pack cottfederated witib him. Thus War 
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liecliafisd^oni.pbce to place, till tbait waf A^lfiUed which wa9 
prophetically v^rkten of him in ver. i6, of the forfeited Pfaln^i : 
f* For dp^ have compaff^d me ^Wuc, the aflembly of the wii:k* 
*« ed have inclpfed me ; they pierced my hands and rty feet*** 
Andcanft thoi» expeft, O my fpul ! . to lare better Aan he 
did, or efcap^ the rage of bloody men ? Surely, if the Spirit q£ 
Chrift dwell in thee, if his holinefs have favoured thee, thefe 
dogs will wind it, and give thee chafe too ; they go upon the 
fcenc of holinefs ftill, and would hunt to deftrufliod every one^ 
in whom there is aJiquid Chriftij any thing of Chrill, if the 
gracious providence of the Lord did not fometimes rate thent 
off : for it is no lefs apleafure which fome wicked ones take in 
hunting the people of God, than what f Claudiantbe poet pb-. 
ferve^ men uf<^ to take in hunting wild beafls*. 
« Whiift weary huntfmen in the night do flccp,^ 
^ Their fancies in the woods ftill hunting k.eep'.!*' . \\ 
Lord 1 ihould I with the hypocrite d^clinp theprofeflion and 
pra£lice of holinefs, to efcape the rage pf perfecuting enemies^ , 
at what time they ceafe, my own confcience would begid to 
hunt me like a blood-hound i let me rather chufe to be, chafed 
l^y jnen than God, to flee "before purfuing eiien^les, than be; 
dogged from day today wifh a guilty confcience. ^ 

•9^ «^t «^ «^ v^^ *^*0n (^ t^t «i^> «^ ^ V9^ «^ i^k (^9« ««K <^t S(^ «^» «tf^9^ «^^^^^ 

Meditations upon TREES. 

M E D I T, I. 

Upon the fall df blojfms^ nipt by a firofiy mornings. 

TJEholding in an early fpring, fruit-trees emboffed with 
Jf beautiful bloflbms of various colours, which breathed 
foith their delicious odours into the circumambient air, and 
adorned the branches on which they grew, like fo many rich 
jewels, or glitterii . pendents ; and further obferving, how thefe 
perfumed, bloiloms dropt off, being bitten with the finoftj and 
difcoiourcd all the ground, as if a (hower of fnow had fallea; 
I faid within myfelf, thefe fweet and early blo&ins are not 
^jmlike my fweet and early affedions to the Lord, in the days 
^i my firft ac<^uaintance with him. O what fervent love, 
panjtiog defires, apd heavenly delights beautified mjr foiil in 
th<& days I The odoriferous icent of the fweeteft biofloms, the 

\ Venatcr defeffa ihero quum memhrc reponit, . 

Mens tamtn ad fylvas^ tt fuaUtfir a reditu C!aiid 

^ Vol. VIr E e 
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morning %rfat!i pf the mod fragrant flowers, hatls not half 
that fweetnds with which thofe. my firft affe^ions were en- 
-riched, Gl bappytime, thrice pleafant jfpring! My: foul 
liath it (till in remembrance^ and is humbled within me \ im 
thefe alfo were butbloflbms which now are nipt and faded, tiiat 
firft flourifh is gone % my heart is like ihe winter's earth, be^^ 
caufe thy face, Lord, is to me like a winter fun. '^ Avake, O 
♦< north witid! and come, fouth^ wind, blow upon my garden^ 
f< diat the fpices thereof inav flow out, then let my beknred 
^ come; into liis garden, ai\a eat his pleafasit fruit !". 

* • M ED I T. H- 

.' Vpqti the hntting-ar Jetting^ fruit. 

T Have often obferved, that when the blofibms of a tree fet 
J[ and kgit»'thQi|gh tbeflotirifli thereof be gone, and nothing 
. but the barf* riiidiment of the ejspe£led fruit be left ; yet then 
ihe fruit is sluch better fecured from the danger of fiofts and . 
livinds, than whilft it remained in the flower or UoflFbm ; for 
now it hath paft oneof thofe critical periodsy in which lb many 
trees mifcarry and lofe ibeir fruit* And methought this natu- 
iral ^Ifetvation fairly led ttie to this theological propofitionj, 

* That good motjoas, and holypurpofes in the foul, are never 

* fecurcd, and pait their moft dangerous ^ryisy till they be 
^turned into nxed relblutions, and anfwerabl^ executions, 

* which is as the knittuig and fetting of thepi/ 

Upon this propofition my meltings thoughts thus dilated ; 
happy had it been for thee, my foul! had all the bleflSrd moti* 
ons of the Spirit been thus knit and fixed in thee» Oh, how 
have mine affe^ions bloivn and budded under the warm beams 
of the gofpel ! But a chill blafl: from the cares, troubles and de- 
lights of the world without, and theryanity and deadnefs of 
the heart within, have blafted all \ my goodnefs hath been but 
•as a morning-dew, or eaarly cloud, that vaniiheth away. And 
^ven of divine ordinances, ^ may fay whar^ is faid pf human 
ordinances, •* They have j^rifh^d in the ufing.'* . A bloflbm ia 
\AXtfriiBus imperfeUtiSy et ordinabilisy ah imperfeft thing in 
itfeff, and fpmething in order to fruit ; > a good motion and holy 
purpofe is but opus imperfenumy et ordinabilei ah ^impcrfea 
work, in order to a complete work of the Spirit; wlien that 
primus impetus^ thofe firft motions were ftrdng upon my heart,, 
^ad I therjL ptirfued them in the force and vigour of them, how> 
ynany difficulties might I hav^ overcome ? Revive thy wo(k, 
JOlM^y.zXLd gi^^^^ a mifcsurrying womb, or 

drybrealls. ;. ,- ; 
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: V MED IT, ilL ' ; 

Upmthff ^gttof afyfr/preading^*. 

WH AT a lofty fiourifhing tree is here ? It fecmji mfcef- 
to be a litde wood, than a iingle tree, evoy Hmb 
thereof hairing the dimenfions and brancheis of.a tree m it ; and 
yet as- ^eat a? it is, it was once but a little flip, whiph one 
might pull up with two fingers ^ this vaft body was contained 
virtually and potc^ntially in a finall acbrn. Well then, I will 
never dopife die day of fmall things, nor defpairof arrivijig to 
aoi eminency of grace, though at prefent it be but as a bruifed 
reed, and the things that are in nie be ready to die. As things 
in nature, io the thinjgs ot the Spirit^ gfdw u^ to theiffuhiels 
and perfefHon by flow and infe;nfible degrees. The ^ous- 
and heroical s6ts of the moil renowned believers were fuck s& 
tlieni'felves c6uld not once perform, or it may b6 think thfey e* 
ver fliot^d. Gresit things, both' iti natui^e and grace, coin<^ 
fipom fmall and contemptible beginnings. ' 

MED I T. IV. 

Upon ihe fight if many Jiicks higei in tie branches of a choice 
fruiuttee. : . 

TT O W is this trec^ battered with ftones, afid loaded wW 
•■^ flicks, that have been thrown at it* whilft thofe tha^^roiir 
about it, being barren, or bearing harther fruit, efAif>c un- 
touched ! Surely if its fruit had not been fo gboA its ufagt 
had not been fo bad. And yet it is affirmed, that ibme tre^s, ai 
the walnut, be. bear the better for being thus bruifed and 
battered.- 

Even thus it fares in both rcfpeils with the bed of men; the 
the more holy, the more envied and perfecutedj every one that 
pafles by will have a fling at them. .Methinks I fee hoW' dcyilS 
and wicked men walk round about the people of God, whoni 
he hath iiiclofed in his arms of power, like fo many boys about 
an orchard, whofe lips water to have a. fling at them. But 
God turns all the ftonesrof reproach into- precious ftones to his 
people J they bear the better for being thus battered. And in 
them is that' ancient * obfervation verified. 

♦< The palms and crowns of virtue thus iacre^fe ; -^ 

*« Thus peirfcfcution's turned into peace.** 
E e a^ ■ • 
* Qpefcunt wiutMtn palmae^ cr4fcuntgue €4r9n^ ^ 

Mutanturjttundipraliaypace Dch 
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Let me be bur fruitful to God in holinefs, and ever a- 
bounding in the work of the Lord, and then whilft devils and 
men are flinging at me> cither by hai\d or tongue perf^cutiQns» 
t will fing amidft them all with the divine poet : * 

" What open force, or hidden charm, 

•« -Can blaft my fruits, or bring me harm, 

<« Whilft the inglofure is thine arm ?" Herb. Poem* p* 1 25, 

ME 1>I T. V, 

JJp^n the gathering &f choice fruit from afcfubbecl^ unprmni/ing 

tree, 

*^¥TOttl4 any man think to find fuch rare deliciwus fruit 
yV ^P^^ ^^^ ^^ unworthy tree to appearance as this is i 
i (hould rather have exjpef^ed the moft deliqious fruit froin ihe 
'itioft handfome and flourifhiag trees | but I fee I muft neither 
judge the worth of trees or men bytheii external farmland ap* 
|)earance* This is not the firft time I have been deprived in 
judging by that rule ; under fair and pfomifing outfides I have 
found nothing of worth ; and in many deformed defpicable 
todies, I have found precious and richly furniihed fouls<^ Thf 
iap and juice of this fcrubhcd tree is concofted into rare and 
Excellent fruits, whilft the juice and fap of fome other fair, but 
Baircn trees, fervesonly tp keep them from rotting, which is all 
the uih that^many fouls which dwell in beautiful bodies fervc 
for; the; have, as one feith, animamprafolei their ibuU are 
fcut ilalt to ttieir bodieii/ Or thus. 

The only ufe to which their fouls do ferve. 

Is but like fait, their bodies to preferve. 
If Gqd have given mc a found foul in a found body, I hav^ 
m double mercy to Weft him for ; but whether my body be vin 
gorous. and beautiful, or not, yet let my foul be fo : for as the 
efteem of this tree, fotheefteem and true honour of every 
many rifcs rather from his fruitfulnefs and ufefvlnefe, than fifon^ 
Jtii« Ihape and form ^ 

M E BIT. VI. 

Upon an excellentx hiit irregular tre0^ 

SEeiilg a tree grow fomewhat irregular,, in a very neat oiv 
chard, I told the owner it was pity that tree fKoukI ftand 
there ; and that if it were mine I would root }t up, and thereby 
reduce the orchard to an. exad uniformity. It was replied to 
this purpofe, * That he rather regarded the fruit than the form j* 
and that tlus fli;ght inco^veniency was j^bum^ais^tly prepondcrai- 
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'T%e Heavmfy Iffo if Eurthfy flnngi. aat 

<fd1>y a mere confiderable advantage. TKi8trec,y2ii(/&, -which 

: ' ybti wpuld root up^ hath yidded me more fruit Aan manf- of 
thofe trees which have nothing elfe to commend them but thefr 
regular fituation. I could not but yield to the reaibn of this 
ahfwer ; and could wifh it had been fpoken foloud, that all 
our cfniformity-m6n had heard it, who will not ftick to root up 
snsmy hundred of the beft bearers in the Lord's orchard, becaufe i 

they ftasid not in an exad order with other more confbrmablei j 

but lefi. beneficial trees, who.pfFdurft fuhftantmm propter 
^s^^-ft/^fii^if/^i deftroy the fruit to preferve the form, 

^ Not much unlike, iucfa fooliih men are thofe, > i ^ 

♦ That fbiveibr(badow8, and the fubftancelofe, >^ 



Me p I t a t 10 j^ I upon a G A R D E N- . ^^ 
M E.I) I T. I, $ 

WpontheneW'modeUirigofagarden,. 

A Gentlewoman who had lately feeii a neat tmd curiou^ 
.garden, returns to her own with a greater diflike of it 
than ever. 5. refolvcs to new-model the whole plat, and reduce it 
u>:^ better form ; is now become fo curious an4 ueat, that not 
HL weed or (lone is fuiFered in it, but all muft lie in exquifite 
order ; and whatever ornament fhe had obferved in her n^igh* 
bours, flie is now reftlefs tiQ ihe fees it in her own« 

Happy were it, thought I, if in an holy emulation every one ; 

would thus endeavour to reftify the difordcrs Of tbrir own j 

CCMiverfation, by the excellent graces they behold In the more 
}ieavenly and regular lives of others* oome Chriftians there | 

are (I wifh their number were greater) whofe i£Hon$ Jie in } 

fuch a comely and beautiful order, that few of their neighbours \ 

can look upon their examples without felf-convi£kion and t 
fliame ; but few are fp happy to be provoked into felf-reforma- v 

tion by fuch rare patterns. I fee it is much eafier to pull up 
rs^a^j weeds out of a garden, than one corruption out of th^ 
heart ; and to procure an ht^ndred ilowjelrs to adorn a knot, than 
onie grace to beautify the ibul. It is more natural to corrupt ^^ 
xxjL^m to epvy, than to imitate the fpiritual excellencies of others, 

MED IT. n. ' 

Ufmi tfje pulling up (fa leek. 

White hcid aiid a green tail ! Hpw well doth this re- 
femUe aib^d wanton lotrer^ whofe green yoythful luft^^ 
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«re mt €Xtniguifiiedi though his y^hite beadd^aM»4:b!ait tl^ ' 
wrc 18 ^Imoft fo ! Gray hairs^ (hould be atwayfr matched with 
grave deportments; and the fins of youth fliould radier be the 

Synth than pleafiire^ of old age. ft i» fad when the fins cf the 
bull like the diieaJTes of the body, grow ftronger, a$ nature 
gieows weaker: and k recik to my mifnd t^t ancient o^rV^ 
tion of * Menander : 

« It is the wwft of evifs^ to behdid 
'^Sirmgyoitt^fiilluAsfeorageiii one'dotVoMJ^ 
It is a thouf;md ptties, that tliofe wh6 hsMre one fbor in the 

SraTe, (hoi^ld lire as if dieotbdr wem in hd( ! dt^rAcir lufte 
louldbefo lively, when their bodies are three parts dead! 
Such finful pradices bring; upoji them more contempt and 
ihame^ than their hoary head^, and reverend faces can procure 
them. hoaoMur. 

** Gray hairs, and aged wrinkleSydid of old 
** Procure more reverence than bags of gold f-*' 
But alas I how little refpeft or reverence can the hoary head 
obtain amoligft wife men, extcpt it be found iii tli^ way of 
righteoufnefe ? I think the loweft efteem i^ t66 much for anoM 
ibrvant of the devil ; and' the higfaeft honour little 6ifdogh £if 
an antient and faithful fervant of Chrift, * 

ME D rt, m. 

UpmAh^dhfstriadindcurdQiis garden. 

E Ailing through the (mall divifion^ of a cufiouls kitot, whicR 
was richly adorned with rare tulips, and dthcr beautiful 
ers5 1 was very careful to ihun' thofe flowets, which in- 
deedhad no other worth to condmcndtfiem, but their exquifitc 
colour 5 and unadvifedly trode upon and fpoilcd an excellent 
choice hcrb,^ which, though it grew obfcurcly, yet had rare phy- 
fical virtues in it. 

When I was made fenfible of the involiimary trcfpafs^ I had 
committed, I thought 1 could fcarceH make the owner abetter 
compenfatibn, thart by telling him, t^t herein (though againft 
my will) I did but treadin the foqtfteps of the greateft part of 
the world, who are very c?areftil{asrwa8)to keep their du* 

^ Senex amort captuSfUhifnum vmlum, rSfeoand* 

f IVhgna fithatpiiif ^u»ndam rfvtrfMia eami . 
iiffpt/it0firelh ry£afeniii4crat, ^ Ond. S^Faft, 
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ififtance fhMn^lendid, though worth lefs gailants^ m&m whife 
trampling upon, and crufhing under foot the obfcure» but mo(t 
precious ferrants of God in the wgrld. As little do they heed 
thefe moft^cellent pcrfonS} a$ I did this precious herb* 

Sunma ingenU in>9ccuk>Jkpf lafmtf hith Plautus. 
. Eaie wits, and herbs, fometimes do fculk and (hrink 
' %! fuch blind holes, as one would Uttle thihlc. 

For my owupart, I defire to tread upon no manwith^die 
foot of contempt ^nd pride, much lei^ upon s^ly good man i 
and that I maj not, it concerns me tp took bdbre I ftep ; I 
mean^ to confider before I cenfuce : had I done fo by this rare 
herb, I had never hurt it« 

M E P I T. IV. 
Up$n m vfifherfdpofy tak^n up in tif iimij^. 

Finding iii my^ walk, a piofy of once Tweet and fragrant, 
but now dry suid withered fiowtrs, which I fuppofe to be 
thrown away by one that had formerly worn it : thus, (aid !» 
dotHthe unfaithful world ufe its friends, when providence bath 
bb^ed and withered them ; whilft they are rich and honour- 
Alci tkey will put them into their boioms, as the owner of 
this p^y did, whilft it was freih and fragrant, and as eafily 
throw them away as ufelefs and worthlefs things, when thus 
they come to hie withered. Such u&ge as this * Petronius long 
finc^ complained of. 

A« Arc they in honour ? Then we finile like friends ; 
- ««'And with their fortunes all our ft-iendfhip ends.* 

But this loofe and deceitful friend ftinks fo odioufly in the 
▼cry npftrils of nature, that 7l.\ beatJu^ foet fcverely taxes and 
condemns it as moft unworthy of a man.^ 

<* ^is bafe to change with fortune,' ^nd deny 
/ «« A £^i^^ frii9»4» becaufe in poverty/' 

And i$ this indeed the friendfliip of the world ? Doth it thus 
ufe them whom once it honoured ? Then, Lord ! let me never 
' feck its friendfliip. * O let me elteem the fmiles and honours of 
toeQ lefs^* and thy love, and favour more i thy love is indee<^ 
unchangeable, being pure, free, and built upon nothing that is 
•'■'-'■, . . ' * ' - ' 

C urn cectdi} turpi vertitu ora fuga. PetrODias« 

t Turpefcqui cafum^ et fort una cf^sn^ ^micum 
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mutable ^ tfaou never ferveft thy friends as the world dotb ik 

darlings, .^. 

M E D I T. V. 

\ Upon the fudden vjithering'tf Ornfe. 

BEing with my friend in a garden, we gathered each o^os 
arofe ; he handled his tenderly, fmelled to it but fddqm, 
jind fparingly ; I always kept it b my nofe, or fqueezed it in 
toy hand, whereby in a very (hort time it loft both colour a6d' 
iwe^thefs, but his ftill remained as fweet and fragrant as. if it 
had b^en growing upon its own root. Thefe rofes, faid I, are 
the true emblems of the beft and fweeteft creature-enjoyments 
in the world, which being moderately and cautioufly ufed and 
enjoyed, may for a long time yield fweetnefs to the pofief- 
for 6f them ; but if once the affis£tion feize too greedily upon 
them, and fqueeze th^m too hard, they quickly wither in out- 
bands, and we lofe the comfort of them, and that either thrb' the 
foul's furfeiting upon them, or the Lord's righteous and juft 
removal of them^ becauie of the excefs ojp ouraffc£tions to 
them ; earthly comforts, like piftures, fhewbeft at a due, di- . 
ftance* It was therefore a good faying of ♦Homer, /A^Jgi. 

<< I like him not, who at the rate 
" Of all his might doth love or hate.^ . 
It is a point of excellent wifdom to keep the golden bridle 
of moderation upon all tjie aflPe^iions we exercife upon earthly 
things, and never to flip jhofe reins, unlefs when they move , 
towards. God, in vhofe love there is no danger of excels. 
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M E D i T. VI. 

Vpm thejxidden ivithering (f beautiful Jlowerr- 

OW freih and orient did thefe flowers lately appear^ when 

being dafhed over. With t^ morning dew, they ftood m 

all their pride and glory, breathing put their, xlelicious odour% 
which perfumed the air round ab<Hit them, but now are wither- 
ed and ihrivelled up, and have neither any defireaUe beauty or 
favour in them. . • 

So vain a thing is the admired beauty of creatures, which 
fo captivates the heans, and exercifes a pleafing tyranny oVe;^ 

^ Mihi nunqudm is p!aeet hofpes • *- 

f^ valde pretffque modum tdit vtl amat^ Homer. 



The Hrttvenly Vfi if idtthfy fMngs. ifi^ 

tl^ ik^kO^its of vsliit mkiii ]^ k Is &a luddenly btatflM a» iS^ 
Beawty of ft flc'vrer f i 

" Howfirail is beauty! In how ftiort a ti«lf6 -^ 

*< It fades, like rofes, which barve paft their }ri<nc, 
** So wrinkled age, the fatreft face will plow, 
" And caftxleep furrows on the fmoothcA brow* 
•« Then where's that lovely tempting face ? Alas ! 
•• Yourfelves would blufli to view it ixi a glafe." 
If then thou delighteft in beauty, O my foul! chufir that 
which is lafting. There is a beauty whic^ never fades, even 
tbe beauty of holinefs upon the inner man j tbis abides frefli 
and orient for ever, and fparkles grorioufly, when thy face (the 
feat of natural beauty) t% become an abhorrent andloatkfome 
ff&0t2Lc\Q. Holineis enamels and fprinkles aver the fa<;e of the 
' foi4 with, a beauty, upon which Chrift himfelf is enamoured ^ 
even imperfe^ holineis on earth is a ro£e that breathes fweetly 
hi the bud i in heaven k will be full-blowny and abide iti its 
prime to all eternity, 

ME B if. tnr. 

Upon the tendernefs of fame choice flowers. 

T TOW mu(:h care is neoeffa^y to preferve the .life of fomc 
Jj^ flowers ! they muft be box^d up in the wbit«lr» otheis 
mutt be covered with glaffes in their fpringing up, the fineft 
dnd riciieft mooM muft be fifted ^bout the f@ots, tiA ^dmh 
onily watered,, and a}l this little enough, afiid fbx^^imes too liJ9- 
de to preferve them \ whllft other eomnfK)li, and wdrthie& 
fowet% grow vdthout any help of oufs : Yeay w^ hate no leftif 
to do to rid our gardens of idbem, thail we havi to make th# 
^farmer grow there; 

Tbn& fl^ruktbevcafe wid> ourbeaiti^, in jrefei^h^e to the md» 
«ioii$ of grace and fin J Holv thoughts- of Qa^^ muft be aflida* 
OBfiy ig^ateycd by prayef, earned up by me^atidn, anddeftnd- 
4d by iratehfuJ^nels } '«nd> yet all this i^ foretimes k>o little ta 
pfcfef ve^tbeflft ali^ in our foiils. Alas ! the heart is a foil tha6 

f Forma honum fpogile eft^ quantum^uO'WC^it ft4 aanoif^ 
Fit min^r, etfpatio carpitur ipfafuo^ 
Nec fetnper vMae^ necfemper lilia ftorenU 
Et ngei amjfa Jpbia rcL^a rofa ~ 

Tempuf erit quo vosfpecuium vidiffe pigehit^ 
Jamveitt^nt rugitqua^ ^ibi corpus ar^nt, i^C, Ovid, A AtK 

Vol. yi. r f 



aaS Httjhandry SfirituaKz^d :. ovp 

agrees nor with them, they are tender things, aild a finalt- matp- 
ter will nip and kill them. To this purpofe M the complaint 
•f the divine Poet. 

Wha would have thought a jpy 

fo coy 
TohcofFendedfo> 

zpd go 
So fuddenly away i 
Hereafter I had need 

take heed. 
Joys among other things 

Have wings, , 

And watch their opportunities^ of flight,^ 
Converting in a.moment, day to night. 

But vain thoughts, and unholy fuggeftions,^ thefe ipread 
tihemfelvesy and root deep in the heani they naturally agree 
with the foil : So that it is almoft impoffihle, at any time, t9 
be rid of them. It is hard to ibrgety what is our dn to re- 
member. 

M E I T. VIIL 

Up^ tie firange means cf fre/erving fke Rfe of vegetables^ 

IObferve that pkmts and herbs are fometimes killed b]p 
frofts, and yet without frofts-they would neither live nor 
thrive V They are fometin^a drowned with water, and yet 
without water they cannot &b6fti They are refreflied and 
cheared by the heat of the fun-,, and yet that fun fometimes kill» 
and fcorches them up. Thus lives my fotil r Troubles and af- 
fli£tions feem to kill all its comforts v ^nd yet without thefe, it9 
comforts could not live. The fun-blafts of profperity fome* 
timei; refreih me, and yet thofe fun-blafts are the likelieft way 
to wither me r By what feeming contradiftiom^ is the life of 
my fpirit preferved ! what. a myftery, what a paradox is the 
life of a Chriftian ? 

Wdcome, my health, this ficknefs makes me well- 

Med'cines adieu. 
When with difeafes I have lift to dwell, 

FU wifli for you. 
Welcome, my ftrength, this weakne& make^ me able. 

Powers adieu. 
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When I am weary grown of ftatiding ftable} 

P^l wifli for you. 
"Welcome," my wealth, this lofe hath gai&'d me more. 

. Riches adieu. 

When I again grow greedy xo be poor, 

rU wifli for you. 
Welcome, my credk, ^lus di%race is glory. ' 

Honours adieu. 
When for r^iown .and fame I Aall be forry^ 

I'll wifli for you. 
Welcome -content, ihis forrbw is my joy.. 

Pleafures adieu. 
When I defire inch griefe as may annoy, 

m wifli for you. 
Jlealth, ftrengthtf and richesb credit and content. 
Are fpaied beft fometimes when they are fpent. 
£ickne(s and weaknefs, lofs, difgrace and forrow, ^ 
Lend moll fometimes^ when mod they feem to borsow* 

And if by thefe^contrary smd tmpFQibable ways the Lord pre^ 
iTerves our fouls In life, no marvel <then we find fuch ftrahge 
and feeminglj contradiiOtory motions of our hearts, under the 
"various dealings ef God with us, and are flaU xeftlefs, in what 
condition ibever he puts us ; which reitiefs frame was excel- 
lently exprefledin that pious epigram of ^hexexerend Gataker^ 
4nade a little before his death. 

I thirft for thirftinefs, I weep for tears. 

Well pleas'd I am to be di^Icafed thus : 
The only thing I fear, is want of fears, 

Sulpe£ting I am not fufpicious. 

I cannot chufe but live, becaufe I die ; 

And when I am not dead, how glad am t ? 
Yet when I am thus glad for fenfe of pain. 

And careful am« left I ifaould carelds be ; 
Then do I grieve for being glad again, 

And'fear, left carefulnefe take care for me. 
' Amidft thefe reftlefi thoughts this reft I find, 

for tfaofe that reft not here, there's reft behiad. 
Jam Migi pcrtum^ vaUte. 

Viz' ' 
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fl^at good might ftamen get^ if once they laiere 
Put heavenly minded ? If they could hutfieer 
The Chriftidrfs courfej the foul might then enj^ 
Sweet peace^ they might tike feas overflow with Jay^ 
Were Codmir ally h9v> w0utd &ur comforts dgitibte 
Upon us ! thtu the feas of all our trouble 
Would be divinely pweet :'men fb^iM ende^vaur 
Tq fee God now$ and be with him for ever* 



To all Mafiersy Mariners^ and Seamen ; efpecia^y fuch as be^ 
long to the Boroyigk <f Cliftt^^ Dartm^uth^ a,nJti Ht^drvefs^ 
in the county of Devon^ 

SIRS, 
T Find it ft^ied ^f Amdhai€a^ thst whM one adked htm 
I whether the H^mg or the dead were metci He neijyrued 
this anfwer, ^ You mvft firft tdl me (£iidi ke) ta «4uc:b nuixii 
< ber I muK place feam«n :' Intimaung tbaneby]| that {bamen 
sre, as it were» a third foit of {perfons, to be yambeMd neither 
"with the Uvittg nor the dead i their lives hanging eootinually 
in fufpeii& before them. And it w^s amriendy acoMinted the 
snoS defperate employment, and they litlk better than loft mea 
that ufed the feas. « Through all my life (fs^ith Ariftotle) three 
^ things do efpecially repenf me : i. That ever I reveai.ed a 
* fecret to a voman. a.. That ever I remained one day with-* 
f Qut a wiU« 3« That Qve/ 1 weut to an; Tg!MS{ by knx whiiiber 



^ T jB^kt luivi^ gme by 1^^' ^ Nothing (fri& wfitftpr) if> 

^ more tnifcrabk, tl^^in to fee a vktuoua ^nd. woit^r pcrfwi 

« u{M9U the ii»/ 4j»4 akhough cuftoma an4 tbc ^at imr 

pjrpyemfpj: of .the art of uavigatipn, hs^ve 0^a4e it li!& fbrqnijAa^ 

^ ill>Wj ]F^ ar£ yau no £urth^r frpi^i 4eatb th^n jm\i are freni^ 

t^ :w^tcr% irbich U but a removis of two or threa incli^. Vtom 

you |h;»| bpriter io nigb i^p^a tbe Qon^at^ of death and. e^ermtf 

fv^ry |9M^mieii(t ^^7 be well fupppfed to be menof fifligiilar pi* 

«Qr and feriouA)£fs : JCor no^bipg mpi!e.compofrs th« bout t» 

l^b ^ frao^} th^n the iivoly appirehenfio^^ of ^crnity do v asA 

90cie ^av^ greater eternal ady^int^geis for ^bat« tbav ypii ba?«. 

^Ht^ ato^ t iGt t^^ generality, ^bat fort of meo arr Qiore HO'- 

g^lY» as4 ftupidly infenfible ^f ,a^r^al cpnc^rnm^iHa i living 

&r ||i^ mpft gart, as if tbey b^ inadp a covenant iriA dieaiki 

9nd with bell were at ^gr^fnent. It was an anctfim &y30g# 

j^^* 48/2/2:/V orar^, ^fl^ navigar^f He that taQW« not kowr t» 

pcayvl^bi^igotofisa. Batwemay&ya^w, (alas! tMwe«»af 

^ ib 19 ti^c^s of gxeater }kbO be tW would leant to bd proe 

i^ue, 4Q drinl^ and fwear, apd diibooo«r Ood^ let him g^ to fau 

A^ fpr Fayer^ i)^ i^ a r^ri? tbti^ ainong feanieny tbey icoiisit tbaC 

^.{u^ed}^ bMfipejb : they &e tbe profaoe and vile deliverjed U 

"W^pll aa otbara $ and fii6,r^fore» what ptofit is there if they praf 

l(Qtx> hii^ ? M^* iii- 4* As I rei^ember, I have read of a pro* 

f»j9e foldi^r, who. was be9f d fwearing, though he ftood ja a plaot 

^ great danger ^ and when one that ftood by him wairned bini| 

fyjinfif ^ FellowrfotUer» do ootTwear, the bullets fly ;^ be an«T 

fwcred, ^ Tbey that fwear comt off as weU as they that pray*' 

$ooQ after a ibot hit bicn^ and dow3 he fell. Plato diligemlf 

admoniflied all oien tp avoid the fea ; « For (faith he) H is the 

f fcbooUnaft^r «f all vice and difhonefty.' Sirs ! it is a very fad 

^oafidi^fatipsi tp Jne, that you who float upon the great deepa, in 

whi[^e bPttoin fo inaoy thoufand poor miferable ^reatofes lie« 

-wbcrfe fi^Jifiirefitnk them down, not only imothe bottom o| 

^e ijea, but of .hell alfo^ wbitber divine vengeance bath pnffu-* 

ed them : Tbat you, I fay, who daily float, and hover over them, 

and have );fae roaring wav^s and billows that {wallowed them 

VPy g^P^g ^ y^^ as. the ne«t prey, ftiould be no more affe^^ 

fd w#h thefe tbinga. Oh what a terrible voice doth God ut- 

. f^ri^ tbeitormsl *^Itbreaksthe cedar«, (bakes the wilder- 

« n^Sf mgkes the hinds to calve," PfeL xxix. 5. And can it 

pot &ake your hearts ? This voice pf the Lord is full of ms« 

jefty, but bis voice in the word is more efficacious and powers 

fid, Heb. iv- la; to convince ^nd rip up the heart. This 

iiiord4».Qi^Q4 i^y|( aJU ^i^ fiam^i. Fl#ki c;i^viii. 3. ami if 
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it caniidt awaken you, it is no wonder you remain Cecure and^ 
dead, when the Loi*d utters his voice in the moft dreadfut 
ftorms and tempefts. But if neither the voice of God uttered 
in his dread^ works, or in his glorious gofpel, can effedual* 
Jy awaken and rouze, there is an Eurociydon, a fearful ftorm 
coming, which will (b awaken your ibuk, as that they fhall ne- 
▼cr deep any more, VbL »• 6. ** Upon the wicked he fliaQ 
^ rain Ihares, fire andbrimftone, and an horrible tempeft; 
^ This it the portion of their cup." You diat have been at 
fea in the moft violent Aorms, never felt fuch a fiorm as this, 
and the Lord grant you nc^er may ; no ealm fliall follow this 
Aorm. There are fome among you, tbat, I am peduaded, do 
truly fear that God in whofe hainl ^tJsk life and breath is ; men 
tiiat fear an oath, and a're^n honour to tiheir profeffion ; who 
drive a trade for beaven, and^re diligent to fecure the happine& 
<»f their inimortal (ouls, in the infuranee-office above ; but for the 
generality, alas ! they mind none of iiiefe things. How n^my 
ef you are coafting to and fro, from one country to another f 
But never think ^ that heavenly country above, nor how you 
may get die merchandize thereof, which is better than the gold 
«f Ophir. How oft do you tremble to fee the feaming waves 
dance about you, and waih cN&i you^ Yet confider not ho'w 
terrible it will be to have all the waves and billows of God's 
wrath to go over your fouls, and that for ever. How glad art 
you after you have been long toiTed upon the ocean, to defcry 
land ? And bow yare and eagerly <k> you look out iot it, whp 
yet never bad your hearts warmed with the cohfideration of 
that joy whkh ihall be among the famtsi when they arrive 8( 
the heavenly fir^mdy and fet foot upon the (bore of ^ory* 

O Sirsl I beg of you, if you have any regaitl to Aofe preci* 
^s, immortal fouls of yours, which are alfo imbarked for eter^*^ 
mty^ whithw" all winds blow them, and will quickly be at their 
port of heaven or hell, that you willferioufly titind mde things^ 
and learn to fteer your couife to heaven, and improve all winds 
(I mean opportunities and means) to waft you diither. 

Here you venture life and liberty, run through many diffi- 
culties and dangers, and all to compafsa periihing treafiire; 
yet how often do you return difappointed in your defign \ Or 
if not, yet it is but a fading (hort-Iived inheritance, which like 
the flowing tide, for a while, covers th« fiiorc, and then re- 
turns, and leaves it naked and dry again : and arc not everlaft* 
ing treafures worth venturing for ? Good fouls be wife for e- 
ternity : I here prefent you with the fruit of a few fpare hours, . 
wdeemed for yowr fek^s, from my other, ftudies and eaaptey* 
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f|ient€, which I have put into a new dreis and mode* I have 
endeavoured to cloath fpiritual mauers in your own dialed and 
phrafc^y diat they mi^ he the more intelKgihIe t» you % and 
added fome pious fxiemS) with which the feveral chapters are 
concluded, trying hv all means to a£ault your feveral affe^ons» 
^nd as the ap(^d 4>eaks, << to catch you with guile.*^ I cam 
{^ nothing of it ; I know it cannot ^ without its manifold 
iniperfefBarvSy iince I am confcious of fo maiiy in mylelf i only 
ibis I will adventure to fay of it> that how de£e£ki ve or empty fo- 
^ver it be in other refpe£b» yet it is ftuffed and filled with much 
true love to^and earned de£Lces after the falvatioa and profperity 
ef your ibuls* And for the other defecU that attend it, I have 
4)nly two things to ofFer, in way of excufe ; it is the firft eflay 
that I ever made m th^ k]nd> wherein I find no precedent : iind 
it was haftned for your fakes, too foon out of my hands, that iic 
mi^ht be ready to wait upoi^ you> when you undiertake your 
ncx;t voyage : fo that I could not revife and polifii it. Nor in* 
deed was I folicitous about the ftile ; I confider» I write not 
for critical' and learned perfon& \ my defign is not to pleafe 
your fancies any fucther,^tha»I might thereby get advantage to 
profit your fouk* I will not once*queftion your welcome re*- 
ception of it : if God ihall blefs thefe meditations to the con- 
vo-fion of any am<mg.you> you will be the gainers^ and my 
heart iball rejoice> even mine. How comfortably fliould we 
fiiahe hands nvith you> when you go abroad^ were we perfuaded 
your fouls were interefted in Chrift^and fecured from peiifiiing> 
in liie oew covenant ? What life would it put into our prayers 
for you, when ydu are abroad, to confider that Jefus Chrift is 
interceding for you in heaven^ whitft we are your remembran- 
cers here on earth ? How quiet would our hearts be, when you 
are abroad in ftorms, did we know you had a fpecial iiitereft in 
him whom winds and feas obey ? To conclude, what joy would 
it be to your godly relatioi^ to fee you return new creatures I 
Doubtlefs more than if you came home laden with the riches 
of both Indies. » 

Come^ Sirs I fet the heavenly Jerufelem uppn the point of 
your new compafs s make all the fail you can for it \ and the 
Lord give you a profperous gale> and a fafe arrival in that land 
ofreft. 

Se prays 

♦ Tour mdjt affe&knate friend to firve 

ym in foul concernments^ 

J OH N F LA V E 
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Te et«rf SEAMAN faititg Uest^tk^^imL 

f^n»ut Seaman f 
HE arr df fiavigatiofr, by ^hxh fflfands «l|itlctany arc c«r 
riched,^tld preftnrcd mfifetyfrbift foreign invafiont; 
4nd Ae wDnderftd works of God in the great atep, and fo>^ 
fdgtt nations, areihoft delightfully and fiiUy beheld, &c. is affr 
itt of CTtquifitC excellency, ingenuity, rarity, and iftitabiJity t 
hiH the art cffpiritual navigation is the art of arts. It is » 
gallant thing to be able to carry a (hip richly laden round the' 
twjrld ; but it itf much more gallant to carry a foul (that ricb 
foiading, a pearl of more worth than all the merchandize of tht 
world) in a body (that is as liable to leaks and broifes as any 
fhip is) througj^ the fea of this World (whidh is as unftabli? 
^ Water, and hath the feme brinifii tafte and felt guft 
Whlch^ the Wstters of the fea have) fafc to heaven (the beft ha* 
^tfi) fb as to atoid fpHtting tipoit any foul- finking ftxrks, or 
ftriking upon any foul-droviTiing fends. Tlic art of natur^ na-* 
f i^ti<m fe a very great myftery ; but the art of fpiritual riaViga- 
6on is by mucli a greater myftciry. Human wifdom may teach 
Vitt6 carry a fhip to the IndSes \ but the wrfdom only that is 
front aboVcvcan teach lis to fteer our courfe aright to the havtit 
tf happinefs. This art is purely oi divine tev^ldtim. The 
mith is5 divinity (the doctrine of living to God) is iloflieig ^Bfe 
But the art of/ovl-navigationy revealed from heaveri. Kn^ere 
Ittatt (ian carry a ftiip to any dtitredport in all the worW> bmf 
no ttttrc man can carry a foul to hearert. He muft be a faint, 
he Jmift be a dfvrnc (fa alf faints are) that can be z pilot to carry 
i fdtd to thc/4i> havtm in Emanuers land. The art of natunkf 
ftavrgatidn is wonderfully improved fince the eotning of Chrift, 
Before whieh time (if there be truth in hijlory) the ufe of thef 
hddjlt^nt wits neter known in the wtJrId ; and before the vir* 
tueofthat was revealed unto ths mariner^ it is unfpe^kable 
With what unciertain wandering^ feamenjfctfr«/hcre and there, 
rather th^n failed the right atid direflt way. Sure I ani, the art 
of tjpirittral navigation is wondwfuily hnpixjved fiftce the com-' 
ing of Chrift ; it oweth its cleareft and fulleft difcovery to the 
coming of Chrift. This art of arts is rlow petfedlly revealed in 
the fcriptares df the oH vnd newteiboient i but the rules there- 
of are difperfed up and down therein. The collediing and me- 
thodizing of the feme eannot but be a work vdry ufeful unto 
&0l^: though, ^hcD^ all; is 4bnc^ there is an abfoluteneccl&tyof 



Sietieai^ngsof the Spirit^ and of the aiiamtkfg that iUfmAi 
above^ to make hvdsmrtifi'fm failiiig heaven-ward. The ingt^ 
itiaus ani^r4j££kiQ£ikr^iian's. Comf^s^ or the Marines O^rft- 
^/nipniimakes three parts of this art ^s the fchoolmen do of di- 
vinity) vi». fpecuiative^ fra^kaly and affeBknate. Th« pria- 
tipal di&igs lieceflary tabe knoirn by a fyintxaljiamany in oi^ 
4er to the fteering rightly ^nd fafeiy to the/>«rf of happincf8,life 
rtduceth t^ feur heads, aaiwerable to tlie four general- pointb 
of tfae\ compafs \ making ^oi Qur ni»rtb s Chrifi our eaft s kef* 
Unefs ovafiuth ; and Ji^dth our tn/eji p(Hnta. Concerning God» 
4fc muft know, (i.) That he is, Heb. xi. 6. and that thefp 16 
bUtoneGod, iC0r«viii. 5^6. (2.} That this Godis that fupreme . 
gO€)d, in the enjoyment of whom all true-faappinefs liesy PfaU 
iv. 6, 7- Mat. v. 8.*— -xviii. 2©. (3.) That (life-eternal lying iA 
God^ and he being inc6mprefaeniible and unconceivable in ef- 
femce^ as beiiig a Sptik) our beft way to eye him is in' his attri^ 
buteS) £x6d. xandv. 5^^^ 7. and works,^Rom. i. 20. and efpev 
tiaily in htsSon, 2 Cor. iv. 6* (4.) That as God is a Spirit, fo.dur ' 
thiefefti yea, only, way of knowing, enjoying, ferving, aoi. 
^alJLing with him, is in the Spirit likewifc, job iv. 24. Concern^ 
Sng Chrifi, -t^ nluft know, { 1 •) That he is the true Sun whickt 
ur^h upon the worlds by which ail i#e enlightened, John i, ^^ 
^Mal. iii. 2.. Luke i. 78, 79^ (2.) That God alone is in )ii«t, re- 
-conciiinghimfeif to the world, 2 Cor. v. 19* 1 Cor. 1. 30. JohA 
^tivj. (J. {3.) That Jcfus Ghrift is only madeours by the uni€«i 
ttnd indwelling of himfeif in us through the Spirit) 1 Cor. ii. 9, 
10; and Vi^ 17. John xvi. 8, 9. i Cor. xii. 3, 13. (4.) That the 
^ay of the Spirit^s uniting us to Chrift, is by anafl: of powi^ oik 
^is part, and by an a£l of faith on our parts, John iii. 16, 36. 
;andv. 29. £plu iii% 17* Concerning holinefs^ we muftknpw> 
^ I .) T^at whoever is in Chridis a new creature, 2 Con v. 1 j. 
1 Cgr* VI. 11. (2.) HoUne&is the foiil*^ liigheft luftre, £xod. 
XV. 11. when we come to perfe£)jon in holinefs, then is oui: 
fun at theheij^ in us* (3.) HolindSy isChrift filling the foul ^ 
Chrift pur Sun is at the bigheft in 6ur hearts, when they arc 
iboft holyv (4.^ This bbllnds is that which is .dire£Uy oppofitfc 
to Sn; mi cdip&s liolineiB,a&d hplihefs fcatters fin, Heb. vik 
2^. PhiU ii-15. a Pet. iii. It. Concerning de»th, wemuft 
)mow,(i.)D^ath is certain^ tfaefun of our life will fist in death 4 
i^4n out days come about to this weilem point, it will be 
night5.Heb. iit. 27^ P&L xtix« 7, p. (2.) If ^<liein our fins 
«Kit49f Chrift, wit arc undone |for ever, Job viii. 24^ Phil. i.. 
i I • O^J) itisour benighting tp die> but iti$ notour annihilating^ 



^^34 ^ Epifik U Seamxn JaSing JTeavtH-tijnrif^ 
1 Con XT. RcT. XX. 12. (4«) After death comes judgment ;»a!f 
that die {hall arife to be judged, either for life or deaths the^ fe« 
.eond time, Heb. ix^ 27. Mat» xxv. Hek vi« 2. ^efe feus 
heads, and the parttculars under them, are as. neceflary to be • 
koown in fpiritiial navigatioiiy as the four points ofdie com^is 
«e in natuF^l navigation. The things which we ought to do 
>iii orc'er to our arrival to our happine&^our author makes as 
.many as there be points in the compafs.-' And for an help t^ 
memory, we may begin every pamcularwi<b inktal known let^ 
ters y on the points of the comyafs.. (;i «)- N. Neres ftir er fteer 
any courfe^ but bv light from God, Pfatm cxix. 105. ifa. viii^ 
- 10. (2.y N. and oy £. Never enter upon any defign, but (tick 
as ten(]rtbwards Ghrift, A£l$ x. 43* (3.) N. N. £. Note no- 
thing eni^dufly, which thrives without God,,Pfa&n Ixxiiii. I2r 
^3** (4*) ^* £• ^^ by N. Never ent^rprize not-warrantabI« 
courfes, to procuie any of the moft prized or conceited advanta- 
ges, X Tim* vi. 9, 10. (5.)' N^-E^Now entertain^ the iacred 
commands- of God, if hei:eafter thouexpeS the fovertign con- 
iblations of God, Pfal. exix. 48. (6.) N»E. and by E. Never cf- 
tcem Egypt's ti^afurcs fo much, as for them to forfake the peo^ 
pie of God, Heb» xi^ 26^ (,7^ p» N.. E. Err not^ cfpecially in 
fcul- affairs, Jam^ i^ j56v*i TCim. it. rp^. 20i 2 Tim. iij«- 1^. (8.) 
£.. and by K. SfcKew nothing but fir^ i* Pet. iii. 11. Job i. 7, 
8> — 3i> 34- (9.) E- Eftablifli thy heart wiA grace, Heb. xiii.^ 
9. (10.) E. and by S.- Eye fen^ty in e^ry ad^ion, i |^et. i* 
75.. Zech. xir.- 29^ (i I'.)) E. Sv. E*' Ever flariwc earineftly to live 
under, andtoimpceye^the means efigraee. (fo;) S. E. and by £.. 
Suffer every ei^il of puniihment <if fbrrowy^ratherthan leave the 
ways of Chrift and grace.. (.13.): ^•' S<^ S^h* earasfliy for more 
enjoyments of Chrift. ( 1*44 S.* £•• and by S» Seek evermore- 
fome evidences of Chrift in you the hope o| glory.* (15.) S^ 
&. E. Still fet eternity before youy m<^ regard ofenjoyinp Jefus- 
Chrift, John xvii. 24. ( 1 6.) Sl and by E.. Setde it ever in youf 
fcul, as a principle which you will nevec depart ftom,»Tfiat ho^ 
linefs, andtrue bappinefs arc in Chrift, and by ChriA^ (.17*) "^^ 
Set thyfclf always as before the Lord, PfaL xvi. t ^ A^s ii.. 25. 
.(18.) S. and by W. See weakneft haftningtheeto death^i^eveft 
when thou art at the^higheftpitch or point. ( 1 9^)^^ S. W.. See 
fixi which k the fting of death, as taken away by Chrift^ 1 Coiv 
•XV. 55, ^6^ (20.) S. W. and by S. Store up wifely fome pro*- < 
.•^iHons every day for ygur dying day. (21.) S. W. Set world- 
ly things under your feet, before death come to look you iir 
^thcjface. (22.) S. W. and by W. Still vircigh and watch with 
Jbins girded^ and lamps tcimjnedy Lukexii. 35»3.6>S7» C^2^]f 



j§n Efnjfk fo Seamen faiRn^ ffeaiven^ari£. ^y^ 
^W. S. W. Weigh foul-wcrks, and all in the balance of the 
^nffuary. (24.) W. and by S. Walk in fweet communion with 
thrift here, and fo thoii mayeft die In peace, Luke ii. 29. (25.) 
W* Whatfoerer thy condition be in this world, eye God as the 
4ifpofer of it, and therein be contented, Phil iv. 1 1* (26.) W* 
.and by N. Walk not according to the xourfe of the mod, but 
after the exampkof theheitX27.) W, Nj W. Weigh notwhaC 
men^eakorthink of thee,fo Godapprove theeyfi Chron. x. iS* 
Rom. li. 28, 29. <2^) N. W. and by W. No«er wink at, but 
^watch agaii^ finallfins, nor -^negleft little duties, i^b. v« 15;. 
.(29.) N. W. Never wifli.Taflily for death, nor love life too in- 
sordinately, Jobiu.4. (30.) N.*W!.:imd l^r N. Now -wKvk nimb- 
ly ere night come, Job dt. 3^, 36* Eodef. ix. la (31-) N. N« 
W. Name nothkig \iiben l^ou pkadeft i«ath «God tor thvfou^ 
but Chrift and frte-grace, Dan. ix. Jty. (32^ |N..and by W. 
^6w welcome Chrift, if at death thou wouldft be\welcomed hj 
•Chrift. A tender,^uick, enttxrened and enli^tened con&nencfy 
is the only point i^on which weaaamR. extG, thefepra£Bcal rules 
:cf our ChrTftfttn compafs, Heb. -xrit. u 2 Cor. 4.12. Our me- 
jnory, that 16 ihe^ex in which this compa&inuft be kept, in 
•vUcb tliefe rules muft be trea£afed,*that we may be as ready 
.and expert in them, as the tnarinar is in his fea-compafiu So 
^fnuch for the fpeculative and prafiic^ffatts of the an of fouk- 
^iritual-navigation* Theiaffiidionate^art^och principally He 
.•in the fecret motionsor mo^ngsof the foul towards God in the 
affedlions, whi<di sH-eiraifed and ^^auned, and efpecially appear 
.zGtive in meditadon^ «neditation i)eing, as it were, the limbec^ 
^r ftill, in whiohilre:i<ffe£lioiis heat and mek, and, as it werei 
drop fweet fpifitiial«waters* The affiafiicmate author of the 
Chrtftian^s Compafs^oA indeed, in the «faird and iaft part of 
his undertaking, hmt at feveral meditations which die fpiritual 
feaman istobeacquajfited^ith,ittntowluch thou haft ah exeel- 
•icat fupplement in this New Comfafsfisr Seamen. Thisc«Uec»; . 
"tionis prefixed^ thatat oitce thou ^mayeft view all the compafi^ 
i(both fpeculative, pra&kal, and«affe£ttonate) by which thou 
muft fteer heaven-ward. What further fliall be added by way 
t)f pre&ce^ is jnot to commend :^is new compafs, which indeed 
1(2 Cor. iii. i.) needs no cvfvr«««»F fff-if«A«y, letters qfcammeiukt* 
4icnf or any panegyrick to .uiherit into any honeft heart s bu^ 
•i» ftir up all, efpeciallv feamen^ to make confcience of ufing; 
Cuch choice helps for toe promoting the fandification and faW 
^ffiaticm^f iheirfoubji&trdie making of thqm asjdextenmi in 
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the art of fplritual luvigation, as anj of them are in the *as£ 4S 

natural navigation* Confider therefore, 

.f. What rich merchandise: thy fijsul ia» Chriftaflltrds Xi9^ 
4ine foul 16 more worth than all * the world. The Lord Jefiic 
<k>th» as it were, put the whole world into one f«a]tf> and one 
jbul in the other, and f he world is found foo lights AEatth.; xH, 
^6. Shottldft thou bf (kill in. natural navigation carry ^afe all 
the tr^aAires of the Indies into thine o#a port, yea« gain tkc 
whole world, and Cor want of flcill in f|urhiiat nai^igatioai lo& 
|hy foul, thou wouldeA he the greateft lofer in. the worM. Sat 
-fiir wilt thou be from profiting by any of tl\y. fear.«o]^gc^ 
There is a plain imu$H( in thofe words qf Chrift, <<. What is s( 
^ man profited if lie jball gain the ivhdbe warid^ a^^ lofe his 
«^ own foul ? Or what (hall a t^an gii^ in eaeliaitfe ibr hft 
^* fold ?" » More b meant ^n is fyfAicti^ ♦ 

Thfjhudkfipore^isakak dyh,Xid,S!^?fI«toMJ, iJi 

<liftempers in the humours and paffions diat diy hody is (vb^cA 
to 1 It is abore aooo years ago, that there har^ been reckotte^ 
^p ^fTK) na»ies of difeitfes ; and there be manif utidciran^e aame^ 
-and many nameieft, Which pafe the phyficiana iiot o^y ho#: 
to cure them, but how to call thenu< And }m dhe affDEtioaa; 
^andpaffimis of tl^emind, die £Aempera 0|f them arcnolefc 
deadly to fo^e, than the difeafes of ti^ body \ but bdidesthefe 
internal caufasttha;^ ape many external csxies of leaks in this, 
wefiel, as f'poifotM'tis malignvties, iffprathful hdftHWea, and cft? 
iual mifltaps; yery fmaU matters ma^. he of^gnoit moment ta^ 
|he (inking of this yefiel. The leaft gnat in di&ia,r may choak 
i^e, as it did Adrian, a pofN& o£ Rotate i a li^iai^ ta m^ijk 
anay ftrangleoo^e, a^ it did. a oQanfrileir.m I^ne ; a little. AoW 
0f a raifin may flop oQie's. breath,. as i^ did the poetical poet A- 
i:iacreo]|. Thiis you fee whai( a leaking Veffid you &tl in. Na«e 
the more kaky any ihip, is, the moce need these is pf flutt to, 
fteer ^fdy. 

^ Cbnnder what a dangerous fea the v^ht is^ inwiricfatby^ 
Ibul is to lail in the leaking ihip of thy bodyw As there are nqt 
inore changes in the fea^ than are in die worlds ^ wncld be-, 

* Brafmi ehilii»d« p. a«9, 
* f In Eiht«>pia ^lers is-a oertaui poifba. wheecoC tbe. tenth psftoC* 
one grain will kill % man, aod for ooe ^raip teo men. Djp^, Sufr 
7ftrrl.Ify£o^. P^jJ^. cap. Z^Jf* \p 



_ dnly conftant in iiico»ftsincy» << Tlie faihicft of thk wdrU 
^ paffistb away," i C€fr« vii. 3 1 • So thore are not more daogeiv 
in the £» fos flitps, thaii there are in the worl4 for fouls. In 
llus world fouls meet wkh rocks anid faads, fyiMs and pyrates s 
worldly temptations^ worldly hifts, and worldly eomfany-eaufe * 
imtay to *< droit n d)epifelve$ ip perdition/' 1 Tim. vi. 9. The 
jrary, things of thi» worid endangier your fouls^ 3y worldly eW 
ptk$ we foon grow worldly. It is hard to touch p«tG)% and 'not 
be defiled* The lufts of thia wprld ftain all our ^ory> and tb# 
menoftkis world pollute all they ^mveFfe with. A itoan.th^' 
hceps comjpany with the men of this world) 19 Hke him ths^ 
waUceth iathe fun, tanned inkniiUy. Thus l have btoed to 
jfnh difi dangeroufhefiiof theiea wfaerem you are to'&il. Now 
-itm more dangf roua the^ foa is» the more requifico it is th4 &ilr 
or be an artif^ 

.4. Coafider^ wrhat il through wsint of ikiU in die heavenly 
^ of fpiritual na^^^timii tlpou ibouldft no.t iHer thy eon: (t ^ 
right 1 I will inftance only in two cbi)foqueats hereof. <^» 
IVm wik^nerer arrive at thehairenof^ppinefs. 2. Thou 
fludt be drowned in the ocean o{^God's wrath. As true a» the 
.^frmd of God is true, ae inre as t^ heavens are over thy head; 
and the earth uitder thy feet$, a^fure as thou yet livcft, and 
breatbeft in dii* air i fo true and certain it is, thou (halt ^ever 
ftfter tnto.heawBQ^ h^M fink into the deep of the bottomlefe pit^ 
Am I net herein a mefienger of the faddeft tidings that ever 
yet tiby eacs did hear ? Poffihly now thou makeft a light mat^ 
t«r of tbefe tbings, becaufe thou doft not know what it is to 
mib of heaycn, what ie is for eveir to lie under the wrath of 
Godi but hereafter thou wik know fully what it is to have 
tfay foul loft eternally, fo loft, as- that G o d's^ mercies, and 
all the good there is in Chrift, (hall never fave it ; and as 
Chxi'hntfa ftfrand ordered thingSy 4:att never fave.it. ttereafter 
thou wik be perfe£Uy fenfihle of the good that diou mi^^t^ft 
have had, and of the evil that iball be upon thee (^is is Go^'s 
necufiar prerogative, to make a creature as fenfibleof mifery as 
ne pleafeth) then thou wilt have other thoughts^of thefo thingis 
dian thou now haft. Th^n the thoughts of thy mind (hall be 
bu(ted abouit thy loft conditios^, both as to the pain of lob^ an4 
^lihe pain of fenfe *, fo that thou (halt not be. able to take any 
ea(e one moment; then, tha^ t^y torments may be increased) 
they acknowledge the truth of thy apprehenfions, yea, the 
Jkrei^ of them ihaH be increafed'^ tbou (halt have the true 

^ Tbe flames of heU' Aall fltioc abaut the damned, to let them 
% h9w they are tormei^tcd* J^JJ^ on the-ebief f»ed bookr^a* ' 



tjfl An Bpi/He to Seamen faiRng Heaven'-ward. 
aod deep a^rehenfions of the greatniefs of tha( good ifcst 
<}ioa (hale mift of, and of that evil which thou fhalt procui^ 
unto thyfclf \ and then thou (halt not be able to chufe, but t» 
apply all thy lofe» idl thy mifery to thyfelf, whkh will force 
idide to roar out, O my loft ! O my mifery ! O my inconceiv^ 
^bk, irrecoverable lo{8 and mifery! yea, for ^e increafing of 
thy torments, thy aflFe£Hons and memory fliaH be enlarged. 
O thatf CO prevent that lofs and mifery, thefe things may now 
t>e known, and hid to heart 1 O that, a blind underfiandis|^ 
a (faipid judgm^t, a bribed confcience, a hard heart, a bad 
memory, may no longer make heaven and iiell to feem but . 
trifles toifceei thou wiltlhen eafily beperttiaded^ maSsA it 
thy main bu(ine(6 here, to become an vnfaSt in fpiritu^ navif 
gatian. But to (hut up this preface. I (hall Iniefly acquaint 
JiamMf why thy (bould, of all others, be men of (ingularpie- 

2 and heavekKnejEs, and *diere&>re more than ordtnarily (faidy 
IB heavenly art of /pinUui namgathfu O ii^n/fomem 
would then cott(ider, 

I* How nigh ihdf border upon the confines of death and 
eternity every moment^ there is but a ftep, but an inc^ or two 
between them and thehr graves, continually : the next guft may 
over-fet them, die next wave may fwaHow tihem 4ip. In one 
place lie iurkkig dangefoiis codes, in janodber .perilous fands, 
and every where fiormy winds, ready ^4eflfoy them, f Well 
wn^jlke/eamencijK)^^ Eg^crefiirttmimn^aiiii; I have not 
iiaaa morrow in myfiands thefe many years. Should not 
they tiien be extraordinary (erious and heavenly, continually! 
' Certainly (as^ reverend autior of this new cmnpafr well ob- 
tbrves) nothing more compofedi i^ie heart to fuch a frame, di99 
the lively apprehensions cf eternity do; and nom faave greater 
cacternal advantages for diat, than feaxnen hav^ 

2. Confider (feamen) what extraordinary help you have by 
the book of the creatures ; ^ The whole creation is God's 
<♦ voice ; it is God' s excellent % hand-writing, or the (acred 
«< fcriptures of tfee moft High,** to teach us much of God, and 
what reafons we have to bewail our rebellion againft God, and 
to make confcience of obeying God only, naturally, and con* 
tinually. The heavens, the earth, the waters,, are die three 
great leaves of this book of God, and all the creatures are (a 
many lines in thofe leaves. AU that learn not to fear and ferva 

f Terror uhiqut tremor ^ $ipt$r undeqm^ i^ uffdifue Urfpr. Ofi4» 
I Mundi creatit^ft 4^riftur^ Dt^L(^^ Uuivcffm m^^^ 
dm efi D^mt cxflieutm* 
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God by the help of this book, will be Idt inexcufablet Rom.^ 
ic 20. Hoir inesccufable then will ignorant and Ungodly ^ar 
men be I Seamm ihoald^ in this refpe^, be the heft icholan in 
the Lord's fchool, filing they do,' more than others, fee the 
works of the iKird^ and his wonders in the gieat deep, P&l.. 
cvii. 24. . 

3. Codider hop«r often you are nearer heairen thait anrpeo* . 
rie in the world. *^ They mount up to heaveiH*^ Pfal. cvii, 26. 
it has been laid of an ungodly minifter, that contradiAed hift 
preaching in his life and cdnveifatiai^ that it was pity be (Kbuld 
ever come out of the ptil[rft^ becaufe he w^ ^ere as near kea«. 
Yen as erer he would be. Shall it foe faid of you^ upon the 
fame accdum,fhat it i»a pity you (hould comfidown from the 
Eigh towerhig wav€^f the fea? Should not ySoinrn that.in 
ftormy weather havjo^ their fe^ (as it were) upon the battle<». 
ments of heaven, look down upon all earthly. happine& in thisr 
world but as bafe, watertlh, and wtxtblefs ? The great cities of 
Campania feem but (maSi cottages to them tbatftand on the 
Alps. Should vy^Jeamen^ that fo oft mount up to heavei^ * 
make it their mainbttfinefe here, once atlaft to get into heaven? 
What (Jeamen) ihlS you only g^ Co heaven againft your wills ? 
Wifitnjyamen mouint up to heaven m a ftorm, iSatpfabnifi tella 
us, That << their fiwls are melted becaufe of trouble.'' O that 
you were contimially as unwilling to go to hell^ as you are in » 
florm to ^ to heaven ! * 

4. And laftly, Confider what engagements fie iqxm you to 
be fingularly holy, > from your fingubr deliverances and &Iva«> 
tions. Tlvey that go down tp the fea in (hips, are fometimes 
in the valley of the ihadow of death, by resdRm of the fpring** 
ingof perilous leaks ; and yet miraculcufly delivered, either by 
ibme wonderful (topping of the leak, or by God^s fending 
Ibme ihip witbin theif fight> when they have been far ottt of 
%ht of any land ^ or by ms bringii>g their near*peiifliing (hip 
&fe.to (hore. Sometimes they hare been in very great danger 
of being taken by pyrates, yet wonderfully pre(erved, either by 
God's calming of the winds in that part of the fea where thcf 
pyrates have failed, or by giving the jxxx- purfued (hip a (hong 
gale of wind to run aws^ from their purfuers, or by finking 
tbepyra^s, t^r. Sometimes their (hips bare been ,ca(t awayt 
and yet they diemfelves' wonderfully got fafe to fbore upcm 
j^ahks, yards, mMfcy ^r. ' I might be emfiefs in oiumme'^ 
rating their deliveratices frpm (hrowning, from buminpf, from 
flafvefy, ^c* Sure (Jeamen/ytm/extrsiiirdinuj felvationslay 
mfintbm i^dinafy.imgagemencs. iqpon you, topraifct bve^ 



t 



rf' ' ■ ' " I ^ • ■ fo aile£l€fl w»tk tti ^ 

pr, .,....■■....■■ I ^g^ficml|tJ4at thdr ! I ■ . . . . 

iffiatjons of £«KFt£' r'l 'I Savhuff nfuidc the v err i 

bifdifftll iiowA ftoii^ lu. :.l: ...s iftooKhcJ* O how anmmj 

fiarmn be affcfted with ihi^'n fia^tL-ihrrama J niany that hav^j 
been delivered from Tuvkifh Jl^svefyt have ?owed to ' ' i 1 
to their redeemer f till the iliys of their Iti^e** Ah , .,, J 

not you b^- ' • ■■' " ■ ■ " ■ ^s^H 

your lives^ i' . •■.^. ; r., ^ ...■ '..;.. i i^., '- :-[^':rJIF 

from death kleit by him f Verily* do what you can, you wiTl 
die ia God's dek. *« As far me, God forbid that 1 ftioujd fm 
« againft the Lord in ccafmg to pray for youi** i Sam* jcii. 2j, 
24. Thiit by the pcrufal of thisi fhort and Cwem tf 'r 
the jtidicioijn a«d Ingenious uuthor hath welt m 
profit and ; , you m ly karn the gooj T^nd right waVt 

Cfcn CO foj i irtl, and fcr^re him in truth, with all jout 

lieaiti, considering how great things he hith done for yoit. 

' This IS the hedirty prayer of 

r^fir t&rdiatfrUnd^ mrfi£ft!y defirms ^aspr^fptrms vpydgi 
fQtyotir precimis and hnmQrtdijmhf T. &L 



The AUTHOR to the READER. 

HEN dcwy-cheek'd Aurora doth difplay 
Her curtaim^ to let in the nciv^-borii day, 
hcav*jily face ]ooks red^ ms if it were 
Dy'd with a moddl blufh, *twixt l]iame:trid fear* 
Soi makes lier blaih, fufpefting that he ml] 
Scorch ibmetoo much, and oth^rj leave tDochilL 
With futh a bluih, my Ikde new-born btKik 
Goc£ out of h^fid, rtifpeclbig fome may look 
Upon it with contempt, while ot\v ' 

So mean a piece too high, by l!ait \ _ .ujc, 
Icfi beauty cannot make its fathtr-dotc \ 
'Tie a poor babe, ciad io a fca-greec coat. 
It's g^nc from me too yourrgt and now is nin 
To fea, among the tribe of Zehulun, 
Go, little book, thou marty frienrk wik find 
A^ong that tribe, who will be very kin- ! , 
And many of them care of thee wiii t,i v-, 
JS9tb im ihy own^ and for thy iathcr'i Ikkr. 
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jHcovVi iaTd it from the. dangerous ftorms amd gufls 
dliat will be rais'd agahift, it bf mc3i'^ luft $.. 
(juilt makes meil aiigry> anger is a ftorm^ 
But facred truth^s tHy fiielter, fear no harni; 
Qn kimed) . or perfon% no refle&ion's found 1 
Though with reflexions ifeW. books mdlrk s^bou^di 
Go, little booki I haVe ihuch more to fa^ , 
But feaihen call for theb^ thou tnuft away; . 

Yet e're yoju have it^ graht me one requeft^ « 

Pra^ do not keep it priis'her in youir ciietl; 

^ hS>> «»i N^ v^ S^ «^ «4^ ^fik^ <^ i!^ «^ viM «C>k «^ 4p^ W>t «»i«^ «^ 

NEW C O M P A S S 

S E AM EN: 

o ii) ■ ■ • 
MAVtCtAtlGM SPIRitUALtSiED. 

G H A ^; t 

THie iatnching xf i Jhlp plaifify fefl^ fbtth 
bur douite ftAte^ by fitft and feami Urth. 

• , O fe S E R V A Ti O N.^ 

NO fooner is a (hip built« lailhcbed, rigged, viipiuaikd^ ^d 
manned^ but ihe is prefinitly fettt out into the boiileroud 
Ocean, where fhe is never at reft, but continually flu^l^ting, 
toffingi ah^ iabdilringj^ until (be be either overwhelmed, and 
wrecked iii the Tea, or ttiroUgh ag^, knocks, and br^ifes, grows 
leaky, and unferviceable | and fo is haled upi and ritit amoadv 
, A ^ P L I C A 1 1 6 N* 
No fooiier come -^t into ttie wodd aismen, df ^ ChriftianSf ^ 
by a pat^M or fuperitaturai t>irth| but thttai we ar^ toiled up^it 
ia fca rf troubles, job v, 7. *• Yet man i^ jK>in lo tmuble, as 
.. VoVVt H h 
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•• the fparks iy upwards/* The fpark no fooner comes oiit ^ 
the fire, but it fli^s iip naturally ; k needs, not any external 
force> help, or guidance, but afcends from a principle in itfelf ; 
fo naturally, fo ea(il)(doth trouble rile out of fin* There is ra^ 
dicailysili the mifcry, anguiih, and trouble in the world in our 
corrupt natures* As the fpark lies clofe hid in the coals, fo 
doth mifery in (in 3 every tin draws a rod after it* And thefe 
forrows and troubles fall notonly on the body, in thofe breach- 
es, flaws, defoimitks, pains> aches, difeafes, to which it i» 
fubject, which are but the f roaDft of dying nature, and its 
crumbling, by degrees, into duft again ; baton all our employ* 
u1€nts afiid cillibgS atfo. Gen. iii. 17, 1^, 19. Thefe are fuB 
of pain,. trouble^ and difappoiatment. Hag. i. 6- We earn 
wages, and put it into a bag with holes, and difquiet ourfelves 
in vain ^ all o^ir rt;l^iom full of trouble. The apoiUe fpeak- 
ingi^p thgk t^at macry, &itb, i Cor. vii. 28. << Such ihall haie 
** trouble in the flelh.'* Upon which words one glofleth thus: 
Flefli and trouble afc married togf^ther, whc- 
See Mr. IVhate* ther we marry or no ; but they that are mar- 
Icy^s Cnre'tioth. » ricd, nnnrry with, ami match imo new trou- 
. . Ijfcs : AH relations have theij* burdens, aswell 

as theiP cdttiforts : it were endlefs to enumerate' the ibrrows 
of this kind, and yet the troubles of the body are but the body 
of our troubles ; the fpirit of the curfe falls uppn the fpiritual 
ajrd nobfeft p*r5'of!|id$. ; The foul a^ botj^i li^e to ^z^kiel's 
roll, are written full with fonows, both within and without. 
o^xHfK wc mj^iie lAe ifime repofr o* our lives j^ when wetcofxie c& * 
die, that old Jacob made before Phjtraoh, Gen. xlvH* 9. f^Few 
« and evil have the days of the years of bur lives been." Eccl. 
ii. 22, 23. " For^rhat l^atb maa<rfall hisjabotir, andof thevex- 
*« ation of his heart, wb^ein he. hath laboured ujidcr.thefun ? 
** For all his days are forrows, and hxs' travel grief, yea, his 
. ^^ heart taketh ho reft in tfce night : This is alfo vanity." 

' Nea'ther cloth our new birth free us from troubles, though 
then they bfe' fanftified, fweetned, and turned imp bkiBngs ta 
Hifi- We put hot off the human, when we put on the divine na- 
ture j -nor are we then freed from the fenfe, thbugh we arc deli* 
vfer^dfrom the ftiiig^and curie of them. Grace doth not pre* 
fently j^nek Oiit ail thofe arrows that fm hath (hot into the fides- 
of nature. 2 Cor. v5f. j. •* When we were come into Maqc- 
•^ donia, our ffefti harf no reft, but wc were troubfcd on every . 
H fide: Without were fightings, and within were fears." Rev/ 
v^f. ^j^^ "Thefe are they that come, out of ^reat tribulations.*^* 
The firft cry of'tbc new-bcrn Chriiftian (feys one) ^^ivcslreUan* 



^jbtnsOy smd awakens the itigeboth of devils a&<l men agamft him. 
.Hence Paul and Barnabas acquait^ted thofencw converts, A&s 
xiv. 22. ** That through much tribulation they muft enter yft- 
^* to the kingdom of God." And we find, the ftate of ttte 
church, in this world, fet out (Ifa. 11 v. 1 1.) by the finiiiitude 
of a diftfeffed £hip at fea-: " G thou afflifted [and toffe^] xhth 
« tempefts, and not comfort«;d." [Tofled] a$ Jonah'a ftiip iraff; 
for the fame word is their ufed, Jpnah i* i i> tj^, «b a Tefloi aitfea, 
.ftormed, aihd violently driven Vi>hout rudder, maft> fai^ or 
cacklings. Nor are we to expe& freedom frpm thofe tiotihiesy 
until harboured iji .heaven ; fee .2 Thefll i. 7. Q what large 
.catalogues of experiences do the faints carrv. to heaven with 
.them, for didr various exercifes, dangers, ttiais, and nurv^ltous 
prefieryations and deliver s^ccs out of all ! and yet «iU thdk trou- 
hies wkljtout, are nothing to thofe within them ;, frolh temp- 
tations,, cpfrruptions, dgfertion^, by paflion atldt compaffion?: 
Beiides their own, there comes daily upon them the irovhlos ^ 
of others ; many rivulets fell into this channel anii hriin,'yeat 
frften overflow the banks. Pfalm xxxiv. 19. ^< Msnj fofc thfc 
." afilifbions of the righteous.'* 

R E F L E C T to K. : . -- 

Hence ihould the gracelefs heart thus redcd:,upo« itfelf, O 
my foul! into what a fea of troubles art thou laflched forth! 
and what a fad cafe art thou in! full <^ trouble, and full of 
.fin ; and thefe do mutually produce each other. Attd tha( 
wlitch is the moft dreadful confideration of all, is, that I cannot 
fee the end. of theifu As for the faints, they fufer in the 
world, as well as^I ; but it is but for a while, 1 Pet. v. lOv 
gud then they fuffer no nnore, 2 ThciT. i. 7. ♦* But all ieari 
*' ihall be wiped away from their eyes," Rev. vti. 1 7. But ra^ 
troubles look with a k^ng vifage, ah ! they are but the begins 
ing of. forrows, but a parboiling before I be roafted in the 
.flames of God's eternal wrath* If I continue as I am, I fliaU 
hut deceive rtiyfelf, if I cofnclude I fliall be happy in the other 
world, becaufe I have met with fo much forrow in this : For 
I re^d, Jude, ver. 7. that the inhabitants of Sodom and Go« 
morrah, though confurned to afhes, w^th all their eilatet sni 
relations, (a forer temporal judgment than ever yet befel me) 
do, notwithftanding that, continue ftill in ** evitlafting chains, 
^* under darknefs, in which they are referred unto- the judgment 
<« of the great day.** Thefe troubles of the faints aise fanftified 
to them, but mine are fruits of the curfe. They have fpiritual 
confolacions to hajs^&^e them» which flow into: tfaeer- feuk tn 
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the fiune heiriit} and degree, aa troubles do upcm their bodies^ 
a Cor. i. 5. But I am a ftranger to Uieir comforts, and « intcr- 
4* meddknot witli their joys,** Proy. xiv. 10. If their hearts^ 
be furcfaareed wtt^ trouble, they have a God to ^o to ; and 
wHm tlieyhaye opened their cauie before him, they are eafed, . 
Return with comfort, ^nd dieir *< countenance is no more 
<< fad," 1 Sam. \. iflf. Whefit|ieir belly is as bottles, full of 
|iew wine, they ^an give if vept by pouring out of their fouh 
mtQ riiqr jpatf^^r's boiom :' but I have iio iiitcreft in, nor ac- 
. quaintance ^th (his Godi'norpai)! pfay unto him in the Spirit. 
My snefiBi are fliut up like fire in my bbfoni, which preys upon 
my ipirit. Thi§ is my forroMr» and I alon^ m^ft ^ar it. Q 
. my foul, look rou^d atibut thee I ^ha| a miferable pife art thou 
in ? Reft no longer fatisfied in it, b^t jook out for a Chrif^ 
alfo. What though i am a Tile, unworthy ^retch ? yet he 
promifeth to ^ue/reefyiTdof. xiv. 4. and invites fuch as aie 
l^eavy laden to hiin, Mat. xi. 28. 

Hence alfo fiiould the gracious foul rticO: fwe^ly upon it- 
felf after this manner : Ahd is tlie world (0 full of trouble ? Q 
jny foul ! what caufe haft thou (o (land admiring at the indul- 
gence and goodnei^ of God to thee ? Thou haft hitherto had 
^ imooth paflage, comparatifely to what others have had. 
How hath divine wifdom ordered my condition, and caft my 
lot ? Haye } be^q chaftifed with whi^s ? others with fcorpion^. 
Have I had jftp peace without ? foin^ have qeither had peace 
mthout nor within^ but terrors rou^d about. Or have I felt 
trouble in ndV fteih and fpirit at opc^ i yet have they not been 
i^reir^e^ eitnerfor time or meafurc. ' j^nd hath the world 
^)ccn a !^Mxi^ni> an Egypt tp thee ? Why then doft thou thus 
linger ink, and \ianker after i^ ? Why do { npt long to be 
l^ne, and figh more' heartily for deliterance ? Why are the 
thoughts of niy liOrd^ coming no fweeter to me, and the day 
^ m J fu^ de^iyeran^e no, m^re panted for ^ And why am I no 
inore careful ^o maintain peace within, (ioce there is fo much 
*|roubk without ? Is oot tbi^ k that puts weight into all out- 
■^ard troubles, and makes them finkitig} that they fall upon me 
^en my foirk is dar]^, oi[ wo\mded } 

The P OE M, 
My foul, art thou befieged 

' 'VV'ith troubles round sibout ? 
M thoyi bp wife, take thii advice, 
lb keep thefe troubles out. 
Wife, men will kgep their confcicnce as their eyes ; 
7^ in db^eir eonkience dieir beft t^afure lies. 
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^ee yoQ be tender of your innvard peace. 
That (hipwreck'd, then your mirth and joy mtift ceafc : 
lif 'God from you your outward comforts rend, 
;You*ll find wh^t need you have of fuch a friend. 
If this be net by fip deftroy'd and lo(t, 
You need not fear ^ your peace will quit your coft. 
If you^ know km to fweeteu any grilef, 
^ho' ne'er (ogreatj or to procure relief 
Agaifift th' affliBionsy which, like deadly dartg, 
Ji&A fatal ^ivto men of carnal hearts ; 
Reje£tnot that w^ich confcience bids you chufe} 
And chufe not yoii what confciente fi^ith, refuie. 
tf fin you mufii or mifery u^der lie, 
fUfolve to bcoTj and ^bvfe tl^e inifery. 

c H A p, n, 

In fie vqfi ocean fpiritual eyes defcry 
Gofi boundlefs mercy y and eternity. 

OBSEIiVATION. 
fTTHJ ocean is of ^ vaft extent and depth, though fuppofed- 
I ly meafurable, yet not to be fawded by man. It com- 
pa^h abo\itthe whole e^rth^ which, t^ the. account of Geo- 
graphers, is twenty-one thoufand and &i hundred miles 'm 
compafi \ yet t^e ocean envirpns it on every fide, Pfalm civ. 
35. and Job xil 9* Suitable to which is (hat of the poet. * 
'* He {pread t^e feas, which then he did cpmmand, 
f' To fwell with winda, and cojpiipafs round the land." 
And for its d^pth, who can difcover it I The fea in Scripture 
is cdkd the d^f^, Job.xxxviit. 2^. the grea^ deep^ G^n. vii. 
1 1 . the gathering togedier of the waters into one place. Gen • 
i. 9. If the yafteft mountain were call into, it, it would appear 
no more than the head of a pin in a tuo of water. 
A iP P H C A TI O N. 
This, in a lively maimer, ihadows forth the infinite and 
faicomprehenfible mercy of our God, whofe mercy is iaid tobe 
over all his works, Pfal. cxly. 9. In how many fweet notions 
18 the mercy of God repiefented to us in the Scripture ? He 
IS faid to be plenteous y Pfs^lm ciii. 8. abundant ^ 1 Pet. i.3. rich 
i^ mercy y Ephef. ii. '4. then, that his mercies are un/earchable, 
Jphef. iii. 8. " High, as the heavens above the earth," 

% Tum fret a dtffudit rapidff^ue iumefcere VintU 

" Jufiti^ ambitae circumdare littora terrae. Ori** 



Pfalm. X. 4. which are fof highland vaft^ tharthe whole ea^ 
is but a fmall point to* them) yea, they are npc only compan* 
cd to the heavens, but, to come home to the mttapbar^ to the 
depths of the fea, Mic. vii. 19. which can fwallow up tnouir- 
tains, as well as mole-hill^ \ and in this fea God hath drowned 
fins of a dreadful height and aggravation, eTcn,y2:ar&^cWin/^, 
(u e.) deep-dyed with many intenfive aggravations, I&. i. i& 
In this fea was the fin of Manafleh drowned, and of what mag'- 
nitude that was, may be fees, aChrcm^xxxiii. 3. yea, in this 
ocean of mercy, did the Lord drown and cover the ilns of 
Paul, though, a blafphemer, a perfecutor, injiurious, i Tioy. 
]. 13. ** None (laith Auguftine) more fierce than Paul ambi^; 
<< the perfecutors smd therefore none^eater among fianers r^* 
To which himfelf willingly fubfcribes, 1 Tim. i.^ ^StJ^ Mft 
dened. How hath mercy rode in triumph, and b^n glorified 
upon the vileft ofmoa! How hath ft flopped theflanderous 
mouths of men and devils f It hath yearned upon << Fornicators, 
<< idolaters, adulterers, thieves, covetous; drunkards, rj^ilers, 
^* extortioners i" to fucb have the fceptrc of merty been fif etch- 
ed forth, upon their tmfeigoed repentance and fubmifiibn, 
.1 Cor. vi.9. What doth the Spirit of God aim at, -in ftit^^ 
Jarge accumulation of names of mercy ? but to cpnvince poor 
.iinners of the abundant fulnefs and riches of it, if they wiU 
jbut fubmit to the terms on which it is tendered to diem. 

In the vaftnefs of the ocean, we have alfo a lively emblem of 
eternity. Who can comprehend or meafure the ocean^ but 
God ? And who can comprehend eternity, but he that i&iaid 
to inhabit itP Ifa. Jvii. 15. Though (hallow livers may. be 
•drained and dried up) yet the ocean cannot. And tha' thefe 
Uanfitory days, months, and years will at laft expire and de- 
termine ; yet eternity iliall not. O ! it is a long word 4 and 
amazing matter ! what is eternity, but a csnftant permanency 
of perfons and things, in one and the fame ftate and conditio^ 
for ever; putting them b-yondall poflibility. of change? The 
lieathcns' were wont to fhaclow it by a circle, op ^livskx: twifted 
round. It will be to all of us, either a perpetual day or nighty 
which will not be meafured by watches, hours, minutes. And 
IIS it cannot be meafured, fo neither can it ever be dimini{hed» 
7<M htn thoufands of years are gone, there is not a minute leii 
to come. Gerhard and Drexelius doboth illuftrateit by Ais 
ki»cw^ nmilitude : Suppofe a bird were to. come once in a 
t':i* »^rand years to fome vaft mountain of fand, and carry away 
in her MU one {and in a thoufand- years.;- O what a vaA t^ne 
Vo'ould it be, e'er that immortal bird, after that rate, ihoiildcariry 



ijiff-tSe mDuntsan ! zvA yet in time, this vm^it be doiie* Por 
there would be ftHl feme d^inution ; bur in eternity there can; 
be none. There be three things in time, -which are not com- 
petcMT to. eternity j: Itf time there it ayricc^^, one gencraticfni^ 
year, and^ay pafleth^ and another comes j but eternity is a* 
ixie^ {fiiym.l In timether^ is a diminution} and wafting, ^be. 
more is pa^fi^ the lefs is to come. But it is not fo in eternity. 
In time there- is an alteration of condition and ftates r A man 
may be poor to-day, and rich to-morrow; fickly and di&aled 
this week, and well the next ; now in contempt, and anon in 
honour: But na changes pafs upon us in eternity. As the 
tree falls at death and judgment, (o it lies for ever. If in hea-" 
ven, there thou art a pillar, and ihalt go forth no more, Rev. 
iii, J 2:. If in heH, no redeniption thence, but the fmoak of theft' 
torments afcendeth for ever and ever, Rev. xix. 3. 
R E FL E C"ri O N. 
And is the mercy of God like the great decpsi an ocean that^ 
none can. fathom ? What tmfpeakable comfort is this to me? 
may the pardoned foul fay. Did Ifrael fing a fong, when the' 
Lord had overwhelmed their corporeal enemies, in the feasA 
I And^ihaHnot I break forth imo his praifes, who hath drowned 
all^my fins in the depth of mercy ? O my foul, blefy thou the 
Lord, and let bis high praifes ever be in thy mouth. Mayeft 
thou not fay, that he hath gone to as high an ettent and degree 
of mercy in pardoning thee, as ever he did in any ? O my , 
God, who is like unto thee ! that pardoncth iniquity, tranfgrcf- . 
fion and fin. ^ What mercy, but the mercy of a Gody could, 
cover fuch abdminations as niine ? 

But O ! what terrible rcfleftions will confcience make frdm. 
hence, upon 'all dcfpifers of mercy, when the finner's eyes com^ 
k to be opened too late for mercy, to do them good»! We have 
heard indeed, that the king of heaven was a merciful king, bat 
we would make no addrefs to him, whilft that fceptre War 
1 ftretehed out. • Wc heard of balm in Gilead, ahd a phyfidaii 
:* there, that was able and willing to cure all our wounds, but 
I -we would not commit ourfelvcs to hrm. We read, that the 
arms of Chrift were open to embrace and, receive us, but we' 
would not. O unparalleled folly ! O foul-deftroying mad- 
ncfs ! Now the womb of mercy is fhtst up, and Ihail bring, 
forth no more mercies to me for ever. . Now the gates of grace- 
are fliut, and no cries can Open them. 

Mercy ailed its part, and is gone offtheftage; anti now, 

juftice enters thefcene, and will be glorified for ever upon me. : 

^JEiow «ften did linear the boirels- of conipaffioo foundings iji' 
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ijie gofpelfor ime? But my hard and impenitent heart c0uU. 
x|ot releiiti and now, if it could^ it is too late. I am nofr 
|iaft out of the ocean of mercy, into the ocean of eternity^ 
wbere I am fixed in the nlidi^ of eiidleis miftry, and {h^ll never, 
hear the voice of mercy more. 

O dreadful eternity ! O foul*confbundizig word f An ocean 
indeed, to which this ocean is but as a drop; for in thee nc^ 
foul fhali fee either bank or bottom. If I lie but one nigbt 
under ftrpng pains of body, how tedious doth that night feem ! 
And how do I tell the clock, and wifli for day ! In the world 
I might have had life, iand would not. And now, how iam 
would I have death, but cannot)' ? How quick were my fim iu 
execution r And how long is their puniihment in duration? 
O ! how ihall I dwell with everlafting burnings ? Oh that God 
would but vouchfafe one treaty more with me 1 But alas, all 
tenders and titeaties are now at an eiid with me^ Qn eardi 
p^cc^ Luke ii. 13. >but none in, hell; O my foul I eonfider 
tfaefe things; comie^ let us debate this matter ferioufly^ before, 
we launch out ijsfo this oceans 

r The POEM. 

itXTHO jEtem fome high-rais'd tower viewis the gmundi 
YY His heart doth tremble, and his head goes^roond i 
Even fo my foul, whilft it doth view and think 
On this eternity, upon whofe brink 
It borders, ftands amazed, and doth cry^ 
O faoundlefs ! bottomlefe eteriiity ! 
'The fcourge of hell, wbdfe velf y lafli doth ren<i . 

The damned fouls in twain t Wnat ! never end \ 
The more thereon they ponder, think, and pore. 
The more,- poor wretcnes, ftill they howl and roar^ 
Ah ! though more years in torments we fhould lie^ 
Than fand^ are on the ihores, or in the fty 
Are twinkling ftars \ yet this gives fome relief ! 
The hope of ending. Ah! but here's the grief! 
A thoufand years in torments paft and gone^ 
Ten thoufand more afrefh are coming on ; 
And when thefe thoufands all their caurfo have run^ 
The end's no more than when it firft b^un* ^ 
Come then, my ibul, 1^ us difcpurfe together 
This weighty point, and tell me plainly whether 
Tou for diele fliort-livM joys, t^at come aiid gor 
Will plunge youjrfelf and me in endlefs woe. 
Kefolve the queftion quickly, do not dream 
More time away* Lo. in an faaftv ftream ^. 



•^li^efijirjftiy paS, and ftiortty ^ fhall be 
Iiigiil]4ieti both is this eteroity. 

C H A P. IlL 

Within thcfe fmoothfac^ifeas Jirange creatures crawl; 
. ^^ut in man's heart far ftranger than them all. 

OBSERVATION. 

IT was aa noadvifjd fafiiig of Pfato» /forv^ nil mmoraSik ' 
prothicit: the fea f>rodQoeth ojotbidg memorabie. Bur tore* 
}y there is mucli ot the wUdom, power, ftnd goodoefs of GcA 
maoifeft^ in thofe kihatHtiintsof the watery regioQ s ootwitbr 
ftaadio^ the Tea's atiire and fmiimg face, ftraoge creatures are 
bred id irawooiH. * ** O Lordi (laith Oavid) bow maiEitfdd art 
** thy works : In wiftiooi. iiaft thoa mzie them ait ; the earth 
*' n tuiLof thy rio^es* 9oit this great and wide fea, where**- 
^* i« are things crceptog maainer^ble, both linaU and tgK^t 
•* beaiU/- Ptai. dr. »4, 25. Aod we read. Lam. if. 3. of 
Sea^oronfters, which draw uui their breaib. to their youog. 
PJiAyjiad Piirchaft tell tocredible ftaries about thetn. About 
the tropic of Capricoro, oar feamea neec with fiyipg fifhes^ 
that have wiag^ like a fcre-fDOofe, b0t of a filver colour ; they 
fly ta flocK» like Aaces. There are creaioresof very ftraogd 
fjOrms aad properties; iome rerembliog a cow, called by fha 
SpaoiardSy mana^s; by romefuppofed to ie the fearaobftce 
fyoikau of by Jeremy. Id the rivers of ^otfiea, Parckaalaitb^ 
there «:e fishes Ih^t have foar eyes^ beiriog two above, aii4 
two beoeath the water, when they fwidd : both refembling 3 
toad, and very poitODOtts. How ftraogeV both in (faape aod 
property, is thi^ fword-fiih and thre(her,ibat light with the 
Whale : £veo our owa feat produce creatures of ftraoge (hapes^ 
bot the oHnmoOoefs takes off the wonder. 

APPLICATION. 

Thus doth the heart oC man oaturalty fwarm and aboood 

Yitb ftraogeaad oioaArQos loftaaod abpmlaations^ Rom. 1. ^9* 

30,31. '* Being filled with aU .Durighteoufoefs, fcM-oicati^o^ 

** wickedncfs, cov^tQti&efs, fnaUciotifhels, full of envy, mnr- 

" der, debate, de^t, iQaligiiity, fvhifperecs, backbiters, hat<* 

" ers of God, defpitefol, proud, boaflers, inventors of evil 

' *' things, difobedieai^ to punmts; without undcrAanding, cove* 

^< nant^brcakers, witbotit natural affcQioo, implacable, nomer* 

" ciful.'* O what a fwarm is here! and yet thtre are multi* 

tsdes more, 11^ the depths of tbe heart i Aod h ja Bo woade^^ 

. V<>t. VL . . ' l.i 
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coofideriog that with this aatau, we received the fpawa of rflar 
blackcil and viicft abominatioos. This ongtoal lull is (^rodoc* 
tive of them a]). Jam. i. 14, 1 5. which lt>lt, though it be ia- 
every man, numerically^ difTcKQt fcom that of others, yet it is 
ooe and the iaoie [pecijkally^ for f6rt aod kind, in all the chil«- 
drcD of Adam ; eveo as the rcaioaable ibtil, though every man 
hath his owB ibal, viz. a ibui iodividually dlftinft from anotheir 
xnaQ*s» yet it is the lame for kind to all mcD. So that what- 
ever aboofti&aMODS are in the hearts and lives of the vileft So^ 
doqdiecj, aod mod proBigate wretches noder heaven ; there is 
Me fame Of^a^ter in ihy heart oot of which they Were fhaped 
and formed. In- the depths of the licart they are c^ocetved; 
and thence they crawl out of the eyes, hands, lipd, and all the 
nembers, Matth. xv. iK, 19. *< ThoTe things (faith ChriA> 
f^ which proceed ouf of Ihe moBtb, come forth from the heart, 
^ and defile » fl»aB. For out of the heart proceed ev*^ thotights; 
^\ tnurders, adalti^tits, fornieationa^ thefts, iASt wttneia, blaP 
iM' phcmies .'^'^ evcnfueh iBfooAeFS, as would make a gracious 
heart tremble te behold. * WJiarare my loA« 
ftillir*s Medi- ' (faith oBe> but fe many toadii fpttling of ve- 
taiiorn, p.it..*^ Bom, and fpawaing of poifbn ; croakiag is my 
- * judgment,, creeping in my will, and crawling 

' into my ftftdionsr The apoAie io' 1 Cor. v. f. teUs as ci 
ft fin, ** tot to be named ;** fb* iBon(lrous,,that nature itfeif 
Ibrtleiat it : eveafueil mon^rs are generated in the depths of 
the heart. Wheace; €oi»e levilst was a* <))ieftioB tt^t mticb 
^dzzlad the phiioiophertf of old^ Now h^iryou may iee whence 
they Gooie; aod where tbe]f are b6go«tenv> 

K E¥ UE CT hOff. 
^ And are there fuch flrange abominatbas ia* the heart of man f 
Then how is he degenerated fro^n hrs primitive pertefiioD and 
glory ! His flreams were once as clear as cryllal, and the foun- 
taio of them pure, there was no unclean' creature moving is 
fhem. What a flately fabric was the foal tit firft V And \ri)at 
holy inhabitants poflcflcd the (everat rooms thereof V Vat now^ 
asGodfpeaks of Idumea, Ifa. xxxiv* 11. •♦'The line of con- 
•* fufion is ftrerchedoutapon it, and the ftoncs of emptinefrr 
** The cormorant and bittern poffcfs it ; the owl and the raven 
^ dwellin it." Yea, as Ifa. xnLii, 12. '^^The wild beaflsof 
•• the defert lie there 5 it Is full of dofefal creatures, the fa- 
** tyrs dance In it, and dragons cry in tboft fooietimes pleaiknt 
** places." O fad Change i how fadly may we look back to- 
War4^ our firft ftaie I and t«ke up t*e woirds^f Job, ** Othar 
\[ i wera as in i&o&ths pafl^ as* in the ds/i of my jionth ; wUe» 
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"** ibe Almighty was yet with me» when \ put oa rightieouiV 
^ neft, and it cloathed me, when my glory was frefh in m^,^ 
Job. xxix. 2, 4, 5. 

Again» think, O my fonl, what .a milerable condition thd 
vocegenerate abide in 1 Thus fwarmed and over run with hel« 
liih luiRs, under the dominion and vaHMage of divers lofts. Tit. 
iii, 3« What a tnmnltuons Tea is fuch a fotil : bow do thele lofts 
/rage within themi how do they cpoteft and fcuffle for the 
throne 1 and nfually take It by turns: for as all difcafes are 
contrary to health, yet feme contrary to each other, fo are 
lafts* Hence poor creatures are hmried oa to dilFtrent kinds of 
fevitiide» according to the nature of that imperious luft that it 
in the throne; and, like the lunatic. Match, xvii. are fometimes 
iCaft into the ^ater, nnd fometimes into the Hre. Well might 
the prophet fay» *^ The wicked is Uke a^ronbl^ fea that cannot 
** reft," Ua. ?ii. to. They have no pdacc now in the fervice 
of fin, and 1e& (hall they have hereafter, when chey receive the 
vages of fin. ** There is no peace to the wicked, faith my 
^^od.** They indeed cry Peace, peace: btTt my God doth not fay 
fo. The laft iflue and reiuh of riiis is vernal death ; no (boner 
it is delivered of its deceitful pleafures, bnt prefeatly it falls ia 
travail a^ain, and brioigs forth death. Jam., i. 15. 

Once more : and is the heart fuch a (ea, abounding wifh 
monftrous abominaHons ? Then ftand tiftonilhedi O my fouU 
at that free-grace v/htch ha,th delivered thee from (bfad a condi- 
tion; O fall down, and >ki(s the feet of «Aercy that moved to 
ireely and feaibnably to thy refcue ? Let my heart be enlarged 
abundantly here. JLord» what am I, that 1 fliould be taken. 
and others left f Refleft, O my foul, 4ipon the conceptions 
^nd births of Infts in the days of vanky, which thou now 
UoAieft to own. O what black imaginations, helliftt defires. 
^iie affedioBS, are lodged^ there I . Who made me to differ ? or, 
how came 1 to.be thus wonderfully feparated.? Surely, it is by 
thy free-grace, and nothing dfe, that 1 am what 1 am; and by 
that grace \ have efcapcd (ro mine own.aftoniihment} the corrup- 
tion that is in the worid through luft. O that ever the holy God 
fliould (et his eyes on fuch an one ; or caft a look of love towards 
' me, in whom were legions of udclean luds and abominations. 
. The P O E M. 
Ti^ Y foul's the fea, wherein, from day to day, 
• ^^ Sins like Leviathans do fport and play. 
iGreat mafter infts, with alj the leflcr fry, 
Tbcixin increaic, and ftrangely multiply. 
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T«t ftraoge it is oot, fia fo faft (houki breed* 

Since with this oatore I receivd the feed 

And fpawn of ev'ry fpedes^ which was (bed 

bto its caverns firttj -theo oouriihed 

By its owQ Dative warmth ; which like the foa 

Hath quickeocd ihem^ and oow abroad they come; .. 

Andltke the frag$ of Egypt creep apd aawi 

Into ri)e dofeft rooms withio my (ov\. 

My fancy fwarms^ for. there they frisk a^i play, 

lo dreams by.iiight» and fodifli toys by <iay. 

My JBdgments>clooded by them, and my will 

Perverted, every corner they do fill. , 

M locofts feize on all that's fre(b ai^d green, 

Uncloath the beaiiteoas fpriog, and make it feem 

JLike drooping autamn ; fo my foul, that fjrft 

As Eden feem'd, now*s like a groaod that's cprft. 

Lord purge my ftreams, and kill thoic Infts that lie;.. 

Within them ; if tbcy do not, 1 m»ft die. 

. C H A P. ' ly. 

Seas purge them/elves^ and cqft their flth ojbortf 
But gracelejs fouls retain^ and Juck mmore. 

OBSERVATION. 
C E-A S are ia a continual motion and agitattoo, the; have 
^ their flux and reflux, by which they are kept fiom putre- 
fsOion : like a fountain it deanfes irlelf, Ifa. tvii. zq, *' It can- 
** not reU| bntcafls op mire and dirt ;" whereas lakes and poods, 
'Xi^hofe waters are flanding, and dead, corrupt and fllnk. And 
it is obferved by feamea, that in the (otttbcrn parts of the 
vrorld, where the lea is more calm and fettled, it is coorje 
corrupt and unfit for life ; lo is the lea of Sodom calkd, the 
dead fi4. 

APPLICATION. 
Thus do regenerate fouls purify themfelves,, and work out 
corruption that defiles them» they cannot foiFer it to fettle there, 

1 John iii, 3. ^* He purifieth himielf, even as he is pare« 
*' Keepeth himfdf, that the wicked one icmcheth him not," 

2 John V. 18. fcil. tandio qualitatiws^ with a qualitative touch, 
as the loadflone touchethiron, leaving, an unpreflloaof its na- 
ture behind it. They are doves delighting in deanUefs, fia. 
xxxl i. I J. *< He dcfpifeth the galivof oppreflioik, he (haketb his 
^' hands trcm holding of bribes, iloppeibhis cars.from hearing 
f* bloody and (huttcth his ejes from Itcing evil." Sec haw ail 
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icQfes and members are gaarded agaiail fia : but it is quite coo* 
trary with the wicked ; there is 00 priDciple o^ hoHfieis 10 tbeov 
to oppofe or expel corrttptioo it lies ia thdr hearis as mud la 
a lake or wcll» whi(;b fettles aod corrupts more and oDre; Hcoim 
£zek. xivii. 1 1 . their hearts are compated to^onry or wmSXf 
places/ which caqoot be healed, but are given toiait : tbc mcaar' 
kig is, that the pureft dreams of the gofpel, wbiGb deaoie o^ 
thers, make them worfe than beiore, as abuodaocc of raitt w^l 
almiry place. The reafoo is, becaufe it meets with an obflaek^ 
in their fouls ; *fo that it cauoot ruo through theui and be glo- 
rified^ as it doth 10 gracious iools. All the means aadreadea-' 
vours ufed to cleaufe them are in vain ; all the grace of Got 
they receive iu vaio, '* they hold faft deceit^ they fefofe to kt 
*< it go," Jer. vtii. 5. Sin is not in them as floating weedaop^ 
00 the Tea, whiith it Artves to expd and purge owt, but as fpott 
in the Ieopard% skin, Jer.'xni. 21. or letters faftiioned and eUt 
graven lo the very fubilance^o^ marUe or brafa, withafaiiof 
sron^ and pdnt of a diamond, Jer. xvil. 1. Or as ivy in aa 
old wall, that hath gotten root into its very entrails. *' Wicked- 
** neis is fweet to their mouths, they roil it under their tongoes,'* 
Job xx« 12* No' threats oor promifes can divorce theo^from it. 
REFLECTION. 
Lord I this is the very frame of my heart, may the graceleia 
foal iayw My corruptions qpietty fettle in me, my heart labouls 
noi ag&f^ it 1 I am a ftranger to that conflict which is daity 
maintimied in all the faculties of the regenerate fonL Glorified 
fopis have no fttcbcoufllA,^ becaufe grace in them flands alona^ 
and is per£e£Uy triumphant over all its oppofites ; and grace- 
IcA fouis can have no fuch confliA, becaufe in them corruption 
fiands alone, and. hath no othd* principle to make oppofition to 
ir« And this bsAy cafe, OLord I i aor fuU of vain hopes lih 
deed, but had la living and well grounded hope to dwell for 
cvor with £>. bo\j a God, I could not but be daily purifying 
snyfelf. But 1 what will the end of this be ? I have caofe 
to tremble .it that laft and dreadfullefl curfe in the book of God» 
Kev. 3Lxn. lu ** Let him that ia filthy be filthy iitll.** Is ii not 
9s much as if God (hould fay, Let them- aloue, 1 will fpend no 
more rods npon them, no more means {hall be ufed about them ; 
but i w'dl reckon with them for all together in another world i 
O my (bull what a diimal redconing wiU that be I Ponder 
with tbyfelf in the mean while, tho^e terrible and awakeniug 
texts, that, if poffibie, this iatil iflbe may be prevented. See 
1^ u 5. Jiof. iv4 14. Jer. in. 29^ 30*^ Heb. vi. 8^. 
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The P O E M. 

MY heart's do fouDtaio, bat a flandiog lake 
Of putrid waters ; if therem 1 rakc^ 
By Lrtoos fearch, ! what a Doiibiae fmell* 
Like exhidaticNM rifiog out of heU ; 
Ttie Ainking waters piHBp*4 up from the hold. 
Are as perfomes to itamco : but my foul 
Upon the iame account that they are glad, 
(its loDgcontiouaQce there) i^ therefore fad. 
The fcrtptttre faith, '* No foul God's face (hall fee,** 
Till from foch filthy Itifts it cfeaufed be. 
Yet though uocleao, k may that way be rid» 
As Herculus tlie Attgeao ftable did. 
l^rd turn idto my foul that deaofiog blood. 
Which from my Sfviour*s fide flowed as a flood. 
Elow, facred fountain, brim my banks ; and floif 
Till yon have made my fenl as white as (bow. 

C H A P. V, 

Seamen forejee a danger^ and prepare ^ 
Tet few of greater dangers are avfarc 

O b S E R V A T lO N, 

HO W watchful and quick %bted are (eamen, to prcvctk 
dangers ! if the wind die away, and then fre(h up fouther- 
]y ; or if they foe the fsky h«Ey, they provide for a ftorm : if 
by the profpcSive glafs they know a Pyratc at the greatell diP 
tance, they clear the guii*rpom, prepare for fight, 4nd bear op, 
if able to deal with hira ; if not, they keep clofe by the wind, 
make all the fa3 ihey can, and bear away, If they foppofi; 
themfelves, by thetr reckoning, near land, how often do chejf 
found r And if upon a coaQ with which they are unacquainted* 
iiow careful axe they to get a pilot that knows, and is acqoaiot* 
<d with it ? 

APPLICATION. 

Thus watchful and fufpicious ought we to be in fpiritoal 
concernments. We (hould (ludy, and be acquainted with Sa* 
tan's wiles, and policy. The i^file* takes it for panted, thst 
Chridians are not ignorant t)f his devices, z Cor. ii. ii. ** Tbe 
'* ferpent's eye (as one faith) would do well in the dove*$ head.*' 
The devil Is a cunning pyrate, he puts out falfe colours, and or* 
4inarily comes up to the Chriftian in the difgnife of a friend. 

O the manifold depths and flratagems of S^atan, to itQxgf 
ibnls ! though he hare no wifdom to do himfelf goodL yet be 
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Itsth policy eilough to do us mtlchicf. He lies in ambnili be* 
fciod our lawful comforts and employmeots ; yet, for the geae- 
rality of men, how fupine aod careleis are thejL fufpeAiog o# 
danger i Their fouls, like Laifh, dwell eareleisly, their ienfes 
unguarded : p-what aa eafv prize, and cooquelt, doth the devil 
nake of them \ 

Indeed, if- it were with bs as with Adam in ionocency, or 9 
it was with Chrift in ihe days of bis fk(h (who by rea£>n of that 
overflowing fulioels of grace that dwelt in hlm» the purity of 
his perfon, and the hypodatical uoion, was fccured from the 
danger of all temptations) the caie then were otherwife ; but 
we have a traitQf within. Jam. i. 14, 15. as weU as a temptet 
without, ft Pet* V. 8. '* Our adverfary the devil goes about as a 
*' roaring lion, feeking whom he may devour.'* And, like tb^. 
beads of the forefts, poor (onJs lie down before him, and become 
his prey. AU the fagacity, wit, policy, and fore£ght of fome 
men, is fummoned in to ferve their bodies, and lecuite their 
Ae(bly enjoyments. 

REFLECTION. 

Lord \ how doth the care, wifibm, and vi^ance of men m 
temporal and external things, condemn my carelefinefs in tbd 
deep, and dear coQCcramenpCS of my precknis fool I what care 
and labour is there to fecorc a periihing life, 19>erty, or treafuret 
when was i thus folicttous for my fuul, though its value be iur 
cfliitiable, and ic$ danger far greater i Self-prelervation is on^r 
of the ictptA principles in nature. There is not the pooreft 
vrorm, or fiy, bot will (hun danger, if it can : yet I am fo far 
from itMinning thofe dangers to which my (bul lies continually 
expofed, that! often rnn it upon temptations, and voluntarily 
escpofe it to its enemies. I fee, Lord, how watchful, jealous, 
add laborious thy people aire \ what prayers, tears, and groans^ 
jearchingof heart, mortification of Iplls, guarding of ienfes; 
and ail accounted too little by them. Have not I a foul to fave 
or loie eternally, as well as they ? Yet ( cannot deny one fleihly 
lofl, nor witbftand one temptaton* O how I am convinced 
and coodemoed, not only by other's case and vigilance, but my 
own 109, in lefler and lower matters ? 

The P O E M. 

I Am the fi»p, whofe bilts of lading come 
To more than man's or angers a^t can fom. 
Rich fraught with mercies, on the ocean, now 
I £bat, the dangVous ocean I do plow. 
Storms rife,' rocks threaten, and in evVy creek 
Pyrates and plckerp0iis their prizes ieek. 



^5<l A Hew Compdfs f^ Seamen : Ot, 

My fool AooM Wfttch, look out, aad ufe ic£l gbfe^ 

Preveot rorpri^i$ umely ; i^ut, alas! 

Temputtoas give it chace, it's grappled farty 

>Aad boarded^ whflft it thinks icfisif fecure. 

It fle^t, Itke Jooab, io the dreadfoIl*A ftorai«. 

Altho* it's cafe be daogVous, and forlorn. 

Lord, roince m;f jArowfy foal,. left it Oiould knock. 

And fplit icfelf upon ibmc dang rous rock. 

If it of faith and c^nicience (hip wreck make, 

I am oadoae for ever ; foul, awake ! 

Till thoii arrive in heaVn, watch, and Cear ; . ^ 

Thoa 8iiy*A not fay, till then, the coaft is deSit. 

• c H A P. vr: 

I/o-tff finall a matter turns a JUp abtnti^ 
Tet W0f ng^itnjl our conftience^ fiand it wt.- 

OBSERVATION. 

IT is .ju(t matter of admiratloi^ fo fee fo great a body as a 
(bip is, atid when under fail too, before a frefh and llroog 
^od, by ^ich it is carried, as the clouds, with inarvelfons 
- force and fpeed, yet to be commanded with eafe, b^ fo fmalt a 
thing as: the htd0 is» The fcripture tak^s notice of it as a mat- 
. ler worthf of our confideration. Jam. ill. 4. ** B&hold alfo 
y the (hip$, which though they be great, and driven of fierce 
** Mentis ; yet they arc turped about with afmall helm, wbi- 
•' theHixv^r the governor, liftcth." Yea, * Ariftotlc ^imfelf, 
that eagle-isyed pMiofopher, could not give a reafbn of it, 6ut 
looked upon it a^ a very matvelious and wonderful thing. 

A P P L I C A T 10 N. • 
• To the fame ufc and office has God defigned con(ctence^|n 
man, which being red^ified and regulated by the word and fpi« 
lit of God, is to fteer and order his whole cOnver(ation. CoD« 
fcience is as the oracle of God, the judge anddetermi^ner of oar 
aftioDs, whether they be good or evil ? And it jays the flrotig* 
eft obligarions upon the creature td obey iH d'ftates, that is 
imaginable : for it binds under the reafoQ ai^d oonfidcnHioQ of 
thp mof^ ahfolute and iovercign will of the great God. So that 
isisoltea as coafcience from the word convinceth us of any fin 
or duty, it layi fuch a bond uj^on us to obey it,^ as no power 
under heaven can relax or difperfe with. Angels cannot (fo if, 
much lefs man ; ^for that would- be to exah themselves above 

* Ariftot. Sccund* MnKsftntfiff c* 5. 



Gai^ . Now therc&re U is an high aild dreaitfbl way of fimiteg^ 
^appiptband cftbtfl agaiafixoofcteocc, when U convinces of 
fb nukd duqr* .Confidence ibmetlmes retfoos it ont with men, 
nnd ftiews them tl^ neoedTty of changing, their wny and courfe; 
ar^ii^ it from the cleareft and ttioft aifewcd ma^as of riglit 
scalos,. as wsU a$ from the indictable iwereigntf of God. 

Aa for loftance: it.convinccth xbeir very reafon that tbiogi 
ef eternal ditration are infinitely to be preferred to all momeo- 
tnry and perifhing things, Roik vm. i8. Heb. x{. t6. ttdit if 
oar dnty to chafe ihem» and make all fiBcnlar and temporary 
ra^oemmenti to Aand afide, and f^c place to them. Yet 
ehoegh men he convinced of this, their ftnbbomVHl ftands ont; 
nod wijtt not yieid np itfelf to th^e convlAion. 

Further* tc argnca from this acknowledged tf sth« that all the 
ddight and pleaftHres in this .world are bnt » miierabte portioD^ 
and that it is the J^ighefi loll; to adventure an immortal looi fee 
fhem^ L4ke is.' 15. Alas! M^uit remembrance is diere-^ 
tbem inheH ? . They are as the waters that ptfs awsf . What 
bmc they left,, of ail their mirth and joMty, but a torasehtlng 
Hing ? It ^nmoeth ihem dearly,. aUb, thai in .matters <» 
4erp coQcernflKnt it is an high point of wi(dom^ to apprehend 
end improve thertghrieafims and opportonides of them, Pibvt 
X. 5. ^* He that gathers in fumoier U a wife ion.** Ecde£ 
jpft}« g, ^^ A wife man's heart diicems both dme and jedgment. 
•^ There 18^ rfeafon to every parpcjrc," Ecclef. ffi. 1. t^ix. anick 
fif time» jan hapf^ jonftnre, when^^ if a m^ ftrikes in, he doth 
ki$ wqrk ctfedinaUyy and wtek mnch facility < fnch fealbos eoflh 
feicnoe ccmvioceth the. fotrl of, and o^ten whiipers rhnt In iHi 
ear : Now^ ^i, ftrike>, ^iofe with this motion of the Spirit^ 
end be Jbappy for ever ; fhoo mayeft never liave fnch a gale for 
heaven any more. Now« thoagh thefe be allowed maxima of 
a-ea(bfl> Aod cohicience enforce them ftrooglydo the fool, yec 
ean6c^ it prevaiJ ; rhe proud, ihibbofb will rebels, and wiH 
Bot be guided by it. See £ph. il 3. Job xxxiv. 37. Ila« xlvi 
ia. Ezck.if.4. Jer. xliv. 16. 

REFLECTION. 
Ah i Lord» fnch an hearif have i had before thee ; thns obAi- 
suite, thns rebe1!i<nis, lo nncoorronlabW Iq! confi:iencef Many 
n time hath coaftience thns whifpered in thine em-, paany a dme 
hath It ftood fn my way, as the angef did in«Balaam*s, er the . 
chembuns that kept ttie way of the tree of fife with flaming 
fwords tnmiog ^very Way. Thns hath it Aood tooppofeme 
hi Che way gf mv 1«^3, How often bath M/Oteif debated the 
Vofc.VI. \ K;\ / 



2fi J Mw Go$l^ fir Siom/m : Or, 

^b with me alooe i aod bo«r fweetly bath it expaftiikltd*%i€ll 
pe? How dearly hath it convioced of fio, danger, ducy^, 
with Arong demoaftracioo ? How terrible hadi it menaced my 
fool» and iiet the point of the threatoiog at my very breaft I 
And yet my bead-flrong afTefttons wilj not be remanded by it* 
I have obeyed the vmce of every iuA aod temptation, Tit. iii 
3« biK oooicience bath loft its aothority with me* Ah Lord ! 
what a fad condition am I in, both in refpeJl of fin and mifery I 
iAj fin receives dreadfol aggravations, for rcbelHoo and prei* 
fumption are hereby added to it. 1 have violated the ftrongeft 
bonds that ever were laid opon a creatore. If my oonfcicooe 
had not thus eooviooed and warned, the fin had not been ia 
. great and crimlbnrcoloured^ Jam. iv. ly. Ah ! this is to fift 
with an high hand, Namb xv. 30. to com* neir to the great 
and onpardonable tranigreffion, Pfalm xtx. 13* O bow dreadfal 
a way of finning is this, with opened eyes f and as my fin is 
thus ottt of meafare finful, (b my pooithment wilt be oot of 
meafore dreadfnl, if i perfift in thtafebeUkxiA Lordl thoa 
haft laid, Soch foatl.be beaten with many QripcSg Lnke xti. 4S. 
yea^ Lord, aod if ever my ooofcienGe, which by rebellion is 
now grown filent, (hould^be in judgment aravakened in this lifef 
1 what an hell (honld i have withip me f how would it thoa* 
der and roar npon me, and fmronnd toe with terrors I . 

Thy word aflures ose^ tbat n<> length of time can wear oot 
of its memory what I have done, Gen. xlii. 21. no yidepoe or 
force can fnpfreSk it^ Mat. xxvit^ 4. no greatneis of power can 
Aifle it ; it will take the mightieft monarch by the throat, Eiad. 
X. 16. Dan.v. 6. noraofic, pleafares, or delights, can charm 
it. Job. XX. 22/ O confcience I thoo art the fweeteft friend, 
or the dreadfttHeft enefl:iy in the world ; thy conibJations are in^ 
comparably fweet, aod thy terrors infepportabie. Ah f let nae 
fiand it out no longer agaioft coofcieoce; the very (hip in 
.'Which I fail, is a confutation of my madoefs, tbat rnOi greedily 
' into fin againft both reafon and coofcieoce, aod will not be 
commanded by it ; forely, O my fool, this will ba biitcrac^ 
in the end. 

The P Q E M. 

A Ship of greateft burthen will obey 
The rudder ; he that fits athelm^ maiy fway 
And guide its motibn : if the pilot pieafe. 
The (hip bears op, af^ainft both wind and feas. 
My foul's the ftiip» afPedions are its (ai^ 
Coafcicoce the rodder. Ahl batLoiJ,. whataikf 



Iffy tiatiglit]^ heart, to (httflTe fii and ofit, 'V f 

When Us cdoviftfoos bid it tadc aboot ? ^ ■ i 

TefDptatlpos bloir a counter btaft, aod drive ' ' 

ThcVedbi wlicre they pleafc, Ao* cooTctetiee flri^r - • * 

Add by it6 Ihtmg perfQaAoos it wboid force 

My (hibborii will to fteer another eourfe. - 

Lord» if I ran this coorfe, thy word doth tcU 

How qnickiy i imift needs arrive at helL * - ' t 

Then reftify my confdence, change my will ; 

Fan {q thy pieafant gaks, my God, and fiU 

All my affe^Hons, and let nothing carry ^ * . * . . I 

My fool from tts doe cbdife, or make it my ; ^ t .^- ' 

Then if the ptlot*s work fhon wonldft perfoi'm; 

I ibontcl bear brairely tip againft a (form. ^ : ^ : . > 

•;••'.' c H A P. ^ ta. '\' ' : '^ •;; 

, Thro* mmiy f^ars anddai1jg<rs feam^^funtt 
Ytt joU's J^goUm vfim thy do ntumi 

OB SE R V A 1r I 9N. 

WE have an etegant and lively defcrij^iioa (rf iheir fears 
and dangers, Pfal. cvii. 2;, 26, 27, ** He commandetli 
V and ral^lll the ftormy winds, which Wteth Dp the waves 
^ thereof; they ttonnt up to heaven, they g6 do«^ again to^ 
^ the depths \ their ibni is me! ted becatife of IrotiMe; th^ 
** reel to and fto, they fta|fger like a drnnken min *} fhdy ire ar 
^ their wits end*** Or, as it is fai the Hebrifiw, *• AH watfem 

*^ isfwaliowed up.** - Sditable to 4irbich Is that of the<»»et *« 

, . , ... , ** . .■,.,. . * ^ •■-> 

" Xbc Pilot knows not wjbat to chufe, or flee ; , ' . 
** Art Hands aaiaz'd in ainbiguity," . f . 

O what a ftrange and miracnlons deiitrerance haveiaany^Jea- 
m^had? How Mttn « hive t^ey yielded themfelvet for dead 
men/. and verity thmght the nes^* fea-wwIdhiverwaUowed 
Ibettt Qpl How eameiUy 4bea do tbeyery fdt mercy \ atid,: 
Uke, the Corinthians^ can pmy in aftormv tteo^h tbeytregsHrdi 
ixnotatothercim^ ;P{aLcvii. 28« Joipabi. 5, 6j ' ^ ' 

A P P L I CAT lb N. \: V 1 : > 

* Thde dreadfni ilorms do at onoe difcover tol us ilie Mj^ty^ 

^ Reif9r ht inceru eft : ned fui^ fugiaf peittf -'- » 
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pcmcr of God hi raiftiJg them, *rr^ *hc mbntuhat goadadf dl 
Cod m pfcfkm jog pam ci ciittt ^ m* 

j^ Tlic power of God ii pauouflf cunifcr' ^ 
them ; the wiod is one of the Lord's woodcr$» 
a|» ** They ikat e?q iIqwd to ific fet, tc the w^ 
*' Lordj and hts [woodeit^l in iVc deep; for be co 
" and raifcth the ftorin; Ycji^ vtn iH. C. 

popilates It as e peculiar v^or^ trt hiu ; ** Hccit^ t!. i 

** tabloM',]'* Hcoce lie i* luid, in Sctipfurc, ** 3 

** forth out of his Tr " " Pial. cxxsiiii. 7. ihtic ti. 
locked op^ and rcfriv :. ;; t a guft can bfoik forth, r 
cooimand and call for it tq go aud cucc •, 

he b laid to '' bold thcin its hit 6A/* 1 .^ >». .^ ^ 

more bcapabk of holdtog ibia the wind f )^t ( 
although it be a jlroog and tcirible creifiirc, he ^ {jrpjui^ j£>i 
rules iti yea. the Sa'tpttrre lets torch God, " .u liJ^Dg up^x 
** I he Wings of the wind/' PlaL Kviii, io. U U a borrowed 
fpecch froffl' the oiaoocr df roiti, \who whcu they woald (hew 
their pomp and greatnejs, nde opon lome Aacely barie» 01 cbi- 
Tioi ; io the Lord, to mantfcA rho grcaincfd of his power, ritfci 
tspoQ the wings of ihc w'md, aod will be admired La fo icrribb 
a creature. 

and no lefs of his glof toiti poorer appears in remandiDg thesis 
tbao in raifiog them. The heathens afcribe this po^ct loihctr 
god Aedus, bni wt know this U the ro^atty, aod fble prercfa* 
tjfeof the Hue God ^ who made heaven and earth 1 iibbtf 
that " makes the ftorro a calm/' ?fa). ctH, a^, and ir f ■ ^^ - n 
fbi^t9 and chsDgts them from pomt to pointy at he pU ^t 

be hath appoioicd them their ci re aits, Ecdcf* i. 6, *' ni 

** goeth lowards thcfouth, and turoeth aboat natoihc u : . , a 
*^ whirleth about conriaually, and retnrneib again accordiag ta 
•* its dicnUs." 

2. At^d as we ihonid idore hb powfer m the wllldf« fe oi^f 
vft to admire bis poorJntft m prefcrviog men m the * " J ' af 
all their fury atid violence, O what a miivdbus Wor d 

ia here f that men Ihovld be k<pt in a poor weak vciul, uptj<i 
the wild and ftormy ocean, where the wind hath itj fuli fliuJ;* 
upon them, and chev are driven beforr Ie, a^ a wreck up' 
feas; yet^ I fay, «hat God (hould f^rcfcrire Joo Eh:rr i ; 
^ infidre goodnefs and power. That ihofc v 
rend the very earth, mountaiiis, and rocks, j Kit. 
*' BrealcMhe cedars, yca^ the cedars of Lebanon, ^ ^ 
*' wildctncfs, and makes the hinds to eaUc/* n*»l %%\x. 5, 
iMiuQh oaturaJifts fay bring forib with gr^atcil ditlitolry j" iuu 
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»rnctcy. O how dreadful U ihil crciTure, rhr wiodi (oiiie^l 
ics ro |oo I aod bow dolh it make your hctrts diikr withia | 
if If bur a plaok 1f><*§> ^ ^ ^t< g>^^ ^^yt y(^^ <i^ ^^1^ J 
L SocDctittiei the Loid^ for the tnugaifyiog c^ the richer 1 
hU goodticfi upoo jroQ, drivet yoB lo (itch <;Krgeocki, thiu^ | 
Paul rpenks* ID a like cdie» AAs xsivij. 20. *' All hope*ofij 
being Cived U ukcii ftwayt** aachlog bm death bttorQj 
yonr e>€S. Tbc Lord cof»iiifti|ds a wtod out of hh utAimyJl 
I bids k go iiid lift up the tcnibk wifcs, lock yoo 10 opoti ib^ I 
^Ao«e» eaad drtfc yoa iipgo the rocki, Jb thai ik? aft can Cii^j 
^^BQ ; aod then (cads yoti a pircc of wrecks or fooic; cthcfll 
^sesos, to latid jtm inh : /ind ail this to glirc yoo ao txpi:ijnieTitj| 
of hii goodocL imd ptty, <htr ^ua m%f kiro to ic4r ilut Gad»n 
ia wbolc haiid yoiar foot A5d breath arc. fl 

And tt may be, for the pi cleat, your beans lie siQch ^f^J 
ed I oonlcicnce works liioogly, it fauces you for fias (mJm 
ly coAtDtrredf lucb md iuch ccmokUof mmliUrs^ cf ic*'1 
di^htei* Kow« taiih coofdcacc^ God Is come to thin 
AorcQ to reckon wlih thee for ihrfc thiogi. But, aks ! ail thifl 
Js biit a inorDiDg dew ; do Iboncr is rhat (\ofm wichotit ^Miifccf J 
t all ii quki ivithin too. How Itiilc of the gooduefi ol (iofl 
idc^ kbdly^ iidiI tfH-ftually upon the hcwt * J 

REFLECTION. J 

How often Itth ihi^ gicjrtons pwwcr md gooduf It of GoM 
Tid before me in dix^dlul ilorms and tcmptrfb ^i ie;t f M^*^ 
nttcrid his voice m thcfe normy wiods, aod fpakcu lo ifl 
c outioer by ihim ; yet how litth hstvc l been ^jrt^c<ra 
ih it f " The Lord haih hii way lo the wMrlwjad, and la 
the Aorm/* Nah,. I 3. To fo^c be h^th walked m w&y<^ m^ 
ttdgnieot and wrath, tei^diog them dowii In a momeiu 10 hell |j 
ut EO me ID 1 way c^ forbearance aod mercy. Ah I how of m 
hiive I been opoo the very brink of etcrntty 1 bad not Golj 
\ or allaytd ihq wmd» 10 a tDotDcnr, I had goae dow^ 
HI- What workiogs of conkkoce were at preicm opoin 
) Aod wh^it terrible ^pp^eh^ofloot bad I then cHF loy etertian 
iditioo ? Whai vows did 1 make in that dlftrefs ? And hovrj 
eameQIy did I fhcD beg lor mercy ? Bur, Lord, ihougb ihjfl 
IPOWf arc DpQO me, yei baFc I been the fame ; yea, added wj 
and filled tip tjic inear»rc of my llof. Neither ihc bocids uifl 
meicy thoa haft laid opoa oie, nor the facrcd lad fblemn vowi 
|lhafclaid upon t&yielf« conld rcilrain me fiom rhoie ways of 
■ifiiciQity^ which then appeared fo drcadfui la me* 
I ^t L^if what auheAft have 11 WbatloTC) pity, audi 



aft A Nlfm Cmfa^pfSiM^ tfri 

gocxlAefs, hate I fin&ed agj^iuH ? tf God had but rcfpltcd jndi,^ 
meot fa loQgt vhac a mercy were k. Sur^- I ara, the diiBEHi 
ivDuJd accouo! it lb; but to give mt fudi & fpce to repent^ 
ah I what an invaluable mercy b ihts? And do I thus rrqnite 
the Lord, Oeut* kkxik 6. and pervert tiid abdif Kif gcmdiieft 
thus ^ Surely, O my foul, if this be the fro it of ill ihy pr^ 
ler^atioos, they are rather rcicrviiicmt to foine farther and km 
Jodgmecits. How dreadftilJy will jiiBke at tall avcnQe *hc qu^r* 
re) of tbiifed mercy t Jofh. %k\v. 2q. How gricvoi^ily did God 
lake H from the IfraeHtes, that they provolccd him ar the fei, 
#fcQ at the red*£:a ? FliJ. Cfh j, whireGod hud wrooghr their 
delberaocc in fuch a miracubiis way. Even ihu£ hnvc t Hood 
aft&r ihe JjiniUttide of their tranfgrc^ons ; dot only . ' n H 'he 
laws of God, but jgaioft the iovc of God* In ib. .. .am 
he fltor off his wstorng piece, m the dcki, he may dUcharge 
his murderiog piece agamfi my fool ai^d body. O mylooll 
hath he given thee " filch deliverancies as ihefe* and dved tlidv 
** again break bis comJuaDdmenis/' Ezra ix. t^, t^, O let OK 
pay the vows that my lips have altered \n my dillrcfst k& die 
Lord recover his glory from me in a way gf jcidgmail* 

The POEM. 

THE (hip that now fails tiira before a wind, 
EVr the defircd port it gaics, may find 
A tedious paflage ; gentle gales a while 
Do Ell its fatlS| the BattVmg feas do fmile. 
The face of heaven is bright, on cvVy fide 
The wanton purpoic*; tumbles on the tide. 
Into thdr Cfcibins now the ieamen go, 
Ai»d then turns out again, wifh, fV^ai cbgar^ fof 
All on a fudden darkened are the &kieS| 
The lamp of heav*n obfcnr'dj the winds doth rife: 
Waves fwtl\ like monntains : Now their courage flagf, 
The mafls are crack 'd, the canvas torn lo rags. 
The vtirel works for life ; a Ron one crie^ 
The main mafl'i gone iy th' hoard : another piie* 
The pomp, until a iliird docs ftrike them blank, 
%V|th, Sttft prepars fQT deaths wc*ve /pning a flanK* 
Now to their knees they go, and on this wile 
They beg for mercy,, with their loudcft cries : 
Lordj fave us but this once^ and thou (hah Jee 
What pcrfons, for the future, we will be : 
Our former time's mif-fpent, bat, with a vow, 
We will engage, i£ thou will fave us ooWt 



To 4eiid wbat is amif$. l^be gracious Lor^. - * " 
locliQ*d to pity, takes them at their word ; ^ 
The wiads into their trcafures he doth call, 
.Rebukes the Aoroiy Tea, and brings theoi all 
,fro,their defircd haven; once a-(hore, 
And then their vows are ne'er remember *d more. 
Thus fours arc (hipwreck'd, tho\ the bodies HvCr 
Valefs in time thou true repentance give. / 

CHAP. VIIL 

TltenatHgator /b^is his fails to take ' ' 

.. jiUmirds^ but tiat ivhich for his foul doth thaht^ 

OBSERVATION. ^ 

THE mariner wants no skill and wifdom to improve ie* 
veral winds, and make them fervSoeable to his end ; 41 
Jbare fide wind, by his skijl in ihifting and managing the fails, 
will ferve bis turn : He will not lofe the advantage of out 
breath, or galje, that may be nleful to him. I have many times 
wondered to fee two (hips failing in a direct counter mcttioo^ 
by one and the fame wind : Their skill and wifdom hcitio is 
admirable* , / 

APPLICATION. 
Thus prudent and skilful are men in fecular and lover ittat* 
ters, and yet how ignorant and unskilful in the great and ever* 
lafiing affairs of their fouls! All their ini^entioa, judgment 
wit, and memory, feem to be prefled for the ierrioe of riie 
deib. Tbeycan learn an art quickly, and arrive to a gireat 
deal of exaaneis in it ; but in foul-matters, no knowledge a( 
all. They can can underhand the Eqbator, Meridian, and 
Hortzon ; by the firft they c;n tell the Isftirude of any placi, 
fouth, or north, meafuring it by the degrees in' the Meridiaof s 
by the fecorid they can tdi you the longitude of a piac;, eaft 
and weft, from the Meridian, meafuring it by the degrees i£ 
the Equator ; and by the third they can difcern the ciivers tiling 
and fettings of th6 Oars. And fo in other arts and (cienccs, Wtt 
find men endowed with rare abilities, and finguiar fagacity; 
Some have piercing apprehenfions, folid judgments,, ftopead- 
ons memories, rare invention, and excellent etocntion ; but put 
them upon any fpiritual fupernatural matter, and the weakeft 
Chriftian, e?en a babe in Chriil, (ball excel them tberdn, anil 
give a far better account of regeneration, the work of graot» 
the life of hiith, thau the% can. i Cor. i. a6. <* Not matiy wi^. 



*' mm after ibc Ad\ 6c* Bit God hath dvotefi iKe f'^JIi 
•* things of this world/' (br, 

REFLECTION. 

Hew IneitcurablGp tHcn, art thoo« my foal I mil hctw nmtc 
tod COB founded mu(\ thott needs flatid Defort the bar of God« 
in thai great d^ ? Thou hadil i uknt of aamnl ports owi' 
mined to ihec^ but which way have ihcy hero improved ? 1 
had an oadcrnsfiding* indeed^ but U was qui liin Allied ; « a^ 
dlory, but it was Itke a lte?e, that let go the cm a. and iccgja- 
td ooihlag but husks aod chaff; wU an^ invetitiao, but, alis ! 
iioac to da mffclf good. Ah I how will thi k liit^io judgmcnc 
agaiDi> mct acid Agp my mouth f What accouuc itull 1 give 
for them In that day I 

Agtin, are mtn (oihrrwlfe pradeoi and tkitftif) fach (ots aod 
feolt h (ptritual things ^ Thtto kt tlir poor, weak Ch-n^'v- 
whoTe uitufol partf are blunt aad dull, adtnire the n 
God's free gnice to bim^ O what m afluQifhmg cooiul^^tm 
if this I that God Oioiild pils by iticnof the profouodi-il la- 
tuml parts, and chule mc, tv^n poor mc, wbofe oacural faco)- 
tjcs aod eadjawKicciis, comp^cd with thcirf, arc boi as lead la 
gold ! Thus nuder the h^ he pifled by the tif>ii aiid eagle, aod 
chofe the t^mb and dove. O how Ihautd rt tnike ise toadvanct 
grace, a€ Chrift doth upon the fame ucmnnx, Maith* kI 2|, 
** I thank thcc. Father. Lord of heaven lod earth, that daoa 
'' hdd bid there ihm^s from the wife aod prudent, atid revKiN 
** ed them to babes.^ Aod let it ever be an buobiiog ocnfi* 
dcratiao lo me ; tor who made me to dilfer i It nor ihu one 
furluclpal thiog God iims at. in caliiog fuch as ! la ( that Uoill* 
lag ci;ay be citduded^ and hlmfelf alone eaialted ? 
The P O E M. 

ON E thing doth very much affc<ft my mttid, ^M 

To fee the fcaroao hulbaud evVy wind ; ^M 

Vi/nh exccUtat art he fbifts the Ms, atkd knows iH 

How to improve the falfe(t wind that blowa. ^^M 

if a direct, or tore right gale be Waot^ ^M 

^ Hde wiad fcrvcs hh turn, tho* ne'er fo IcaaC^ • 

And «kfiil not thU goe day in judgment rife 
^Agatnit your fouls f Ah I can you be Cj wife ^M 

& Imaller matters ; what» and yet not know ^B 

Ha^ to improve frclh gales of grace that blow ? 
f^H stfKir i ia no your wind-bound fouU i:an lie, 
Jind let ihcfe precious gales tlk\ blow, and die. 
£ jQierimes on yoar afFc^lians you miy fed , , 
Such jiagi^yi bceatbings t Ah| bitl hearts of lkd| 



< 



TtMf rtoiw jrote iw, iiPir. pkufe ]^ ^ t^frn^ 
Tho' able, Uk^ Elijah's wiiid^ io r.c9C 
iTh/e rpd&9 fii^odp- ; It ;;oq do )lK>t lurize 
Tbolfb 4irc|tii)ii|^, otlier ivmds ivill Oiortly jUe, 

TTh^^U l0qi( our for a^ Eotpclydpq, 

|i jdii^d^ul idi4r«i : How (b«Pi ^ lO^ caa |ell ; 

C H A *• ^3L 

ifftkiken lofe a gate, there they. may Be g 
The fiul^ M)hen •nee hecalnCd in Jin^ may J^^ 

O $ S £ K: V ^ T I Q N. 

Stmc^i^ wm waf^h^l Vf>^^ ^h^ir opppriiiqicy of >ti^4 
JM»4 «U«« No i^ lAffcb .<;09GeKiif di^ 4b lo |)ei the pcgkft 
«t 41 ffepr t^oiu^ . (mt^P^f ' iP<<» M^c^ ^ir p9i(l4g^ |Uid prov^ 
g gses^i idei«;ii|ie«ki^o theipL T;hfey koi^ <ib<e ynfid |s im )|^90b|c<p 

iineim^iU4«g.toia(t4|(^^^.o^ thai 997 be J|erv9cc« 

^fe 4K^ Ibtf^, fif ^. prdferoos gate 9{6:ri» ^ad 4bgr «cit j;e^» 

A P P >L J C A T I O J«. 

gpl46|) «p|k9nxifiiikt pf fabatipo f^SQrdccTKjr ^149, tbe lu^feft 
«if «^^ MdTc^ ij^ Ifift 41I4 i^Bin of {bills, Qpd l^lb gl?^4iff« 
lowwiiijb94^v«i@^tioiv wbich be IvttK Uiiiiud, (H^b* iv* 7* 
lod lu>$fs 90 exa^.acoomt of every fear^ iq^ath^^od d^y, ^hj^t 

i^bc JkigigMl oat/e trf jc ^ap b« but the tioiis of tdis life; tUs it 
wr 4ay <p work^^ipt j<^ J^. 4* 1^^ «PM ibis l^ail wire thf 
yej^t pf ^fCTAJity bjyagl^ ^fftfoflnetio^ea |h» (bdoo of grace 
i$ ended, before the night of dqasb cofOilNi ; (h&;iocej)ted ntaa 
^^P9»s mt^frpifawiYiOMfey\9^K h^kc;fi^44^ 2 Cor. vu 
a. Pr, 4f rliie.QASward aoeao^ of £iil«AiiM bis 4^^<»aed, vet 
^ flHfit tfatiiy tiaM .wiib4mr# ifw^ thofem<;aQi, .god ca^u^ 
anf mo^ 10 (ki«e,witb imp ; ^ tbcP (^be bi^lj[iqg>,pQwer, .ac4 
i^i;y i3igp»e Crom 4»HP» ,^^4 uMlf^ tboreof .« i^nrfe ieizei^ 
Ae fciiJ, Heb. vi..7, H. and J^r. vj. i^)* ,, . 

* TberefDrelt U a m^iiiler of ^high importaooe to oor (ods to 
apprehend ihdTe'fiiplQpa* Hoyff pathcac^lly M^ ^^^ bewail 



tM A A^ Cmitpafi far Seamen r Oitf 

** hadft knowo, at leaft ki thk thy day, the ihiDgs of thy peace i , j 
** Imc now they are hid fttm thine eyet.** If a cooDpasy of 1 
leameD are fet a»ftiore npoa feme refuse, voiflhabtted iffaod, 
with this advice, to be aboatd again exaftiy at fttch an hour, 
eire they OHiit b^ left behind ; how doHi it concertt ihem to be 
pwnAiiai te their time f - The lives of thesis nen depend opon 
a quarter of afi hour. Many a foul hath periftiedctemiBHy, the 
goipel leaving them behind in their fms, becai^ they i&new n6t 
At time of their vifitation.' I 

REFLECT lOM. i 

What golden fearoos for falvation haft thotf enjo|yed, O my ^ 
fenl ? what halcyon days of gofpel-Hghtand grace imft tho» 
had i How have the predons gales of grace blaw» to ao por- 
pofe upon thee i and the Spirit waite<^ and Ariven' with tfaoe in 
▼aiir ? ** The kingdom oH heave», (being opened in the gb^ 
** pel difpeoTation) hath folKred violence.'' Moltitodes have 
been prefling into it in my days, and I ray@f iiave ibnMtimes 
beeft almoft perfnaded*, and not^f fsMr the kingdom of <^r 
1 have gone as-far as conriAion for fo and fiilfiif y, yea, I have 
been carried by the pow^of fhegofpef. Id refbiv« aJMl p«rpo<eto 
tnm to God, and become a new creature ; Mlit Jlinhath been too^ 
febtie and deceitfnl for aae r t fee, * iny refelulioQs were boe as 
an early ciood; or morning dew ; and now my beare is tM and 
dead ag^in, fettled! upoo its lees. Ah £ I biive cavfe to fear and 
tremble, kftGod tMtthkftme nwier that corfe, Rer.1ix« it. 
^* Let htm that is fiithy^ be fildly ftilK"^ I fesw i am^ become as; 
that miry place, Ezck. xlvii* i r . that (haH not be heakd bf the 
Ifareamsof thrgofpel, hvtt given t^ fak^ andcorfedintoperpe^ 
tnal barrennefs. Ah Lord 1/ wilt thon kave tncfof and ihatt 
thy Spirit 0rive no* more widi me i Then it had been ^ood for 
sne that I ^ad never been bom. Ah t if I have trifled ont diis. 
ftafon, and irrecoverably loll it» then I may take op tbatlamen* 
tatton, JeraViii. 2a and fay, ** My harvclVis patl, myfanHnes 
•• 18 ended, and I am not faved.'' , 

Every crcatnre knows its time, even the tor tie, drane, and 
fwaliow, know the time of thieir coming, Jer..viti. y* How 
brutUb am I, that have not known the time of my vifitatton f 

thou, that art the Lord of Bfe and time, conunandooe gia- 
ctons feaibn more for me, «ad make it c^Anal to m^ bdbpr 

1 go hence, andbefees nomoief 

The POEM. 

AFrefti and whisking gale prefents to ^y, * \ 

But now the ibip*a notready^v winds ouifi fiay^ 



And writ HieleiMmi^fl^lqyhiis^ Wcl}^^ loibonrMr ^ . 
They «^l fHit oui^ but tbm, uoto tbeur larcow, . 
Thiat wmiH fpait, ^ by ibataieaas tfaty gaio 
^erchaiice a iiiofitb*««dpeBi»cc« if aot twam^ 
At laft aoodber oSers, now tfaey *re gone ; 
Bat e're Aey ga|n their fort, ibe mimkei's 4(»ter 
f*or evVy work, and porpofei uodor besLV% 

Tbe fowk of hourea, fwaUow, turUe, crane; 
DoapprebcBd it, afid pat as to fluune. 
Man hath fais ib^ too, bat that mif-rpeat. 
There's time eaciogh his fdiy la repeisu 
Eternity V before hha, bat d^eia 
VNo mone fach gddeo ho«rs us thde have beea: 
!Wh^i tbefe are pafs'd away« theo you (hail fiad 
That, proierb frae» i9caf^*s idd tdimL 
Seiayaare diog'tonai fee that you difixm 
Tour proptf fei&as ; O that you would leam 
This wtfdom fiaai ihofe foals, that come too late 
With ffoitlcfr aies, whem Cbrift Ms (but the gate. 

CHAP. X. 

Sy nav^atim one place ftores another^ 
jind by cmnmuni^nioewiiyi he^, each other. 

O BSE R V AT ION. 

THE boll wife Gad hath To dir(»eDfed hislxraoty to fhe fif- 
>eral oaiions of the world, that one Oaading in need of 
another*! comtnodities, there inight be a fociable comoierce aiid 
trafficfe maintaified amoDgft them all, acid aJt comWoiog in a 
common leaigue« mzj, by the help of aavigatioh, eKhtbit mil* 
tual fuccours to each otber. The ftaple commodities proper to 
cadi country/ 1 find expreAed by the poet, Bart.CalL ^ 

Hence eones.our fagars from Csnary Mes ; . 
Frodi Candy currants, muflcsdels, and oik ; 
From the Molocc<5*s, ^ices ; baifamnm, « 
From Egypt ; odours from Arabia come ; 
From India, gams, ridi drugs, and ivory.; 
From Syria, mummy ; Mack, red ebony, 
Fcom burning Chas) from Peru, pearl, android; 
From Raffia, fmrs, to keep the ridi from c<rid. 
' . LI a 



fVomriSMfie; filks; fNmStM^ fttrif^<4M(^^ ^ 
From D^MMlK^i l^ni/tkt. d^iimt^ 4f9» WMftftM; 
from H(AhM, ho^i iHnife, ftpto tile lMI(|0f |lMiie| 

from fl^glaod, Wiff ; it^ fands ay Gad #MHHtf6% 
To Mxe iff^rM"^ tteaCttre tysnT ebdr A^ 

A PPfci Gib t 10^% 

Thus hiatl^ Qod^ AflHbtted'tte.iMre ridk Wt i^<^iM» ^Ki^ 
^d grsiccf of b^ Spirit ittong tilt peopl<s : f^m^eltcdliti^ lift 666 
gmcpt fom^ ifl adotfitr, though et^rf gfatrb, hi fdlitfe degkre; 
Ee in tbem 9l\ ; evpo as ill ^Mtur^, thdogh thetts bt IB ^ A»mt* 
tk% in ail, yet (bme faculties ate Mv ("o^e tfiore RVefj( tiid tfgc^ 
rons thaa in odiers ; Tome bate a ibDr^ ^gorc^ tyt, t^t^ers a 
inore ready eat*, xnlbm ^ mqtt tohibfe tbdgttt ; io it is lH j^ 
rituab. Abraham, excefi^d ihjtaiti, |6bi0^^H^^r, J[eH^ ill 
Save. Thefc were theii- pebilfaf d^ctellcinits. All the elefk 
veflelf arc not of boe tjttaitity 5 yet c Vc6 ^hofe that WtCd t^her| 
in ibme particql^r grate, t(mt (ddtt ici Othet Y6tiieA^ Of tiiofe 
ahey io o^<^\te4 Ih that fdmsr, atid ftiayl>e ii^tith Ite^tDvtsd by 
<ooverfe with fnch a^ in (oine refpe^s are much below tbcflo^ 
The folidy wife, and jodicibas' Cbritlian^ may wa^t that liveti* 
lieft of aflTefiionSi an^d ten.dern.ers of heart, ^at appears, in tbe^ 
veak; and one th^t ei^ceU in gilFts an^ utterance, may l^rnfai^- ' 
iniUty from the very babes !ti vhtift. 

* And one principal reafot ot this -difiercot diftribmion is to. 
I^ifltua feilowfhipa^iong tfaem all» i Cor xii. 2 1. ** Tb^hud, 
** caanpt fay to ttiefeet» 1 hai^e no Qeed o£ yon.*' A$ in a fa- 
apily where there is much bufincf^ tp be done, even the little 
i^ildren bear a part, accprdiogto their flreegthy Jer. viL i$,, 
U The cbildre^gatlm- wood, tbe fathers kindle th^ fire, the 
^* woiDcn knead th^ doogh.V &3 ia the fumil; dF Qhrifl, th^ 
VeakeJEi CbriAia«i is farviceabie fo ^e Arpng. 

There be predoi^s treafore's In thefe earthen veijets, tor whicK 
ve flionid tf^ bymnttel i: o AaM » i <Mi. The pradvafhers o^ 
the treafnre, fiionld draw 6Qt ovr deftrei^ aqd ^des^ionrs aftet. 
i^t ; and tbe conOderatbnof the^ brittlenoft dT tbple v^els ioi, 
^hidb they arelpopt, (bdnUcrnicnf tobethemorlpnxpedUioiis 

n onr trading wkb them, to^ mgke thetfnicker i^tsrns. ^ For 
^en thofe vefleia <I mean bddi<a of the Mnts) att broK^n bj; 
^ath» Urnii^ no mare to be igoHey ^onl of tbdn. That trea- 
fnre of grbee, wfciizh made thepa'fnch {wfitidife, planfagt, aod 
^efirable companions 00 eaoh^ then afcends with them into bea- 
j^, ^bm ^terj gi;afx recti?^ its adi>kfc€n^ and pcr&<tto&: 



^ligbitul iban e¥» ib^ wcc e on caFtb, yet ^ ^a have oa 
ipore cpmmiiaiGiiiwiih tbeai» uU wt cpw^ io g)drF oorfelvc^ 
Nov therefore U bi^hoves iis to be eiudchii^ Qarfelfet ^ coai« 
iiiitiBks|tiQ& of wbs(t Qsd haih dro|»t nM<^ iis^ aii<i infiio^e|ileiif 
df tbeff* Mooe well iioti^ "t^; Wel|iaisMit&bf iabits, a»W€ 
ufe f Q <)p bf ^IbdieciM^e badi kmi ip ^ » fe^ diqfs, we AmhiM 
^s to o«r ipeolorlst, gr ^l^nicrMidfalf tbf cfadice QOtioa» we ipcet 
wi:db ^ U» tbat tbef 1^ hjt'pibr a«m ^b^^^f bP^ i< fiaM 
for, aad-^e cati bsm It qqi lafig^er bj «|i. 

?LorcI, k6w,fliortdoI<»tataf mjdMtyipc«w^ 
or receiyiog good bj others ( My foul ^ eichn empiy and bitt^ 
rcn, or if thcifc be any ^qUMre 19 it, y^t U is ba; m • ireidSir^ 
locked op ip fooie ch«()p wbofe key U loA, when ii (hoiiU H 
opened for the ofc of. others. Ah ^orJ i I bairc filmed greatlf^ 
not Qoly by vain word«,^ b^t i[ioful ^t^ofi, \ k^^ b^p oi JMe 
uie in the w<>r(d. 

How rmle sJ(q bavf 1 Mttcfi bytcooifiiiittoa with others 2 
Spibe, it maj be, that vc 61 my own fjzc, or iudgmeot, pr thai 
1 am otherMie dMtgpd to, 1 catt dciight taccmvcrfewith : bat, 
P, where h that Jar wtjefs of beait, and geodra) d?Hgbt I ftoqW 
have to, and ip all «^y*p«9p)e ? ,. Ifow imiqgf o£ aay old dear ac- 
/juai^tanfe ^Tf^w \n heaven, Vffai^ tqogim ^kxk^^hm9fih, 
wr,'Whilethej^,wercbarc,?rpv.^ aq. And bldfed fouls J hMr 
^ONniiMmptuft were they of w^ th^ gaveft ihem i what 
m iflspcovvqneiil had \ loaikof mj taictit t^ way^ bad I bee^i 
^iii|rent ! |iprd pvi6^ my n^efi of tbojii: iiye«t and bkfled 
adveatag«». Q let all anyi^ligiht be 19 thy faintf, yho are the 
ex<^Ucnt'of tbeeardl. . j(i,et jpur fiever go eut of their company, 
.Vjtbo9t ao he^t |pore warqie^ .Wi^lfeJB^ ^ ^nJaMe4» than? 
^b^ 1 oame j^mo^gft tbeia. [^ .^ 

' .T*e-. PO'E M. ' 

•^0 fewraj IKftioiis Gba doth fo diftribotc 
X »is bwory, that^^sch.x)ttc muft pay a tribijte 
vtoo each omer. .Enrope cannot vannL 
And fay, Of Afrita ! have no want. 
Aajtdca ^d Afia need not flrivc, 
AVhich of iife» can beft fnVfitt and live. * 

T|ach,cotontJt's'want, in fome*ing. doth maintaia ' 
^^^rce tetwixt thcto all. Such is the w© 

* "'%.•■ •*' • -^/' *^. » ' •. • . j» -^ ,. . . 
5Mf,Gurnar. 



tjm J PTgm Ompafs fir SSeamk : Or, ._ 

And end of God, who doih diljpeoiis aod give ' 

More gr^ce to fonie, their brethrea to relieve. ^ 

This makes the foo ten thotiGmd tme$ note b^fit, 

Becaofe it b diAfive of its light ; 

ks hetais are ^ded glonooAy ; bat theft 

TKif (iroperiy doth gdd them o*er again. 

Shcmld ftw, moos, ftars, impropriate all their lig^t; 

What (fiteal daiteeft would the world benig^ ? 

Oq this accoQft t men hate the vermia brood, 

Becaiile they take b m«dirbot do oogood. 

What harm, if l^tfoora my candle light ^ 

Except ftuanby I make yoor room more bright. 

Be that, by pvmpiog, (bcks and draws the fpriflg^ 

Mew ftreaois, and Tweeter, lo ^ well doth bring. 

Grace is a treafare in ao escthen pot; 

When deaUi hath da(hl it, no more can be got 

Oot of that veflel : then, while it is whoIe» 

Get one the treafiirc to imricb yonr fimU 

C ff A P. XL 

Tie rocis abide, though feat ngamfi themrages 
S$ JbaU the churchy litlAch is Gc<ts htritage. 

OBSERVATION. 
nPHE fodct, though fitnate in the boifteroos and tempeftnoM 
^ ocean, yet abide firm und 4mmovaMe from i^e ^ ag^ 
The impetnotts waves da A tgainft diem wtth great videnoe, but 
cannot remove them oot of thdr phoe. And al&oi^ fismc^ 
times they wafh over diem, and ma&e them to di&ppeari yet 
there they remain fixed and impregnable. 

APPLICATION. 
' This is a livdy emblem of. the condition of the cSimtir, a* 
midft all ^gers and oppofitions wherewith it is enooontered and 
faulted in this world. Thefem^fopA^rifin/waVes rcsnr and lieat 
with violence againft it, but with as little fixusels as tlie lea 
agatoft the rocks, Matth. kvL i8. *' Upon this rock wiU 1 bnild 
^' my church, and the [gates] of hell Aiall not prevail agaitift 
** it.*' Thegatesof hell, are the power and policy of hell; fat 
ft is conceived to be an allufive ipeech to the gates of the Jews, 
wherein their ammnnition for war was lodged, which ailb were 
the (eats of judicature, there (at the judges; but yet thefe 
gales of helf'(hall nbt prevail. Nay, this rock is not only in* 
vindUe, in the tnidft of their viorehoe, but alb breaks all thac 
4$&k agMttft it, Zech. xii/j. <^ In diat day 1 will make JerefiK 



'^^ ien a bardeoibflieftoiie for all peoples dlthattniiileiiihrn^ 
«« felves with it, ihaU he<i» ifi pieces, thoo^ all (he people of 
*' the earth be gathered together agaioft it/' An allafioD t» 
ene that eftys to rool foiiie great ^(bxie agaiaft ihehill, wbich 
at laft retorot upon hiai« ana crofliea him 10 pieces. 

Aod the reafett why it is thus firm aiHl impr^gpiabk, is not 
bomk \tk\(i ferahs, ib coofidercd, H is wcsHt* and obnoxioiis to 
tQio; hot from the idmigbty power of God, which guards and 
pre(erves it day and night, Kalm &lvi 5, 6. « God is in the 
*^ nidft of her, (he fliall not be mo^td : God (ball help her^ 
" and that right early.*^ Vatati. Dum a/picH mam. When the ^ 
aomiog appears. Wbich< notes (faith CaMo) God's afidnons 
and cdSlant h^and ftioooor» wUcfa; is extended mdl danger^ 
as tcottAantly as the inn arifes. And this aflSdMOS facooor t» 
his people, and their great fecarity thereby, is let forth in tba 
Scriptures by a pleafi^t yariety of meiapbors and emblems^ 
Zech. ii. 5. '^ 1, Taiib the Loid, will be a wall of fire round a> 
*< boot it." Some think this phrafe dhidts ta the chenrilims, that 
kept the way of the tree of Kfe with flamiag fwords t others^ 
10 the fiery chariots soajad about Dathan, where ElUha was; hoc 
aipft think it to be aa aUofion to an antlent coftom of trafellera 
in the defarts; whoy to^ prevent the afTanltsof w9d beafts ia 
the night, OKuIe a circular fire round about theta, which was as 
a wail to them. Thus urill God be to bis people a wall of fire^ 
nrhich aooe cm (cale. 80 £aiod. iii. 3, 4, 5. wa haae aa ex- 
celkift onblem of the ebofch's low and dsag^roas cpaditioi^ 
and admhrabk preftnration. Too have here both a marvet md 
a wyfiny. The marvel was 10 fee a bnfh all 00 fir^» aad yet 
aot coofumed. The aqjfftery is this, the ba(b repiefimted the 
fad ooodition of the dnwch in Egypt ; the fire ftuning upon it» 
the grievous affliftioosy troubles, and bondage It was in there ; 
the remalniag of d^ bofti unconfaoied, the fitaage aad adau* 
table prefervatioa of the chai^ch in thofe trouUes. It lived 
ibeie as the three aoUe Jewsi untouched hi the mAA ci a bura« 
^g fiery furnace 1 and the angel of the Lord, in a flai»e of fire» ia 
the midft of the Jbqttk^ was nothiog eife but tlic Lord Jefiis Chrifi^ 
powerfully and gradoufly prefent with his people, amidfi aH 
their daagety and (ufierings. The Lord ii exceeding tender 
over them, and jealous for them, as that eapreffion imports, 
Zech. ii. 8. *^ He that toocheth you, toucheth the apple of 
*< mine eye.*' He that ftrikes at diem, (IriKei at the face of 
God ; aad at the moft excellent part of the facei the. eye^ 
and at the moft tender and precious part of the eye, the appl^ 
^ of th« eye. Mi yet; ^ ^ kacni^d modem o^fenr^ tbi? peo^ 



i^ J ifrw Cfmpdllif$r ^itUfs Or, 

^1 tS Mh0i^ ttfes this wuiet and ifeir M|Mii9Q» ihei« 

Booe af the bflft itf Ifracl oeidusr $ but «he refi^ffe tti^ ftaU 

tehiod in finbyloki, .M^ben tketr bethrcfi were fiiiie iojr«tiiMM 

Aeiaa(ile4 ^djec over theiie. ht'^u tcnkr^s t iPiui i» oMr 

fabe|e« 

jl S F L E C T I ^ N. 
Aiidl8'Ae4e«ai4iy bF ttie^irarch fo 'great faM ht |lrei«rvai 
ttOQ lb adsiifibiei anlidft^tl Aoms and tempeftaf -Am 4i^f art 
thoo Co jMiie and fiWeft to defpoiid, O ny-foaK io fhe day 
of Srao'a tfotfMe'f Senhble rhoit waft, aodoughtell td be; bttt 
QO rearoa to Hang Aoira Ae^M i tlii^agh difoMlrigeQioiit; ^ 
UitMfhlels to^feriiike ZioD ia odr ailtreis^ fdr fe«r of bei^ rwM 
tdariAber. rv 

* What DtfM fiMke to Abiathar» >r'9aiii.«xii. tij. tt»l «a> 
Cioa fpeak to all her Ibosinid daoghtm io atl ibi^dKlrefies i 
^ ThovgH he that lecfketh ihf life, ftiflK«h ndoe aTfb ; yet with 
^ «K ftitt thou be in rafegQard." God hath entdied ^cat £it 
irathxi wd deKrarances upon 2kin ; ^nd M^fled 4ire sdf iie^ 
friends and ftvoorara ; the Hock of Ages k its defence. Feat ^ 
not, therefore, O any feni, diongfa the 4iillf be retaav«d out of 
thdr filate, and call into the 4iiklft c»F the 4ea. C let my feidi 
trinQii9*h, ^aad my tieart rejoice npon thn greiMd of comfbrt: i 
(be the Tane tocbs now, and in the4ame^ce and tondittott 
Ihey «^ne many years ago. lliongh fhey bave eodtired many 
fiorns»7et^hei^ethey«Ude; aad4b (haDZion^ 'when tbe froiid 
wares fcdHre 'Q>eot their fvry and rage agaioft it. 

The P O E M. 

MelbpMiaifa, fitoate til tfae/feat , 
May refferent the diHf eh \ m, M jm pka£5» 
i<k reuk, &€r which the waves do ouffi awl Arell, ^ 
lilay€gnic ft ; <shofe eitber« wfakh yon ariU.^ 
'Winds tttyi9t -opon tfaofe feaa, aid oiake a )noift» 
The 'lofty w««e$ fometiaaaa^t ttp4hdirtoioe» 
And, fweBing high fiidceffiveiy* do beat - 

Vitb mleoiee agaioft It/ then fetreat. 
l%eybr^kthcmfekFea, bat it iMdps their ihaclu. 
Aod^when their rage is ifient. ttheie Haods the^rodtr 
mien they ^are out, tlM«do4iffirni and fote, 
'"l^eaory'poffbp, and ff>fendor. Is ifae church's Slater ' 
And ilieydefenre no 4efs reproof, diatare : " 
hxlAockh trottbles ready 40 defpalr. 
n^hts rack aoiidft fer Aroager rocfes doth Ue, 
%lfbid»4ircii6faBae^fe^dae{r,^.ihk^ .^ 



^3[5^y4::AI>'rb€JbaifefM,.Jc^:d^ or u^^ 
Aod theie, enviroo'd by then*, daily fiod 
Their bread afcert^o^ ; wjatcis tpotltQurV! :; 

. c H A P. awi. 

• f^hait iangwi 4kin they for a tittle -gaha^ 
• I4%0i '/&rnimr ^Jouis^ nuouldntyr take "ha^ the -pdinr! • ' 

so 9 SiJE R y 4 T I OW. J 

HP W ^cQCi^igg 4biiui(Mis ^^ ;ad?amw*atts arc lieamtt 
ior a 4c«all pMruoQ .of tH^. w^rW ? How pr.O(Jigal ^ 
i^neqgih ao$l lifeiipr v(>^ XUy wi^lr^io lo tbeoadttqf icWe^rtil^ 
^^^^^ i|n.A>tHQ(x(4Pd>JUj9gei:^, Iip9a )the.h9|^s .aad iprobaMity 
of l5P^iag»aiina»U^l]^ave. i?<n<«i4|r<, pentmras, pfrmiikp^m 
Oila, cu^mut, ^qp^ of gaio oi^be lh$f|i .¥iU&iig .to 4dv)(Q|liicfl / 
tiji^k l^&ty^ ye^t 4f^ir ^fe> vaivd^ncoAnige them co icodore he«« 
Cot«i« ^d\h|Ufig^r,, ^ a tbfMiiiaii4 ^ftr^iis ^aod di&Qi|kie3, to 
wWcb fC^q^ )JHieA^Q>i^(!i-^3Lpofed* 

A T P L J ,C A T I O N: 

.l|aw km ^ )e^c ^re mens, afi^oos after ihe iVDsU i ^ 
b^w.i^<:iAir&.akQ(d cpM^iOHiiaFdd. thingft etecoali they ^e i;ai2cf|:^U 
MdiiCroabUd;at|(¥)ic g^n^y ihingir, b^t feidoiB s^voA ibp >pQa« 
«iid,»^^fl4ry.f|i»t«0r, J^ikc X 40. Tbeyc^Q ri£:e«rLy^go<to^id 
]^ic,|afad*cat t)i<»:J|^fj^af.O^,efuip^$ ; tbiUiviieii.dtd ihAy.fip^de* 
ny themfelves for tbeir poor (boU ? Their hm^»^e/iiU pf dc*' 
figus aod projc<ns to g^t^ or adu^trdcef^Pteflate : ^* We will go 
'' into i^ a 6iiy, .^}€i|iiiiuie:tb^e .a ,y«ar, tmd tiuy i^Qii ff If, unt 
" get gain/' J^s-ii?, 1^. This is thie fi» ifw>?, ^^imajHer^e" 
fign, which eagroflfeth allscib^ir tia)9» tludk$> faii4 iCQ^tfii^ces* 
The will hath paO ^.deBffefor.itM.^thff heart af>d itflfeati<?P8 ^np 
fully let oat to it. They jmUlM,rkk^ .1 Tiqfi* <^i. 9 Tiris^crcc 
of the will, the Spirit^f God it4»}8 ,dffqp o^ise V>f ; f99«l ia« 
deed it is the clc|H:efl^ ^d Wl^ft 4if*:fiff6ry 9if ^ JUNE'S jp^rtiopi 
and co^ditioQ : for )ooif)yiii4Cib»ihlgheft:ia.iJ>ei9(lijiiatiQ(), firfk 
aod lafl ia the thQ»gh^>.a8i^ iipao.wbtich^Wje ipQ(ul Qu^r time and 
llrcQgth with delight ; cwMio^^, tM lisjoor tf«aiurc, Matth. 
vi. 20, 21^ rhjeh^ij^sr^nd bpar-i^ of Jai|it«iirc full of folicii'^ 
ous cares and fears about th^ir ipisrUQia^l cooditfCHi; .tbe greac 
defigQ they <itiy^.Qi.,',lo jriai^b (aU,Ck4jerrliii,Qg» 
things 0Q the by, is A^ 10^ jure th4r ctl^Qg mb4 '^le^ioj». 
This is the [/►^/y^W ^<<tt^-W«ig^t»apd.bift8 jof ib«ir ^^^ SEi 
VoL.Vrl,.. , .,. .,M.«| ../.,. 



174 ^ ^^ Cm^ ftfr Siomett: Ot, 

their hearts flray'aod waoder after any other things fit&xedacei 

tbtta again. 

REFLECTION. 
Lord» this hath been my madoer frott my youths may tht 
carnal minded man fay; I have been labouring for the meaC 
that perifheth ; difqoietiDg^ myfelf in' vaio', fnll of defigns zsA 
jnrojdEh for the world, and unwearied in my endeavours to 
comfMds «n^ earthly treafsre ;. yet- tbdcin 1 have either bcett 
checked and di&ppointed by Providence, 0r if I have obtained, 
yet I am no fooner come to enjoy that content and comfort I pro- 
miftd myfelf m it, bot I am ready to leave it all, to be ftript oat 
of It byvdeath, and in that day all my thought^ perifli i But, 
in the mean lime, what hare I done for my fool f When did i 
ever break a night's fteep^ or deny and pinch il^felf for it ? Ahl 
fcol, thttt I am f: to nouriOi alid jumper a vile body, wliidr 
m^ Qiortly lie nnder the clods, and heCdme a loathibme car* 
a& ; and, in the mean time, negicA and nndo my poor Umi, 
which partakes o# the nature of angels, and mnft live for ever. 
I have kept others vineyards, bnt mine own vineyard i have not 
kept ? I have be^ a perpetual drndge and flave to the world ^ 
in a worfc condition hadi my foul been, than others that are 
ioiotdemned^lo the mines. Lord; change my n^afuFe, tad change 
my heart : Olet it fnfike that 1 have been thns long labouring 
on the fire, for very vanity t now gather np my hem and aAc- 
iions in thyfelf, and let my great defign now be, to fecure a 
fecial intereft in thy blefledfelf> that £ may omse fiiy, ^* Ta nte 
^* to live is Chrift/' 

; The P O EM. 

THE face of man^ impre6*d and flamp'd on gold. 
With crown, and royal fceptres^ we behold. 
No wonder that "ft hnman face it gakis, 
Since head, heart, fonl, and>body, it obtains. 
Nor is it Arange a feeptre it Ihonld have. 
That to its yoke the world doth fo eoflave. . 
Charmed with its chinking note, away they go,, 
Like eagles to the carcaft^ ride and row. . 
Thro* worlds of hazards foolKb crdatnres rtm>. 
That into its' embraces they may come. 
Fdor Indiana^ in the mines, my heart condoles^ 
But felddm tnrps afide to pity fonls, 
Which are the flaves, indeed, that toil, andfpend- 
Themfelves upon its ferviee. Snidy, friend,- 
'They ai^ bnt fesftons; to prepare, and make 
Thy grave> within thofe minaa, whence tliey do talbe* 



And dig their ore. Ak ! ma^yibnlt, Ifear, 
Whole bodies live, ^FClKc eiitt>ahed ibere. 
Is gold fo temptiag. to you ? Lo ! Cbfill (Undft, 
With length of days, and riches t^ hishands. 
Gold to the fine try*d he freely proffers, 
Sat few regard, or take thofe goldeo oflfera. 

€ H A P. XIIL 

MtlRms cf cfidtures in the fias are fed : * 

Why then dre faints in doubt cf daily bread f ^ 

OBSERVATION. 
w I ^Here are umltitades of Uviog aeatnrts io the (ea. . Hie 

W Pfahniftfittth, there are ia it, '', Things creeping ioaii^ 
^ merable, both fmail aod great beafts,** PCd. civ., a;, aiid vre^ 
read, Geo. i* 2o« that when Xjlod hlefl^ the waters, heiaid*^ 
<* Let the waters hrliig forth aboQdaotly, bothfiffli and fowl, that 
^* move \tk it, asd % about it.^^ Yet all thofe ptildtodes of fifh 
and fowl, 'bo& m fea aod land, arexared and {H'qyided foi:.« 
Pial. cxiv. ly i6« *' Tboo giveft them their meat in doe £»•? 
*\ foa : thou opeoeft thy ban^ ^^^ iatisfiofi the defire of ^cry> 
^-^ Kving dung." 

APPLICATION, 

If' God take care for the fifliea of the Tea, and the fowls oF 
the air, math OKve will he care and provide for thofe that fear 
him. ** When the poor and -needy fecketh water, andtherci 
'' is none, and tbw toogne failech for ibirft ; I, the Lord, will 
** hear them ; I, the Ck)d of Ifrael, will not forfake them/' 
lia.xli. 17. *^ Take noihongbt for yoar life, ^taith tbeLord)^ 
^ what ye (hall ear, or what ye (hall drink ; or for the body, 
** what ye (hall put on :" Which he backs with an argument 
from God's prot^ideoce^over the creatnres, andenforceth it witlv. 
9 [much, raiher'} upon them, Matth. vi. aj, 31. God would 
have his people be without carefuhefs^ (i^ #.) anxioos care« 
I Cor, yiL 32. ^* And to caft their care npon htm, for.be 
** carcth for them," i Pet. v. 7/ There are two main argu-j 
ments fuggefted in the gofpel, to . quiei and fadsfy the hearts 
of faints in :this particular: the one is, that the giftof Jefus 
Chrift amounts to more than all the(e things coipe to ; yea, in. 
befiowittg him, he has given that which virtually and eminently 
comprehends all the(e inferior mercies in it, Rom* viii. ja. 
^* He that fpared not his own Son, but delivered him. up for 
*^ «s alii how (halt he not with him freely give us ail things V 



Aod I Cor. ill. 22. ** AW thibgd are y(^ur^ aod ycarisCHvift^ 
''and Chrift is God's.** Attoihet atgufQent is/tbat Cid^ 
gives fhefe tcm^ral- tKiogs td tfiofe^ he ne^r garae hi^ Gfarift^ 
unto, and therefore tfettfe if* so gitnsC' anttep io-than' ; yea^ ' tdf 
thoie which, in a iittle while; are tabe ^M *am> bell, P&inf 
xvit 14. Now if Gdd dothe som) feed' his^ cftflditQ^. i£ (to aliadli 
to that, Luke xii* a8.) be clothe the grals, which to-day is io 
its pride and glory i» th^ fielder zvA to*lDOFA>w is caft into the 
i^veo, into hell : how moch moco wiU he clothe aod provide for 
yoQ that are faimsr 
* This God» that fee<h aA the creatores, is yoor l^atfi^, aod a 
Father that never di^ ; ' zM AieMbfdire foif (BalCnot be as expo- 
jMorphins, ihit »s tliechrtdreii 6i fiith a Variier. ^ Vbr^S 
^ htfiflr fiffd, I Will nev^ iifavs yoo, me fgnifidie yot^**^ Hib. 
jflii. 3. F ha^ read of a gdbd^ WDiwia,. itna far di ftftfpta an^ 
diflnfTes n^as Wttnt no entodva^ hevfett vmH tfaoc woid, 2 Smk. 
taik 4f, T^ L9rd Hvtth. ]&i one tiote; Ma^ ivadcdpdi^ 
1ht(%, and- fergett^dgf tbav cdoiblationi ode of' Yim XivAc dnidrer 
iMffie to tref , and f%id; ' * Mci<tie^» why wecrp ye fix ? W hat V is 
f QoA dead no«r ?' Which wordsv froota child^ (haitied tor 
da^of hrer ttabetieviag fea^si aid quickly broaght her Ipimsitcr 
^e(l. O fainti whilit God lives, thoa canft not wadi what is 
good for thee. 

YMw Avc^t i X\h might Chiiima«s live; taM> they bai foriQg 
fheir hetfrts to a f61l fobje^kitt ttar che^il^og wilhof GodJ ta 
Be coDteftt nor only with- \xihtft he 0!AiiMads aad approves, boc 
ftlfo witiV What he tfUots abd appoinrs . It wai a fwcei ccpiy^» that 
a gracious womaii dnce nM<k i)pon< her d^ath-bed, tki a^fneod 
ifa^ asked, * Whether (he were todre wifliftg xa livev or 
< die ?' She aof^jrered, * I am pteafed wi^li wliat God pleafech/ 
^ Yea, (fin* her friend)* bnt *rf GckJ (hAttldrrfec \t taym^ wiach 
^ woold yod chufe V • Tmly, (feid ftsc) if Cod* woddrefer \t 
* to mc, I would rifer it t© him agaim* Ah ! fahffed lile, 
when the wtH is fwallowed ap in the wilt erf God, aivd the hear e 
at re(( in hts cafe and lovis, and pleafied with aik bia appouic^ 
inents, 

R E r L E C Y I O N. 

I retBttnber vhy fatilt this day^ mtiy many a gracious ftml fay. 
Jth \ how faithleis and ditVrnflful h^ve I bc^, ootwitbflandiog 
the great fecnrity God hath given' to Af failh, both io hia 
^ord and works I O Ay fo«f; tfeoti haft greatly finned ihctc* 
in, and diftionoored thy j'athisr ! 1 have beert worfe to my Fa 
ihcFr ri^ia* mf children arc to tn^. They ttouhlo noe tbeir 
tbou^hU with what they fiatt esik or drio}c^ or potouj but 



trdS to my care aod.peoirilioiil \<» tbiK ; yet I emtMtttA Mf 
Father, though I havie lao. thoiifaod limes more iieafeii fo to 4o, 
than they have.to trull m^ Mattk* Tik ir. difre})^, iNllc^i^ f 
were jealous of my Father's aifefldom I oouU aot -bie i^ 4ii^ 
btous of his proviiiou for me. Ah ! L Aioold rather wooder 
that I have fo much,* ttum repiie that t have oo more. I (hould 
rather have baea troi»bLed thaft I have doae &a more forOod^ 
thaa that'l have, receif ed no mpr^ hom^God. I liave not pro- 
claimed it fo the world' b^ my converfattoo, that I have found 
a fufHcieocy in hitt a^ole, as|be faiHti^hsKr&ddiiie, Hab. iii. ly, 
%J^j. fibw l^tfre I d«bafed tfaor falnhftiloeb and aU ibfioieiley df 
Q^ iAUd UMgaiiisd .tiide eac«hly irifteSi. by' diyr aj»neiiy dbotrt 
tbsirlf Had! badfflMf<e;f3hii» ftiiglii piirie vroeld not \mm 
jiiftde inch m he}»^y btsrt. Lord^. koiw ottca haft tfaos OMvkRcdr 
ne qf tfafts feU9,< attil pst me lo tile Uuih, whea thdit b«flroaii^ 
jbrted s»f iiiiboUbef !: io tba« 1 haire rek>be4Dever to dtftraft tlM«r 
iDore, . and. yem^w ^exigtfQscies iveaew this oonrbfitiaD. Ikom 

coQtradidtory aUbi toadi ^yhcArcaui itty prayers been ? I pray 

ft>r tfaami ccrndtii^aaKy^ and w'tib fobmiffioa to thy mlf ; I dbe 

ivit (ay to tllee, 1 m^ kave tkem ; yet this hatb beelv the iutt^ 

floage vt my bcatt aod IHe. O c^avnce. mc ot thk foliyj 
The JOE W. 

XT'^kty of carioDS fifil are cai^bt 

y Ovtol tfac/iea*. aadioooc labkabmogbtf 

We p'ldi thecfaoiceh biia^ and tfaen we lay. 

We are fo0if»id ; jcomc, adw, takeawaf. 

Th« tablets voided^ yen have dooi ;. btit &l» 

1 wimid iperfiiade to have it brou|g^t af aia. 

'Pbe'^fwaieft bitx>f all! jepiakis behind^ 

Which, through your want of skill, you coald not fiadt. 

^ bit fer ^h/ have yoo not fotmd it ? Then 

I've madd bn^ half a awai ^ come, tafte agaia^ 

Haft choQ eoftfidietVl^O my frail dsift band 

Wfakh fiseds -Aofs aniilficiidcs io. fea asd land i 

A double mercy m it thaa Aooldft fee ; . 

kjsd tfcem QrA^.aad tben.wisth. thrm^ed thee. 

Food iQ the waters we (hc^aid. think, wiere kaajt 

Forfai^ha/maMtofle# yetfionedowamt. 

What namVoua fbcks of birds abopt- me fly ? 

When faw.i oaip, throagb waat, JaU dowD» nod die? 

They gather, wbaA his hfiod to tbem dc*h hfiog, 

Tbo' bftt aworm, aad at that fe^ am iiag. 

How full a table doth my Faiiittr keep ?. 

muftis tta^ vx^.mvftJBit^ bft»t^ cepeatjt atid weep^. 



dfS^ A Nrm Cmpafi f&r Seameni Or, 

Hov fiiiihlcrs aad dUknaiiil haft thov beoo, 
Altfap' bU care and lote tboo oft haft feco f 
Thoft ia a fiogle difli yov ha^ a feaft, 
Toor firft and (ecood camk, the laft the bcft. 

CHAP. XIV. 

Sea-waters drained through the earth, are fwett / 
&Q are th* offliBions which God^s people meet* 

OBSERVATION. 

THE waters of the fea, io themfehes, are brackHh, and mi-, 
pleafant, ^« being exhaled bj thefia, aad coodenfed hito 
doodst the§r faU down into pleafimt ihowers ; or if dnu&ed 
#irp«gh the earth* their property is diereby altered, and that 
which was lb &k iaihe fea, becomes exceeding fweet and plea-* 
^t in the fprin^s. This we find l^ coaftant expetteaoe, the 
ftreeteft ayfial fprtn^ came from the fea, Ecclef. i. 7. 
APPLICATION. 

Affli AioBS in themfelves are evil, Amos it. 6. very bitter and* 
vopleaiant. . See Heb. xii. 1 f . Yet not morally and isttificaliy 
evil, as (ia is ; for if (o, the hdy God wonld never o^r^ it foe 
fats own aft as be doth, Mtc fit. 2. but always di&lahneth (in. 
Jam i. 3. Befides, if it ufere To evil, itconid, in no cafe, or 
rdTpeft, be the pbjeft of our clcdion and defire, as in fome ca- 
fes it onght to be,^ Heb. xi. 25. bnt it is evil, as it is the frnit 
of fin, and grievous unto fenfe, Heb. xiv. 11. Bnt though it 
be thus brackiOi, and unplea&nt in itfelf, yet, paffiog rhroogh 
Chrift and the covenant, it loTea that ungratsful prqperty, and 
becomes pleafant m the froits and elSbfU thereof unto believers^ 
Heb. xii. ir. 

Yea, fuch are the blelled fruits thereof, ^t they are to ac- 
count it all joy, when they fall into divers affliftions. Jam. 1. 2* 
David could blefs God tiui; he was afflifted, and many a ftint 
hath doite the like. A good woman once compared her afflic- 
tions to her children : * For, {Mih tbt} diey put me in pain ia 
* bearipg them; yet as I kuow apt which child, b neither 
' which affliAion» I could be without.^ 

Sometimes the Lord fand-ifies affitftions, to (fiftover the cor^ 
ruptioQ that is in the heart, Peut. idii. 2. it is a furnace to 
(hew the drofsi Ah 1 when a (harp affiidbn cornea, then th« 
pride, impatience, and dnbelief of the heart appears s Matura 
vexatio prodit /eipfam. When the water is flirred, then the 
»ad and filthy fediment, that lay at the bottom, riles. Little, 
lUth the a^Oed ibsl« £4 i t^iik, there had ^beep in mc ihsi 



Mav^j^tHon SfiriiuaSziS. ^ ^j^ 

pni% lelf-love, dtfiraft of God» carnal fear, a&d oabefief, as 
} now find. O where is my paiieoce, my faidi» my glory im 
tribolatioo i 1 coold not have hnagiaed the fight of deatk 
would have lo appalled me, the loTs ^ outward tkiogs have lb 
pierced me. Ifow what a bleiied tbiog is t)ii% lo have the hoM 
-ihos difisovered. 

AgaiQ, fimfiified affliAtoosdifcover the emptioers and ▼anit^ 
of the creature. Now, the Lord haih ftaioed its pride, aiid 
veiled \U temptiog ipleador, by this or Aat affliAioa ; and the 
ibol fees what an empty, (hallow, deceitM thmg it is. The 
world (as one hath tnilyobierved) is thee. only great m. our 
eyes, wheii we are full of fenfe and ielf : bat now affliAios 
ji^es OS more Ipiritoal^ and then it is>nothiiig» It drives thedl 
nearer ,to Godv awakes thett lee the necefficy ef the life of 
lutb» with mnltimdes of other benefits. 

Bat yet theie fwecl fruits of affliAioat do not netoraily, and 
of their own accord, fpriog from It ; &o» we may aa well look 
for grapes from thortis, or figs from thiftks, as for fnch frniu 
from affiaion, tiU CbrUts fanaifyiag hand and art hefe pafled 
epoo them.^ 

The leaianwhy they become thus fweet and plcafimt (as 1 
9oted before) is, becaole they ion sow into another cfaaiHiel % 
Jcfus CbriQ hath removed than from moiwt Ebal to Gereeim .; 
they are no more the eifi^s of vindidivse wrath, bet paternal 
cbaAifement. And, as *• Mr Cafe well netea, ' a teachiligiil^ 
^ ffiAion is to the iaintt, the refalt of d the oflBces of Jefue 

* Chrift. As a king, hecbaOcns; aa a prophet, he teachetk» 

* viz^ by cbaftening ; and, as a prieft, he bath purchafed this 

* grace of the Fathirr, tint the dry rod nfaht bloflbm, and 

* bear fruit.' Behold^ then, a iknftified affiftioe is a cup» 
wherefaito Jisfas Chrtft b4th vseng and preflcd the jeica and 
virtue of all his mediatory offices. Surely, that muft be a ca|> 
of i^eoerous, royal wine, like that in the fupper, acupof bleir 
fiog to the people of God. 

RJEFLECTION. 
ifetice may diis vfufanfttfied foul draw misitter of fear and 
trouble^ even from Its uofanAified troubles. Atid thus it may 
teSeft upon itfdf : O my foul t what good haft thou gotten by 
all, or any of thy affliAions? God's rod hatb been dumb to 
thee, or thou deaf to it. 1 have not learned one holy inftruc- 
tioD from it ; my troebfes have left me the fame, or worfe than . 
Aey found me';' iny heart was proad, earthly, and vain before, 

♦ Corre^oe, Inftradion, p. 8i. 



'^Sf> ^ •^^ Gompajs fit Smui^: Of, 

«id ib it reniahks ilill ; they hav^ aot piu^ed i>«t| 'Bat <Md^ 
ipvtfi vent to the pride, BiiirBiur» aad a^eiim of any heai;t« ' 1 
liave beentn my affliifbioBS, as Jthat wickied Ahaz Was m hks^ 
tt Chram. Qbxvm. 22. who, /* io:the mLdftsof jhls^ diilrefe, yoc 
^ Ipeipaflbd more aod aiore agaioft Ahe Lond.". Wiiea liiavc 
beeo in ftorms at Tea, or troubles at home, roy'foid JvhbiB ioc 
iiatb beeo^s aT^mg lea, casing up mire and dirt, lately 
Ahk rod IS not .tbe^rod of iGod'sxbHdreii; i ha^e proored btst 
drofciB thcfuroace, and 1 fear the lidcd wuH ;p«t meannay ai 
drofs, as be threoreDS toido to the.miched^ ^P^lri• crou 4C9. 

HeDce^fo fiiauld gracious fouls draw osada eBGour^gcmeflt 
•ad comfortJQioidiLail thetr ^troubks^ O ithefe u€ the irDits tt 
God'siatherly love tome! iwKy (hoUldlifeartncfoedayiof e^H 
or trembie aof faore at afflt«fltoQ I Though. they Taem as a fer^ 
pent at a dilVance, yet are they a xod hi the baod^ Oiikfrcd lat 
4b^ skilful^aa^iigvftcioas hai\d, thatiinakes tbe irod, tbe dry rod 
te blonUm, aodibedr lach,^r&ciou6 4niit.. 

Lo«i, \vfaattt myfiety of love Iks ia«th4s difpeafatiofi ! ;tbat 
Ca, wbidi firfttbroiight afflttSliockS ititorfae Avorld. is uoiv itfelf 
carried out of the world by afflidion, Rom. v. 12. Ita.vii.^i 
O^haticao'fruiftiBtetiiyialffattoii, 'iivbeQ .•thiofe 4rerf itbiogs ihat 
lisem^moltto oppofedt, ace «uideibb& went tmit, .azid,rCCH]trtK^ 
ay-t(»4[heir^0MririaiaMfi*^ 'do promoteand further it ? 

The P'0£ M. 
» IT^IS ftrafige to Ixear what d'fff'rcnt cerffinressfell 

•^ Upoa«ihe/a«ieaf{li^tDa ; fome^docall 
TTheir^troablcsfweet, (bme bitter ; ^othersmeet ^ 
^'hembothtmid^way, aod call « them bttter fweet. 
But bere^S'thequefliontAvlU hfanaiwouid fee, .. 
<Why <fwect:to-biin, aod tbitter joato mt I 
Thou dfirtk'nuhcm»dfegs and ail, bat rothecs &id 
3}heir-trQubles XiMcet, -becaufe totbein rofia'd, f 

^odfimOify'd ; ^iUchdliFePCBaeik^bei^y^ . ^ 

By fuch apt fimilies as thcfe exprcft : i 

From fait and brac|€ifill^^eps'fu^D^es.rifc agd fly, 
*Which,t m^oxbuds condensed, obfc»r/? the sfcytJ 
Their property there alter'd, m few hpurjs, 
tThofe brackiib /uqaes fall down inplealaat fljiow'rs^ . 
Pr .as the dr^gs of wioe and i|^er, diftjU'd ' ^ 

By.Umbcc,. with ingrediients, dp cb yield 
A cordial virjucr, tho* the Jees wci-e bitter. 
Trora .whence. the icbyqaiftidid e^traflfpchn^or.^/ ., 

Then marvel not, that one cin'kifs that rod/ 
\Vblch makes aopfthg: u>,bi^J^G|UCthisAQdf - 
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^ g^ ypnr troubles rweeten^d, and ricfia'd, 
pr elfe they'll kaye bitter e^efts behiod. . 
Saints troubles are i cord, \tt dbwo by ioVe^ 
T6 p&lly Up tbeir hearts td thiflgs above. 

c tt A IP. XV. 

Thi yiiUs vMfiln their K^ufidi the LaritoldMs i 
Ifc aifo men and de^Hs tokb tn ch&ins. 

O 8 S fe R V A t 10 tf. 

IT i$ i ^<MideiriFcii worfe biF God, to liifiit aad botitad.fiich H 
raft add fiirioUs creature as the ifea, which^ accoi-diog to 
ihe judginebt or mady- leanked tBeo, is^igheir than the cartti ; 
wd that it hatli k ft&^iioa tc oirerl^ow It^ is fci^dcht both 
iirpm it^ D^tdre ah^ niotbo : wfeix it oot thsit the great Gtxl had 
laid his law apon it. /<ind this is a work whereio the Lord glo-^ 
Hes, and will be.ftdibiredv fbl. ctv. 91 " Th^o bah Tet a 
^ bodnd that they may dot pau oVer» that they toro not agaiat 
** to toVdr thi earth.** Which It Is deir they Wottld do, ^ere 
Hiey dot thas \\tsA\td\ 80 Job kxitfiii. 8, 10, it. " Who ' 
*< fliilt tt^ the ^ with doors; when it brake forth, As if it had 
^« HTued out <A the Womb i t br^e op for it tAy dtdreeci 
** pla^, and fetbars iiDd docta-s, iind faid. Hitherto (hAtt thou 
^^ cdmc, bbt m fbrthet^ aod here (ball Ihy )pift)lld' WstVeis be 
^ ftayfed.** 

A 1» ? L i G A T I H. 

And lib lets is the glorious power aod oiency of Ood difco^ered 
h bridling the ragift aAd fury of Sat^n and his Inftk^btiiettts, that 
they break not. in MpoQ the ioheritaoce of the L6rd» and dc^ftroy 
tr. '* Surely the ^rath of iftan (h^ll pnitfe thee, di&d the 1tmaio« 
* deSr of writh ihou (halt reftrain,** Pfal; IxXtrl 10. By which 
{t is ihOfe than hinted, that there is a world of rag^ and bailee 
\n iMe hearts 6f wicked neb, ilirhich fain Would, bbt catlnofe 
irent Itfelf* becaufe the Lc^d itdlrAios, or, as iii the Hebrew, 
prdf it Up. Satan is the envious one, and his rage h great a- : 
gainft the people of God, kevi xii. 12. But God hoMs him^ 
And all bis inftrdiiienrs, in a ch»n of providence ; and it is Well 
for God^s pebple that it is fo. . 

They af^e timiusd as the (ea» aiid <b the Lolrd la a protidtotjal 
^ay fpeaks to thebi, '* Hitherto (hall ye come, and no further/* 
aiometimes he ties theib Up fo fhott, that they cannot touch his 
i^dpte, thdOgh they hdVe the greateft Opporttmirtes and advan- 
tages. Rfal. ct. 12, 13, 14, 15. " When cbey were font a few 
. Vot.Vl. a tk . 
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•* men la nomber ; yea, very few, aod ftraogers io it; ivfiea 
^ they went from one oaMoo to aDocber, from one kingdom to 
*' aoorher people, he fuffered do man to do them wrong ; yea, 
<V he reproved kings for their &kes, fafyrng, touch not mine 7^ 
*< Dointcd, and do my prophets no harm." And* Ibmetimes he 
permits them to- touch and'troiible his people, but thenfets 
bounds 2^ limits to thei|i» beyond vchith tbey muft not pafs, 
That is a pregnant.iext to thi^ purpoCb, Rev. ii. lo. ** BehoJd 
*' the deviKbaii cafl (ome of you into prifen, that ye may be 
^ tried^ and yc fiiaH have tribotation ten days." 

Here are four remarkable limitations upon Satan and his f- 
gents, in reference to the people of God : a limitation as to the 
Pirf&nt^ not all, bot feme ; sr limitation of the punt/bment, it 
|>riron, not a/ grave, not hell; a limitation npon them as to the 
0ndi for trial, not ruin; and laltly^ as to the dur^ion, not as 
long 33 they pleafe, but ten days. 

REFLECTION. 

P my fotil r what ip arrow and f^toeft* comfort and confda* 
tioiv niayeA, thon fuck from the breaft. of thi? truth, in tba 
darkeft day of trouble ? Thou le eft bow the flowing fea drivo 
to overwhelm, the ea^th. Who hasr arreflcd it in its ooorfe^ and 
ftopi its violeaee ? who has confined it to its place ? CertakljF 
nofiie other, but the Lord. When I fee it threaten the (hore 
with its proud, furious, .and infulting waves, I wonder it doth 
not fwaliow up aH : but bfx it no- l<K>ner touch the fands, 
whid) God hatfi mad^ its. bounds, byt it r-etires, and, as it were, 
with a kii^ of fubmiflion, refped» thofe limits which God hatb 
• fetit. 

Thn$ the fierceft element is leprefled by the feebleft things i 
tbou, fceA.aUp how full of wrath and furj wicked men are^ 
hpw they rage like the. troiibled fea, and threaten to overwhelm 

* thee» 4md ^1 the; Lord^'s inheritance : and then the floods of 
nngodjy, men i^ake thee afraid ; yet are they re(\ratoed by an 
iqvifible, gracious ha|id» that they cannot execute their purpofct 
nor perform their enterprize. How full of devils, and devilised 
me^n, is this lower world ^ Yet. in the midft of them alt, baft 
thou hi vher*to been preferved. O ! my Ibul, admire add adore 
4>3t gloriQifs^Ppwer of Gpd» by which thou art kept nnto iaU 
vation. Is not the pfefervation of a faint in the midlk of fuck 
hods of enemies, a$ great,a xniracle, though not fofenfible, a^ 
the prefervation of tbofe; three npble Jews» in the midft of the 

* Sec the Turk's letur %q the emperor of Germany* hu^y paUift*^ 

ed by authcirity. 



^Sof T«r^9e», or J>tn\ek in the, det of WfwL ^ihet^ i$.a« 

jh*oog a propeofion io Satan, and wicked beo, tQ.<}tftroy> tb<s. 

faints, as in the firte to bl^rn, ot a ^oii .£cx (fetroor. 01 theo, let 

Kc dieaifiitly addrcf$ my fell )o the faithfial difdiar^e of my 

doty, acid ftaod oo looker io a flavlfh Je^r of creating . whit. 

ctn have no powor agaiaft aae> bqt wbai is ^eo tfaem /j-opi a-- 

boffei John ju«. it. And oo ttore &aU he gi^iren tkaa flifkU« 

tttro to tite glory of God» flat. Ix&yi. to. aoi ;he advaott^ 

'pf mjir f«ttl, *.(». i?iii. 2^-^ ' 

The POEM.. 

"T^IS world's a foreft/ t^rhere, from dajr to day, • . 

**- B^, wqlv.es« aodiii3Q$, raog^^d fi^kriti^p^^^^ f 

Amift them all poor harmlers Umbs a^c fed^ 

An4 hf their very defts ia fafoty ltjd« v . 

They Hiar QpoQ nsv bat ait bdd ^11 dhaisi ; , 

^or (heiphcrd is their lumper, he «iaiQtaitis 

Qor lot. Why tbe^i flioufld we fo tremUiog ft^fld ? . ... .. 

We meet tbcBiy troe, biKki (heirkecperyhaadk.: . > 

^ He- :that^Q^fagtfig:&as fiicb bouads hath fut, 

The moath of rav'ooils beafi$ can alio Q^ut, . » 

$lei^fio thei woods, jfooiis^v^ ^onrfdv^ rcpdfe 

V^Q hit cat^t iA^bofe cy^ do4)ever dofi^. 

If nQbelicf ia f^M •ion'i lote jtheir «baio» 
' Fear iH>t thm. <Wiiggitag» that's but all ift vaia. 

If God eao check thfe wasras bf fmailea ia4d> 

A iwtned thread oiay Md tbefe io his hand. 

Sbttn fiD, keep cloft^ to Chrift ^ for other e?ils . . 

SToQ seed not fear,. |bo' cooipds'd round with devils. 

C H A P. XVL : 

Tq fid wlfhotit a compdfi t.<iiur'cUttt g» : 
Our coUrfe nHtiout ihe *tv^d is eveh fi* 

.OBSERVATION. \ .. V 
jT^F bow fK^t trfc mi oceejE^^is^thf compafs to feamen J 
\^ though they can coaft a little way by the (horc^ yet they 
dm-c Jibt venkore far idta the ocs^ait without it ; it is their goide, 
and direfla aod (hapes their cottxfe f^r them : and if by the 
violence of wind and weather they aris driven befide their dap 
tboarfe,. yet hj the hdp <rf this they are r^d^ced, and brought 
to figjhta again. It is wonderful to confider, hgw, by the help 
«f this gii^> they can run in a direft line many hundref! 
iwgacs, and at laft fall right with the fmalkft ifland ; which 

N 8 31 •' ,. 
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if Itt Ae aeeni, cbmparatiycl]|r, boc as cbe bead of t faall ph| 
itppD a tai^. 

A P P l-l C A t I O N. 
What the eonpart, aod all ochier mathcmtfcal loftftnncii^ 
•re tt> the aavigator, chat, and niqch qpore» is die word of God 
to OS m par eoqrfe to heaves. This is oar coqtmla to ileec 
•or tourft by» and it is troif foi|ched ; he tk|t ordei» bis con- 
ifOfiactOQ by it, Ihail fafely amire to beaveo at laft. iJoL yL ^6. 

V As maoy as walk accordioc to thb t^le, pea^ be on thea^- 
.*< aod mercy.'* 

This word is as oeccflary tq os io oqr ^J to f lory, w | 
)aiDp or lanthoria is io a dark iiight, P(al. ckht* 105. that is a 
light fliiomg ill a daric place, till tbe day dawo, 1^ the -day^ 
fiar arife io oor .hearts, > Bet. i. 19. if ai»y tfiat profdb u^, 
know it, aod bjvo it as a role, sub b^Tcfi at iaft, let tbeiB not 
jplame (he word for mifgoidiog them, but: tbeir oWo D^g^ 
aod deoeitfol hesirti^, that (huffle m aod oot, aad (hape ooi their, 
coorfe and coovfiriat^ accordiog 10 its pretbriptipos. 

WHat blatoe cao yoo by bpoq the ooiiipais,^ if yon fi«er ao( 
fxaftljr by it i How otaoy are tberf, that oegle&iag this nsle, 
viU coaft it ip l^en by th^r c^wn reafoo i No woader Itidi 
fall fliprt, aod poiOi Io the w^y. This is a faichfol goide, aod 
lurhigs aU that foitow It to a UdTed epd ; '' Thou (bait goide 
** woe wit^ thycpunfel, aod afterwards receive me to ^<Mry,"* 
P&l. Ix^tii^ 24. The whole himdrcd aod oiocteei^ (£ib& is 
fpeot id coaasieiida^ of it^ traiifceoiient ^xcdiency aod o&- 
Moeis. Lother profefled that he pn^ed it io highly, fhot he 
woold not ^kefh^ whole world Io excbaogafor oiie t^f cS ^ 
iiay bo^ this rtile before yoo, aod walk^ accorately by it, an4 
yoo caooot be oot'of yoor'way to'fieavtn, PJaAii cxiip. 30^ 

V I hxve chofep^ the way of troth, (or the tfmt T^ay ;) i(hx 
«< jadgmeots have \ Uiji before a»e/' $00^ iodeed^ havf ^a- 
f d their detrafHog bUfphenoos OKMitfas agaioii i| ; a^ Joliao. 
ihat vile apoOat^, who feared iibt io«fa^. Aese was as gooc^ 

Stter in flidcUlides as in ^domoo, in todaros'a odes, Ss \^ 
vid's pfalfl;is. 
^ Aod'tbc papifts geoer^Hy flight ^t, i|iakto| it a laade, Hoper* 
feft rule ; yea, ouikiog ^.beiy <s^wo traditioos t^e loocbftooc d^- 
d6£farioes, aod foood^tioo t^ faith, ^ootaoos teOs «^^ tha^' 
:althodgh tjbe appAle would have feraiods add ftrvipe celebrated 
10 a known fodgoe, yet the chorch, ifor irci:y good cas^, hath 
otherwife orderedi it. ' Gilford callei it tk^ rndthisr of berefies. 
Igbo'ner's chaplain lodged it worthy to be borax as a flrapgf 
^p^nac. Tbey ki vf ibeif tevc^ucfis above it, aod iieqiieQax 
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fpflimftUkVAAzpon cbfiMnte zgzind Chrift*s mftitntioiis. ^vA 
fbus do they make it void, or, as the word •f«rMA««TK fignifieai^ 
Matth. XV. 6. Bolord it, aod lake away its aathortty as a role, 
Pot ihofe that have thos flighted It, and foUpwed the by ptaths 
iiatok which their corrupt hearts have led them, they talte nof 
b<rid of the p^s of life, and are Q^w ia the depths of bell. 
/^M oiher iiglitSy to which men pretend, in the negleA of this, 
are bi^t fdfe (ifcs, t))at wi)l lead men into the ^cs and boga of 
dd^oAiQii ^1 1^^^ 

Rl^FLECTIO N. 
• And if i^j^ word a compais, to direi^ piy conrie to glory I 
O where am } then like \o anive at lal>, that in all my coorfe 
bave oegleAed it, and fieered accoirding to the conniji of 
my own heart i Lord, I have pot made thy word the map 
c^ my foiiiirel, bot^confoUed with flelh and ^lood ; I )^fe not 
enqoired at this oracle, Bor ftudied it, and mad^ it the guide of 
|9iy way, bift walked after ^e fight of 'my eyes, and the liift 
of my heart. Whither, Lorfl | can I coaA at hft, hat to belt 
after this way of re^oning i §qme |iave flighted thy word 

J^refefledly, and I have flighted it praAicailjfr, 1 bav^ a poor 
bnl embirke<i for eternity, it is now floating on a dangerout 
ocean, rocks aod fands on every flde, and 1 go a-drirt before 
every wind of tempution, add know not ifb<ir^ I am. Ah, 
Lord ! convince pie of the danger of this oondttiqo. O con^ 
innce me of my ignorance in thy word, a|kd the filial ccmie* 
^ gnence and iiFiie thereof. J^ord, let mc now refolsr to ftudy, 
prize, and obey it ; bide it in my heart, that 1 may not fin a-^ 
sakift it. Open my underftanding, that I may underftand the 
fcriptorcs ; ^opc n my heart to entertain it in love. O thov that 
haft been fo gracioos to give a perfeA rule^ ^ve w alio a per* 
U^ heart to walk by that rule to glory I 
The POEM. 
. rTlHis world's a iea, wherein a nom'rous fleet 
X Of flups are under fail. Here you fllall meet 
Of evYy rate and fize ; fi^igates, galleoiis. 
The nimble ketches, and fmail pi^kerooos ; 
Some bound to this port ; ibme where winds and weather 
Will drive them, they arie bound they know not whither* 
Some fieer away for heaven, fome for bell ; 
.To which ibme fleer, themielvcs can hardly teA. 
The wtnds.do fliape thek conrfe, which tho' it Uow 
from any point, before it thf y muft go. 
They are direded by the wind and tidr, 
That have Qo^coopais tP dircA M 8^.^ * 
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For want of thit, tnoft ron tbcmfdvee tgfroiioJ^ 
Brave /hips are cafl away» poor ibuk are ^-owo'J. 
Thy word our comp afs \%^ to giBde our wHy 
To glory ; \i reduces fuch as ftray. 
Lord« let thy word dwell richly in my ^etrt. 
And make me skilful io Aoa hcaiveoly art : 
O Jet «ie uoderAaod, and be fi» wife, 
To koow upoo what pouit oiy counory lies : 
And having fct my coarfc direfily thither. 
Great God prefer ve me in the fouieft^e^tbtr* 
By reafoQ fome will coaft it ; but 1 fear. 
Such coailers ocver will drop anchor there. . 
Thy word is truly touched, and^Ul dhed^ 
A proper courle, which «y bafe heai« oegleif^s; 
Lord, touch ny iron heart, and make it ftapd 
l^oimiog to J^t^t itt loadftooe. To that laud 
Of reft abovc» let<v'ry temped drive 
My fQul» where it would^ralher be than live* 

CHAP. xvn. 

Look as the fea, by turns^, doth M and flow s - 
So their ifftates^ that ufe it, come and go. 
» fi E R V A T I O N. 

Tn £ fea hath its alternate c6»rfe and jnotton, ka ebbi«gi 
and Sowings ; no foooer is k h'^ water, bat it hegios 19 
<^ agcVm, 9i%A leave the (iKke naktd and dry, which bot a Ut<% 
fk before it covered and overflowe d« And at its tides, fo alfii 
its waves are. the emblem of loconQaocy, BaA roliiog and tum^* 
Wing, this way and thatt never fixed aAd<)iMet. JnfiahiHsumiut 
At ^ckk as a ivave, is oofl»aioB, to a proverb. See Jam. i. d. 
V lie that wavereth is like k wave of tbe iea» driven wkh the 
** wind, and lofled." . So Ifa. Mu 20. •' It cannot reft." 
APPLICATION. 
Thus mi»ud>le and inconftant are sdl outward things, there is 
CO depending on them : nothing of aoy fabftance, or any foKd 
^onfi ftence in them, i Cor. vii. 31." The fafhion of this world 
*' pa({eth away/' it it an high pomtof folly to depend upon fodi 
vanities. Frov. tjuiu 5. " Why wilt thou fct (or, as it is in the 
^* Hebrew, caufe) thmc eyes to fly? upon that ^Mch is not > For 
^' riches certainly naake themfe]ves wings, and fty aWay, asati 
** eagle toM^ards heaven." In flying tons, fattb Augoftine, fbtf 
have» alas vix quidem p^Jferioat, fcarce a fparrow's wings; bat 
in flyiog from us, wings as an eagle. And thofe wings they a^e 
iald to make to theodelves, (t. a.) the caufs of its tnttfoortQe&il 
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ik irfttf ; the treatare is ftkojcded to^ canity by fin \ ibcy arte 
Areet flowers, but withered prefedtiy, Jam i. ro. •* A;^rheft>w- 
•* cp of the graft, fo (ball the rich man fade sway." 'fhe ouq » 
KKe the italic or grafs; his riches are tbe flower of the grafs ; Ms 
glory and outward beauty, the flalk, is fooa withered, bat tht^ 
flower much foooer. This ia either withered upon, or blowd 
efF f rom it, while the ftalk abides. Many a man oof Kves his 
eftatc and houQur, and ftasds ra the world as a bare dryAalk 
lo the field, whofe flower^ beauty, and bravery are gone : one 
puff of wind blows it away, oae diurKfh eafier^y Maft flirivers 
it up, I Pet. iv. 24. 

How mad a thiog ia it, then, for any man to be Efted tip iia 
pride, upon ftrch a rauity a» this is I to build fo lofty aud over- 
jettiog a roof upon fuch a feeble, tottertug fouedf^tion I We 
have feen meadows full of fuch corioirs ^>wers, mowu ddwft 
.aik! withered; men of great eftaies impoveriihed fuddenly ; 
and when, Kke a meadow that is mown they have begun ip 
recover tbcmfclves again, (as the phrafe is) the Lord hath fetkt 
^ grafboppers in the beginning of the (boofiog trp of the latter 
** growth," Amoe vii. 2. Juft as the jg^afhoppers, and oihet , 
creatures, devour the fecond tender hertmge, as fooa at the 
field begins to recover its Verdure ; fo men, after they havebee^t 
denuded and blafted by Providence, they begin, after a white, t^ 
flouri(h again ; but then comes fome new affliftioo, and blafls 
all. None have more frequent experience of this, than youthikt 
are merchants and feamen, wbofe eflates are floating ; and yet 
fbch as 6ave had tlie higheft fccurity in the eye of reafon, 
have, potwithftanding, experienced the vanity of theft thitrg?,; 
Henry IV. a potent prince, was redicced to ftieh a Itjw ebr^ 
thar he petitioned for a prebend*s place in thfc church of ' Spire; 
Gallimer, King 0/ the Vandals, was brought io law» that'be 
feat to his friend for a fpunge, a loaf of bread, and an harp t 
a fyunge to dry up bis tears, a loaf of bread to maintaifli hi^ 
life, and an harp to folace himfelf in hia mifery. The ftory of 
Beliifarius is very aflefiing : he was a' man faoious in his (ime» 
general of an army, yet having his eyes put out, and fltipped 
of all earthly comforts, was led about, cxfiog^ Datt oMurHi 
Metl^arie. Give one penny to poor Bellifirius. Inflances in 
hiftory of this kind are infinite. Men of the grcateft eftates 
and honoars, have neverthelefs become the very tudihria fortw- 
naf, asonefpeaks, the very fcorn of fortune. 

Yea, and not only wicked ftien, that have gotten their cftatet, 
by rapine and oppreflion, have lived joke them thus fcaitered 
by ^Providence : but fometimes godly mca have had theit aiia^es; 
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horn jvflly fbevcr acquired, thus fcattered by Pro^denct affix 
Vbocfcr bad ao eftate, better gotten, better botlobied, or bet* 
termaoaged, than Job? yet all was overthrown and fwepta- i 
way in a mooient ; thoogh iii ibercy to hiihi as the UToe de- ; 
iDooftrated. ^ 

Oh then ! what a Taoity is it to (et die heart and let oot die \ 
aiFedions on Ihem I yon can never <iepend too miicli npon God^ *' 
nor too Ktde upon the creatiire, i Tim. vi. 17. " Chaise theni - 
^< that are ridi in this World, t&at they be not bi|^-HiiiBdcd 
*' and trnft in Uncertain riches/* 

feEFLECtlON. 

Are aU earthly things thus tranfitory and vain i iTheil what 
a reproach and (hame is \t to nie, that the men of this world 
Ihonld be more indunrious and eager in the profecation of 
fnch vanities, than I am to enrich my foni with (olid and evcr^ 
Itifting treafnre ? O that ever a ienfnal luft ibonU be more o- 
.perarive in them than the love of God in me ! d my ibol, tiKHl 
doft not lay out thy ftrbngth and eameftne& for heaven, with 
any proportion to what they do jfbr the world. 1 have indeed 
higher motives, and a fnfcr reward than they: but asl have an 
IMlvantage above them herein, fo they have an advantage above 
me in the ftrength and entirenefs of the prindple by which 
they are a£ted» What they do for the world, they do it widi 
all their might ; they have no contrary prbdpic tooppofe them; 
their thoa^ts, ftrength, and affeftions, are enltrely carried in 
one channel ; bnt 1 find " a law in itiy members warring a* 
** gainft the law of my mind ;'* I mnft Artve thrbngh a thon- I 
fand dificdties and oootra(fiftions, to the difcharge of a dnty^ 
p my God ! fliall not my heart be more enlarged in zed, love^ 
and delight in thee, than theirs are after their Infts i let mc 
once find it fo. 

Again, is the creature fo vain and nnOable \ Then, why arc 
my affedioos fo hot and eager after it ? ' And why am I fo apt 
to doat upon its beauty, e^ecially when God is ftaining all its 
pride and glory I Jer. xlv. 5, 6. Surely it is unbecoming the 
fpirit of a Chriftian at any time, but at fnch a time we may fay 
of it, as Hufhai of Ahithophers oonnfeli *^ It is not good at 
" this time." 

O that my fpirit were raifed above them, and my tolit^ier&tion 
more in heaven ! ^O that like that angel. Rev. x. i^ 2. which 
came down from heaven, and fet one foot upon the fea, and a- 
nother upon the earth, having a crown upon his head, ibl 
might fet one foot upon all the cares, fears, and terrors of tbe 
worldf and ancubcr upon 41 the tempting ^kodor and glory «f 
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* 1^ mmMj fneading ix>^ under foot in the <!l«ft, tod emwoiog 
^mytdi with ootbmg bat Spiritual exoellcedcs tad glory ! 
The P O E M. 

JUige in thy&lf, O ChrlftUn ! is it meet 
To r<^ thy heart on what beaftsfet their feet? 

' ris no hyperbole^ if yon be cold, 
« Yon <Kg for drois, . wUh;anttockt made of gold. 
. AlHr^ioas are too cottiy to befiow 
.Upon the fair fac'd nothings here beiov» 

Thq eagle fcorris to faR down from- on high, ^ . - 

(The proverb faith) to eatch the iilly flic. ". - ■ 
. . And can a Chriftiao leave the lace of God, • 

T' embrace the enrih, or doat npon a ciod i 

-C^Mi earthly things thy keart fo ftraogely move,. » 

To tetnpt it down from i>he delights above; 

Ani now to court the worU at Inch a time 
•>Vhen <]rod is tayiog.')odgmei|t to the line ? - 

' ris juft like bloa 4hat doth his cabin (weep 

And tri(n» when all is. finking in the deep : 
. Or like the fiily b«^d, that to her neft 
«D3th carry Araws, and never is at. reft, 

T\JA it be feathcr'd well, bnc doth not fee 

The ax beneath, that's hewing^do^n the tree* v 

If on a>thor«' thy heart itfelf rcpofe 

,With. fnch deiight, what if it were Ja rofc ? 

'Admire, O feint, the wifdom of thy God, 

Who of the felf feme tree dath make a rod, . 

Xeft thou (honld iiirfeit on forbidd^^n 4riiit, 
. Aad live not like a faint, but like a brote. 

G H A P. XVIH. 

Like hungry lions, waves for finnefs gape : 
Leave then your ftns behind^ if you'tt ejcape* 

OBSERVATION. 

TH & wives of the fea are fometWnea raiied by God^^l cotnf- 
miffioa, to be exccutionera oi hia tbrtateniogs upon fin- 
Ders. When iooah ded from the piefence of the Lord to Tar- 
AnOii the ^xt feith^ ^ The Lord fent out a greiat wind into the 
^' fea> and tbec^ was a mighty tempeft* fo that the (hip was 
.. >• lilfie to be broken/' Jonah L 4. Thefe were^od's bailiffs, to 
dttveft the rnn away prophet. And Pfilm anlviii. %, The (lorm]r 
iwtods are faid x^ fit^i Us 'mrd : not only lus word of command, 
i Vipi„VL: ^ . - Oo . < 
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io rtfiog when God bidsthem, bar hte word of threatening dr 
fo* Aod hcDoe it is called a dejlroying lutnd^ Jer. li. 1. and « 
JtfHTW^ wind in Gdife fury^ Ezek. xiii. 13. 

APPLICATION. 

If thefe be the executioners of God^s threatcaiogs, bow fs^d 
thro is their condition that put forth to fea vnder the guilt of 
all their fins ? O, if God fnoold co«iifBtlfiooai6 the wiads to gd I 
after and arreft thee for all thou bwell hsm, where art then then f 
How dare you pnt forth under the powtr of a diviae threat, 
before all be cleared betwixt God and thee f Sins tn fcripture 
are called debts^ Matth. vL 12. They arc debts .to God ;. not 
that we owe them to him, or ought to' (fO» but metmymicaify^ 
becaufe they render the fiancr obnoxious to God^s judgmeofs, 
even as pecuniary debts oblige bin» that hath not wherewith to 
fvf^ to- infSsr puniQiment. All finaers mnft undergo the carfe, 
cither in tlteir own peribo^ according ta the exprefs letter of 
the law. Gen. ii. 17. Gal*, iii. itf. or then' furerjr» according ta 
(he tacit intent of the kiw» manifeAed to be the mind of the 
tawfgiver, Gen. iii^. 15. Gal. iur 13, ^4. 

Now he that by Adth h^th intcrdl in this ftirety> hath his dif- 
charge, his quietus ejt^ fcaled in the blood of Chrift ; all proceft 
it law, or from the law, h ftopf, Rom. viii. 1 . Bat if thoo be 
aa impenitent, perfilling Ikkier, thy debt reatiams upon thine 
own fcore, <* And be fare thy fin will find thee out, wherever 
** thou goeff/' Nomb. xxxii. ^3* (f. e.') God's revebgtng hand 
for fin will be upon thee : Thou nuiyeft lofe^ the fight and aie- 
mory of thy fins^ but they lofe ntMf the fight of thee \ they fol- 
low after, as the hoaad doth the Meeting game epoa the feenc, 
till they have fetched thee api And then confider, '< Bowfeair- 
** fiil a thing it is to fall into the hands of the living God,*^ 
Heb. X. 3 1. How foos ftiay sf ftorm afreft, and briag. thee be*' 
fore the bar of God? 

REFLECTION. 

O my font, what a cafe art thou itf, if this be fo ? Are net 
all thy (\t% yet upoti thine own (core \ Haft not thou made 
l^htof Chrift, and that predoas blood of his, and hitherto 
|»erlifted in Aiy rebellion agaiaft him ? And what cair the iflue 
.of this be at bft, bot ruin \ There is abundant mercy indeed 
forretntning finqers; but the goTpel ^ks of iKioe for per- 
iiftiog and hnpenitent finners* And thoogh many who are going 
cm in their Gqs are overtaken by grace, jet there is 00 grace 
proffiifed to fach as go on in fin. O ! tf God (hoald arfeft me . 
by the next ftorm, and call me to av aXxotror far i^f that I owe 
him, I mail cbcQ lie i^ the pr4foa of heft XQ^Vk etecaity }. far i 
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.can never pay the debt ; nay, all the angels in heayea canooc 

fatisFy for it. Being chrifliels, { am under ail the caries in thji 

book of God ; a child of Hagar. Lord pity and fpare me ai 

little longer ! O difeover thy Chrift unto |ne, and give me faith' 

io his blood, and then thoti art fuily fatisfied at once, and I 

4ifcharged for ever. O require tiot the debt at my hand, for 

then thon wilt never Wfatisfied, nor I acgnitted.. What pro* 

Jit, Lord, is there in my blood •! O my foul, make hafle to thii(^ 

Chrift, thy refuge city ; thou knoweft not howfoon the ayen^^ 

ger of blood may overtake thee. . 

The P O £ M. 

npHY fins are debts. <5od puts them to account; 
-r Canfi tell, poor wretch, to what thy debts amount f 

Thon fiirft the treafiue of thy fias each iboih:. 

Into his vials God doth alfb pour 

Proportionable wrath ^ Thou feeft it aot ; , 

But yet alTure thyftlf, there's drop for itap. 

For every land of patience running out, 

A drop of wrath runs tn« Soul, look abonf! 

God*s treafure'salmoft full, as well as thine ; 

When both are full, O then the dreadful time^ 
' Of reck'ning comes ; thou (halt not gain a Jay 

Of patience more, hue then rbepe haftes away 

Heaven's pqtfevant^ who comts upon the wing 

With bis commiffioo ieai'd, to take and brhig. 

Do'ft ftiH rejea Chrift's teftders ? Well, ntxt llora 

May be the bailiff order'd to perform 

This dreadful 6&e. O then reOleft be. 

Till God in Chrift be rcconcil'd to thee. 
' The fum is great, but if a€hr|ft thou get, 

Fear not, a prince can pay a beggar's debt. 
. Mow if the ftorm (hould rife, ttou need not fear; 

Thou art, but the delinquent is not there. 

A pardoned foul to fea may boldly go : 

lie fears not baili% that doth notlhmg owe* 

CHAP. XIX. 

To faye the Jhip^ rich lading'i cajl away 
, Thy find if flUpvfreck'd if thy tufts do ftay. 

JN Worms and ditoeffes at fea, the richcft commodities are call 
overboard; they Aaod not upon it, when life aod all is 
;ui jeopardy 9od hazard, Jonah l 5. TIk maiibiecs caft tocUi 

* 
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the wares that were in the (hip ioto the fea, to Tightea-it^ 'A»<i^ 
AAsxxvii. lis, 19. they call cot the very tacklmgs of d^t 
fiiip.. How highly Ibevpr oiea pri^^e fuch commodicies, yet 
rsafoQ tells thcoiy it were better thcfe (bould pcrifh, than Uf?, 
Satao himlelf could iay. Job. i. " Skio for sktit^ ai;id aJl that a 
•' man hath will he give for bis life/' 

APPLICATION, 

And furely^ it is every way as highly rcatbnable, that meo 
(hould mortify* cafl ont, and cat off their 4earefl lufls, ratkr 
than their immort J fouls (houid fink and periih ta the (tons of 
God*s wrath. Life, indeed^ i$ a precibos treafure, and highly 
valued by men : You know what Solooibn iairh, ficclef. iK« 4. 
That ** a living dog is better than a dead lion/' And we fia^ 
men willing to part with their eflat^s^ Hmb&, or any outward 
comfort for the preiervatiqn of it.. The woman in, the goipel 
fpent all (he had on the phyfidans for her healUi/ a degree bc^ 
low life. Some men indeed do much overvaiue. thtir liTes. 
and part with Chriil and pe^ce of coniciancc for it ; but.be that 
thus faves it, fhall lofe it. Now if life b9 fo mnch worth, . 
what then is the foul wotth ? Alas 1 life is bnt a ** vapoar, 
*^ which appeareth for a little wbUe» and then vantAietb away/* 
Jam. iv. 14. . . „ « ' 

Life indeed is more worth than all the world, bnt my fonl< 
}s more worth than ten tbouiaod lives. . Nature teacbeth yoti 
to value the firft fb*highy and .grace (bouid teach you to yaloi: 
the lecond much higher » Matth. xix.. 26. Now here is the 
cafe : Either you lauft part with your fins» or witb your ibuis;. 
if thefe be not cafl out» both muQ ftak togathen '' If ye live 
*' after the flefh, ye muft die," Rom. viii. i:^. God faith t« 
you in this cafe, as to Ahab. when hefpared Beobadad, 1 Kings 
)CK. 42. *' Pecauie thou haft let go a man, whom God hath ap-. 
•* pointed to deftruftton, . therefore thy life (hail go for bis 
^' life." Guitt will raife a f\prm of wrad), as jODahdid, if 
liot cafl out. 

R E F L E C T ION. 

And mutt fm or the foul perifti ? Muft my Kfc, Jrca, njy e- 
ternal life go for it, if I i'pare it ? O thea let me not be CKiel to 
mine own (onl, in fparing my fm ; O my (oal, this fooliih pityi 
^nd cruel indulgence will be thy ruin : If I Tpar c it, God hat^ 
faid, f* He wilPnot fpare ttie," Diut. XHvi. 20. It is true, th? 
I^tris of mortification are (harp, but yetltiseafier than cN? 
pains of bell. To cut off a right haiid, or pludi out a/tg^t 
^ye, is hard ; but to have my Ibul cut off eternally from G^|. 
\% twdcr, ' is U ^5 car^ (Q ];njr Ipul ! j to burn for ihcm in Ml. 
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as to mortify them od earth ? Surely» it is *< profitable for me, 
** that one member peri^, rather thao that all be caft ima' 
** hell/' Matth. v. 24. i fee the merchaai wiUiDg to part with' 
rich Kvares, H embarked with them io a (Icim : Md thoie ifaar 
have ffaogiFeaed leg$ or aroiB^ wiiliogly Xlrctcb them out to he 
Oil oSf to preferve life : Aod (ball 1 be wilting to codore to 
difficulties for my foul I CbriA reckoned fools worth his blood i 
Jiad is it opt worth my felf -Kieiiial ? Lord, let me oot warm t 
(hake 10 my* bolom^ that will at laft fling me to tho heart. 
The POEM, 

TH Y foul's the ifaip, its ladiog is its lufls, 
Qod'3^ jadgmienti, flormy wiqds, aod dadgVous gvfls ^ ; ' 
Coofcieoce the mafler ; but the flubborn will 
Goes /upra cargo, and doth keep the bill : 
Jif^tdkft^i are the men. The wtods doth riie» * 
The florm soereafes : Confcieoce gives advice -^ , i 

To throw thofe lufls o'erboard» and fo to eaie 
The vcflcl^ which elfe cannot keep the ieas.- 
The will oppoieSf «nd tb' afie^tioos (ay» 
The maflefs cooniel thef will not obey. 
The caie \% dangerous, that no man can donbt» 
"Who.lees the florm withiof and that withotit.^ 7 

X^uAsaqd afFcftions cannot part^ «o» rather, \ 

They are rciblv'd to fwim or fink together. 
Confdeoce dill (Wives, but they cannot abide 
That it, orreafon, (honld the caie decide. 
Loflr knows that reaibo, in like cafes, AiU . 
Petermines well : Then chuie ye whom ye wHl. 
Sbail's make the devil judge ? This cafe has been • 
Before him, and he judg'd^ that skin for skin, ' 

Aod ail tnea have* chey'iLpar>with for their life. ^ > 
Then how unreafonablj; is this flrife ? 
They that their «£os da with their pcrfoos ihipi ^ 
Po for thek iouls prepare a dreadful whip. - 1 

C H A P. XX. 

Chrijf, ivitb a whrd^ cdn furjging waves appeafe } 
His voice a troubled Joui can qhiickfy eafe. 

. O B S E R V A T 1 O N.- 
^HEN the &a works, and is tempeOuous, itisn6cinthtf 
powerrof any creature to appeal it; When- the- Egyp' 
Isaiis' would by their hieroglyphics cxprefs an impoffib^ity, 
fl^ey did ii bf |hc {oAoreof asaasi xrtflfding upoa tbewa/vc' 
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It is ftoried of Caaote, ao antieot Daotfh king, that vAicn 4 
nghty ftorm of flattery arofe apoa him, he appeafed it by 
(hewing that be ooiiU oot appeafe the fea : But one of bis goof- 
tiers told hioi, as he rode Bear the fea-fide, ' That he was Lord 
^ of Che fea, as weU ay laod/ ' Well, (ifatd the kiog) we (ball fee 
^ tlut by and by ;' and ib went to tiie water fi£, and with a 
lood voice crie4 ' O ye feas and wasres, come no further, toech 
< oot my feet/ But the fea came np, botwitfaftanding that 
dsarge, and coafnted the flattery. Bat now Jefns Chrift hath 
comhund of them indeed : It is faid of him, Mattb. Tiii. 26. 
Thai ke 0^ehikid Aem. And Mark iv. j^i. He <}niets tbe^i 
«4th a word, PiMC$i he JliUg as one would ba(h a child, and 
il obeyed him. 

APPLICATION. 

Cooioence^ when awakened by rtie terrors of Hie Lord, is 
like a rapng tempeftwMis fea ; fo it works, fo it roars ; and it 
is not in the power of all creatures to bofli or quiet it. Spi- 
ritnai terrors, as well as fpirito^l confolations, are not known 
tiH felt. O when the arrows of the Almighty are (hot into the 
fpirif, and the terrors of God fet tfaemfelves in array againfi the 
ibnl ; when die itMm of thofe arrowy drink up the fpirits, and 
tkofe armies of terrors charge violently and focceffively upon it, 
as Job vi. 4. What creature then is able to Aand before thpm ! 
Even God's own dear cbildren have felt fnch terrors, as have 
SfraEUdthem, Pfal. kxxi. I5« Confcience is the feat of guilt; 
it is like a burning glafs, Jo-it contrads the beams dF the 
threatnings, twiftsthem together, and refleds them on the foul, 
tintil it fmoke, foorch, and flame, if the wrath of a king b^ 
like the roaring of a lino, then what is the Almighty's wrath ! 
nrhich is bummg wrath^ Job xtx. 1 1. Tearing wrath, Plal. 
h 22. Swfrizittg VfraJfb, Job xx^ 23. And abiding turathg 
Job iii. 36. 

In this cafe no /creature can relieiie ; all are phyfidans of no 
value ; fome under thefe terrors have thought hell more tole* 
rabie, and by a violent hand have thruft themfeives out of the 
world faito it, to avoid thefe fuawings : Tet Jefus Chrift can 
quickly calm tfiefe myAical waves aifo, and hufh them with a 
word ; yea, he is the Phyfician, and no other. It is the fprink- 
ling of his blood, which, like a cooling fomentation, allays 
thde heats within : That blood of fprinkiing fpeaks peace, 
when all odiers have praAifed upon the foul to no pnrpofe ; ,anff 
the re^foQ is, becaufe he is a Perfon in whom God and mau, 
jtt(tice4UKi mercy, meet, and kifs each other, £ph. iL 14, Aq4' 
hence fiutb fetdies In pe^Gc so the fooli .Rom. v. |. 
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Caa toftkc appeafe a trodbled coofcieDce, but Chrift ? Then 
fearn, O iDy fool, Co ooderfiaod, aod daily, more and iiior^» 
to favour that giorioos Qame, even Jefas, that delivers not only 
from the wrath to come, but that w hkb is fek here dlb. O, 
if the foretafte of hcU be fo intolerable, if a few diop$, let fall 
OQ the cooicicDce in this life, be fo fcaldiog and io(iiftrable» 
what is it to have all the vfals poured eat to eternity, when 
thtfre (hall be nothing to divert, mitigate, or allay it ? 
' Here men have Ibmewhat to abate thofe terrors, fome hopes 
of mercy, at leaft a poflibility ; but there is nose. O my foul f 
how art thou loaded with guik I and wh2t:% Alagormiffa&ik 
wonldft thou be^ (hould God roufe that ikepy lion in thy bo- 
fom ! My concfitioo is not at all the better, becaule my con- 
icience is quiet; Ah, the day is cooi^, when it muft awalce, 
and will lighten and thnncfer tehibly wiiliin me, if I get not 
into Cbrin the fooner. O Lord, who knows the power of thy 
wrath ? O let me not carry this guilt out of tbe world with tte, 
.to maintain thofe everlaiHsg flames ; let me ^ve no fieep to 
iBioe eyes, oor ftnmber to my eye-lids, till I feel- die oomforf 
of that Uood of fprinkliag, which alone fpeaketb peace. 
The P O E M. 
A Mong the dreadful works of God, I find 
Jl\^o metafbors to pamt a troubled mind« 
I tbnk on th*^ sow that, aod yet will neither 
Come folly «p, though all be put together* 
,'Tis like the raging fea that csAs iqp mife. 
Or like to Aetna, breathing fmoke and fire; , 
Or like a k-otifed lion, fierce and fell ; 
Or like thofe furies th^t do howl in helL 
O conlcience ! who can iland before thy powfer^ 
, Endure thy gripes, and twiages but an hour i 
•Stone, gout, Arappado, laclcs, whatever is 
Dreadful to fenie, i$ but a toy to this. 
No pleafores, riches, honours, friends can tett 
How to pive eafe.: In this 'tis like to hell. 
Call far the pleafant timbrel, lute and harp % 
Alas ! ^the taufic howls, the pain*s too (harp 
For thcfc to ch»rtD, (tivert, or lull afleep : 
Thefe cannot reach it, no, the wound's too ^ep. 
Let all the promifes before it fland^ 
ilnd iet a Bgrnahas at it's right baud i 
Thefe in themfelves no comfort can aflbrd, 
:*Tis Chirift, and fione but Chrtft^ on ^eak tbe word; 
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And he no (booer fpeaks, but all is (till, 
r The Oorm is over, and the miiid tratiqaiL .. 

There goes a poM^r, with bis majeftk voice. 

To hti(h the dreadful ilorm, and ftUl its •oifi»» 

Who wottld hot fear and love this gloriotts Lord» 
: That cao rebuke iudi tempcfts with a word I 

CHAP. XXI. 

Our foai out tf the fta God doth c&mm&nif 
Tet few therein take notice of his hand. 

OBSERVATION. 

THE provideiKe of God In furaiifaiog us with (bch ptepty 
and variety of fi(h, is aot fligbUy to be paft over. - .We 
have aoc odj feyerai forts of fi(h io our oMm (ca$, wMch are 
•cnigbt iQ then- feafotM ; but frooi feverajl parcsi, efpmally the 
wc&ra ports of Eaglaud/ many fail of (hips are &at yearly ta 
,%he Aflserkaa parts of the world ; as Newfouadland, New- 
'£aglafid» tbc* Whence every year is brought home, not ooKy 
scoQUgh to fupply our own nation, but many thoufand pounds 
worth.alR) yoriy returned from Sp^, »id ^ther couBtriea ; bf 
which trade many thoafand families do fubflft. 
APPLICATION. 

But now, what returiis do we make to heaven for tbele ma* 
cies ? O what Df>tice is taken of the good hand of Providence, 
which thas fupplie^ and feeds us with the.blcffings of the fea^ 
I fear there are but few that own, or afl in fubmifSoo to it, 
and are careful to ^turn, according to r^eived benefit. . Afen 
do not confider, *' That their works are in the han^of God," 
Eccl. ix. I. And even thofe that have the moft immediate depen- 
dence upon Proyidence, as merchants and leameo, yet are verv 
prone to undertake defigas in the confidence of their own wii- 
dom and induftry ; iiot locking higher for the bkiTiog, Jam.;iv« 
1 3. They often ** facrifice to.thcir own net, and burn inceiik 
^\ to their drag, becaufe by tbei^ their portion is f;^, and .their 
" meat plenteous/* Hab. u 16. viz. They: attribute what is 
due to God unto the creature : now this is a. fin highly provok- 
ing to the Lord ; /or look in what degree the heart dean^ea to 
the fecond caufe, in the (aiae degree it departs from the living 
God, Jer. x.^<j* 

And how do yon think rhe blefled God wt}l take it, to Ut 
himlelf thus debafed, and the creature thus exalted into bis 
place ; to fee you carry yourfeivcs to the creature as 10 a God, 
and to \\^ bkflfcd God us to a crgaturt. Sfireiy, .itia a grist 



and common e^il) and iuch as^ will blaft alU i£ ttoe thndjr dif* 
covered and lamenlc4. If wcmake flcffii our arm^ k £s jitft 
with God to witjber zoA dry up the arm. Do we not, my 
brethren, look upon fecOnd caufes, kis'if tiiey had the main 
ftroke in our )>iifine6 ? And with anegle^ite eye pafs by God» 
as if he came in but caUaCerally, and on the hye> idto it ? But,, 
certainly, all endeavours wilt be unianffified, if notfuccefile&f 
in which God is not eyed and engaged* 

<< It is in vain foe you to rife up early, and fit up late, and 
*.< eat the bread of foirows 5 forib he giveth his beloved flccp,** 
Pialm cxxvii. a. (i. e.J It is to no purpofe for men to beat 
their brains, trreifaeir fpirits, and iwk their cOnfciences for an 
eftate. The true way of acquiring and enjoying the creature, 
is, by fubmitting quieUy ta the will of God, in a prudent and 
diligent, yet moderate ufe of lawful means : Nothing can 
thrive widi Us till then. 

R E FL E CTI ON. 

Why then fliould 1 ditquiet myfelf in vain ; and rob my* 
ielf of my peace* by thefe unbelieving cares and diftra£tioris ? 
O this hath been my fm ! I have aded, as if my condition had 
.been at my own ^fpofe ; . I have eyed creatures and means too 
^uch, and God top little. How have my hands hanged down 
svith difcpurageinent, when fecond caufes hate dif^i^^ieared, or 
wrought crois to my defigns in the world, ready to transfer the 
fault on this thing, pr that ! And again, how apt am I to be 
vainly lifted nip in carnal confidence, when I fee myfelf com- 
petently '6irhi<hed With creature munition and provi'fion ? Oh^ 
what a God-provoking wickednefi is this ! How oft hatit pro* 
vidence diecked my carnal prefumption, and dafhed many 
hopeful proje^s ? Yet have I not owned "it, iasi ought, and 
fabmitted to it. Oh, it is a wonder this hath not clofed the hand 
4)f providence againft me, and pulled down a curfe upon all 1 
Ah Lord, let me now learn ** to acquaint myfelf with thee, 
« then ihaU I decree a thing, and it (hail be eftablifhed,'' Job 
-xxiu 28* 

The P O E M. 

If N all the gifts of God we (hould advance , 
-J His glorious name ; not fay, it came hj cliancc.: 
Or to the idol of our prudence pay i* 

The tribute of our praife, and go pur way* ^ 

The waves do clap their handis, ^and in their kind 
Acknowledge Gods and what, are they more blind 
VoivYI. ?J? 
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Thai^ float npoti tkem i Yea, for what tfaey.get 

They offer facrificeft to their net. 

This, is your manner^, thus to work yoa go : . 

Coiifefe the nAei truth ;. is't not fo ? 

This net 'was wifidy caft* 'ti» full, 'tis full r 

welt done mates,, this is a pliant pulk 
Thti^ what is due to God^ you do apply 
Unto yourfelves moft iacrilegiiouflyv 

1 cannot womler fiich come empty homey 
ThalarefofoUoffeif andfmr Yetfooic 
I hope look higher, and on God refle& 
Oue^raife. AUeffingfudinaay wcUexpeS^.' ^ , . 

G H A P XXB. " ' 

mUji thou by ant tht ftUy ffl> d(>/UuU, 
Perchance the deviVs hook ^ieks in thy gilL "^ 

OB S E R V A Tip N.. 

THERE is &ill in fiihing •,. they diat go to/ea in a fifliitijr 
voyage,^ wfe to go provided with their eraft (as tftey ver^ 
fitly call ic) without which they can do nothing. Tliey have 
theif KneS) hooks of feveral fizes, a^d dieir-batt.^ They care« 
fully ohfervc theit feafons ; w&ea tbb fi& fall i% .tken^ they piy 
theii? bufinels day apd* ncghc; ., ' , 

AP P£f C ATI ON. * 

But how much more fltiliul and ind^fl^ious is iilatan to en: 
faare and deflroy fouls i The devil makes a voyage as well as 
you ; he hath his baits foryou^ as, you h^e for the fifli: He 
hath his devices and wiles to catch fouls, 2 Cor. ii. *i.* Ephef. 
vi. t u He is a ferpeiit, an oldferpent, Rev^ xiiv9. Too craf- 
ty for man lii his pcrfeciion, much more in his ^dlapfed and 
degenerated ftate, his underftanding being cracked by the fall, 
and all his faculties poifonedy and perverted. 

Divines obferve four fteps, or degrees pf Satan's tempting 
power: 

Firfi^ He can find out the conftitution-evils pf menj he 
kno>vs to what fin their natures are tnoit efpccially prone> and 
inclinable. .' 

Secondly f He can propound fuitable objcais to thofelufts, he 
can exaftly and fully hit every man's humour ; ;^s Agrippina 
mixed her poifon in that meat her hufband loved heft. 

Thirdi/i He can iajcd and cafl motions into the wiuA^ tier 



^ofe with thoie tempting obje^ ; as it k) £nd (cS JodUf Jolm 
. aiii. 2. /* The devil ^t it into bis heart." 

Fourthly f He can fotticit^ inritatc» and proToke^e beait* 
.and by tbofe^ntiuual reftlefe ipUkitations ^irieary it) and here* 
by he often draws ,nien to. cadimk fuch things as .ftsurtled them' 
• in the firftjnotiojpu 

All thi^iie can do, if he finds the work fticks, and meets 
with rubs' and difficulties ; yet dpth be not aA to the utmoil of 
hisikill and power, at all tinvea, aad«rithallperfons; neither 
indeed need he do f^^ the very propounding of an x>bJQ£^ is e^ 
•nou^ to fom6, widiout any fiiitber Jbllicitatton ) the devil 
jnakes an eaiy cociqueftof thenu . 

> And, befide all this, his {)olicy «nuch 'appears in the eIe£lion 
of pla<%, time, and inftruments to tempt by : And thus are 
poor foiils caught, <<9S&ihes ihianevil net, Ecclef. ix. I2« 
The carnal onan is led by fi^fe, as.ibe \ksAi and Satan handles 
and fits him accordingly. He ufistb all forts of motives, not on* 
ly internal andinteUe&ive^ but eiictemal and fenfittve aifir; ^ 
the fparkling of the wine, when it givesits colour in the glafsi 
the harlot's beauty, wiiofe eye-lids are fiiares, biding adways 
the hookf and cenfieaKtig ^ ifiiie ixah diem. He promifes 
tthem gain and profit, pleafere and delight, and all that is 
> tempting, with afiuraoce of fecr^efyiBy thdehe fattens the fa- 
tal hook in tbeir jaws, and thus xhey are led eaptivie by bim ^ 
his will. 

REFLECTION.' 
And is Satan fofubtil and induftrious to endce fouls to fin ? 
Doth he thus caft out his golden baitt, and allure fouls mA 
^leafure to their ruin ? Then how^loth it beho«re thee, Omy 
foul, to be jealous and ^ary ! how UnGt a guard fluMild J fee 
upon every feafei Ah^ let me not fo mtich regard how fin 
comes towards 9ie in the tempcatiotn^ as how it goes ofi^ at laft. 
The day in which Sodom «a8 deftroyed, began with a pleafant 
fun-ihine, but ended in fire andbrimftone. . I maypromife my« 
felf much content, in the fatisfa£lion of my luils : But O how 
certainly will it end in my ruin ? Ahab doubtlefs promifed 
himfelf much content in the vineyard of Kaboth, but his blood 
paid for it in the portion of Jezreel. The harlot's bed was 
perfumed, to entice the fimple yoi^ng man, Prov. vii. 17* 
But tbofe chambers of delight proved the chambers of death, 
and her houfe the way to hell. Ah ! with what a fmiling face 
doth fin come on towards me in its temptations ? how doth- it 
:f9^kle the carnal fancy, and pleaie the deemed heart ? Bitt 
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<«rhac 9 <{m^l cataftropheasd ^pfhot hath it ? Tht 4eltgk|: 
is quickly gone ; but the guilt thereof rdmain$ to am^ze an4 
terrify the foul wkfa ^aftly fenm/ and dreadful reprefentati- 
Ofis ot the wrath of God. A» fin hath its delists attending it Xb. 
enter andfaften tt,foitbatfa itt horrors aiid ftings to torment 
9nd wound : And as certainty as I fee thefe go before it xtk 
m^keaway, fe certainly fiiall I find theficMMtow after, and 
tread upon its heds. No ^bonef i$ the confcience awakened, 
but all thofe deligbts.vanifli «s a< Jiightr^fion^ or a$ a dream 
^hen one awakes ; and then. I IbaH cry, liere is the hookf biit 
^here is the bait? Here is the guilt aiid horror, biit wfaeit 
iSie delight that I was promifed r And I, wfnther (hall I no# 
go? Ahf mydeceitftdiufbl you haye enticed and left iive if 
the midft of all miferies. 

The P O K Mr 
•TpHare'* fldtt in fifliing, that the devil knows ; 

J^ For ^ben for fools Satan a ftfiiing goesj^ . 
lie angles ctmmngly $ he knowai he muft 
Exaftly fit the bait unto theiuft, 
He ftudies conftituHon, jdace and time, - 
He guefles what is his delight, vhatihif»; 
And fo accordingly prepares*- the bait, - 
WhilftheWmCelf Kesclofdyhidi towA 
When thott wjlt nibbte at it. DoftinoKnc 
To drunken meetings f then he baits with vrinc 5 
Is this the way ?- If into this tie^l fmdi,' 
He*H ihortly pledge t «up of wrath in hclk 
^o pride or luft is thy rife nature Iw^ i 
An objcft ftti^ble he wiH prefent. 
'<) think on this I when you taft in the book, 
«ay, TKui for my poor fdul do* Satan lookl 
O i^ay iiot with «eniptatio(is» do not fwallow 
The fiigarM bait, confider what wiH follow. 
•If once he hitch thee, then away hedraw;« 
Thy captive foul^tefe pris'ner in hfepawi - 

c H-A p, xxm. 

Shth trading fatly mi myn^^s prove hid^ > 

if you canti0i djfcem the tdufiy *th fad, 

?• 

O B S B R V A T I © N. 

THE RE are many fe*c*)»ttplaints abroad (and, ItbhA, 
nd without caufe) Ihic «dc fails, nothing nunis to 
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ttewuBt* :^d.thougl» all countries are openrand fm Tor traf- 
fic, a g^ei^l peace with all ixadoos, yet tbei« feenaatabe^a 
deartkj afecretcurfe ^>on traditsg. You run JromcountEy to 
coumryi and come lo£e»rs.home^ Men can Jbardly render a^^a^^ 
- ibnof . k ^ few .hit the right caiiie of xhk judgment, . » 

APPLICATION, 
' .Tl^tpio^erity.aiid fucc(si$ in 4rade; is from the bleffipgiof 
God, I f^ppofefew ave fo a^heiftkalf as onceto dcny> or «)«)ef* 
tiOB. The ^vil bi<P&U acknowledges it»Jobi. lo; >^ XhottJbqgft 
^< bleff^d^theworkofhishartds^andhisfubftanoeis increafod 
^ ihdie Jand/' It is not in the pow^r of «ny< man to get riches, 
Pent. viii. i8, s^ Thou (halt remeiober tbeLordtbyOod, for 
4< it is be that ginseth thee ppwer to get wesdtL^ It . is ^ his 
bleflxng that makes good nwn rich» and his permiffion that 
nu^es wicked meoricfa. That maxim came from beU^ ^$f^ 
qtte fortune Jh^faher. : Every- ttitois tbe contri^r^of .his vwn 
condition. Certainly^ ** The good<^m^an is not in his own 
f< jiand/' Jobxxi. 16,;.^' Promotion co^eth pot irom. tbe «aft 
♦< or the weft/' Pf Jmlxwri.^, 7, 

Thisbeisig acknowkflged, it is erident, thatiaaI14iiap-' 
pointllleQts^ and wantof fucccis- in our callings,, we ought not 
to ftick in fecond .caufesv but to look higher^ eiren to tbe 
band and difpofal of .God s For whofe it is to give tbe blefling« 
bis alfo itiato withThold it. And this is as clear in Icripture, 
astheotber: It i< the Lord that takes away the-fiflies of tbe 
fea, Hof. iy. 3. Zepb^i. %. ^^ Itishe tbatcurfisth our Uef- 
«< iings,^ Mai. ii. 3. 

This God ^odi as a panifiiment for fin* and the abufe •£ 
•meccies ; and therefore in fiich cafes we ought not to. reft in ge*^ 
sieral complaints to, or of one another, but fearcb what ^faofe 
fias are that piovpke the Lord to inili£k fiicb judgments; 

And here I. muft requeft your pati^ice, to bear a plailt, and 
dofe word of convi&ion; My hcetbreoy I ?m perfuaded theic 
are theiins, among many others, that pr(»rokff the Lord to 
blaft all yotr -employments. 

^ I. Ourundertaking^defigns without prayer. Alas! how few 
of .OS begin with God ! inflereft him in our dealings^ and a& 
eounfel and diredion at his mouth. Prayer is that which &ne* 
tifies all employments and enjoyments, i Tim. iv. 5. Theve* 
. ryjft^izli^ could "b^fj J^jfove principium^ They muft begin 
with God. Othatwefaad more prayers, and fewer oadis J ' 
2. Injufticeandfraud in our dealings. A fin to which mer- 
chants are prone, as appears by that expreflion, Hbfl xii. 7. 
This i% that.which'WiU Uaft; all our enjoyments^ 
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3. An OTcr-eamcft endeavour after the wcHid. Men nsdae 
this their bufineis, they will be rich : and hence it is, they aec 
not only unmerciful to thcmfelves, in wearing and wafting 
their own ^irits with carking cares, but to fuch alfo as diojr 
employ $ neither regarding the fouls or bodies of men : icaree 
affording them die liberty of the Lord's day, (as hath been too 
comltnon in our Newfoundland enqdoyments) or if they have 
it, yet they are fo worn out with incefiant h^urs, that thtt 
|)recious time is jpent ether m fieep or idlenefe. Ec iano won- 
der God gives you niore reft than you would hsve, fizice thit 
^ay of reft faadi been no better improved. This OTer-doin| 

' iiath not been the ^aft caufe of our uadmag. 

Laftly, Our abufe of pro^rity, ifi^en God g^ve it, maJciif 
.God's mercies Ac food and fuel ofour faifts. Wiiea we had an 
affluence and confluence of outward Uefiings, << this made 
^* us kick againft God," as, Deut. xxxiii« 1 5^ ^. fiuget Godi** 
Deut. iv. 14. yea, grow proud ofou^ ftrengdi acbd richer 
£zek. xvi* 1 3. and |er^ ii« 3 1 • Ah I haw fewx)f us in iihe days 
of our profperity^ behaved ourfelvjBS :9s good Jdio£iphat djd^ 

^ a Chron. xviL 5, ^ *^ He had filler and gold in abundancti 

-^* and his heart was lifted in the wajr cf God'^ command- 

.** mencs^' aotinpiide and infol^rice* 

REFLECTION. 
Are thefe the fins that blaftour blei&ngs, and wither ov 

. mercies i O then let me ceafe to wonder it is no better, aiyi 
rather admire that it is no worfc with me ; that my negleft of 
prayer, injuftice in dealings, earthly-mindednefs, and abi^ 
of former mercies, have not provoked God to ftrip me naked 
of all my enjoyments. Let me humbly accept from the Load 

,the punifliment of my iniquities, and lay my hand upon my 
mouth. And, O that thefe d!tfap|)ointments mi^ convincie 
sne of the creature's vanity, and caufe me to 4rive on another 
trade for heavtsn I liien {hjdl I adore thy wifdom in rending from 
me thofe idolized enjoyments. Ah, LordfWlien I had tbem» 
my heart w.^s a perpetual drudge to them : how did I then for- 
get God, uegled my doty 11 and not mind my eternal concern- 
ments ! Oh, if thefe had not periled, in all probability I bad 
perifhed. My God, let my foul profper, and thm a fma^l portion 

of thefe things (hall afford me more comfoirt than ever I hadia 
their greateft abundance. ^ A little that a righteous maoi bath, 
** is better than the riches of many wicked," Pfel* jucxvii. 16^ 
The P O E M. 

THE Ilia's great complaint abroad tlut trading's bad, 
You^ihake yow h^^ and cry> Tis ^d,p/ti| is4- : » 
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McfdiaritB lay out ihm ftock, feamen their pains^ 

And in their eye they both may put their gains* 

Your fiihing fails, you wonder why 'tisfo^ 

' Cis this (faith one) or that ; but I lay mo ; . 

Twill ne'er be well> till you confefs and bj, 

"k is our fin that frights the fiih away* 

No wonder all goe» into bags with holes^ 
' Sinc^ fp the gofpel hath been in your foids^ 
. ^"We Uck'dJike jefunuiy when the flowing tide 

Of weakh came tumbling in, this noun(fafd pride. 

Twixt foul and body, now I wife it may 

Fare, as betwixt the Jews an/i us this day. 

O thatpur outward want nfid lofs may be . 

To us a foul-enriching ppVerty ! 

if difappointments here advance t^e trade 

For heaven, then complaiin not ) you have made 

The. rkheft voyages ^nd your empty (hips 

Return deep laden with foul-benefits. 

CHAP. XXIV. 

Jnffos the greater fjb the kfs devour z • , > 

^ojimie men crujb aH thofe 'within their pow*r^ 

OBS E R V A T I O N. 

THere -are filhes of prey in the fea, as well as birds and 
> beafis of prey on the land. Our feamen tell ut, hoir 
the devouring whales, iharks, dolphins, and other fifties, fol*- 
low the eaplein, and other fmalkr fifh, and devour multitudes^ 
of them. It is frequent with us, ittour^>wn foas, to find fe- 
veral fmaller fifties in the bellies of the g^reater ones, yea, I have 
often heard foamen fay, that the poor little fry, when parfued» 
are fofonfihleof the danger, that they have fometiipes feen 
multitudes of them call themfelves upon the fhore, and perifti 
^ere, ta avoid the dangec of being devoured by them. 
APPLICATION. 
Tfeus cruel, npercilefs, and pppreffive, are wicked meny 
' irticrfe f* tender nv^rciesare cruelty," Prov xxii. i a- We fefe 
the like <:ruclty in our extortioners, and over-reaching ftiarks 
afliore, who^nd the faces of the poor, and regard not the 
cries of the fatherlcfs and widows, but fill their boufes ifirith 
the gain of oppreifion. Thefe are, by the holy Ghoft, compar*^ 
cd to the fifties of the fea, Hab. i. 13, 14. This is a crying 
fin, yea, it fonds up a loud c^y tO hesrven for vengeance^ £xod. 
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xxii. 23. <^ irtHon 2Sii£k the widow and the f^ertefi; and diejf 
«• cry unto mft, Infill furely hear their cry.** And vcr^'27. 
«• I will hear his cry^ fori am gracious.'* Nayj God wffl not 
only hear their cry, but avenge their quarrel. That ^ is a 
remarkable text, € Thef. iv. & «« That no man go beymtd 
<« and defraud his brother in any niatter^ becaufe that the tioid 
*• b the [avenger] of all; fuch." This , word * avenger^ is but 
tace more ufed in thfe Nevi T<eftamenii Rom. xiii..4. and tfieit 
it is applied to the civil magiftrate^ who is^ to fee eic^utioii 
done upon ofEenders. * But now this^ is a' fin that Ibmefiincft 
may be out of the reach of man's j'uftite^ and "therefore Gcd 
kimfelf will be their aVenger. You may over-pdwer the poer 
in this world, and it may be they cannot contend with you It 
man's bar, therefore God will bring it before his barr. 

Believe it, firs, it is a^fin fo provoking to God, that hewSl 
not let it efcapis without fevere puniihment, fooner or later. 
The prophet Habbakuk, chap. 1. ver. i j. wondered how the 
Iftdy God could forbear fuch till the general day of reckofUBfy 
and that he did not take exemplary vengeance on diem in this 
life. ^ Thou art of purer eyes th^ to behold evil, and canft 
<< not look upon iniquity : wherefore then |lookeft thou upon 
<< them that deal treacherouHy, and holdeit thy tongue when 
<< the wicked'devoureth the man that is morerightec^us than 
« he?" AndPrbv, xxiii. 10, w. "Enter not into the fields of 
«« the fatherlefs,'f (u e.) of the poor andhelpkfs. Butwhy is it 
ihore'Jth^efDii^ violently to invade rheir ri^ht, than ^notlrcr's? 
The ' reafoh t»' added, " for their redeemer is mighty, and he 
f.< (halLpted their caufc wrifh thee." It may be th^ arc not 
able to retain a council to plead their caufe here j. therefore God 
win plekdr their caufe for them. 

RE F L EC T rO N. 

Tutnittupon diyfelf (O my foul) and confider, haft thou 
apt been giulty of this crying fin ? Have I not (when a fer* 
vanl) over-reached and defrauded others, and filled my maffer^s 
houfe with violence and deceit ? and fo brought myfeifiindef 
that dreadful thieatning, Zeph. i. 9. Or fincel came to trade 
and deal/upon mine own .^ccounir have not the b^ances of 
deceit been in my hand ; 1 have (it maybe) kept maiiy in' wy 
ferviee and employment ; have nor I ufed their labours with- 
mirteward, andfct am under that woe .^ Jer. irxii. 13. or not 
giv^ them wages proportionable to- their w«*k ? Ife; Iv'iii. 3- 
ev by bad payment, and unjuit dtduiftions and idlcmrances, de- 
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Trauded them of apart of their due ? Mai. iii, j. or at leaft 

delayed payment, out of a covetous difpofition to gain by it j 

$vhilft their neccflities va the mean time cried aloud for it ; 

and fo finned againft God*sexprcfs comxhands, Deut. xxiv. 14, 

15. Lev. xix. 30. or.havc I not perfecuted fuch as God hath 

fmittfen i Pfalm Ixix. 26. and rigoroufly exafted the, utmoft 

of my due, though the hand of God hath gone out againft thcmi 

breaking their eftates ? Omy foul, examine thyCpH* upon thcfe 

particulars : reft not quiet, until this guilt be removed by the 

application of the Mood of fprinldirtg. Hath not the Lord faid, 

Jam. ii^ 13. «< That they fliall have judgment without mercy^ 

** that have (hewed no mercy i And is it not a fearful thing 

^* to fall into the hands of the living God, who hath faid, H^ 

** will take vengeaiice for thefe things ?'* 

The POEM. 

DEvoiiring whales^ and rav'nous {harks, do follow * 

The leffer fry, at one gulp do fWallow 
ijoiiie hniidreds of them, as our feamen fay : 
But we can tell far ftranger thing&tfaan they. 
For we have fliarjtis afliore on ev'ry creek, , 
,That to devoui^poor men da ^unt and feek,^ , _ 

No pity, fenfe, or bowels, irt them be, , 

Nay, 'have they not put off humanity i 
Hxtoi tioners,' . and cheaters, whom God hates . , . - 
Have dreadful open mouths,, and thro* thofe gatc$ 
Brave perfons with their heritage pafe 
In fiin'ral iiate, friends crying out, alas ! , 

give me^gur^s wi{h,'that I may never 
Be fuch myfelf, or feel the hands of either* 
And as for thoie that in their paws are griped) 
Pity and refcue. Lord, from that fad plight. 

When I behold the fqUcaking lark, that's borne . ' , , 

In faulcon's talons, crying^ bleeding, torn \ ^ * 

1 pity i^s fad cafe, and would relieve 
The prifpner, if I could, as well as grieve* 
Fountain of pity 1 hear the piteous. mosi^ . 
Of all thy captive and oppreiied onesi 
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CHAP. XXV. 

Injiortns to fpread nrnck fail endangers aU .- 
Sio carnal mtrth^if God for mourning calL 

OBSERVATION. 

IN ftorai9 at fea» the wife navigator wUl not fpread Taxsztt 
fail *, that is the way tcvlofe mafts and aU. They ufe then 
10 furl up the faik^andlie-a bi^^when np^bletobear a knoT 
of fail, or clfe to lie a try, or feud before the wind and feas^ 
It is no time then ta boift up the tap and tap-gaUant» an4 
ijacw their, bravery. ♦ 

APPLICATION. 

"t^flien the judgments of God are abroad in the earth, it r» 
no time then to make* mirth, Ezefe xxi. 10. «« Should ^e 
** [then] make mirth ? It contemueth the rod of my fon as c- 
*< very 'tree." (u e,) A« if k were a common rod, and ordinary 
afRi£tion: whereas the toA of my fort is not fuch as may he 
had of every tree 5 but it is an iron: rod to foch *a» defpifc it* 
Pfalm ii. 9. O it i^ a provoking cvft,. and commonly God fe- 
verely puniflies it. Of all perfons fuch fpeed word in the com- 
mon calamity. Amos vi. r. **'Woeio t^em that are ateafe 
•* in Sion, that are not grieved for tFfc' af!G£)iion of Jofeph,**^ 
as ver. 6. It may be (as one obfertes upon tlje text} they did 
not laugh at him, or break jefts t^fott him \ btit they did not 
condole witlf bin. Aiid what fkalb brt&eir pimiiliment ! fee 
verfc 7. ** Therefore now flial* tfitj giy c:iptiW witfcrfic fifft 
« that go captive :" Cod will begikt ^h them irft* Solo- 
moQ telTs us, Ecckf. iii. 4. ^ There is ar cpsic tc^wee^^and » 
^ time to laugh ; a ;time to' mourn, and atifme to daacer^" 

* Only (as matter Trap notes upon the teixj t^c m«ft not ift- 

* vert the order, hot weep with metl, that we may laugh with 

* r.ngeb.* To be merry' and frolit in a d^iy of tribulation, iS' 
to dilhirb the^ order ot feafons. That is a terrible text, Ifa- 
xxii, 12. which fhould make the hearts of fiich '<^ arc guilty 
in tki» kind to tremble : •* In that cfaty did the Lord of hofls call 
*< to mourning, and to girding with fackloth •, and bebddr joy 
<* and gladnefs, flayitig oxen, killkig iheep, drinking wine/' 
6c; Well, what is the iffue of this ? ** Surely, thJs iniquity 
♦*- (hall not be purged from you till ye die.'* O dreadful word \ 
furely(my brethren) fympathy is a debt we owe to Chriff 
myftical. Whatever our conftitution^ condition, or .p^nal 
immunities be, yet when* God calls for moui^ning, i*tt fiiuit 
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: %escr and obey that call. David vras a king, an expert iftuficiau^^ 

^ man of a fangiuue, and chearfiil conftitution ; yet who more 

ienfible of the evil of thofe times than he I Rivers of water raa 

<loi^n his eyes at the confideration of them. Melan£thon inras, 

io affe£ted with the miferies of the church in his days, 

that he feemed to take litde or no DOtft^e of the death of his 

•child, whom he entirely loved. At fuch a time we may ^' faf 

<* of lau^ter, thou art mad, andof Inirth, what doth it.** 

R EF h EC T 10 N. 

Blufh then, O my foul ! for thy levity andinfenfibility un« 

/.der Qod*s angry difpenfsitions. How -many of the precious 

fen^aDfd daughters ofSion«lie in tears abroad, whtlelhav^ 

beesii <^ nouriihing my heart, a$ in a day of (laughter ? The 

** ^oice of God hath ^ried to the city^ and men of underftafnd- . 

** ing have heard its voice," Micah vi, 9. But I have been 

deaf to chat cry. Hpw loth {my Ged)ha9relbeen to urge my fen* 

fual heart to 2^ of forrow and mourning ! Thou haft bid m^ 

wee^ with them that weep, but my ^ain heart, cannot comply 

3^it^ fuch commanda, Ah« Lcnrd i If i mourn not with ^ion, 

^neither (hall I rejoice wJ^ her. 

0, wercmine e^es opened, and my heart fenfible aiu) ten^ 
4er, I might fee caufe enough to melt iusto tears ! and like thas|: 
Chriftian Niobe, Luke vii. 38^ to Jie weepiag at the feet of 
Chrift. Lord, what ftupidtty is this :! ftiall Ilaugh, when thdu 
• ^n angry, and -thy children weqnng and trembling.? Then I 
mayjuiUyfeai:, left << when they (hall fingfor joy of heart, I 
^ {hall how} for vexation of fpirit," Ifa. Ixv. 13, 14. Surely, O 
my foul I fuch laughter will be tiurned ii>to m^Mrping, either 
here ch: hereafter. » ^ 

The P O^ M. 

T N troublous timest niiith in the fioner's fac<? 

J[^ Is like a mourmne-cloak with illver-lace. 

I'he lion*s roacinf makes the beafts to quake : 

God's roaring judgments canpcc make us ihake^ 

What belluine co;);tempt is this of Godj 

To laugh in's face, ^hen "he takes up the rod ? 

Such laughter God io tears will iurely drown, 

.(tJnlefe he hate thee) e'er he lay it down. 

. Thefe rods have voices, if thou hear them well 1 " ^ 

If not, another rod's prepar'd in hell x \ 

,^nd when the arm of God fhall lay it on, , 

j^u|;h if thou canft > no, then thy mirth is gpM- 
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All Sion's children will lament and cry, 

\V hen all her beauteous ftones in duft do lie ? * • 

And he that for her then laments and mouniSy 

Shall want no joft when God tp her returns. ^ 

^ CHAP XXVI. 

j1 little teak nigkFled^ (kingereus proxies : 
One Jin connived at^ the foul undoes, 

O P S E H V A TI O N, 

TH E fmalleft leik, if not tirady difcpvered and ftopt, k 
enough to fink a fhip of tbe greateft burden : Iherefoii^ 
fcamen are wont frequently tb try what water is in the hold} 
^nd if they find it frefli, and increafing upon them, they ply 
the pump, and prefcntly fet the carpenters to fearch far it and 
flop it ; and till it be fouiid they cannot be quiet. 

^ A P P L I C ATI O N. 

What fuch a leak is to a fhip, that is the fmalleft fin neglec- 
ted to the foul \ it is enough to ruin it eternally. For as th* 
{[reateft fin, difcovcred, lamented, and mourned {wer by a bc- 
iever, cannot ruin him ; fo the leaftfm indulged, covcf^, and 
connived at, will certainly prove the deftrufliori of the finnet; 
No fiA, though never fo fill all', is tolerated by the pure^and per- 
feft law of (Jod, Pfalm cxix. 96. The command ir exceeding 
^road : not as if it gave men a latitude to walk as they pleafe, 
put broody ft. e.J extending itfelf te all ouf words^ thoughrei 
aftions, and afFeftions : Laying a law upon *t)icni all ; conniv- 
ing at no evil in any man, i Pet. ii. i. • * 

And as the word gives no allowance for the leaft fin, fo it i$ 
^he very nature of fincerity apd uprightnefs, to. fet the heart 
agalnft [^v^r/] way of wickednefs, Pfalm cxxxix. 23, 24.. 
job xxxi. J J. and" efpecially againfl: that fin which was its dar-. 
ling in the days of his vanity, Pfalm j^viii. 23. Trve ha- 
tred (as the philplbpher obferv^s) is of the whole * kind ; 
He that hates fin, as fii^y and fo doth every upright foul, hate^ 
all fins as \veH as fome. 

Again, the loul that hath had a faving fight of Jefys Chrift, 
?ind a true difcoveryof the evil of fin, in the glafi both of tbe 
law ai;id goipel, can account no fiii fiti.all. He knows the dc- 
inerit of the fmalleft fia Is God's, eternal wrath, and that no^ 
^he leaift fin can be remitted, without the fiieddihg and applied". 
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tion of tbe blood of Chrift, Heb. ix. 22. whicb bldod is of iit«* 
finite value and price, i Pet. i.,\g. 

To conclude, God*s peopje knoyr, that lirfle as wcU af great. 

fins, are dangerous, deadly, and deftru&iveii^. their Q^n na^, 

ture ; a little poifon will deftroy a man. Adrian ^ai cboaked 

with a gnat, daeftr dabbed wiife bodkins. A man would thiofe 

^darn's fin had been no great matter,, y^ what idteadful work;! 

did it make ! It was not as a fingle, bullet, to kill him£;lf only ; 

but as a chain-flio^, which cut off all his^podr, mif^^rabie poftc* 

rity. Indeed, ilo fin ^an be little, becaufe itd obje^ agaiaft 

w^hom it is comniitted, is fo great, whence it receives a ki]i<t 

of infinitenefs iji itfelf, and becau£? the priqepaid to iicdeeixi u4 

from it is fo invaluable. , , * ; 

REFLECTION. 

And is tbe fmalleft fin^not only damning in its own nature, 

but will certainly prove the ruin of that foul that hides and 

covers it y O then let my fpirit accomplifli a diligent fi^rch. 

I^ook to it, O my foul ! that no fin be indulged by tho^ 5 fet 

thefe confideratioas as fp many flaming fwords in the way of 

thy carnal delights ani lufts : Let me never fay of any finj as 

jJa did of ^ar, «> If.is ^little, one, fpare it." Shall I fjpare 

that which coft the blood of Jefus Chrift ? Tlie Lord would 

not fpare l^im, f' When he made his fou^ an offering, for fin,'* 

Bom. viii. 3Z. Neither will he fp^re me, if I defend ahd hid« 

4t, Petit, xxix. 20. Ah 1 if my heart were right, and my con- 

yerfation found, that luflT, whatever it b?, that i? fo favoured by 

me, would efpecially be abhorred, and hated, Ifa. ii. 20. an4 

XXX. 22*^ Whatevermyconviftfoni and reformations have been, 

yet if there be but one fin retained, and delighted id, this k^eps 

, the devil's intereft ftill in my fouU And though. for a time h^ 

feem to depart, yet at laft he will return, with feven worfe (pirits^ 

and this is the fin that will open the dpor to him, and deliver 

up, my foul, Matth. xii. 43, 44.. Lord, let me make thorough 

work of it ; let me cut it off, and pluck it out, though it be as 

a right hand, or eye. Ah I (hall I come fo near the . kingdom 

of God, and make fuch a fair offer for Chrift, and yet flick at a 

imall matter, andlofe all for want of one .thing ? Lord, let me 

ifaed the blood of the deareft luft, for his fake that, ihed his 

dearcfk blood for me ! . 

- The P O E M. , ' 

T Here's many a foul eternally undone 
"For tparing fin, becaufe a little one. > ? . 

:,$\it we are much deceiy'd 5 i^p fin i^ (mall. 



W. 



31© A Kevy Compafs for Siarhen: Ot^ 

That wounds lb great a God, fo dear a foul. 

Yet fay it were, the fmalleft pen-knife may. 

As well as iword, or lance, difpatch and flay. 

And (hall fo fmall a matter part and fever 

Chrift and diy foul ? What ! make you part for ever ? 

Or wilt thou f^and on toys with him, when he 

Deny'd himfelfin greatcft things for thee? , 

Or will it be an eate in hell to think 

How eaiiljr thy foul therein did ftnk i 

Ar-c Ohrift and hell fck- tHfles fold and bought ? 

Strike fouls witl> trembling, Lord, at fiich a thoucht J 

By little fins, belovM, the foul is loft, 

Vnlefs fucb fins do j^reaf repentance coft. 

CHAP. XXVH. 

Ships make much 'way vihen they ft irade-^ind get ; 
With fuck A wind the faints have ever met. 

OBSERVATION. 

T Hough in raoft paftsof j^e world the winds ?xt variable, 
and foraetimies Wow from every point of the compafsi 
by reaf^n whereof, failing is (low, and tbngerous \ yet about 
th^ £quino£tial, feamen meet with a trade-wind, Mowing, for 
the moft part, one way ; and there they (ail jocund before it, 
and fcarce need to lower a top-fail for fonie hundreds d 
leagues. 

^ APPLICATION, 

Although the people of God meet with niai»y feeming mty 
and fet^backs in their way to heaven, whidi ^e like contrary 
winds to a ihip ; yet are they from the day of dicir converfion, 
to the day of their complete falvation, never out of a trade? 
wind's way to heaven. Rom. viii. 21. ^^ We know that ail 
*« things work together for good, to them that love God, tt> 
•* them that are called according to his purpofe." This is a 
moft precious fciipture, pregnant with its confolatiotr to aU 
believers in all conditions, a pillar of comfort to aU diftrefled 
£unts : Let us look a little nearer to it. 

{IVe know) Mark the certainty and evidence of the propofiti- 
on, which is not built upon a guefs or rempte probability, but 
upon the knowledge of the faints ; we kn&w iV, and that^artlf 
by divine revelation,' God has told us fo; and partly by our 
own experience, we find it fo. 

(That all tbingsy Not only things tjhat Uc in a natural ^ 
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&xeSt tendency to our good \ as orJinanceSy p'romijejs^ hUffin§Sy 
^c» but even fuch things as have no natural fitnefs and ten- 
dency to fuch an end ; 2& affli^ionij tempt at ions ^ corruptions^ 
(kjirtionSi i^c, all thefe help onward. They 

(IFork together.) Not all of tliem direftly, and of their owii 
nature and inclination ; but by being OYcr-rukdjr and dctCF- 
mined to fuch an ifTue by the gracious hand of God : Nof yet 
do they work out fuch good to the faints^ fingly^ ^nd apartf 
but as adjuvant (^ufes or helps^ {landing under, and working 
in fubordination to the fupreme and principal cauie of their 
happinefs. 

Now» tbe moil feeming c^poiice tliingsy yea^ Gn in itfeli^ 

which in its own nature is really oppofite to their good> yet 

eventually contributes to i^ AfRiflions and defertions feem to 

work againft us, but being once put into tbe rank and order of 

caufes, they work together with fuch Hefledl inftrumentS) as 

\voTd and prayer, to an happy ifiue. And though th^ faces of 

thefe things, that fo agree and work together, look contrary 

ways ; yet there are, as it were, fecret chains and connexions 

6f providence betwixt them, to unite them in their iffue. 

There may be many inftruments employed about one workf' 

^nd yet not communicate counfels, or hold intelligenc^iiAtb 

each other. Jofeph's brethren, the Midianites, Potiphar, dr^. 

knew not one another's mind, nor aimed at one end^ (much 

lefs the end that God brought about by them) one a,£ls out of 

revenge, another for gain, a third out of policy ; yet all meet 

together at laft, in that iflue God haddefigned to bring about by 

them, eveh Jofeph's advancement. Even fo it is here, Chrifti- 

. an, there are more inftruments at work for thine eternal good, 

than thou art aware of. 

R E F L E C T I O N. 
Chcar 15 then, O my foul, and lean upon this pillar of com- 
fert in all diftreifies. Here is apromiie for me, if I am a called 
one; that, like the philofopher's ftone, turns all into gold it 
touchedi. This Jpromife is my fecurity j however things go m 
the world, my God <• will do me no hurt/' Jer. xxv. 6. Nay, 
he will do me good by every diljpenfation. *< O that I had but 
«< an heart to make all things work for his glory, that thug 
« caufetb everything to work for my good." My God, doft 
thou turn every tWi^ to my advantage ? O let me return all t0 
thy praife ; and if by every thinff thou work my eternal good, 
then let me in every thing give manks. 

But ah ! how fooUih and ignorant have I been ? ev^n as a 
beaft before thee. Ifow hadj my heart been difquieted, and ?.^^ 
€9 rcpnt n thy difpenfaticns, vih^k tiiey have croffed my m 
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hot corificlcring that my God faithfully purfues' my good,' |;^W 

in thofe things that croft, as well as in that which pleafes roe. 

BldTed Lord ! what a bleffcd condition are all thy people in, 

who are vrithin the line of this promifc ? All things S^iendly 

and beneficial to them ; friends helpful; enemies helpful; eve- 

ty thing confpiring, and conducing to their happinefe. With 

others it is not fo ; hothing works for their good ; * nay,, every 

«thing works againft it : their very mercies are (hares, and their 

.profperity deftroys them ; Prov. i. 32. even the blefled gofpcl 

itfcif is a favour of death to them : when ewl bcfals them, " it is 

** an only evil," £zek. vii. 5. that is, not turned into good t» 

4them ; atid as their evils are not turned into good, fp ail their 

good is" turned into evil. As this promife hath an influence 

into all thxt concerns the people of God, fo the curie hath an 

•influence into all the enjoyments of the wicked. O my foulj 

blefs the Lord, who hath call thy lot into fuch a pleafant place» 

and given thee fuch a glorious heritage, as this promife 194 

The PO E M. 

WHEN once the dog-ftar rifes, many fay, 
Corn ripena then apace, both night and day* 
Sbuls once in Chrift, that morning^ftar lets fall 
Such influences on them, that all 
"God'i difpenfations to them then, fweet or four. 
Ripen tbeir fouls for glory ev*ry hour. . 

All their afflifirons,. rightly' underftood. 
Are bleffings ; ev'ry wind will blow fome good* 
• Sure at their troubles faints would never grudge, 
Were fcnfc depofed, and faith made the judge. 
Falls make them warier, amend their pace ; 
When gifts puflF up their hearts, and weaken gracci 
Could Satan fee the iffue, and th' event 
Of his temptations, he would fcarcely tempt. 
'Could faints but fee whatfruits their troubles brings 
Amidft thofe troubles they would fliout and fing. 
P (acred wifdom ! who can but admire 
To fee how thou doft fave from fire, by fire ! 
No doubt but faints in glory wond'ring Hand 
.At thofe ftrange methods few now underftand. 
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CHAP, xxvin. 

, )Sformsmak€ difcov^ry of the pih^ts Jkill : 

Ccd*s wi/domin aJiUmntriumfis JiilL 

OBSERVATION. 

IN foir weather, 'wheA there is fea-room enough, then eveiy ^ 
common perfoii can guide the flliip ; the pilot may then lie 
iauvtrn, and tnke his reft; but in great (lerms^ and iftrefs of 
li^eather, or when near the dangerous fliore, then the moft (kil- 
.fol pilot is put to ity then he Ihews the utmofl of his art and 
SdUy and yet fometimes all is too little^ They are (as the 
fcripture fpeaks) at ihiir wits endy know not what to do 
more $ but are forced to commit all to the mercy of God, and 
the f€a«u 

APPLICATION.- 
In t^iWhnsandtempeftsof a^Sidion and trouble, ttiereare 
the m/a&. erident and full difcoveries of the wifdom and powef 
of our God : it i« indeed cbntinoally a£live for his people iii all 
^conditions) [fa. xxvii* 3. ** Left any hurt it, I will keep it night 
*♦ and day.'* Pfal. cxxik4. «< He that keepeth Ifrael neither 
*« flumbereth nor fleepeth." His people's dangers are without 
intermiBion, therefore- his prefervatlons are fotoo. But now, 
when they cpme into the ftrait of affliAion, and deadly dan- 
gers^ which threaten like rocks on crery fide ; ndw the wif- 
dom of dieir God rides triumphantly and vifibly upon the 
waves of that ftofmy fea: and this infinite wifdom is then efpe- 
^ially difcovered in tbefe particulars : 

1. In leaving them ftill fomewhat in the lieu and room of 
thofe comforts that they are deprived of j fo that they fee God 
doth exchange their comforts, and that for the better; and thi$ 
fupports them. Sojohiixiv. i, 2,3. Chrift's bodily prefence 
is removed, but the Spirit was fent in the room of it, which 
was better* 

2. In doubling their ftrengtb, as he doubles their bifrdens. 
It is obferved that the faints have many times very ftrong and 
fwcet conCblation, aJittle before their greateft trials : and this 
is fo ordinary, thatconflmonly when they have had their ex- 
traordinary confolattons frpij^ God,, they have then looted 
for fomc eminent trial. The Lord appeared to Abraham, and 
fealed the covenant to him, and then put him upon that great 
trial of his faith. So th? difciples, Luke x^iv. 49. it was corn- 
Tot. VI. "^ Rr 
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manded them that they ** fhould tarry in Jerufalem, tilj tficf 
<* were endowed with power from on high.'* The Lord knew 
what a hard providence they were like to have,' and what great 
oppofitions and difficulties they muft encounter, in ^id>Iifiiing 
the everlailing gofpel to the world v and therefore firft prepare 
imd endows them with power from on high, viz. with eminent 
meafures of the gifts and graces of the Spirit y as faith, pati- 
ence, kH-diniaiy ^e. S9 Paul bad fir^ hi$ revelations^ thm 
kis bHff'eti9ig»» 

^. la coming in ib opportunely in the time of their great 
difeefe, with relief and comfort, i Pel. iv. 14* "^Then the 
•^ Spkkofgloryandof God refteth anthem/' As that martyr 
cried eui to hk frienif Auftiii, at the very &ake, H^is cwut 
be is cfme. ^ 

4. in appointing and oitlering tStkt fever al Kinds of afflkH' 
ons to fcvefal faints j and alloting to every one^ that wry af* 
flidion, and no <)th«ry tthrcb is rtioft fcilable to his conditi- 
on: which affli£):ioi^y]3cefeHiMii»>y poUons^of phy£e, are pre- 
pared for that very maliSgmiitt humour that predominates jnoft 
in them. Peter's fin wa»fe}f-con&dence, God permits him 
to fan l>y denyirig Chrrift \ which douhtkfs^ was fan£tified ta 
his good in that pavtkul^^ li«Z)ekiai^'s<iin was vaik-gloryj 
therefore fpoikFS are fent to t^e ^m^t \i» tfteaferes.- 

J. In the duration of tiieir troubles^ tttey {fell not ly al- 
ways upon them, Pfelm cxxv^ 3V Our God is a God of judg- 
ment, Ifa.- XXX. x%.' Knows^the due time oCj^emoving it^ a»dk 
is^thcrem punfliuai to a day, Rev. iir. io« 

R E F L E c T I ai?r. 

If the wifdqtn of God do thrus t^iutoph, and' gfor^y iffelf iH 
the diftreffes of the fatats< theit wEy Ihoulcl I fear in the day 
, of evil ? Pfalm xlix. 4. Why dotli my heart faint at the fore- 
Sght and apprehenfion of appfoaehiaag trouble ? . Fear none of 
th^fe things that thou fhalt fufl'er, O my foul; if thy God wDl 
thus be with thee in the fire arid water^ thou eanft not perifh. 
Thoiagit I walk through the valley of the fliadow of deaths yet 
let me fear no evilv whiift my God is thus with me. Creatures 
cannot do what they pleafe,. his wifdom limits and over-roles 
them all, to gracious aiKi fwcet ends. If my God caft me into 
the furnace, to melt and try me, yet Ifhall not be confumed 
there 3 for he will fit by the furnace himfelf all the while 1 amt 
in it, and curiouily pry into it, obferving when it hath done its 
work, and then will prefently withdraw the fire. O my foul,. 
blefs and adore this God of wifdomr ! who himfclf will fee the 



• ""- Navigation SfirikiaUzei^ ' \ ' J^i^ 
#r^^ngt>C all thim afflidiom, and npt Qroft k in fhcf iiaiids 
<pf men or angek. . 

Tlic P O E M. 

T Hough toft in grieateft ftprm$, Til Jicver fear, 
If X^hrift will fit at th' helm to guide and ftfijcr : 
jStorms are thetriumpb of his &iU and art; - 
He cannot clofe his ere$9 nor chanfp^.hk heart. ' 

Wifdom aod ^vrer lide Vipon 4^e w^^es^ 
And in the greafi^ dsmgerWps and fa^es* 
from dangers it by dangexs doih deliver, 
And wounds die devil <Mal: of his own quiver^ 
it countermines hk fiot^ and fo doth fpoiJI^ 
And make liis engines on Unrfelf recoil. 
It blunts the poli6cianVcettk&tool, 
And makes Ahitophef the rerieft fool i , 
It fhews us. how our reafon us miflcd, 
And if he had not, we liad perifhed* 
Lord, to thy wifdcMn I will giye the reins. 
And not widi cares perplex 9^d vex my brains* 

CHAP, XXIX- 

Things, in ihe iotfwn are uftfem : no eye 

^an trace Cod's paths^ which iti the deepe do tie. 

OBSERVATION. 

TH E ocean is fo decp^ *hat no eye can dtfcover whatTies 
in the bottom thereof. We ufe to lay, proverbially, of 
a thing that is irrecoi^erably loft, it is as good kt were caft into 
the fea. What lies there, 4ies oUcure from all eyes, but the 
eye of God. 

APPLICATION. 
Thus are tha judgments of God, and the' ways of liis jprovi* 
dcnce, profound and unfeanchable, PfaL xxxvi. 6. <* Thy righ- 
^< teoufnefs is like the great mountains, thy judgments 'are a 
^< great deep 5" (i. e.J im providences a*e fccret, obfcure, and 
lutfathomabie ; but even then, and in thofe providences, his 
rightepufnefs ftands up like the great n:V>untains, vifiblc and ap- 
parent to every eye. Though the faints cannpt fee the one, yet 
they can clearly difcern the other, Jer. xii. f^. Jeremiah was at 
a 0^nd ; fo was Job irf" the like cafe. Job xii.: 7. So was Afapb, 
Pfal. Ixxiii. and Habbakuk, chap. i. 5. Thefc wheels of provi- 
.^ejice are dreadful for their height, Ezek. i, 18. There be deep 
R4: Z 
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myfteries of pmyklflnoe« as veil aa of £uth. It may be 6M of 

tome of thein» as of Paurs epiftlesi That they ofse kard tt kewt* 
derflood^ darknefs and clouds are rottpd abo^t the throne of 
God : no man can lay what will be the particular iflue and e- 
"vent of fome of bis diipefiiations. Luther fisemed to hear God 
fay to him, when be wa« importunate to kiiow his n.ind tq 
fome particular providence, Deus/um mnfsquax : i am a God 
not to be traced. Some providences, like Hebrewletters rouft 
be read backward, PfaL xcii. 7. Some providences f&k men 
of the greateft parts and grsK:es. << His wity is in tbe fea, hii 
^< paths in the great waters, and his foot-fteps «ve iiociuiown,'* 
Pfal. Ixxvii. 19. Who can trace foot<fftq)S in the bottom of the 
fea ? <* The angels,'^ £zek. i. ^< have tbetr hands ui^dcr their 
^< wings/* The hand is either,j$^mMkan rofomy He fyinbol of 
ftrength ; or infirumemtatum^eratmiSj Tbe inftnimentof acf 
tion : where thefe hands are put forth, they work eieif^uallyi 
yea, but very fecretly, they are hid under their wings. There 
pe fon^C/Of God^s works that are fuch fecrets, as that tiiey may 
iiot be enquired intp ; they are to be believed and adored, but 
not pryed into, Rom. xi. 33* Others that may be enquired af^ 
ter, but yet are (o profound* that few can underftand theni| 
Pfal. cxi. 2. ** The woifk^of the Lord are greats fought out of 
^* all thofe that harve pleafurc therein.". When we coroetb hca-. 
ven, then alljthofe myfteries, ^ well in the works as in the 
word of God, will lie open to our view. 

R E F X E C T I O M. 
. O then, why is ixiy heart difquicted, beeaiifc it cannot Ibme'i 
times difcem the way of tbe Loi[d, and fee tbe conne£iion and 

' dependance on his providential difpenfatk)|i8 ? Why art tho^ 
ib^perplexed, O my foul, at the co^fufions and diforders that 
are in the world ! .1 know that goodnefs and wisdom fits at^e 
ftem I and though the veffcl of the churcl^ be tofied and diftref- 
fed in ftorms of trouble, yet it Aali not periibt Is it not cn 
nough for me, that God hath condefcended to &r» fer my fa- 
tisfaAion, as to (hew me plainly the ultima^ and general iflue 
pf all thefe myfterious providences, ^ph. i. 22. Rom. viii. 28* 

. tinleft I be able to take the height of every particubr, ftall i 
j^refunie to call the God of heaven tp apcouut ? Muft he ren- 
der a reafon of his waysj^ and give an account of bis matters 

. tp fuch a worm as I am ? Be filent (O my foul) before tbe 
JLord, fubfci^be to his wifdom, and fubmit to his will, wbat* 
foever he doth. Howfevcr it be, yet God is good to Ifrael ^ fte 
event will manifeft itito be 9II over a defign of love, I know 
i^ot how to reconcile tt^em to ea^ other, or rnaivy of thcni • 
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10 thc'promife; yet arc they all harmonious betwixt them- 
feltes, and the cettam means of acccmpHihing the promifcs. 
O what a favour is this, that in the midft of the greateft con* 
fufions in the worlds God hath given fuch abundant fecurity 
to his people, that it ihall be well with them ? Amos ix. 8. 

Ecckf. Till. 12. 

The POEM. 

W O R D ! bow flnpendotts, deep, and wonderful, 
I J Are all thy draughts of providence ? So full 
uFpuazling intHcacies, that they lie 
Beyond the ken of any mortal eye. 
ji fiuheel witlkm a whegPfthc fcripture notion, 
And all'thoiie wheels tranfverfe, and crofs in motion* 
AH creatures ferve it -in their place ; yet fo, 
As diottfimds'of them know not what they do. *" 

At this or diat, their aim they do dired } 
But neither this, nor that, is the dSe& : 
But fometfaing elfe they do not underftand^ 
Which fets all politicians at a i|and^ 
|>eep counfels, at the birth, diis hand doth break, 
And deeper tMngs peiformeth 4>y th^ weak* 
Men are, like hories, C^ at ev^ry ftage. 
For providence to ride from age to age} 
Whi^, like a poft, fpurs on,^ aad luakes them run 
From ^ge, to ftage, until their journey's done ; 
Then take a fre^ *r but thev the bus'nefs know, 
Kq more than horfes the poft^letters do. 
Yet tho* it*8 work be not conceal'd from flght, 
\CwiU be a glorious piece, when brought to light. 

CHAP. XXX. 

MUliom of men are funk into the main : 
• Butit Jball not thofe dead always retmnj, 

OBSERVATION. 
'WTC TH AT multitudes of men hath the fca dcvoure3 1 thou* 
Y Y fands have made their graves in it. What numbers of 
men have -been inguMed together in fea-fights, or ftormg^ Of 
inundaiions, whereby whole towns have been- fwallowed up ! 
tertainly the dead which are there, arc innumerable* 
APPLICATION. 
But though thefea has received fo many thoufand bodies of 
liven into its devouring throat, yet it is not the abiblii^te lord^ 
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or proprietor of them, but rather a fteward intrufted-vith thcwi 
till the Lord require an account of them ; and then it muft de* 
liver up all it hath received, even to a perfon. Rev. xx. 1 1, 
12* " And I faw the dead, finall and great, ftand before God: 
5< And tlie books were opened; and another book was opened, 
^* which is the book of life | and the dead were judged out of 
** thofe things which were written iii the book, according to 
<< their ivQrks. And the fea gave up the dead which were 
« in it/' 

The do£trine of the re&ire&iop of th^ body, is a dodrine 
full of fingular confolations to believers, i Cor. ^v. and moil 
clearly aflcrted in Scripture, Afts xxvi. 8. Job xix. 25. i Cor. 
XV. ifc. And it is well for us tl|it$ poipf is fo plainly revealed; 
becaufe as it is a mod comfortable truth tQ the pec^le of God| 
fo there is fcarce any truth that lies under more pr^udice, as to 
fenfe or reafon, and is more diiiicult to receive, than this is. 
The Epicures and Stoics laughed t'aul to fcom when be 
preached it to them, A6lsxvii. 32. The FamiUft«» and Quakas 
at this day rejed:it as a fable. T^q Socinians <ay the (ame bo- 
dy (hall not rife, but an aerial body. And, indeed, if men fetup 
reafon as the only judge of fupematural things, it is incrediUe 
to think, that a body ibould be reftored, tl^at hath been burnt 
to afhes, and thofe afhes fcattered in the wind 4 as hifiory tells 
us was frequentlydone by the bodies of diefaint^ in Diocl^an's 
reign ! or when drownedin the fea, and there devoured by 
feveral fifties, and thofe again devoured by others. But yet 
this is not to be objeiled to the almighty power of God, that 
gave them their firff being : difficulties and impoflibilities are 
for m^, butnotfor him. ^*^ Why (bould it bethought a thing 
** incredible with you, that God ftiou}d raife the dead ?*' A£bi 
xxvi. 8, ' ' \ 

REFLECTIOl?. 

And muft I rife again, where-ever my body falls at death-? 
Then, Lord, how am I concerned to gpt union with Chril| 
•while I live f By virtue thereof only, my refurreftion can b? 
made comfortable, and bleiTed tp me. Ah ! let my body lie 
■where it will, in earth or fea; let tny bones be fcattered, and 
flefli devoured by worms or fifli, I know thou canfl, and wilt 
re-unite my feattered parts; and in this body I muft ftand be- 
fore thine awful tribunal, to receive according to what I have 
done therein, 2 Cor. v. ix>. Thou that commandeft roc tft 
ftand forth among the nobleft rank of creatures, when I ha4 
no being, and faweft my fubftattce, being yet imperfeft, caaj 
as eafily reduce mt to that being again. - a. J ' 
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. Wbat thi^ugh reafon vote it impoiBble, and fenfe incredible ? 
Though all thefe difficulties and incumbrances grow upon my 
£iiitl>, yet I know myjbody is not Ibft for ever j the found of 
thy laft and di^eadful trumpet, ^ (hall awaken me \ and thy 
mighty power, to which all things are poffible^ ihall bring me 
before thy bar. 

O Lord, I know that I (hall (land in that g^eat aSemMy a| 
fhc laft day, when multitudes, multitudes,^ even all the fons 
and daughters of Adam, ihall appear together. O if I die 
Chriftlefs^ it were good for me that there were no refurre&i- 
on % for then tfaofe eyes that have been windows of luft, muft 
toehold Cbrift the Judge, not as a Redeemer, hut as a Revenger. 
That tongue that hath vented fo much of the iilthinefs of my 
heart, will then be (faruck fpeechlefs before him \ and this flem 
which I fi>pampered and provided for, condemned to ever- 
lailing flames. O my Ood, let me make fure work fo^ fuch a 
day i if I now get real union with thy Son, I {hall awake witk 
iinging out of the duft^ ^nd then, as thou faidft to Jacob, fo to 
ine, when 1 go down into the fea, or grave, Gen. xlvi. 3, 4» 
<^ Fear not to go down into the deep ;. for I will furely bring 
*« thee up again." , ' •< 

The P O E M. 

TTT (hould not feem incredible to thee, 

J[ That God (hould raifc the dead in Teas that be : 

"We fee in winter, fwallows, worms and flies 

Deprived of life, yet in the fpring they rife. 

What tho* your bodies fev'ral fifh devour, 

Oibje£k not that to the Almighty pow'r. 

Some chymifts in their art are to exa£t, 

That from one herb they ufually extra^ 

Four diflfrent elements \ what think ye then. 

Can pofe that God, who gave this Ikill to men ? 

The gardener can diftinguifh thirty kinds 

Of feeds from one another, tho' he finds 

Them mix'd together in the felf-fame difh ; 

Much more can God diftinguifh flefh from fifli. 

They feem as loft, but they agafn m\ift live ; 

The fca's a fteward, and ftewards account muft give. 

Look what you are, when in the oqean drown'd, 

The very ft me at judgment you'll be found. ' , 

1 would not care where my vile body lies, 

Were I aflur'd it fiiop'd with comfort rife. • 
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CHAP. XXXI. 

ThefiamatCsgreateJi danger* s mear the coqfi : 
IVhen iDeare neareji heav^tij the danger's tnoft. 

OBSERVATION. 

T Hough feanscn meet with violent ftorms, yet if they have 
fea room enough, they are not much difmayed : but if 
they find thcmfclves near the ihore, they look upon their con- 
dition as very dangerous : the (ight of the fhore is to them (as 
Solomon fpeaksof the morning in anothercafe) like the fhadow 
of death, if not able to weather it. For one fhip fwallbwed ujf 
in the ocean, many pcrift upon the coaft. 

APPLICATION. 
Tha grcateft ftraits and difficulties that maiiy faints meet 
with in all their lives, is when they come neareft to heaven, 
and have alitloft finifhed their coune. Heaven, indeed, is a 
glorious place, the fpacious, and royal manfion of the great 
king ; hut dijlcilia quae puichra ; it hath a ftrait and narrow 
entrance, Lukexiii. 24. O the difficulty of arriving there! 
how many hard tugs in duty, what earneft contention and 
ftriving, even to an agonyl as that word imports, I^ulce xiii. 24. 
Multitudes put forth, and by profeffion are bound for this/iiV 
haven : but of the mulcitudes that put out, how few do arrive 
there ? A man may fet out by a glorious profeffion, with much 
refolution, and continue long therein ; he may oiFer very fair 
for it, and not be far from the kingdom of Gdd^ and yet not be 
able to enter at the laft, Mat. vii. ^2. 

Yea, and many of thofe who arc fincere in their profeffion, 
and do arrive at laft, yet come to heaven (as I may fay) by^tho 
gates of hell ; and put in, as a poor weather-beaten veffel comes 
into the harbour, more like a wreck than a (hip,, neither raaft 
tior fail left. The righteous themfelves are fcarcely faved, 
(i. e.) they are faved with very much difficulty. They have 
not all an abundant entrance^ as the apoftle fpeaks, 2 Pet. i. 1 1. 
* Someperfons(as ♦ one well notes) are (rfarcffy Eph. li. 23* 
e,) touched with no care of religion : fome come near, 
but never enter, as femi-cdn verts. See Matth. xii. 34* 
Others enter, but with great difficulty, they arc faved as by 
fire, I Cor. iii. 13. Make an hard fluft. But then there 
are fome that go in with full fail before the windj and have 
^ abundant entrance : theygotriumphingout of the world/' 

♦ M«otOD on Judc. p. 1 19^ 
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Ah ! when ^e tome iato the narrow chaoDel, at the very point 
of entrance into life, the foul is then, in the n^oft ferious frame ; 
ail things look with ^ new face ; confcience fcans our evidence 
mod critically ; then^ alio, Satan fajls upon us, and makes his 
foreft aftaaltSj and batteries. It is the laft encounter ; if they 
efcape him now, diey are gode out of his reach for ever : and 
if he dmnot hinder their falvatiqn, yet if he can but doad 
their evening, and make thecb go groaning and howling out of 
the world, he reaches another end by it, even to confirm and 
prejudice th^ wicked, and weaken the hands of othets that are 
looking towards religion. 

REFLECTION. 
If this be ft), how inevitable is my perdition, ffiay the care* 
iefs (bul fay ? If they that drive fo much, and go fo far, yet 
perifli at lad ; and if the righteous themlekes are fcarcely (aved^ 
then where (hall fuch an ungodly creature a$ I apt>ear f O 
LfOrd i if they that have made religion their bufinefs, and have 
been' many yeari purfuing a work of mortification, have gone 
inourning after the Lord Jefds, and walked humbly with God ; 
yet if fome of thefe have fuch an bard tug at laft, then what 
will becoi&e of fuch a vain, fenfual, Carelefi, defii-pleafing 
Wretch as I have been ? 

Again, Do faints find St fo drait an entrance ? Then, though 
I have well-grounded hopes of lafe arrival at bd; yet let me 
look to it, that I do not increafe the difficulty. Ak 1 they are 
the things that are now done, or omitted, that put confcience 
into inch an agony then ; for then it comes to review the life 
with the mod ferious eye. O let me not dick my death bed full 
of thorns, againd I coade to lie down upon it. O that I fliiay 
turn to the wall, in that hotir, as Hezekiah did^ 2 Kings xx. 
'2,3. and lay, *' Remember now, O Lord, how I have walkdl 
•• before thee in truth, and with a perfeft heart,*' isc. 

The P O E M. 
A Fter a tedious paflage, faints defcry • 

** The glorious (hore, faltration being nigh s 
Death's long boat's hunch*d, ready to fet afhore ^ 

Their panting fouls. O how they tug at oar. 
Longing to be at red I but then they find 
The harded tug of all is yet bebiud. 
Jud at the har£)ur's mouth they fee the wreck 
Of fouls there cad away, and driven back. 
A world of dang'rous rocks before it lie ; 
The harbour's barr*d, and now the wind» blowb^: 

VOL.VL Sf * 
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Thoughts now arife, fears multiply apace ; 

i'Ml (hibgs about them have another face. 

Life blazes, jnft like an expiring light, 
; The fours upon the iip prppar'd for flight. 
. 'Death, till (he rcfurre^ion, tears and rends. 

Out of eath other's arms, two parting friends. 

The fonl and body. Ah^ but more than Ip, 

The devil falls upon them e'rc they go. 

With new temptations, backed with all his pow'r, 

AnclTcruplcs, kept on purpofe for that hour. 

This is the lall encounter, now, or never ; 

If he (bcceedcth qow, theyVe gone for ever. 
, Thus in they put, with hardfhip at the laft, 

AsAiipsoutof a Horm, oorfail, nor mad : 
\ Yet fome go in before a wind, and have 

Their IVreapcr of afTurance flying brave. 
^ Lord, give me cafier entrance, if thou pleaie } 
\ Or if I piay hot there arrive with eafe, 

* Yetl befeech thee, fet me fafe a- (bore, 

. Tho' Aormy winds at harbour's mouth flionld roar. 

CHAP. xxxir. ^ 

/ -Tloiv glad are feamen when they make the Jbore ? 
An^ faints ^ no lefsy 'when all their danger's o^er. 

* Q B S E R V A T I O N. 

WHAT joy i5 there among feamen, when at laft, aftcr.a 
tedious and dangerous "v^oyage, they defcry laod, aod 
fee ^e defired haven. before them ? Then they turo out of their 
loathed cabins, apd come upon open deck with much joy. PiiiJ* 
. cvii. .30. ** Then they arc^glad, bccaufe they be quiet : So be 
** bringeth them to their defired haven." Now. they can reflefl, 
with comfort, upon the many daggers they have pad, Obm bate 
meminijfe juvabit ; it is fweet to recount them. 
* ,A P P L I C A T I ON. 
But O Mfhat a tranfcendent joy, y^a, rftvifhing, will over-coo 
the hearts of faints, when, after fo ma^y conflifts, temptations, 
and aiBiftions,. they arrive in glory, and are harbojnred in hea- 
ven, where they (hall, reft for ever I 2 Theff. i. 7. The fcrip- 
ture faith, " They fliall.fi ng the fong of Mpfes, and of the 
•* Lamb," Rev. xy., 3, Thesfong of Mofes was a trinmpb>«t 
long, compofed for the celebration of that gbrious deliveiaoce 
ftt the red'fea. The faints are now fluftuaiing upon atrotjHc- 
fome anxi tcmpeftuons fea ; their hearts ibmetimcs ready to iiok, 
and die within them, at the apprehenfion of £> many and great 
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dangefs and difficulties. , Many a hard ftorm they ride oat, 
and many ftrairs an4 troobles tbey here encounter with, but at 
laft they arrive at their defired and long expc(5^ed haven, and. 
then heaven rings and refoands with their joyful acclamations^ 
And how can it be otherwife» when as foon as ever they fet foot 
ijpoa that glorious (horej Chrifl himfelf meets and recei-ves them, 
with a " Come ye blefled of my Father," Matth. xxv. 34. O- 
joyfuf v(rice I O much defired word ! faith Paraeua* what tri-/ 
bulation would not a man undergo for this word*s fake ! 

Befidds, then they are perfeftly freed from ail evils, whether of 
fm or (ufFering, and perfeflly filled with all defired good. Nqw 
they.fiiail join with that great affembly, in the high praifes o£ 
God. O what a day will this be ! if, /aid a * worthy diviae, 
Diagoras died away with an exccfs of joy,^ whilft he embraced. 
his three fons that were crowned as viflors in the. Oly^npic 
games in one day : and good old Simeon, when he faw Cb^ift 
but tn a body fubje£^ to the infirmities of our nature, cried but, 
•* Now let thy fervant depart in peace ;** what jinfpeakable yoj 
will it be to the laints, to behold Chrift in his glory, and fee 
their godly relations alio (to whofe converfion, perhaps, they 
have been inftrumenta'l) all crowned, in one day, with evcrlaft- 
ing diadems of biifs f and if the fiars did, as Ignatius faith, 
make a choir, as it were, aboat that flar that appeared at Ghrtjfl't 
incarnation, and- there is fuch joy in heaven at the converfion 
of a finner ; no wonder, then, the morning ftars fi;jg together, 
and the foos of God (hout for joy, when the general afiTembly 
meet in heaven : O how will the arches of heaven ring, and 
echo, when the high praifes of God fhall be in the roouih of 
ftich a congregatibn ! then fliaii the falms be joyful ia glory, 
and fing aloud upon their beds of everlafting reft. 
REFLECTION, 

And is there fuch a day approaching for the foos of God^ 
indeed ! and have I {authority'] to call myfelf one pi the nuoH 
ber ! John i. 1 2. O then let me not droop at prefentdtiHculiies, 
nor hang down my hands when I meet with hardships in .the 
way. O my foul, what a joyful day will this be } for at prefect 
ive are toifcd uponran ocean of troubles, fears, and temptations ; 
bat thefe will make heaven the fweeter. 

Chear up, then, O my foul, thy falvaiion is no?/ nearer than 
when thou firft believedft, Rom, xiii. 11. and U will not now 
be long e're I receive the end of iny faith, i Pet. i. 9. and then 
it will be fweet to refteQ even upon thefe hardfliips in the way. 

S f 2 . ,. 

'* Motningfixercifc,, ^,651. ..._,_ 
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Yet a few days more, aod theo comes that blefled day tboo haft 
fp long waited and paoted for. Qppofe the glory of that day, 
O my foql, to thy prefeot abafufes and ixxStxn^^ as blcfled 
I'aul did, Rom. i. 18. and. thoa (halt fee bow it will (hrtol^ 
them all up to nothing ; oppofe the iaheritanc^ thoa (halt re- 
ceive 10 that day, to thy lo(fe$ for Chrift now; and lee how 
joyfully it will make thee bear them^ fleb. %. 34. oppofe . the 
honour that will be pqt upon thee in that day, to thy preient 
reproaches, an4iee howeafy it will make them to thee, i Cor. 
iv. 5. What condition can I be in, wherein the believing 
thoughts of this blefled day cannot relieve me ? 

Am I poor, here is that which anfwers pQverty. Jani. iii, 5. 
<' Hearken, my beloved brethren, hath not God chofen the poor 
5^ pf this world, rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom V* 

Am I tempted ? here i$ relief againft that, Rev, xii. 16, 
^' Now is come ialvation and firength || JFor the accufer of our 
*• brethren is caft down," tic. 

Am I defertfd I H^rc is a remedy for that tpo, Aev, xxii. 5. 
** And there (hall be no night there/' tic. Come then, my 
foul, let u$ enter upon oi|r inheritance by degrees, a^d begvp ih^ 
life of heaven ypqn e^rth. 

The ]f O E M, 

WHEN Solomon in Ifrael firft was king, 
Heaven's arches, earth's foundations, %m'd ^o ring 
"With joyful exclamations ? How much inore 
Will heay'n refoufid, vi^h^n faipts are come ^•(hore I 
l^ow will the ravidiVl foals tranfported be 
At the fird glim.pfe of Chrift J. w^iom tbey (ball lee 
tQ all his glory; and (hall live, ^nd move, 
J^ike falamander^, in th<^ fire pf Ipv^. 
A flood of tears convey'd tbem to the gate 
Where endlefs joys received thco^. Now thq date 
Of :|11 thci^[ forrqw's put ; henceforth they walk 
In robes of glory. Now there's no more talk 
pf fear^, temptations, pf that fpare, or thi$ : 
ilo ferp^t in that paradife doth hifs. 
Mo morp defertions, troubled thoughts, or tears y 
Chrift's full enioymcnt (uperfedes thofe fears. 
Pelights pf princes courts ar^ all but toys 
ItcK thefe delights, theie ar^ tranfce^dent jpys^ 
The jpys of Chrift himfelf i( of wha;t they are^ 
An adgel's tongue wou'd Aammer to declare. 
"W^ere our conceptions clear, did their tongues gq^ 
J^hf,o^ tfe^lr Ela, yet the note's too Ipyf 
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"What! patfit the fan too bright! it cannot be; 
^ore heaven faiTeiis 00 hyperbole* 
My thonghts are fwaUow^d ap^ my mnfe doth tire, 
Apd hang her wings, conception foars no higher. 
Give me z place among thy diiMren there, 
Altho' i ly with them in dungeons here, 

J fonchiding S P E E C ff. 

I Have now done, and am looking to heaven for a hlf^ffing np- 
OQ th^fe weak lat>oarsj what uf^ yoo will make of them, I 
)uiuw not, bnt this I know, that the day is coming, when God 
will reckon with yon for this, and all other helps and means af- 
fprded to yon ; and if it be not improved by yoo, be fore 
|C will ^ pf^odoceci as a witnefs ag^inft you. Sirs, I beg 
yon, in the name of Cbrift, before whom both you and I muft 
Ibortly appear, that ypn receive not thefe things in vain. Did 
1 know what other lawful means to ufe that might reach yonr 
l^earts, they {boul^l qot be iQ vain to yon ; but I cannot do 
God*s part of the work, nor your's : only I recjneft yon all, 
both mafiers, common men, and all others into whofe hands 
this fball come, that yon will lay to heart what yon read ; pray 
unto him that hath the Key of the hoqfe of David, that open- 
eth and no' man (huttet;b, to open yonr hearts to give entertain* 
^nt to thefe truths, /ilas ! if you apply it not to your(eIves» 
I hav^ laboured to no purpofe ; the pen of the fcribe is in vain : 
but God may make fnch an application of them, in one ilorm 
or another, ai^ may make your hearts to tremble. O firs ! when 
fleath and eternity look you in the face, confcience may reSeft 
upon thefe things to your horror and amajiement, and make you 
cry out, as Prov. v. 12, 13. *' How have I hated knowledge, 
** and my heart delpifed reproof ! aiod have oot obeyed the voice 
^** of my teacher, nor incKned' my cars to them that inftruAed 
M me ?" And O what a dreadful (hriek will fuch fduls give, 
when the Lord opens their eyes to fee that mifery that they are 
here warned of { But if the Xord (hall blefs thefe things, to 
your converfion, then we may fay to you, as Motes did to Ze- 
^nlun, the mariners tribe, Deut. xxxiii. 12. '* Rejoice Zebn- 
^* lun ;n thy going out." The Lord will be with you, which 
way foever you turn yourfelyes ; and being in the bofom of the 
covenant, you are fafe in the midA of all dang-rs. O thon,» that 
art the Fadier of fpirtts, that formedft and canft eafiiy reform 
the heart, open thou the blind eye, unftop the deaf ear, let 
the word take hold upon the heart. If thon will but fay the 
word, thefe weak labours fball profper, to bring home •" 
^ fouls unto thee. Amm^- 



fc 32)6 1 
A Pathetical and Sitnov's ■ 

D I S S U A S I V E 

From the horrid' and dctcftablc SI N S of Drankennefs, 
Swearing, Uncleannefs, forgctfulnefe 6f Mercies, 
violation of Promifesi and Adi'eiftiGal Contempt* cA 
Death. 

Applied by way of Caution to SE AMEN; artd now added 
at an Appendix to their MEW COMPASS. 

Aing an E?sa y toward their mach-dtfircd feforiiiation : fit to be 
ferioufly recommended to their profane Relation^, whether Sea- 
men or others, by ail fuch at wnfeignedly defire tittir ec«rBaf 
Welfare. 



To the right wor(hipful Sir JOHN FRED E RICK,* Kt, 
one of the worftiipful Aldefmen of the City of London, 
and their honourable, Burgess in the prefent Parliament : 
And to the truly religious and ever honoured Mr John 
LovERiKC, of the city of London, merchant. 

Much Ijonoured and eft eemed^ 

ALthough dedications are too often abufed to a vain flat- 
tery, yet ^here is an excellenc nfc and advantage to be 
made of ihenj : partly to encourage perfons of worth and emi- 
nency to efpoufe the intereft of religion thiaifelves ; and part-* 
ly^to oblige ihofe readers, for ^ whom fuch books are priQcipally 
intended, to a diligent periifal of them, by interefling fuch per- 
fons io ihem, for whom they have great rcfpe^ls, or on whom 
they have any dependence. 

Upon the fwll account, a dedication would be needkfs to 
yon } for ( am perfuaded, you do not only in your judgment 
approve the defign I here manage, viz. The reformation of tbc 
profane and loofer fort of our feamcn ; but are alfo heartily 
willing jp improve your intcrefl to the utter tnoft for the pro- 
motion of it, i cannot look upon you as perfons aftcd by that 
low atnd common fpiritthat the moilof yaur profeffion are a^td 
by, who little regard, if they be good fcf vanta to them, whe- 
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thcr God have any fer vice from them or no % and if ^ihcy pay 
them the wages due for their work, iiever thiak of ihe wages 
they are to receive for their fin. -You are judged to be parfona 
of another (pirit, who 60 not only mind, but advao^ Chrift's 
intereft above your own, and negotiate for his glory, «sweli.as 
for your own gain : and yet herein you coofult your own tare - 
reft as well as God*s : ' Sutordinafa non pugnant. Your interi^ft 
IS never -more prdfpcroufly managed, or abundaatJy ieeured, 
than when it is carried on in a due fiYbopdioatioo to .God's. 
Their reforination ^wJU appar^tly tend to your advantage. 
Thpfe fins of theirs, agalhft which I have here engaged, are 
the Jonahs in your Ihlps ; itis.fia that finks^ them, and drives 
themagainft the. rocks. '* One fmner deftroyeth much good/' 
EccJ. viii. 1 1. How much more a lewd crew of them ^coufpir- 
.i|igti),f ro^kg Qq^L'l the death of their lufts, is the more pro* 
bablc means to give* life to your trade. And as thefe counlels 
^riQfper4o<tbjeir,hqArw, fo will ygur.bufi|iefs ihrvYeinjo^r hallos. 
Piety and profperity are married together in that promife, PfaL 
]. 3. Onefiinus was never foj^rofitable a fervaot to PhilemoD, 
jSii when he became his brother in a fpiritual^ as well as his (tr- 
vantao^a #ii4/ capacity, ?hiiem. .?eri. ,11. ^nd ^^.^cogspared. 
. i^nd yet if your intereft were Forced to ftep back, to give way 
to Chrift's, I hope yo|i would (optwithftandlng) rejoice there* 
in. So that my prefent bufioefs is,' not fo much to perfuade 
/^ou,'>whofe hcatt5, IhK>pe, Gpd hath already pfrfuadfd t0|fo 
good ^ work ; as to make your fames and refpefts, which arc 
^reat among them, an innocent bait tatempt thcmjo jh^ir^ln- 
ty. And if cither yournajTQes or intereft paybe^ufeful \o (pch. 
an end, I prefume I "mty ufe them freely, and welcome; -for, 
lure i am, they can never be p^t to a better ufe. 

Well then,'! will make bold to fend this faiall adventure la 
your (hips ; and if the return of it be but the coqverfion of one 
' foul .to God, . I fhall rcjckon that I have made, a,bettcr vqyage 
than yo.u, let your returns.bc nevtr fo rich. 

Hqw thefe things will affcft them, 1 knoWnot. "I do fuppdfe 

it will produce different effcfts upon them, according to the dlf- 

.fercnt tempers^of their fpirits, and according as Godfti^ll com- 

luaiid,. or fyfpend tbe.blefling. Poflibly fome will.ftorm at the 

.clofe ^nd cutting rcbnlc^s of the word, (for rooft niens lofts ate 

^a great deal more fenfible aod tender than .their cpnfciences) attd 

will fondly imagine that this necefTary plalnnefs tends to their 

reproach. But if none but the guilty can be fuppofed to fee 

angry at them, they wHl- thereby reproach tbemfeivcs a great 

.deal more than ever 1 intended to id. 



2tS A fahtr CMfideratkn 

i cdafeft it tsA bitter pill, aod compooiided of many opera* 
five sad ftroog iDg^edieQ^, which do acnte it ; bat not a joe 
mofe tbaa is oeccflary. 1 (hall beg tbe ailidaace of your pray- 
ers to God for them, aod of your grave admonitioos and ei^ 
liortatioas to them for God; which v^ill much help its opera-^ 
ttoo; aod facilitate my defigo, to do their fouls a piece of eva^ 
laftiog fertrice ; with which deliga 1 can truly &y, I eveii trarel 
in piUQ for them. Your aflUlance therefore ia this good work, 
will pat the higheU obligatioo apoii 

' Tour mofi affeSlionate 

Friend and Servata, 

t9 be cwmandei^ 

JoHM Flavel. 

H^ t^» v0t «^» t^k <^« «^^ «<Pi «^« v^» <^ ««« v^t «^« v^ «^» V9» «4P« «^» *^» ««« «<9» v^ V(M 



SOBER CONSIDERATION 

Of the is I N of 

DR U N K EN'n E S S 

TN the fcn'mer treatife I have endeavoured to fpiritaalize earth- 
JL ly objeflSy and elevate your thoughts to more fublimeaod 
excellent contemplations ; that earthly things may rather be a 
ftep, than a fiop to heavenly. You have therein my t>eft adme 
to guide you in your coui^fe to that port of your eternal reft 
and bappinefs. 

In this 1 have given warning of fome dangerous rodcs and 
quick-fands that lie upon your left hand ; upon which millions 
of fonis have perKhed, and others are wilfully running totbeir 
own perdition. Such are the horrid fins of drunkenne/s, m* 
fleanne/Sf prcfane /wearing^ violation of prtmifes^ engage^ 
menu made to God, and atheiJHcal Jlighting and contempt ef 
death and eternity, AH which 1 have here given warning (if| 
9nd held forth a light to difcover where ypur danger is. If A* 
ter this you obftinately profecute yonr lufts, and will not be re- 
claimed ; you perifti without apology, 1 have freed mine ova 
foul. 
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tiet'iiciie ioficrpref ihis ili^csffiry plaioD^^^^ m a r^msditD 
feamco, as if 1 repreftotisd tfattn €o the wockl worfe than they 
art. If, ttfoo thac accdOQt, any of tfaem be oSended, methmte 
iliefe thrise or four ooofiderations (hottld rcmoioc rhit offbctt^ 

p/>y?) That if jiiis dofe aod t>laift deMii^ be i^ztBxrj^ in or»» 
:4er to jroar core^ atid yoa wik be^ffeUdd^d (tiereat» it is bettor 
,ybB fhoilid be bifdaded ttiao God. Mkiiftcrs are oftdft ^nt up» 
M lamentable ftrliits;^ they fail betwixt ScylU aad Charybdis^ 
iht \^rath of God upon one fide^ if we do not fpealc pbin asA 
home, as tbt. neceflity of the cafe requires ; and mao's wrath 
if vedo: what Aiall we do m this Arait^ Either God or 
yon, it feetfis, mufi be ofTended ; flbd if it caaoot be avoided, 
I {hall rather hazard your anger tbaa Gcd^s, aad thiak it fmr 
more tolerable^ . » 

Secondly , If ypu did but tee the beceflity and end of tbia 
inaiiDcrof ^alvag with yoor/fods, yoa would opt be oSaided, 
Bilt ^ut {t isto a »ore feafible cafe, and yoQ will &c and ac^ 
koo«riedge it preielitly. If I (hoaid fee an bigh'boilt wall giv- 
iag way, atid ready lo fail ufstoo you, wo^ld you b^ angry with 
loe, if by plticking yoo out df the danger, I fhoold pltkck ^oar 
arm oat of joidti certainly yoa would oot. Why, this is thb 
cafe here : See Ifa. xx3U i j. ** Therefor^ this iniqoity ffiail bb 
** to you as H breach teady to fail, TweUiog oat h a high ^all, 
^< ^vhofe breaking Cometh fuddeniy, at an kiftaor." 

TMrdfyt Whata raadnefs is It to abide in a coadirton over 
which ail woes and curfes hang, and yet oot be able, to endarb 
to h^air of it ! W hy, what wiint profit you to htVe your mifery 
h\d from your eyes, ttbd kept from your ears a little while i 
¥00 n&uft fee tfais wrath, aUd hear loader vollies of wdet froift 
your own coolcieooes, if yotT remaio. in this cooditioq. Yoit 
canubt bear that frdm as, which your confcience ^iit one of 
tbefe days preach thsemfrlvea to yoi, and that in a more dreads, x 
Ibl tfaledl than I have uled here. 

foartUy^ I do not charge thcfe fios indifferentl'y upon all 
featheo. No, I kuow there are fome choice aud good mea 
fiaoiohg<t youir men, that fear au oath, and hate even the ga^« 
Inents fpotted with the flefh, who a\re (I queAion not) the ^re« 
dit aod glory of our Englifh nation, in the eyes of /(rangers 
that conrerfe with them. Nor yet do I think that all that are 
^wicked amongft them are tqtiilly guilty of all Aete evils ; for 
thoof^h all that are graceiefs, *ba tqually under ehe domidiDn d€ 
e^igiofd cdrro^ptiofi, yet it follows not from thence, that there* 
f«re aAual fiof moA re^o alike in them 2 Acra is a gr^at^diffi^; 

Vol. VL . . T t 
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reoGe, even amoog ungodly loeo ihemreWes, ift' tbir xtSptS^t^ 
which differeoce arifeth frooi their . various xofloois, coBftito^ 
.tioQS, abilities, edocations, and' the^ different adfrnniftratioDs of 
theSpirity in enlightening, convincing, and putting checks up- 
on conicience : for though God^ not the author, yet be Is the 
-erderec of fin. And this malces a great difparrty, even amoiig 
•wicked men* chemfelves. Some are perfoGs of good morals, 
.though not gracious principles, whiich produce a civil and fo 
ber, though not a. holy and religious life, And others, thougjh 
they live in ibme one of thefe lullSk yet are not guilty of feme 
others of them. For it is with original corruption, juil as it 
.h with the fap of the earth, which thougd it be ttbe matter of 
all kind of fruits, yet in fome ground.it forts better with one 
grain than with another : and fa in plants, in one tree it be^ 
<iomes^an> apple, in another a cherry; even fo it is with this 
«joriginal corruption, in- one man it runs mbft into fweartng, in 
another intO' uncleacners, in a thijrd into drunkennels. JLuft k 
nothing elfe but the corrupt appt^tite. of the creature to foma 
ilnfuIobjeA;^ and therefore look as it is with the. appetite 
with refpeA to food, lb it is with the vitiated appetites of (ooiii 
to fin. One man loves this food beft, and another that ; there 
is endlefsf variety in tb^t, and'fo'in thisw 
. Having ^poketi' thus much ^remove oflence, I (ball now beg 
you to peruft the following difcpvrfe.^ Gonfider what evidence 
^eie things carry with them. ^Search the ailedged (qriptures, 
lee if tfaey^be truly recited and applied' to the cs^e in hand-: 
^ndif fa, O tremble atthe tru^b you Fead f bring forth your 
lufir, that they may die the death, yf ill you not part with 
jfbefe abominable praAices till death and hell make the fepara- 
tiod ? Ah ! bow much better is ft for you iha^ grace iboold do 
it I And becauie many of you &e not the danger, and there* 
fece priale not the remedy, I do here requefi all tb<^ that have 
the bowels of pity in them, for their poor relations, who arr 
Unkings dirowning, perifliing, to Ipread fbele following- caw* 
tions before the Lord for a bleffiog, and then ptrt^ them- into' 
their hands. And O that all pious mj^ers would perfuade^ 
thoie that are under their charge to buy this enfuidg treatife, and 
diligently perufe it. And the fibril caution 1 fhall give them is this 7 

C A U T I ON r. 

TAke b^ed, and beware (^ the deteflableffin of drunkeir- 
nefs, which is a beafily iin, a volunmry madnefs, a fin 
tbat unmans thee, and omke^ tfaee Ukd the beafte that purifies ;. 
yta^ fcts tbee belovr the bearfts, i^hicb moU aoc dnnk ca 
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^«c^fs ; 6r, ff they do, yet it is not their fio. f Oo« of the 
^Dcieiits calls it, * A dlftemper of the bead, a fobverfioo of the 
"^ (enfes, a temped in the tongae, a ilorm of the body, the 
"* fliipwreckof virtue, the Ipfs of time, a witfol madnefs, a 
* plealant devil, a (tigared poifon, a fweet fin, which he that 
^ has, has not himfelf, and he that commits it, doth not only 
^ commit fin, but he himfelf is altogether fm.* It is a fm at 
which the m6ft Ibber heathens bluOied. The Spartans brought 
their children to loath it, by Slewing them a drunkard, whom 
they gazed at as a moniter : Sven, Epicurus himfelf, who e* 
Aeemed happine£i to confift in pleaiure, yet was temperate, as 
Cicero ob(erves. Among the heathens lie ^was accounted the 
iseft man, that fpent more oil in the lamp, than wine hi the 
bottle. Chriftianity could once glory in its profcflbrs^ Tertul* 
liiln faith of the primitive Chriflians, they fat not down before 
they prayed^ they eat no more than might ibffice 'hunger, 
they drank no -more than was fuffident for temperate men; 
^ey did (b eat and drink, as thofe that remembered they muft 
pray afterward. But n»w we may blu(h to behold >fuch beaftly 
fenrnaliAs adorning themlehres Vith its name, and fteltering 
themfelves oeder its wiugs. 

Acid attong(l thofe that ^ofi^Chriftlanity, liow ordinarily 
Ir this fin committed by feamen ? This iofatiabie dropfy is a di« 
feafe that reigns, -eipecialiy among the inferior and rn((er fort of 
them. %me of them have gone aboard drunk, and laid the 
foundation of ^eir voyage iniin. O what a preparation is thisl 
They know not Whetiier ever they (hall fee the land of their 
nativity any more ; the next ftorm may fend them into eterniry s 
Yet this is thefarewet they take, this is their preparation to 
meet the Lord. Aod fo in their returns, notwiMftanding the 
terrible and a^onUhtng works of the Lord, which Ihey^iave 
beheld with thtir eyes, and their marvellous prefervatioiiln fit 
great and terHble extreorities ; yet thus do (hey requhe the 
Lord, as (bon as their dangers are over, as (if they had been de* 
livered to commit all thefe abominations. Sot a few hours or 
days lince, they were rediog to afld fro upon a ftormy ocean, 
and ftaggeriog like drunken men, as it is faid, Pfal. cvii. 27. 

T t 2 

f Turhath caplth^ fuhverjio fenfusy tempeflas linguaf^ procella 
^arpotist nau/tagium virtutif, anufflo trmporisy infanta volnntaria^ 
Handus daenun^ dukf vntenum, fodve pecottumt fuam qui babgt^ 
^(sipfum non habH ; fttam qui fecit ^ peccalttm mm fwU ffd ip^ 
a^U'f eftjiiceatumh A^g* ad. Ucr, Virgioii^ 



nod now yon ma; &« thf 19 if e^iag and ft^ge^f g "< 4ic firefly 
lEbroWlMOg the icQri of all thq(b prcckMIs foer^ies aii4 dc:l^^<m>Cff 
ia th^r driwkea ciips. 

f(ea4cr» if (faovi be one that is gKultjr ciC t^i^ fio, ibr ^ 
I^d'f fak^, brthm^L chyldf (peedilj , ^od w^jgh^ with t)^ e^» 
^ of a i«aa, what i (hall now fay/ 10 or(jher tp Uyr ^^i^i,Qfi| 
)ui«uii9tiQli, dod reforopi^tiaii. 1 oi^d 90I (pein) m^PF ^W^^jl t« 
open ide Qatve of this fm to ypu ; Vfo ^HiF^P^^ ^^ ^^^ W 
« lawful «fe of vioc aad ftc^iog 4ri^ t^^ f#PP9>;( iWtw:^* P^ 19 
4fig U; 19 cure ip(in^itils» so^t t6 aqic ^heqv /^ i>r^k P9 
<< toupgpr vaier» &Qt off 9^ (itiU vtqe» t<y iHj (toQB^ch.^ ^f 1 
<< aud i^ia« Q^ten iolirnp^iea," fa^ib P^i^l t0 1 i9}9thyy ^ T\i^ 
?. 23. H^rk, driok wi m^^i V^^ WVVi •St^f' mdu:^ (i. c.) 
##4(ic^ ; pro ritmdioj nm pr9 detifHS, di^ ^ipt^ipfQ • ^ tbaf 
i^, lift if iQodjefti J!, ia>;. mtidiapally, i¥>^ fg^ pkafqr(:« b^c Cof 
remedy:. Ycm <?od aDaw« it, »o| only fo< b^c oectflSty, bof 
for chearfvlBf^s and alfi^rity, tl^a,t i>e bp4y m^f be in^c fit ai»| 
^xptdite for di^» FroK. mm. 7. tmt iunbcir ijtaBMii p^o^^^i 
iprtthjpft tj» viobtipp pC fobciety. \Vh^ mei) ii| tUI ^i9« 
^ave ioAaiQod thjsQU ay^ iie^foti bf dUiofM, (fqr ^nu^k^o^di 
is the privatioD of reafoQ, caufed by i^iopdieca^ drid^ju^g)^ 
tbeci 4x> ibcy ^t^ ^ni^r tbe gix^t of thif h9tt\4 ^ iibgiDi- 
Wbk Cd. Tq tbe fatisfaAipQ ^pd refr^f^^t of |Ul^^fe« jiqK 
Vaay <ftrii»k 9 for it is a part of the cqx^ to driok^ apd bqc be fat 
|islitd*t bfeic takto herd y<>«l go op furtbei^; ''for wine i^g 
^* poqcheOt ftroQg diiok i^. ragipg, and w^bqib^vQr is ^<eeive4 
^^ thecetv, IS Qof wifQ^'- Pcov. xil» 4. The ibfo?^ is alflippery 
pltce li bow eaiily quy ^ fm dip th(p* ^ ^: tb^ fo^l I Tbe^ 
jeofnal pleafores bib?e a kiad of ii^^jvptiog ^wer upon the fou^ 
mod b; coftov gaia opon i|, tiili it^y hav« iDfJave^ It^ a«4 
l^rought it under thenr power. Niiw^ ibis, is \h9 Co ^i^i\ 
^jrtikb Cod haih delivered (9^ Qdai^jr p^Cfcepts, a^d deoojpoced fq 
tiaoy woes, io hi9 word. ISph. v« iK< " Pe oor drook^ wit^ 
f' wiae. wherein it e^f^<" ^oqt* i^iii* ^3* *' Not |p riotiQg 
^* and drmkeuoefsv not t« ^Wtberiog aed waa(OQOf|fs«'* If^ v. 
^ I. '< \%oe to fiheia tb^^t life up early io the oiprol^gt tb^ (be| 
«< (na^ f^llov^flroog dripk, that coqtioue ^pv\ oigbt, till ^^ 
V inBame them :" with mv^y o^her of dreadful importance. 
IHow, to Aartie thee for ever from this abomiaable and filthy 
ioft^ I fbaii here preyppsQd to th]P ooAfi^^atioo ib«fe teotD- 
iiiifiig argmncDts ; and oh that they m^t Xkod ia ihe way, as 
fber angel did iq Bahia«i's» when thou art so the prciecotiooof 
^feij^oaipleafareal Aad the foil is this: ^ 
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^Argtimmt i; It flpijOttld exq^diqgly diflqade frpm tiA$ £0, tq 
wnfvief tb^t i| is ap high abufe of the booaty aod gopdn^fs q( 
C;o4» m affpfdmg ill ibof^i fweet refre(hj|iefitj»» tq ipak^ (m| 
lyiviCS i:QmiprtMe tq os ppoo. pa^t)). In Ad^iip we fi^rfdted ^ 
fight to s|U earthly » 9» well as bea^v^nly 9^rd^s : Qo4 n^ghf 
k^ve tajl^eff thee Jlrqfli th^ 9fc^\?, whpo thou w^ll a fipi^^ t>ll| 
of a fpaa long, and immcdiat^y have (eat th^e tp thip^ ow% 
place; t)ioo ha4ft Qo right to a ^rop of w^w, ipore than vifbat 
ike bw^ty of God gaife ibee t j\Mi' whereas he ought ba^^^ 
^aft th^e QiH of tbe wcrld as foon asthoo cameft imo It, a^4 
|b idl tbofe-days of mercy thou b:^ ba4 op earth, might hav)f 
hfim fpiei&t iQ bow^Qg ai;^) ipg^fp^jc^bte mifery id beJl : j^ehokt 
the bqoQ^ aad goodaefs of Gpd to tht^ ; i i^Jt bdioid it» ^ 
uronder : Me h^ fn^ed thee tot fo oiaoy years tq live upoa 
the ^rth» ^hich he bai^ prepared aad furoiOitd with. ail ihj^gf 
fy for thy Q?ce£ty aod delight : Out of the earth, 00 wbiiQii 
> thou ireadeft, ^' he btiagech forth thy food, ao4 [wiuO ^ 
«^ make glad ihy he^rt/' Pl^' ci?. 14, 15. Aoddoflibqui 
tbtts requite the tord ? Hath inercy ar^ied ao ci^eniy t<; figbf 
fgaiAft it with its owa Wtapoos I Ah i that ever the riches of 
bis gpodoefs, bonaty, aiyl lopg-fi^eriog, ail which are argiir 
isei^is to lead tbee to rcDentaoce, fbooid be thus abufed I If 
God bad not been fo b^QQtlfiQly thou cooldft oot h^ve be^ i<^ 

' fiofuL 

j^rg, a. It degrades a mm from the honour of his aeaitioii^ 
9nd eqaalHeth bio to the beafts that perifbeth : Wii;ie is laid Uf 
false aiii^ay ibe heart, Hof. iv. 11. k ^. the wifdom and ioge* 
nmtcy of a i&aQ,.aiid fo bri|Cii64S hioi ; as Nebocbadoezzari • 
vAitm lofl the heart of Anap, aod bad the heart of a beaA glvei» 

. hitti, Dm. hf. 3a. The fa^^airt of a ipao haih its genciofuy an4 
iprigbtlioefs, bcave* vigorous fpirits io it, capalaSe of, and fitT 
$ed for noble a^d worthy aAUMas and eaiplpy^^nt^ ; ^ut hlf 
iaft eiSeipWiatea, qoencbes^ and drowns th%t o^afoqlioe vigoi^ 
^ the puddle of exoefe and fei^faiiUKy : For 00 fooner Is a mai| 

» brought andiec the doi|ijBioii pf this luft, but the governmen.! 
^ reafbo is reoooAced; which ftiould exerciie a coercive power 
over-^tbe affaftlooa, and aU is. delivered up into the hand of lull 
mod appetite ; aad fo they a6l, nqt by difcretion and reafoo^ 
knt by kift and wiii^ a$ the beafts do by iaAiniV. The fpiril 
9C asan etuert^oa UA^jf with loteUeAnai nnd c^iiAe delights { 
the foul of a beaft is only fitted for fuch low, . fenfitive, and 
dreggy pleafureF. Than baft fboietfaing of the a/2^^/, and fooic* 
thing of the ^iajt'm ihet : «hy foal partakes of the nature of 
)U]^gels^ 'thy body of the Qatwe of bcifts* Oht how Btaif 
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panper the i/^, while they flarvc the angel? God, iathe 
iirft chapter, put all the creatures in fubjeftioo to thee ; by tbis 
inft, thoa puttefV thyfelf in fubjeAi^n to the creature, and art 
brought under his power, i Cor. vi. 1 2. If God had gii^ea 
thee the head or feet of a beaft, oh ! what a mifery woaldft 
thou have efteetned it ? and is it uotbiBg to have the heart of 
a beaft > Oh ! confider it fadly. 

Arg, 3. It is a fid by which thou greatly wrongeft and t- 
bnfefl thine own body. The body is the (bars infirument ; it 
Is as the toots are to a skilful artificer ; this luft both dulls and 
fpoils ity fo that it is utterly unfit for any fervice of faim that 
made it. Thy body i^ a curious pi€ce, not made by a word of 
command, as other creatures, but by a word of couniel ; *' I 
*' am fearfully and wonderfully made, and ^nrioufly wrought," 
faith the Pialmift, Pfal. cxxxIk. 14. or as the vulgar, AcepiSius 
/utHf Painted as with needle-work of divers colours, like a gar- 
ment richly embroidered. Look how many members, fo many 
wonders ! There are miracles enough, faith one, betwixt 
head and foot, to fill a volume^ There is, faith another, fuch 
curious workmanfhip in the eye, thit, upon the firft fight of 
it, fome atheifts have been forced to acknowledge a God ; 
efpecially that fifth mufcle in the eye is wonderful, whereby, 
(as a learned f author obferves) man iifTcretfa from all other 
creatures, who have but four ; one, to turn the eye down- 
ward, a fecond to hold it forward, a third to move it to the right- 
liand, a fourth to the left ; but none to tarn it upward as a 
man hath. Now, judge in thyfelf ; Did God frame fndi a ai« 
f lous piece, and enliven It with a foul, whidi is a fpark, a ray 
of his own 45ght, whofe (notions are fo quick, various, and in- 
defatigable, wh6(e flights of rea(bn are fo tranfoendenr; did 
God, thinkeft thou, fend down this curions piece, the top and 
glory of the aeation, the index and epHcme of the whole 
world, Eccl. xii« 2. did God, I fay, (end down this piAoreof 
his own perfeftion, to be but as a firsioer for meats and driokSv 
afpunge to fuck in wine and beer ? Or canfi thou anfwer for « 
the abufe and deflrn^^ion of it I By t^ls excefs thou filtefl it 
with innumerable difeafes, under which it languKheth ; and at , 
lafl thy Jife, like a lamp, extinguiftied, being (jlfowned with ^ 
too much oil* f « Infinite difeafes are begotten by it, (fiiih 
^ Zai^ch); hence come apoplexies, gouts, palfies, fuddea death* 

♦ Columh^ de re anat, • 

f fiifittitaemorhoruni genera inde nafcuntur apoplexae^ paratjfef^ • j 

^rtMrJdes, 3cc. JIU opHmus ptedicus Jihi^ qui fwdicus clhL hfi§t || 
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* rrefflUiog of the hands aad legs ;* herieio they briog CaiQ'4 
curie upon themfelves, faith Ambrofe : DrUDkeDoe($ flays more 
than the fword. Oh ! what a terrible thing will it be to con.. 
£der upon a death-bed, that thcie pangs and aches arc the 
fruits of thy intemperance and cxccfs ! ** Who hath woe f 
*' Who hath forrow ? Who hath contentions? Who hath bah* 
** bling ? Who hath wounds without caufe? Who hath red* 
•* nefe of eyes ? They that tarry long at the wine, they that 
•* go to feek mixed wioe," Prov. xxiii. 29, 30^ By this mum^^ 
ration, and manner of interrogation, he feems to make it a dif- 
ficult thing to recount the miTeries that drunkennefs loads the 
outward man with ; for look as Yermin abonnd \vhere there k 
Aore of corn, fo do difeafes in the bodies of drunkards, where 
crudities do fo abound. Now, methinks, if thou haft no re- 
gard to thy poor foul, or the glory of God, yet fuch a fenfible 
argument as this, from thy body, (bould move- thee. 

Arg, 4« Drunkennefs waftes and fcatters thine eftate, poverty 
arteiKls excefs ; the drunkard * ihall be clothed with rags» and. 
brought to a morlel of bread. Solomon hath read thy for* 
tune. Pro?, xxi. 17. ^' He that loveth wine and oil ftiall not be 
*^ rich ;" luxury and beggary are feldom far afunder. When 
Diogenes heard a drunkard's houfe cried to be fold ; * I tbooghl^ 

* (quoth he) it would not be long e'ier he vomited up his hou(b 

• alio.' The Hebrew word 'i^llTI, and the Greek word utnnni^ 
which fignify luxury ; the former is compounded of two words^ 
whkh fignify. Thou Jbalt be poor ; and the latter figDifies the 
lofing or the pofTcifion of that good which is in our hand. 
'* The drunkard and the glutton Aiall furely come to poverty^** 
Prov. xxiii. 21. In the Hebre;w it is, he (hall be difinherited, 
tt difpbflcfTed. It doth not only difpofleis jk man of his reafon^ 
which is a rich and fair inheritance giveq to him by God, but 
It alfo difpofiefres him of his eHate : It waftes all that enher 
the provident care of thy progenitors, or the blefting of God 
upon thine own induftry, bath obtained for thee. And bow 
will this.fting like an adder, when thou ftialt confider it? 
Apicus the Roman» hearing that there were feven hundred 
crowns only remaining of a fair eftate that his father had left 
him, fell int6 a deep melancholy, and, fearing want, hanged 
himfelf, iaith Seneca. And not to mention the miferies and 
forrows they bring hereby upon their families, drinking tjie 
tears, yea, blgod of their wives and children : Oh ! what an* • 
accou^it will they give to God, when the reckoning day comes I 
Believe it, firs, there is not a ftiilling of your eflates, but God 
wUl reckon with yoo for the expence thereof.. If you have ^^ 
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/fi^i if tflpdn jrmr \n9t, whilft tbeneccffity of fom f^ilksi ^ 

tfm poor^ called upoo yoa for it ; I (hould be ioth to bare jour 

4bc6ttilt to mak6, for i thoufaod times sbore tbdQ ever ybo poT- 

f(^fle4. O woftti fcxpieacc^ ^bat is fbllo\jired #ith foch dreadftl ' 

reckoQiDgsi 

jfir^. 5* Cdnfider what vile and igtromioioiic chari^AirS the 
^p\x\i of God bath fut opoa the fubjeAs'of this fin. The 
fcViptcir^ et^r^ whert notes them for iofaitioui^ and noft abo- 
ItoHiable perfobs. When £11 fuppbfed Hairaah to be druakeii, 
** Godot. dot thine baodmaid a daaghtcr. of fieltal/' faid (he, 
t Sam. i. 1 6. KoW| a fon or daugbter of Bplial ts^ in fcripture* 
«taii^»ge, the vtleflof men or womed. Se Plain Ikix* la. 
'* They that fit in the gate, fpeak agaioft iiie» and I am the 
** faeigofdrtmkards/' (x. e.) of the baieft aod vilefi of men, as 
IdM dppofitfoB plainly (hews ; for they are oppoTcd to liicm that 
fjt in the gate* that is honourable perfens. . Tht Lord would 
tfa^e kis people (hmi the focrety of fach as a peft. Dot to eat 
l>irith lbem» i Cor. v. 1 1. Yea, tbe fciiptnre brands them Wfth 
fffttirol ; th^y a^ fuch as have loft the feni^ and expedation of 
i^tf day of judgment *, n^iod not aaothe/ world> aor'do they 
4odk for the timing of the Lord, Mat^h. xxiv. 27, 28. He 
dbitb rh6 Lor<} ddayeth his coitiiog, and then falls a drinking 
idfith the drunkard. The thotights of that day will make them 
Jeave their ctfps, Of thdr cups will drown the though ti of fuch 
A day. And will not all the coAtempt, (hame, . and infamy 
:^hi€h the Spirit of God hath poured otk the he^d of .this fio, 
cauie thee to abhor it t Do not^l godly, yea'moral perlon^ 
abhor the drunkard ? Oh ! metbinks the fhaibe that attends k, 
.(hbuld be as a f eB€6 to keep thee ffoin k. 
. Jtg. 6. Sadly confidefv there caa be nothing of ttc f^nftify- 
ing Spirit in a foul that is under the dominibn of this luft ; for 
Upon the firft difcovery of the grate of God, thie fool renono* 
Jefes ib^ governto«it of fenluality : " The grace of God that 
•* briogeth falvatiob, ttachtth men toiiire iobefly/' Tit. iL 
T I, 12. That is one of its drh effeA^. Drtioketinefs indeed 
nay befooqd among heathens, that are loft in tht darknefs of 
ijgnaraacd ; but it may not be once oamed^amoiig the cblldreo 
"of ftie diy, ' " They that be dtonkcn, are dninkefi in the 
>• night : but let os that are of the day, be fobtr," 1 Thcff % 
7» 8. And the apoftles ofteti oppofe wine and the Spirit as things 
^OOkjtatibte, Eph. V. 18. *« Be dot drtfok with wine, .whcreio 
*• ii exCfefs ; btrt be filled with this SfJirrt.". So Jode 19. " Sea- 
^* ftiiil, not having the Spirit." Now, what a dreadful coniidc- 
rattoa \% this I *' if any man baic fiot the Spirit of CbiUl^ be m 
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•' ooiic of hb/' Rom, vUl, 9. Senfual pcrfoos hate Dot it^ 
Spirit of Chrift, a^d fo cad be none of bis. It is trae^ Noab^ 
.a godly mai^, once fell ioro this fib ; bui, as Theodor^t fairh^ 
aod riiat truly, it, proceeded ai mexperiiniia nmabinttmpi* 
rantia^ftom ^»aDt of experience of .the farce add power of the 
£rape, not from iocemperaace ; and, befides, we find not that 
ever he was again overtaken with that fin ; bnt thou knoweft 
it, and yet perfiftcft. O wretched creature ! the Spirit of Cbrift 
cannot dwell in thee. The Lord help thee to lay it to head 
'fedJyJ 

Ar^, 7. It fs a fin over which many direful woes and threats 
1)aog io the word, like (b many lowring clouds, ready to pour 
down vengeance upon the heads of fuch finners. Look, as th^ 
condition of the (aints is compalTed round with promifes, fo is 
Tours iVith threatenings, Ifa. v. 1 1. ** Woe to them tfaat'rile u|» 
'* earjy in the morning, that they may follow tlrong drink, and 
** >^ontiQue until night, until wine inflame them/' So If. xtviiu 
I, 2. " Woe to ifhc crown of pride, to the drt^nkardi of E* 
^* phraim,*^ 6c. with many other, too long to enumerate here, 
Mow, confidcr what a fearful thir\g"it«is to be under theft: 
woes of God ! Sinper, I fatfeech tbee^ do not make light of them* 
for they will fall heavy • aflure thyfelf not one of them (bail 
Tail tio the ground ; they will all take phice u{»on thee, ekcelit 
thou repent. 

There are woes of men, and woes of God : God*8 woes are 
true woes, and make fheir condition wofol, to purpofe, oa 
t^hbm they fall. Other woes, as one faith, do but touch thlK 
skin, but thefe ftrlke the foul ; other Woes are but temporal, 
thcfe are eternal ; others do only part betwixt irs and our out* 
Ward comforts, thefe betwixt God and us for ever. 

Arg 8. Drunkennefs is a leading fin, which has a great re* 
tinue and attendance of other fins waiting oii it; it tsiikeu 
Todden land- flood, which brings a great deal of dirt with It. S0 
that fook as fai^h excels among the graces, becatrfe it enlivens^ 
aAuates, and gives ftrength to them, 10 is this amona fins* It is 
Dot fb much a ipecial fin againft a fingle precept of God, as a 
general violation of the whole law, (aith accurate Amefius. Ic 
doth not only call oS the guard, but warms and qdckens all 
other lofts,. and fo'^expofes the foul.to be proAltuted by them, 
(i.) It gives occafioo, yed, Is the real caufe of many cooten- 
tions, and fatal quarrels^ P*ov. xxni. 19. " Who hath woe^ 
-<* Who hath forrow? Who lyith ^contentions] babbling, wound* 
»• i^tthoat cau&f Tbty Aat tarry long at the win*,** dt 
' Vol.. Vt t? u 

. '1 
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Coateotioas and wooDds are^ the ordinary CiTc^s of drookesr 
neetlogs : Wbeo reafon is dcpofed/aod iud heated, what will 
fiot mea attempt ? (2.) Scc^s aad reproaches of th^ ways aod 
people pf God« Pfal. l;0x;. 12. ^^ David was the (oDg of the 
*^ drunkards.** (3.) It is the great incendiary of luft : Yon 
ihall find rioting and drankenneis joined with chamberiog and 
wantonnefs, Rba». siii« 1^ Nun^uam egp ebrium cafium putabv, 
faitb Hierom ^ I will never think a drunkard te be cbaAe. So- 
baion plainly tells us what the iflue will be, Prov. xxiii. 33. 
** Thiae eyes (hall behold a ftraoge woman, and. thy heart (h^U 
** utter perverit things," fpeaking of the drunkard. It may b« 
called Gad, for a troop followeth it. Hence one apttp calls it, 
The devifs BridU, by which he lurnetb the (inner which way be 
pleafes ; be that is overcome by it, can overcome no other fin. 

Jrg. 9. But if nooe of the former eonCderations can pre- 
Vail, I hope thefe two laft may, unlcfs all fenfe and tenderne& 
be lolh ConCder, therefore, in the 9th phee, that drunkards 
are io fcripture marked out for hell f the characters of death are 
npop thern^ Yon (hall find them pinioned with other fons of 
death, i Cor. vu 9, icr. "Know ye not that the unrtghteons 
<' (hall not iiiherit the kingdom ot God T Be not deceived ; 
'* Neither fornicators, nor idobtevs,. nor adulterers, nor eSe* 
** niinate, nor abufers of themfetves with mankind, nor thieves, 
^' nor covetous, oor [drunkards}^ nor revikrs, aor extortion- 
** ers, (hall inherit the kingdom of God."^ Oh dreadful thunr 
der-bolt ! Be is not ajhep but dead, that is not Aartled at it. 
Lord, how are guilty linners able to face fuch a text as this is f • 
Oh foul I dareflf thou- for a fuperfitious cup^ adventure to drink 
a cup of pure umtiiTced Wfath t & think when the wine 
iparkles in the glals, and gives Us colour, riiink, I fay, what a 
cop of trembling is in tho hand of the Lord for thee. Ti «tt 
wilt not now believe this r Oh I but the day is coming, when 
ihou Hialt kaoW the price of thefe brutifh pleafures.. Oh I it 
will then fling like an adder. Ahf this. (hort lived beadly 
pleafure is the price for which thou felleA heaven, and rivers oiF 
pieafure that are at God's right hand. 

Ob), ffut iBopc IJbaUreftfa^ and then tUs text eon be w 
far to my falvation. . 

ScfL True i if God (hall give thee repentance, it couM not. 
But, in the lafl place, to awaken thee choroughly, and ftartle 
thy fecure canfcieace, which fenfuailry bath brawned and cao* 
lerized, let me tell thee, t 

^rg. 10. That itis a fin out of whofe power few, or Donif» 
ato ever rcfcued and rcchumed. "On this accoa&t it was tfiat &( 



6/ tie SiB ^ Brmhm^ 339 

AngnSiae called it the pit 9f hell. He that is addtfted to this 
iin^ becomes iocurable, faith a * reverend diviae ; far feldbm».0r 
never have I known a drunkard reclaimed. And its power to 
Jiold the foul in fubje^on to it, lies in two things efpeciafiy t 
(i.) As it becomes liabitoal ; and habits are noteafily broken, 
' Be pieafed to view an example in the cafe, Prov. xxiii. 3;/ 
'< They have ftricken me, ibalt thou (ay, and I was not fick; 
*' they have beaten me, and I felt it not. < When (hall I awake \ 
*• 1 will feek it yet again." (2.> As it " takes away the heart," 
Hof. iv. II. that is, the 4snder(tanding, reafon, and ingenuity 
^ a man, and fo makes ^m nocapabje of being r^latmed by 
•counfel. Upon this accent at was that Abigail would noi 
Ipeak leis or mbre to Nabal, until the wine was gone out of 
4)im, 1 Sam. xxv. 36, 37. Plainly intimating, that no whole- 
fome cojcmfel can get inj until the wine be gone out, Whea 
one asked Cleoftratus, whether he were not a(hamed to be 
-drunken, he tardy replied^ ' And are^Hot.you aftamed to ad- 
', moni(h a drunkard V Intimatiog that no wife man would 
Cad away an admonitioti upi^n iuch an one.' And it bbtonly 
renders them uncapable of connfel for the time, but by de* 
grees it befots and infatuates them ; which is a Tery grievotu 
(Iroke from God npon them, making way to then- eternal ruiU:. 
So th^n you. fee upon the whole, what a dangerous gulp^ the 
fin of drunkennefs 15. I beg yon, for the Lord's lake, and by 
all the regard you have to your foids, bodies and eihtes, be- 
ware of it. b confider thefe ten arguments'! have here pro- 
duced againft it. I fliould haire proceeded to anfwer the feve« 
ral pleas and excnfes you have for it ; but I mind brevity, and 
Ihail (hut up this fir(V caution, with a very pertinent and ingd- 
nions poem of Mr George Herbert, miiis Temple. 

Driuk not the' third gla&, which tho^o canft not tame 

When once it is wichin thee ; but before 
May'A rule it as thou lift, and pour the (hame 
Which it will pour to thee, upon the floor. 
It is moft juft to throw that on the ground, 
Which would throw me there, if 1 kept the round. 

' fle that is drnnken, may hjs mother kill, 

Lie with.bis After : he bath loft the reins ; 
f 9 0Qtlaw*d by himlelf ; all kind of Ul 
J>id with the liquor (lide into the veins. 
• U u 2 : 

* " .• 

♦ Amef, de Confc. /* i^^ ^ 
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•f he drtrakirci torteits man, a ad vioth flfttft 
AM worldly right, Usft what he ba? by bcaft. 

Shall 1, to pleafe diipther*$ wmcfprufig suad, 

Loit; all my awn \ Qod has g^vea mc a ^eafur^ 
Short of hia cam «Mi ix>dy ; muft 1 find 
A paia ia that wbercio be 6«ds \ plcaiqre ? 

Suy 4t Ae third pjai» ; if ^^^ lo'^c t^iy hohi» . 
Thca tl^on 4rt a|Qdcft» biy the nvioe grows boUU 

V reafim-mofe oot gallams, cjutc the rootn, 

(All IB a Aipwreck (hift tfaeir fev^ral w»y,) 
l^t not a comiBOO rithi thcc iotemb : 
Be net a beaft in courtefiea ; btttih^y^ 
Stay at the tWrd gfafe, or forego the place * 
Wiae^ above aH things, doth God*s flainp^deface^ 

CAUTION n. 

*1r H E feeoiid evil I (hall deal with, is the evil of the rocgue. 
^ which, as St James (airh^ is fuU of deadly poifon, oaths« 
CUifes, blafphemi^s \ aod this poKon it icatters vp aod dowQ 
the ^orld in all places ; aa uai^tned member that oooe can rolci 
Jam. iii. 7, ^, The fiercefl oi beads, have been tamed by maoi 
^s the apoftle there oblen^s, which is' a relic of his old fupe* 
riority ai^d dosaloioik over theap : hot tbis is an aitfuly member 
that none can tame bi^t he th^t made it; 00 beaft (b fierce and 
crabbed as this is. it may be« I may be bitten by it for my la- 
l^oor and eodeavaurs to pnt a. refiiraint apoa it ; but I (bail ad- 
venture it. My defi^n is not to di(hot^onr or cstafperate yon ; 
but if my faithfolneis to God a&d you (bould accidentally do 
fo, I cannot help that. 

Friends, Proyidence ofientimes cbnfines many of yao toge- 
ther within the narrow limiu of a (hip, where you have time 
enough, and,, if your hearts were (and^ified, manv choice ad^ 
vantages of rdifying OAe ^inother. Q wbat traalcendeoc iub^ 
^efts doth Providence daily prefent you with, to take op yoor 
difcouribs ! How maqy experiences of extraordinary CEiercies 
^nd pretervations have you to relate to one another, and blefs 
the Liord for 1 Al(o, how many works of' wonder do yoi^dailf 
I»eh0it4> "^hto go d<>w«r into the deeps > Q what heamJy em- 
pioyn^ei^t ir here for yonr tongues | bow (Itoiild they be ulklng 
of all his wonders l^ Bow fiionldyoii callrBpoa each other, aa 
pavid did, Pfal. IxvS. 16 '• Come hither, and Iwill tell you 
^^ wha^ €od hath done for my foul," at fiich a time, in fnch 
M ^t((Q$t| ; t{or# (hbttld ^t| eail ^n'cpc another to fay 
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^ ^ ^ows yotir lips have ottered iu jowdWrc&i?' Tbut 
Ai^ould oBe provoke aoother to this angelical work, a» one Uveljr 
bird fets the whole flock a chirpiog. 

But tell me. Sirs, (houid a mao come aboard yen at fea* aod 
ask of you, as Cbrtft did of thofe two dUcH>l^ gt>iog to Etiama^ 
us, Lukexxiv. 17. *' What maooer of commooicatioa ia thtf 
•* that ye hate by the way ?'* Q what a fad accoont wowld he 
kave from mod of yon ! It may be he fltoold Imd ooe jtfiing^ 
afid aootheF fwearing^ a third revHing godiiocfs^ and the pro«r 
le|E>rs of it ; ib that it woald be a Iktie heii for a feiiqiiaCbri^ 
fiiao to be confined to your iociety. Thtt is Bot, I am coufi* 
dent, the manoer of all. We have a company of mote (bbett 
fe^meo, and bltiTed be God for them ; but iiirely that Aaads 
the caie w|th moft of yon* O what finfF is here from perfooa 
profeifiog ChHftianitf, aBd-bordering clofe upon the GoafiacaaC' 
Heraity, as yoa do ? 

It isfiormy purpofe to write of all the difeafes of the toagoe; 
that would fill a volume^ and is inconfiileat witb my intended 
brevity. Who can recount the evils oi the tongue ? The apo* 
Ale (aiih. *' It is a world of ioiquity/' Jam, iii.6* And if ihcra 
he a world of fm in one member, who' can number the fins o£ 
$11 the members ? Laarentius reckons as many fiis of ihe 
tongue, as there are letters in the alphabet. Aod it is an ob" 
lervable note that one hath upon Rom. iii. 13, 14 That whe» 
Papl anatomizeth the natural man there, he infiiieth longer up* 
on the (^gans of fpeech, than ali the other members : '* Their 
^' throat is an open fepulchre, with their tongues they have uied 
** deceit ; the poifon of irfps is under their lips, their mouth il 
^ fall of cur/tng and bitternefs.'' 

' Bar, tq be ftiort« we find the Spirit of God in fcripture com« 
paring the tqngM to a tree, Prov. xv. 4. '^ A wholefome ton^^^a 
** is a tree ol life."* And words are the fruit d[ the tree^ l(a^ 
Ivii. 1 z. *^ 1 create the fruit of the lips." Some of theic iitea 
bear precious fruits, ^nd it is a lovely iight to bcHold thtm 
laden with them in their feafons, Prov. xxv. 11^ ** A yord fit-i 
** ly fpoken, is like apples of gold in pi^ures of filvcr/' Such ^ 
. a tongue i$ a tree of life. Others of thefc trees bear tvil fruit,^ 
grapes of Sodom, and cltiAers of Gomorrah. I (hall only \n^ 
1^ upon two ibrts of tbefe frdts^ viz. (1.) Withered, fapiei^ 
fruit; I mean idle and unprofitable words. (2.) Rottea and 
cortopt fruit;, I misae, prophane oaths, andprophanatioBioC 
the facred name of God. No fruit in the world fo apt to coi« 
fupt and taint, as the fruit of the lips. When it is fo, the 
$?ii£tfffr caUs kfm^fof A»^j wrt»p( or Wtea r^mww^ioo^ 
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Eph^ b. 29. To prcTeot this the Sfint of God prdbibeS w 
cxceileac way to feafoa oar words, aod keep them fwcet and 
found, that they may neither wither, nor become idle and iap* 
lefs, or potrify and become rotten, as prophane words are, 
CoL iv. 6. /' Let your fpeech be always with grace, feifoned 
** with fait, that yon may know bow to aafwer every man," 
Oh ! if the fait of grace were once caft into the foantain, the 
heart ftreams mnft needs become more favonry and pleafaat, 
as the waters of Marah when they were healed. My pre- 
lent work is to attempt the cure of this doable evil of idit 
words^ and propbdme tmths, whereof thoafands among yon aie 
lleeply guilty. 1 (hall begin with the firft, viz. 

L IDLE WORDS. That is, ufeiefs chat, noprofitable 
talk, that is not referred any way to the glory of God. Tius 
is a common evil, and little regarded ky moA men ; bat yet a 
(ia of feverer aggravations than the moft imagine : light word^ 
weigh heavy in God*s balance* 

yirg. I. For, firi\. The evil of them is exceedingly aggrava- 
ted by this : they abafe and pervert the tongae, that nobie 
member, from that employment and ufe which God by the law 
of creation defigned it to, God gave not to man the organs 
and power of fpeech (which is his excellency above the beafis) 
to ferve a paflton, or vain humour, to vent the froth and vanity 
of his fpirit ; but to extol the Creator, and reader him the praiie 
of all his admirable aod glorious works. Bor though the crea- 
tion be a carious well tuned iDllrument, yet laaa is the mufi- 
cian that mull touch it, and make the melody. This was tiie 
end of God in forming thofe inilrumeats aud organs : but now 
hereby they are (ubjedl to Satan and luf^, and employed to the 
din oQour of God that made them. God is pleafed to fuipend 
the power of fpeech (as we fee in children) until reafon b^ias 
to bud ia them : they have not the liberty of one, until they 
have the ufe of the other ; which plaiuly Ihews, that God is 
not willing to have our words run wafte. 

Jrg. 2. It is a fioful wafting of our precious tibae ; and that 
puts a further aggravation upon it. Confider, (irs, the time of 
lif^ is but a little Ipot betwixt two eternities* The long- 
foflPering God wheels about tbofe glorious celeAial bodies over 
yoar heuds in a couAaot revoluttpn, to beget time for you ; aod 
the precioufnefs of every minute thereof refults jfrom its ale 
aud end : it is intended and afforded as a fpace to you to repeat 
ia, .Rev.ii. 21. And therefore greai things, depend upon in 
no lefs tiian your eternal happincis or miiery hangs upon tboie' 
precious opportunities. Every minute, of it bath 9a io&aM£ 
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f afo ctirtiity. How wonid ihc damned value one hoor of it, 
if they might enjoy it f The bufiaeft yoo have to do 10 it, is of 
tidipeakabte weight and concernment: this great work, this 
IoqI work, and eternii!y-work/ lies upon your hands ; yoa are 
.caft into traits of time about it : and, tf fo, O what an evil is 
it in you, to wafte it away thtis to no purpoie ! 

Afg. 3. It is a fin ^at few arc feofiblc of, as they arc of o- 
ther nns, and therefore the more dangerous. It is conraionly 
committed, and that wichoot checks of conrdence. Other (ins, 
fis murder and adcrUery, though they be horrid fms, yet arc but 
feldom comrhicted, and when they arc, Confcience is ftartled at 
the horridncfs of them ; few, except they be prodigionj 
wretches indeed, dare make light of them. But now for idk 
and vain words, there are Umurocrablc fwarras of ttefe every 
day, and few regard them. The intercourfc betwixt the heart 
and tongue is quick ;^they are quickly committed, and as eafi* 
ly forgotten. 

Arg. 4. And then, 4thly, They have mifchievouf effefts up- 
on others. How ioag doth an idle word, or fooiifh jeft, ftick 
10 mens minds, and become an occafion of much fin to them \ 
The froth and vanity of thy fph-it, which thy tongue to freely 
veats among th'y vain companions, may be working in their 
minds, when thou art in the dull, and ibbe tranfmitted from 
one to another ; for unto that no more is requifite than an o^* 
jeBive exiftence of thofc vain words in their memories. And 
thus mayeft thou be finning in the perfons of thy companions, 
when thou art turned into duft. And this is one reafon that 
Stiarez gives for a general judgment, after men have pafled their 
particular judgment hnmedtately after their death, • Becauie' 

• (faith he) after this, multitudes of fins by their means will 

* be committed in the world, for -ti^hich they muft yet be judg- 
' ed ^ a fuller meafure of wrath.' So that look as many of the 
precious fervants of God/ now in glory, have left many weighty 
and holy fayings behind them, by which many thoufands of ibuls 
have been beneficed, and God glorified on earth, after th%y had 
left it : fo thou leaveft that vanity upon the mind' of others be- 

' hind thee, by which he may be di(hoaoared to many genera- 
tions. And then, 

n. For PROPHANE OATHS, the corrupt fruit of a grace- 
lefs heart ; oh ! how common iire thefe among you ? Yea, the 
habit of fwearingis fo ftrengthcncd in iame, th^t they have loft 
all fenfe and confcience of the fin. Now, oh ! thaf I might 
prevail with you to repent of this wickWncfs, and break the 

' force <^ this cdftomary evil among you ! will you but. give me 
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the reading of a few pi^ qiore, and weigh Ivkb the ttaSm^ 
flien» what yoa read ? if yon wUi oof hearkco to coimfel, U i$a 
fatal figQ, a Cor. it. 15, 16. aod yoa fhaU moarii foetus obfli- 
«aq^ hereafter, Pro v. v. 12, 13. Defperate is that evil that 
foorDsihe remedy. And if yoa have patieoce 10 read it, die 
Lord give you an heart to coofidtfr what you read, aod obey tbe 
ooimfels of God ; >or elfe it were better ^thioe eyes had oever 
iees thefe lines. Well, the», I befeech yoQ coofider, . 

Arg, 1 . That prophane oaths are ao high aboie of the<biead- 
M aid facred oame of God, which fhoold neither be ipoken or 
thonght lof Withom the deeped awe and reverence^ It is the 
taicingof that faaed name ia vaio, Eitod* xx. 7* Now God is 
exceeding tender and jeaioaa over his name ; it is dear to hira ; 
his name is dreadful and glcrious ; Mai. i. 14. *i lAtn a great 
^** king, and ny natne is dreadfoi among the heatb«o J* Tbe 
•heathens would not. opdinarily mentjon^ the names of foch is 
they reverenced. Suetonius faith, that Auguftus prohibited 
the common xxk of his -name : he thonght tt ao indignity to 
Jiaw his name tqfled u|> and down in every one's mouth. Yea, 
fays Dp Willet-on Exod. xx. it was a nfe Among them to keep 
£bcret fuch names as they would have in reverence. They dorfi 
ikot mentioQ the name of D^mogorgoo, whom they held to he 
the fir A God : they thought when he was oamed^ the earth 
woirfdtremUe. Alio the Bame of Mertorius TteCn^idos, 
"Was very fparingly ufed, bccaufe of that reverence the peepk 
h.td for hrm. Now confider« /haii poor worms be (o tender of 
prcferving the revet cnce of their ncrnes ! Shall not beathens 
dare to ufe the names of their id(?>ls; and (hall the iacred and 
dreadful name of the true God be thu9 bandied up and do«a 
by tongues of his-own creatures ? Will not God be avenged 
f6r thefe abufes of his nat&e ? Be confident, it (hall ope day 
be fanftiged upon .you in ; udgQient, becaufe ye did not fao£tify 
At according to your doty. • 

Arg. 1, Swearing is a part of the wor(hlp of God; and 
therd^re profane fweartng can be no lefs than the profanation 
-of bis wor^ip, and robbing him of aU the glory he has there 
by ; Deut vi. 13. " Thou (halt fear the Lord thy God, aod ^ 
•* fervc him, and fhalt fwear by his name.** So Jer iv. 2. 
*< Thou (halt (wear the Lord ifveth in trmb^ ki j-udgment, 
" and in ri|»htcottfnefs.*' If a man fwear by God after this 
naanner, God is /exceedingly glorified thereby. Now* that yoa 
may (ee what re^'enue of glory God hath from tWs part of his 
worihip, and how it becomes a- part of div.ine worihip. yoo 
mvtSt know tbcc^ aa oath b nothing dfe^ but tif n/img tf* 



AjUra^'S dSvim tefiinony^for the confirmatkn (^tittrvi^ 
tf our Uftimony : Hcb. vi. i6. " For men vcriJy fwear by tho 
<* gMkiser^ Uttd m oath for [cotifirmation] is te tlieofi an end 
•< «.aitftfifc." The caittipfioii of human nature by the fal)^ 
hm lfifl«k malifudi a lalfe an4 fiukle crearur«^ that his finffl^ 
teftiviiHty c^:ifiorbe fuiHoient iecnritir for another, e^ciallf 
in weighty orfeS) to reft upon > and tnerefore in fwearixlg, he 
calledi God for a iii^i(»iaf»^f the- truth of that he affirms, oi^ 
prcmifetk ; I fay, calltth Ood tt> be a witkiefii of the truth oi 
tihat faefakh, becaufcheis truth kIMff and cannot lie, Heb*. 
vi. it; Now this calKngibr, oraikingof ateftimony from God^ 
makes an otth become a part of God's worihip, and giteahitn 
a gresftdeal of gbnjr dnd honour ; for hereby he that firearetfa^ 
acknowledgetb his tjmni/cUncy, and infailibU truth and righ^ 
temifnefu His tmnifcimoy \% acbnoWlcdged : for by this appe^ 
tO'hitn^ we imptir aind acknowledge him to be tlie fearcher ^ 
thr/fMrt and r^ru t tbtt he knows: the fecfet intents and 
meaning of our fjiirtts« His fupttou and mfaUiUe tndh is alio 
acknowledged r for.^us k mamfeftly carried in an oath, that 
Ihongh I am afalfe Md deceitful csreature, and mv affirmatiow 
csaiMt obtain univeifal and full credence^ yet be tnat is. greater 
Shdn If by wboie name I fwear^ caitnot deceivei And, laftly^ 
\L\»tightebufnefs is acknowledged in an oath : for he that fwcari* 
eihdotfc, either exprefshy or imfticitfyy pat himfelf under th^ 
^urfe and wr^b of God, if he fwear falfely^ fiTeryoath hath 2ii 
eMCration or imprecation in it, Neh* ik^zp. ^ They entered 
«.« ineof a curfe, andan43ath, to wadk in God's hLW/' And lb 2 Cor. 
r. 23. " Icall God for a record upon my foul." And the ufiial 
fana^ in the Old Teftament was^ ^ The Lord da fo t6 me, and> 
^*^ more alfo**' Now hereby God hath the glory of hi? rigbte^* 
tfufnefs and juftice grmen bim by the creature, and therefore it 
16 a choice part of the divine worfhip^ or of that homage whiclt 
a dreature pweth to hid Cod. And if this be fo, then how 
daftly dny ' the fin of rafli and profane oaths be ..hence argued 
and aggravate t The more excellent any thing is by an inftir 
totion of God, by fo much more horrid and abominable is the 
abujEe thereof. O bow 060m k the dreadful ma}efty of heareit 
and earth called to witnefs to frivolous things ! and oft to be a. 
wiiteefii <tfoorTage and fury! so 1 Sam. liv. jp^ Is it a light 
^ing ttD rC)b him of his peiluiiar glacy^ and fulijed poor ioula 
t0 his cttfie and wranh, who has feii), <* He will be a'Cwifb 
^ wiCMAagainftyoa?'' jtfal.iiL5. H^rtteigueaarenizfibUr 
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in commitittg this fin, and God will be fwift in pwnilhiny 

of it. 

Arg. 3* It is a fin which God hath feverely threatened to pu-^ 
niihy and that with temporal and corporal plagues : ^ For \>j 
*< reafon of oaths, the land mourns^" Hof. iv.29^. That is^^ 
it brings the heavy judgment of Grod upon i^Aiole nationsy un« 
dcr which they ihall mourn. And in Zech. v. 2, ,3«-4- You 
have there a roll of curfesy (h e.) a catalogue of judgmeno 
and woesy^ the Ungth thereif twenty cubits^ (i. ^. teir yar&)r 
^ ip fet out the multitude of woes contained in it : it is a long 
catalogue,, and a flying, roll^^ to denote ^kitfw^tnefs of it : it 
flies towards the houfe of the fwearet \ it makes hiafte. H^ 
judgments that are written in it Ikiger not, but are even in pain 
to I^ delivered. And thas flymg roH^. fuUiof dreadful woes^. 
ties and eatess into die houi'e of the fw^earer ; and HjbaU tbert- 
m remain^ faith the Lord ; it ihall cleave to his famii^ ; none 
fliall claw off thefe woes from him : and it ihall conlume the 
timber thereof, and the ilones thereof,. {U e.j^ bring utter fub- 
▼erfion, ruin, anddeiblarion^to his houie. O dreadful fint 
what a defolation doth- it make V youc mouths are full of oathSy 
and your hou^ ihalL be full of eurfes.. Woe to that wretched 
family, into which thi^ flying roUihcdl eater! Woe, liaf, ta* 
the wretched inhabitants the^of 1 ** The corfe of tlmLclrdy 
^ (faith Solomon) is in the hmiie of die wicked ^ but he Uef* 
« feth the [habitation] of the juil,'*Prov. iti. 33. Tuguripiint 
(i. e.) iaith" Mercer, hit poor little fyriement or cottage^ liiere 
is a blefling, the.promifesy like douds of bkflk^, dwell over it^ 
and drop mercies^^ on it ;, buta. curfe ki tiie heufe of the lack- 
ed; Ah ! how many ftately manfiohs are thece^ in* whicb lit- 
tle other language but oaths and curies^ave beard ! and thcie 
are as fo much gun^wdar laid under the foundation: of iftem^. 
whiclv, when juftice ihall fet fire to, O what werk will it makel 
woe to the inhabitants thereof! well then^ bceak off t&isfio: 
by repemanee,. unlefs you intend to ruiiTyour families andi 
bring ail thts-eur&s^of God into your houies : If you have no 
pity for youifelves, yet pity your-^jofterity 5. have mercf for 
your wives and children ; do not ruitt. alitor the indulgence of 
a luft. 

Jrg. 4. But that is not all ; k brings (bul-judgm«its and fpi*^ 
ritual plagues upon you : it brings hell along with it. And if 
thou be not afraid to fin, yet, methinks, thou ihoiildft. be a- 
firaid to btimi: if the love of God can work nothing upiMi Ay 
brawny heart, yet, methinks, the terrors of the Lord ihould 
iSiartle and affright it. To tUs purpofe, ^ befeech you weq^h. 
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«ibdfe fGrif^res ; znAy mechinks^ \m\db God hath loft all hijs 

-authority with you, and hell all its terrors^ it ihould ftartle you. 

The fiift is that .dreadful fcripturei James ▼• 12. <' But above 

-^ all things^ my hrethre&y (wear not 1 neither by heaven, nei-* 

^* ther4>y the earth, neither by any other 4>ath $ but let yoilr 

^ yea» be yea; andtyournay, nay^ left ye fall into [condem- 

^^ iiattm«"3 O view this text ferioufly ! methinks it fhould be 

like the fingers that came foitb and insrote upon the wall that 

dreadful fentence that chasged-thecountenaace of a king, and 

•tihatia thefaei^»f a frolic humour, and made Jiis knees 

finite together. Mark, [above aUtiingsJf a form of vehemen- 

«]r aod eameftae^ likethat, £ph. vi. 16. ** But above all, tak- 

^^ ing the ftield of faith." As faith hath a prelation there be- 

Ibfe all the graces, fo fwearing here before aU other vices* 

'fSvfeMr^ifit^f (i. c*) vainly 9 rqfbfyf prrfanely : forotherwifeit 

is a lavrfiildiing, andapartof God's worfliip, a^I have (hewed : 

4»ut fweamot vain oaths, by the creatures, heaven, or earthy 

^c^ Which is to advance, the creasture into die -room of God: a 

fin to which the Jews were much addided* But, *^ Let your 

*<< yea, beyea; and your nay, nay 4" (i. ^.) accuftom your- 

Xdves to (hort aad plain affirmations and negations, to a (imple 

and candid expreffion of your minds. And the thundering ar- 

igument that backs it, is this, \U/i,ye fall inH condemnation}! 

{i. e.) left for thele things the Judge of heav«n and earth pais a 

Sentence of condemnation to heUupop you, O, iirsi dare 

you touch with thtsliot ironr? dare you from henceforward 

commit that fin, that you know will bring you under the con* 

^enmation and judgment of God? Bo you know what it is 

fpr a ibul to be caft at God's bar^ did you never fee a poor ma- 

iet^Gtor tried at the affizes, and obferve how his face gathers 

|)alenefs, how his legs tremble, and death difplays its colours 

in his cheeks, when fentence is given upon him? Bat what is 

that to God's condemnation ? W4iat is a gallows to hdl ? A* 

siother text I would commend to your confidoration is that, 

.£xod. xx/7. «* The Lord will not 4iold him guiltlefs that 

^< taketh his name in vah»$'' where Tain oaths are efpecially 

included. Now, what doth God mean, when he faith, he will 

not hold him guiltlefs i The meaning is plain, his fins (hall 

he reckoned and imputed to him ; they {halliie upon his foul ; 

he fhall be boubd over to anfwer to God for them. O t6rri« 

ble fentence ! what foul can bear it, or ftand. before it ! <* Blef> 

'•« fed is the man (faith David) to whom the Lord imputcth 

^ not iniquity :" Surely then, curfed is that man to whom God 

JS X a 
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will impiite dsem : aad to tbe fwctxtx diejr iMl ^1) ibe4m|niBb'' 
edr if lie bceak not pff his fm by repcmanosy «nd |^ a Cbnft 
Xhe iboncr. .0 ! how dareft thoa dwk of gfiiog before tlic 
. Ia»^ widi tbe guilt^ ^ thy fins Jinoo tlsnee ? Whm (^rift 
would s^dounifter the Ytnr fpirit 4>f jof iptocnsfeoteiiceitot 
poor ri»ner» Mattb. tx. 2. He jlaid, ^< Son^ beof jood chfrf} tbf 
«< fin* he forgiven." And when God wouU t»i\xpQu tbc fun ' 
of all mifery into one wond, be iaith^ ^^ Hia fins ibifi He down 
«< with him in the duftf" Job xx. 1 1. Ah« &uli one of tibcfe 
jinjFS thou fliak be laid o» thy deadinbed> or &e the wavdSt ihai; 
Ss^X csG^mb thee, l^apiof and jroaring upon e«cry Ma i ao4 
~^«n ihou wilt Purely Jhave other thoughts of cke hiqppisiQft th«t 
lies in remiflioa of fin Aan thou haft. now. Obferve tho moft 
ineorrigibk finner then $ hark, how he fif H«» and gvoani^ iiod 
crnsi* Ah» Lord ! and tnuft I die? Andihen fee bow.tfa^ tear» 
:tjricJile down hia cheeks^ and hia heart ready tP htirft vithiaa 
JjiUR. Why* wh^tiathe matter ? X>h I the hxi, watt B0t parr 
j^ion binit he holda him g^uilty 1 If he wece fure fais fins ^lesr. 
Ibrgiyeii} then be could ^: but, oh/! to^pgixs befenc tbe 
Xofd in them, appals h^m, daunts him, kii]$ the very, heait 
pf him \ be would fain cry for suercy, but conicicace flops hia 
jnoutb* O, faith confcience, how canft thpu move i^hac tongue 
tf^ God in pniy«Kr for aoercy^ that hath fo often omt and tiMw 
^ia glorious name) by oaths at|d cur&s i JSirSf I pray you do 
liot Oiake light 4if ^efe things ; they will look wiihly upon 
you one of £efe days, except ye ju^eiiwnt it by ibund conver- 
iian, 

^f^g* S' Andthen» laflly, tp name no m»re, I pray yoir conn 
£der, that a euftom of vain words, and profane oadis^ i$ as 
plain 9f^ mdkatimi and difc&v^ry of ^i nniegenerate foul, aa 
sny in the world : thia is a fure fign thou are no^e of ChriA'si 
|}or hail any thing to do widi the psomifies and privileges of 
his pe<^e ; for by ^hi$ the Sqipture difttnguiihed die fotte of 
faiqt^ aiid fiunera, Eecl* is. a. << There is on^ event to the 
^^ righteou^ji and U> the wkked i tothe elean and to the unclean; 
<< tphimlhat £iqrifieeth,.^dtohi^^that iacrificeth not: aa 
f< is th^ good, fp ia the finner ; and he that fweaieth, a^ 
f< he that fearc^h an oath." Mark, he that fw^ar^, and he 
{hat fe^rcth an oath, do as m^ifeftly diftiiq;uifii the children of 
God niQfn wicked men, aa clean ai»i uacleatt, righiseous and 
wicked, i^cf ifict^g and not facrificing. , Th^ fruit of the 
^ngue plainly fliers what the tree is that bears it ; Ifa. ii* 
0. •^ The vile perfon will fpeak rfvillanyi and out of the a4 
^ fewd^^ce of ^e hcftrt t}x^ n^oi^h fpeaks." Loqu^re^ uf vi-- 



dh»«9 iatfl oiae I Speafc^ diat I fiday. fee what yon are; ' i.«jak 

:wk«t 46 i2i tbtt ht^Jitt tbat k wnted i>j, die tongue ; wfaer^ ^If 

«i«^fures«f jgrace aneia ibe»faQart» words .m'^iiftriag gciice wHl bft 

jsi tbelipa« PialmaciJtTO. go. ^^ Ti^ moi|th of tierigfauiMis 

.,^ ifMsabodi witdemf and bis tcmgtie talkedi of judgmoitJi 

^^ for (be ]av ctf.thc Lord is m bU beart.!' To tfaia fenfe wt 

muh umicrfbM ^at Scripture, M»tth. xii. 37« << B]ir tbf* 

-^ 'i?0r<ls thou fiialtijejufiifiedy and by tby wosds tboia ftak 

^^-he OQiidc»tned«" ^^ertakily, juftifiicatiiid: and condetmiatk- 

Cf)» in tbe doyof judgmem, ihall not pais upon, as fuerdy for 

jibp good or bad wmrds ire boive ijpoiiai; h\ft accordmg to tbe 

ftate oi the pex^oa, and frame of the ' beart. But the tneaMiiil; 

t6>^bft€ our iwonds ih^fu&iiy or Gondemit us ia chat day^ ms e*^ 

vidtntcecf the ftate imd ^meof ^ &ii]. We ufeto £nf, 

isicfa ^wftaeffos banged a man y tbe xneantng », tbe evidetwc^ 

dtey.gatseeaftiiidoohdeinxied4ini. O thiiikftriouflyoftilnt^ 

Jf£ mcnris eridence die fiate cf the foul, what a woeful flatt 

HXflfttbyfind needs be isi, whofis nftoutii overlowt with oacks 

and curasi Homr many wknefles will be besought in, to caft 

tbeeinthe great day ? << Your own tongue ihall then £iU u]^ 

f^ on fiOUt" as tbe expreffion is, I¥aL facsr* 8. And out of your 

Wfvm mautb God will ietdh sd^undant evidence to cpndemii 

you. And thus I haTe opened usobo you di/^ evil of vain wards, 

atad prolane o^s i and prefented to you»r view their fevcnd 

aggravations^ If by tbe£s things there be a relosting pang 

4ipQp ibiiie hearty, and' a iertous /^fqhdion of reformation, 

then I (hall commend thefe fp^ helps 6r means to thy 

fKrufal, aod concinde th^ <fiead. Ajid the firft help is 

ibis. 

Hdfi I. Serioufly Ax is tfay thoughts that Scripture, Matth. 
xii. 36* ^ But I &y unto you, that every idle word that men 
^^ fliajl fpeaJc, they fhall give an account thereof in tbe day e( 
f ( judgment.^ O let it (bond in thine ears day and night 1 O 
pmtder them Hi thy heart 1 IJJky untgyou] I that have alwayts 
wen in die Father's boTpm, and do fully know his mind, that 
I am conftitttted the Judge of quick and dead^ and do fully un*- 
derftand the rule of judgment, and the whole procefs thereof 
I fay, aad do afiuie ylDu, that [every idle viord that rnhnftkitt 
fpeak\ (u e.) c^try word that hath not a tendency and refer 
rence to the glory of God, though there be no other obliquity 
of evil in them than this, that they want a good end : ho# 
much mc^re then, fcutrilous words, bloody oatl^, iatid biafphe- 
mies ? [Menflkdl giifean account thereof f\ that is, fhall becaft 
%i^A condemned to (ufer tbe i»fath of God fi?r them } ^ ap- 
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peait hj that parallel Scripciiiiey i Fet. vr. 4, ;. Fer as tbc 
iearned Qb(cnre» there is plainly ^nut^ikpfU in tfaefewocds: 
the tmt^edenif to give an acooimt% is put for the confoqumt^ pi^ 
ciifliment, and condeaination to hell-fire ; the certainty Wher^ 
of admits butof thisone ciiception, viz. intenrenieatrepentanGey 
or pardon obtained th«ough tiie blood of Chrift here, before 
yon be preCcmed at that judgment-feat. O then, what a bridk 
fliottld this text be to thy extravagant tongve ! I remember 
Hierom was wont to fay; < Whether I eat or drink, or . what 
^ eydr I do, methinks I iUU hear the found of tfaefe words iii 
* mine ear, Arife, ye dead, and come to judgment/ O that the 
fomid of thefe words may be always in your ears ! 
. Ihlp a> Confider before you fpeak, and be not raih to uiater 
words without knowledge. He that ijpeaks what fae thinb 
not, fpeaks hypocriticidly ; and he that thinks not what to ijpeal^ 
ipeaks inconfiieratefy. You have caufe to weigh your wordt 
before you deliver d»em by your tongue ; for whether youd% 
^ft do not, the Lord pondirethi^m : records are k^of thesi) 
eUe you could not be called to an account for diem, as I (heir- 
cd you, you moft. 

UHp 3. Refign up your tongue to God every day, andbe^ 
]}im to guide and keep it. So did David» Ffal, cxK. 3. << Set 
<< a watch, O Lord, b^re my niputh, and keep thou the door 
:^ of my lips.'' B^him to keep youirom provocations and 
temptadons; or, if you fall into them, inn'ea^ him fer 
ftrength to rule your fpiritsin them, that you may not be am- 
quered by temptations. 

JIdp 4. But above, all,, labour to get your fouls deanfed and 
purified by faith, poiTefled with faving and gracious principles: 
all other means will be inefie^al without thi^. O fee the vile- 
neis of thy nature, and the neceflity of a change to pais upon 
il I Firft .make the tree good, and then fais fruit good : a new 
nature will produce new words an4 a^ons. To bind your 
fouls with vows and refohidons, while you are ftrangers fo 
a regenerate work, is to bind Sampfon with green widis, whilft 
his locks remain upon his head. I will ihut up this with tk 
advice of that divine poet, Mr. George Herbert ; it may bei 
it may tiS^& thee, and run in thy dioughts when thou art a* 
lone. 

Take not his name, who made thy mouth, in vain $ 

It^ctsthee nothing, and ha<^ no excufe. 
Luftl^iid wine plead a pleafure ; avarice gain : 

But the cheap fwearer, through his ppen fluicj^. 
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> Le^bis (cNid mn for nought, as little £«tfif%. 
Where I an Epicure, ) could hate fwearing. 

When thou doft tell another's jeft, therein 

Omit the oaths, which true wit cannot need : 
Pick out of talcs the mirth, hut not the fin. 
Hepares his apple that will cleanly feed. 
Ray not away the rirtuc of that name, 
Which is thy heft ftake, when grief makes thee tame. 

The cbeapeft fins moft dearly^punifb^d are> 

Becaufe to ihun them alfo is ijb cheap ^ / 
for we have wit to mark them^ and to fpare* 
O crumble not away thy foul's fair heap. ' 
If thou wilt die, the gates of hell are broads 
Pride and full fins I»ve made the way a road. 

.'"^C A UTI O N in. 

THEmextriaiiger I-Aisdl give you wamisg o^ is the fin <tf 
tunck0Mi/s \ with whkh I fefur too many fjS ^ rude' 
aad loofer fort of feamen defile tbemielTes i and poflibly, the 
tempt^iions to this> fin are advantaged, and ibengtbened upon 
them nu>fe than otfaer8> by their condition and employments. 
Let np man beoflSsaded that I here give warning, of this evil : 
I intend to afperie no man's peribn, or raiie up jeaioufy againft 
any ; but would faithfuUf dUcbarge my duty to all, and that 
in all thii]^s» It was the complaint of Salvian many hundred 
years ago, that he could not fpeak againft the vices • 
of men, but one or other would thus o^efb* Cnhr. Oeip 
* There he meant me ^ he hit me :' and b &9im lib* 4. Sah^ 
and ^et. ^ Ahs (as he rq>lxeth) it is not we . 
' that fpeak to you, but your own confcience } we fpeak to the 
< order, but confcience fpeaks to the perfon/' I fhall uie no 
other apolojgy in this cafe. That this fin is a dreadful gulpb, ai 
^uick fiind, that hath fucked and deftroyed thouiands, is truly, 
apparent both ifom Scriptur^ and experience. Solomon tellsi 
usy Prov. xxii. 14. that it is a << deep ditch, into which fuch 
*< as are abhorred of the Lord (hall fall/' Oh 1 the multitudeft. 
of dead that are there 1 and if fo, I cannpt in duty to Gcd^ 
or in love to you, be filent, where the danger is fo greats It ia 
both neierdleis, and befides my intention, her^ to infift largely 
upon the explication of the particulars in which uncleauneis is 
diftributed : the more ordinary and common fins of this kind 
^^e known by the namos of adultery and fornication. The latter 
is, when fingle perfonseome together^out of the ftate of mar- 
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riage. The fermet tSi when at leaft atit of dte {yeifon^ coai^ ^ 
Flitting unclesonefe i»G€>ntra£^ed in marriage. This now is 1 
the evil I (hall ^am you of. And, that tboii maLyoft neror ] 
fall into this pit, I ihall endeavour to fence and hedi§e up diy | 
way to it, by thcfe cnfuing argumcnu : and^ oh ! that the lighr - 
of every argument may be powerfully rcfle£lcd upon your con- , 
fdence! Many men are wife in generals, but very v:un It ' 
hmk^ytr/iiuiff in the reaiottings, or imaginations, as the ^pMs 
calls them, Rom* i. 2 1 . (i. e.J in their pfaBical inferenceu 
They are good at fpeculation, hut bunglers at appKcadon : but 
it is truth in the particnlars, that, like an hot iron, pierces ; and, 
oh ! that you may find thefe to be fuch in your foul ! To thaf * 
end, confide r, 

Arg. 1. The names^ and titles by which this fin is known ia 
fcripture, are very vile and bafe. Tnc Spirit of God, doubdcfi, 
hath put fuch odious names upon it. on purpofe to deter ani 
afiright men from- it. In general it is. caUed luft \ and fo (ai 
one ^oces) it bearetti the name of its mother : it i$ mulmmli 
in the abflraQ:, Nnmb. v. ig. filthinefe itfelf ; aH akorhinatkn, 
£zek^ xxH. 1 1 . And they that commit it are calledl aBrnmnMe^ 
Rev. xx5. ^. Varro faith> the vrord imports that which is not 
lawful to mention ; or, rather, abominaWe pcrf<>n», fuch as art . 
net fttfor the fbciety of men, fuch as (hould^ be hiffed out el 
all mcns.corftpany: they are rdther to be reckoned to bcrf» 
fhan men. Yea^ the fcripture compares them to the filAfeft 
of beads,, even to dogs. When Ifhboflieth changed thisfiff 
upon Abner, i Sam. iii. 5. M Art I a dog*8 heady (fiiith he) 
*• that thou chargcftme with a fault coHcertimg this woman ?* 
Afid in Dent, xxiif. 18. the *<^ hire <>fra whore," and tlv?"prid 
*« pf a dog/' are put togetbei^. Theexprdfien of tbislufli» 
#or<fe or geflfutcj is called neighing^ Jcr. v. €< Even as fed 
fcorfes do, that fcatter their l^uft promrfcuoufiyi Or^ if A^ 
fcripture fpealts of them as men, yet- it allows tl]iem but the 
pttemal Ihr.pe of men, not the thiderftanding of- ra«« 
Among the Jews they were c^led feols in Ifrael, 2 Sam. xm. 
1^. andfo Prov. vi. 32. ** WKofo eommittcthf^aduHery witk^ 
« worrtan, Tacketh underftandfngw"^ And fitmers, Luke v»i. 37* 
** And behold a womtn that was a [finner,}** that is^ a* 
cmifient notorious finnet ; by^ which term, (he fcripture dtcy- 
phers an unclean perfon, as if, «:mong fittners', there were iwbs 
of foch a prodigious ftature in fin althey. And we fiirf, tht< 
when the Spirit of God wotrfd fet forth any fin by an odkm* 
liame, he calls it adultery ; fo idolatry is called adukery, ^tA» 
xvi. 3?. And indeed- dbis fpkitadtttd corporal adokeqF^tife*' 



-tfines ft^ibtniQ u^ theJbtae perfons.^ They tkat gtv^ theitr- 
4«t9es IJ^ to th«. QQCii ar^ by n righteous hand of God, given 
M1^ to the otb^, d6 it k too manifeflly and freifuently ex*< 
mipiified iivtbe werkl« §Q ^rtbly^mindednefs bath this name 
^ttt *.:4X)a it| on purpofe to afFrigbt men ltx>m it« Jam. iv. 4. 
Ni»WvCcrtamly» God would never borrow the naUie of this fin^ 
tofetouithe eva of other fins, if it wer^. not mod vile and 
-alx>»)iQabie« 'Tis. called the iia of theGeiitilee, or heathens, 
4 dTheCiv^j. And, oh I thatwe coiildfay, it were only among 
them that know not God I How then ar^ you able to look thefe 
fcriptures in tho^ face^ and not bluOi ? O what a fm is this ! 
Art thou willing to be ranked with fools, dogs, finners, heath- 
ens, and take thy lot with them ? God bath planted that alF^c* 
tion of (hame in thy nature, to be as a guard againit fuch filthy 
tufts ; it is a fin that hath fiJthisefs enough in it, to defile the 
•tOQgufi tbi^ mentions it, Ephet v. 3. . - 

1 Arg^i* Itis.B fin that the God of heaven hdth often pl-o- 
bibited,ain4fever6iy condemned in the word, which abundantly 
dechHres his abhora^iice of it. You have prohibition upon pro- 
hibition, and threatning upon threatning irf the word againft 
it \ Exod.'i^x. 14. "Thou (halt not commit adultery." This 
iraadbtticered upon mount Sinai, with the greateft folemnity 
^nd terrorv by the mouth of God himfelf. Turn to, "^d pon* 
der tiie following feriptures among mkny others, Prov; v. 2,3» 

•4^Aften29.Rom.!,24, 29-Rom. xiii, 13. i Cor, vi. 13,-18. 

2 Cor. xii. ai. Gal. v. 29. Epb. v. 3. Col. iii. 5. i Thef. iv. z, 
3, 4-, 5. Heb. xii. l6, Heb. xiii. 4. All tbefe| with many o- 
(hers, ^ure the triiefayings of God t by them thoil fhalt be tried 
in the laift day. Now, confidcr how terrible it will be to have. 
Co nv»ny words of God, and fuch terrible ones tooj as moll of 
tfaofe Sire, to be brought in and pleaded againft thy ifoul in that 
<layl Mountains and hiHa may depart, but th^fe words ihall 
9iot depart: heaven and earth (hall pafs away, but riot one 
title of the word (hall pafs^way. Believe {t> finner, as furc aft 
the heavens are over thy h^ad, and th6 earth undtfr thy feet, 
they ihall one day take hold of thee, though we poor worms 
(Who plead them with the^, die andperifli : Zeeb. i. 5, 6. The 
Xiord tells us it fhall not fall to the ground. Which is a bor- 
drowed fpeech froni a dart that is flung with a weak hand ; it 
:gocs not home to the mark, but falls to the ground by the way. 
.None <tf thefe words ihall fo fall to the ground. 

Arg. 3* It is a fin thatdcfiles and deilrcys the body ; \ Cof. 
.VI.: ft* " He that commkteth aduhery^ finnstli againft bis own 
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•< body.** In moft other fins the body is the infirutmnfi Rw«t 
k is the Qhje^ againft which the Cm is committed : that body 
of thine^ which ihould be the temple of the Holy Gh<^, is 
turned into a ftye of filthinefs ; yea^ it not only defiles, but dc* 
ftroys it. Job calls it a •*&« tharbumeth: to deftru£lion,** 
Job. xxxi. 12. or as th^ Septuagint reads it, a iire that bumeth 
HI all the membcrSi. It is a fin that God hatb leagued with 
.ftrange and terrible difeafes ; tbat.Morbus-Gallicus, and Sudor 
Anglicus, and that Plica Polonica, whereof you- may read ia 
Bolton's four laft things, page 30* and Sclater on Rbnii.k 30* 
Thefe were judgments fcnt immediately by. God*s. own hand, 
to correft the new fins and enormities of the world ; for they 
feem to pttt the bed phyficians befides their books. O how 
terrible is it to Ire groaning under Jthe lad effects of this £n I 
As SoloiAon. tells usj Prov. v, i v. *^ And thou mourn at the 
*' laft, when thy flefli and thybody are confumed.**^ Tothis fcnft 
fome expound' that terrible text, Heb. xiii. 4. <^ Marriage is 
** honourable is aU,. and the bed unddlled 5 but whore- 
*< mongers and adulterers God willjudge j*' fu e.) with fomere- 
markable judgmeiit infli^led onthenvin this world : if it efcape 
the puni{hment(^mcn^.i6 fliall not efcape the vengeance ofGod.. 
Ah ! with what comfort may a man^iic down upoa a fick bed, 
when tbe ficknefs can be K^ked upon as a fall^erly viBtation 
coming in mercy I But thou that (honteneft'thy life, and bring* 
.eft ficknef^on thyfelf byfuch a fin, art the devil's* martyr 5 and 
to whom, canft thau turn in fuoh ^a day for comfort ?: 

Argf 4. Confider what an indelible blot it is to thy mature, 
which caa^ never be wiped" away ; though thou, efcape with thy 
life, yet,, as^onefaysv thoii> {halt be burnt in the hand, yea^ 
branded in- the forehead.. What a foul fcare is thae upon the 
face of David himfeif, which abides 60 this day ? •* He was up* 
♦< right inall things, fave in the matter of' Uriah." And how 
was he flighted, by his own: children and fervants, after he had 
committed this fin i compare i^ Sam. ii^ 30.. with. 2 Sam. xiii 
10, I (. ^ h. wound and difiionour ihall he get; and his re- 
<* proach ihall not be wiped away. This is to give thine 
** honour to another," Prov. v. 9. The fhame and reproacJl 
;attending it, fliould be a prefervative from it. Indeed the devil 
tempts to it by hopes of fecrefy and concealment; but though 
ffiany other fins lie hid, and poffibly fliall never come, to light 
until that day of manifeftation- of all hidden things, yet this is 
aiin that is moft ufually difcovered.. Under the la^, God 
^appointed an extraordinary way for the difcovery of it, Numh. 
v.. 13. And to this dajr, the pttjvidcncc of God isj^ often Tcrj 



IRsrangcIy bring it to light, though it be a 4ecd of dartnrfs : the 

Lord hath many times brought fuch p^rfons, either by terror 

<6f confciencc, phrcnfy, or fome other means, to be the pixbliftir 

ers and prodaimers of their own fhame. Yea, obferve this, 

£akl the reverend Mr. Hilderfham on the fourth of John, even 

viiliofe that are moft cunning to con<?eal and hide it from the 

eyes of the world, yet through the juft judgment of God, 

every one fufpe£ts and condemns them for it : this daihes in 

pieces, at one ftfoke, diat veflel in ^^hichthe precious ointment 

of a good name is carried. A fool in Ifrkel {hall be thy titles 

and even childcen ihall point at.thee* 

Arg. 5. It fcattersthy fubftance, and roots up the foundati* 
on ofthy e(Ut&; JobjKxgci. i2« ^* kxroots up all thy incrcafe. 
^< Strangers (haU be filled with thy wealth,, ai|id thy labours 
-*« fh?ll be inthe.houfe of a^ftninger,*' Erov.iir. 10. "For by 
' -•* nieans of a whorifh woman, a mati is: bconght to a morfel ^ 
-*< bread," Prov.ivi. 26. It gives rags ior -it« livery (faith one) 
and though it.be/i<r/Atfr«/by the£ulnd6»,yet it is/b//<?w^rfwith 
a model of bread. T his «is one <A thofe temporal judgments 
jwith which God puiiifhes the iinaleaTi perfon in this ^life. The 
i^rord Delilah, which is the name of a hailot, is conceived to 
come from a root that fignifies to exhatii);, drain, or «draw dry. 
This (in will quidkly exhauft ^^the fuUefl eitate ; andf oh I what 
a dreadful fhing will this be, when God ihall require an account 
of thy,ftewardih\p dn the great day >1 how rjghteousrts it, that 
^ that man ihould be fuelto^the Wirath^of God, whofe health and 
•wealth have been fo much fuel to ^naintain the flame of luft»l 
O how lavifli of their efktes are Xmners to fatisfy their Jufts! 
if the members ^fChrift be >fick, or in pcifon, they^may thei^ 
periih and ftarve, before they will.relieve them j but to obtain 
their lulls, O how es^nfive I << A£k me never in much, and I < 
•** will give it," faid ^echem. Gen* xxxiv. 1 a. ** Alk what 
*f thou wilt, and it fliall be given thee," faid Herod p the 
daughter of his Herodias. Well, you are4iWal infpending 
treasures upon your lulls ; and believe it, God will fpend trea- 
.fure^ of wrath to punilh you for lulls. It had been a thoufand 
times better for thee thou hadft never had an eftate, that thou 
Jiadll begged thy b;?ead from door to door, than to have fuch a 
fad reckoning as thou Ihalt fhortly have for it* 

Arg. 6. O Hand off from this Hn, becaufe it is a pit, out df 
which very few have been recovered that have fallen thcKein. 
Tew are the foot-fteps of returners from this den. The longerta 
^an lives in it» the lefs power b^ hath to leave it. It is nf(£ 
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only a H^frming, bot an infafukting fiit. *nie Attifcr 6f fa!^ 
Kng this way muft needs be great, and the fall very de^erate, 
becaufe few that fcU int# it do ever rife again;. { -ftial! tey tw«? 
very terrible (criptures before you to tWs purpofe, cither df 
them enough to drive thee fpeediJy to Ghrtift, or to drive thee 
cot of thy wits ; the one is that, Eccl. v«. 26. ** Andl fctd^morc 
f* bitter than death, the woman whofe htfait is fivareaiind- nets, 
^ and her hands as bands : Whofo pleafcth God fliall efcapc 
^* fromhe*, but the fmnerfltall be taken fey her.'* /Rietirgu-. 
meat vMch the Spirit of God^ufes here- to dHfitade frona Ais 
fin, is taken from the /uhj^ff ,• fb^y ifiat follfmottf for the 
moft part,' ireperfons in whom <^ liaspiio deH^t^ -and fo 
in judgment are delivered np to it^ and tieviBr recovered hf 
grace from itJ.- TThe other is that in Priiv. xxii. 14. « The 
«< mauth-oPa-ftrangewomanis a deep pit; he that is 'abhor- 
«♦ red of thcLonl (hall fall therdn.** O tcrtMe word f *le 
to da«nt the heart of therfeoureft finft^er :Ytnir'vrh^Tes'eml*r'aci 
you, yea, but God aihci/^sycnsiX You have their fct^^, Ohbrf 
70U are under Gdd*s haUed / What -fey ^ou-to thcfe two farip* 
tutes I If you ar« tiot atheifts, methinks fuieli a w6rd from t^e 
tn^utfa of God, ftould ftrike like a dart tjit^ugh thy (btll. AM 
upon this account it is that they never are recovered, becauft 
<;od hair no delight in th^m. If this be tnJt -enough, vicF 
one fcripture mor^, Pror. ii. t^i ft/* ** Ipbr her h^fe inclm*? 
'^< eth unto death, and her patfts 4into ^&4^d : Noi^e that go 
.^< to her, retuhi dgain, • neither take they bold of tbc patbsefi 
^* life.". Reader, if thou bcaperfotf«drii£l^dtothi:ffin, gothy 
"W^ys, and think ferlouflywh^t a cafe thou art in. Nme re-. 
■ turn ,dgainy (1. e,) a yery fewof many : The etamples^ qS fuch 
'as..have been recovered, are* yerv rare* Pliny tells us, the 
vinerjraaid^^rc commonly fefen'ln green mfeadows, and have in*; 
chanting /toioes^ but there are Sways found ht^s of dcid 

• rnen'^ bones lying by Aem;» This m^y be but a fabulous ftory : 
B^t I am fiire, it is true trf the harlot, whofe fyren-fongs ha?d 
allured tbodfands ^6 their inevftaWedfeft^uftioh. It is a capti- 

• vating fin> that leads aysray thc-fi^iffer in tritiijHph ;' they caiim* 
deliver their f6ul< 5 Prov. vii. 2a. « He goeth after her ftra^ht- 
5^ way* as an Ox goeth tolhe fiaughter, or as* a lfi(»r]to the 

^^ corr-e£tion of theftocks/* Mark, afopl ;' itdemewtatesaotf 
>1>efao^men, takes- away liieirMiid^andtag^ the-fiq^ua^int 

renders its, a^^ xiiav ifr< fcer/iwwi, a^'a^gtotije^plfcirj- or,lifce 
iv^ we ufe t© fay, a dog in a ftring. I have read of oiiCf, 
2 ^afr having^ by tWs fm Rafted his body, waSit^ht by phyfid- 

^Sj^ tha^ except he left^it, .he^wquld quigUy loife his ^yc$ ; I^ft 
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artftc'ered, iflttcfo, thenv/ifc lumut amictmy fereweVfwcct 
Jf ght. And I remember Luther writes of d certain nobleman ' 
in his country, who was fobcfotted with the fin of whoredom, 
that he was nota(hamed to fay, that if he might live here for 
ever, and be carried from one ftew to another, he would never 
^efire any other heaven- The grcateft conquerors that bave'fub- 
dued kingdoms, and fcomed to be commanded by any, havtf' 
been ftiiferably cnfl&ved and captivated by this-'Juft. O think 
iadly iq>on this argnment I God often gives^ them up to impe- 
0iteiicy, and will not fpend a rod i^n them to reclaim them. 
See Hofea iv. 14. Rev. txii. 1 1. 

y^rg, 7* And then in dte yt^ place, diofe few that* have hcen^ 
recovered by repentance out of it,' O how bitter ^ath God made^ 
it to their fouls ! ** I find it (faith Solomon) mpre Mtter than. 
V death," Eccl. vii. *z6. Death is a very bitter thing ; O what 
a ftruggling and reloftance is there in nature againft irl Btir 
this is more bitter. Poor David found it fo, when he rokred cm- 
der thofe bloody laihes of conference for it, in Pfalni li. Ah ! 
when the Lord fhall open the poor finner's eyes, to fee tht hdr-. 
rid guih he hath hereby contracted upon his own poor foul, it 
will faaui^t him as a ghoft, day and night, and terrify his foul' 
with dreadful forms and reprefent^tions I O dear bought plca- 
furc, if this were afl h ihould coft ! What is now become of 
the pleafure of fin ? O what gall' and wormwood wilt thou 
tatfle, when once the Lord (hall faring thee tO' a 6ght of it ! 
Theflcbrew word for repentanee {Nachum)^ andtheGr(fck' 
word {MetnineUd)y the one fignifies an irking of the foul, andf 
the' other fignifies, after grief: Ycaj it is called, a renting of 
the hfeart, as if it were torn in pieces in a m^n's breaft. Afk 
fuchra poor foul, what it thinks of fuch cOurfes now^? Oh ! 
now it loaths, abhors itfelf for them. AflP him, if he dare 
fin in ihtix kind ' again ? You .may' as well afk me (will he an- 
fwer) whether I will thruft my hand into the fire. Oh \ it 
breeds' ah indignatim in him againft himfdf. That word 
{ayttnu\nctii]y 2 Cor., vii. J I . fignifies the rifing of the ftomach 
Vidi very rage, and being fick with anger. Religious wrath is 
the fierceft wrath. O what a fuinace is the breaft of a poor 
penitent I' what fiimes, wh t heats do abound in it, whilft the 
.fin- is ctei? before hirp, and the fenfe of the guilt upon him ? 
One nigbt of carnal pleafure will keep thee 'fltany days and. 
iiigiits upon tlic rack of horror, if ever God give thee repen- 
tance unto Hfc. 

Arg: 8. And if thou never repent, as indeed biit few do* 
that fail -into^thisfliiy tbcntohfiilct how God -wiH follow i^ 
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with eternal Tcngcance : Tho\i 'flialt have fiamtng "fire for lar- 
ning luft. This is .a fin that hath the fcent of fire and brim- 
ftonc with it, wherever you meet with it in fcripture. The 
liarlot's guefls? arc lodged in the depths qf hell^ Prov. ix. x8. 
No more perfumed beds; they muftnowJie down in flames* 
TVhorcmoBgers Ihall have their part in the lake that bu^eth 
with fire and brim (lone ; which is the fecond death. Rev. xxi. 
&. Such (hall not inherit the fcingdoni of God and Chrift, 
% Cor. vi. 9. No dog (hall come into the New Jerufalem 5 there 
(hall in no wife enter in any thing that defileth, or that work* 
eth abomination. You hav^ fpent your ftrength yxpcm fin, and 
' now God fets himfejf a work to (hew the glory of bia power 
in punifhing, Rom. ix. 22. The wrath of God is tranfa&ed 
upon them in hell by his own Immediate band, Heb. x. 30.' 
Becaufe no creature is flxong enough to convey all bis wrathy 
and it muil all be poured out upon them, therefore he himfelf 
will torment th.em for ever with his jown immediate power : 
Now he will j?i> z//> ^i// Aw utr/zM, and finners (hall knowtbe 
price of their pleafiires. The puni(hment of Sodom is a little 
map of hell, a^ I may fay. O how terrible a day was that up- 
on thofe unclean wretches 4 But that fire was not of many 
days . continuance : When it had con(umed them, and their 
houfes, it went out for want of matter.: but here, the breath of 
the Lord, like a ftreamof brim (lone, kindles it. The plea- 
Cure was quickly gone, but the fting and torment abide for e- 
ver. ** Wbo knoweththeppwerofbxsanger^? Even according 
<* to his fear, fo is his wrath," Pfalm xc. €i. Oh confider, how 
will his almighty power rack and 4x>rment thee ! Think on tbi8 
when fin comes with a fmiling face towards thee in the tempta- 
tion. O diink i If the humannature of Chrift recoiled, when 
bis cup of wrath ^sn^ given him to drink 4^ if he were fore a- 
jnazed at it, how (halt thou, a poor worm, bear and grapple 
with it for ever? 

Jrg^ 9. Confider further, how clofely foever thou carriefj 
thy wickecbicfs in this world, tho' it fliould never be difcover- 
ed here, yet thert is a day coming when all will out, and that 
before angels and men. God will rip up thy fecret fins in the 
face of that great congregatign at the day of judgment : Then 
that which was done in fecret (hall be pt"oclaim«i as upon the 
houfe-top, Luke xii. 3, ** Then God will judge the fecrets ci 
** men," Roai. li. 16. ** the bidden things ofdarknefs will 
** be brought into the open light.'* Sinner, there will be no 
fculking for thee in the grave, no declining this bar; tho^ 
ri:fufcdft, indeed, to ccme to ^the throne of grace ^ when G^ 
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*niviteJ thee, bnt there will be norefufing toapj^ar before the 
§dr ofjujiice^ when Cbrifi (hall iummon thee* And as thou canft 
not decline appearing, lb neither canft thou then palliate and. 
liide thy wtckedhefs any longer -, for then iOiall the books be o- 
pened \ the book of God's omnifcience, and the book of thine 
own confcience, wherein all thy fecretviilany is recorded j for 
thpugh it ceafed to fpeak to thee, yet it ceafed not to write and 
record thy a£iions. If thy fhame^l fins fliouldbe divulged 
now, it would make thee t€^r off* thy hair with indignation ; 
but then all will be dHcovered : Angels and men (ball point 
at thee, and &y, lo, (his is tlie man,^ this i» be that carried it £» 
faioothly in the world. Mr. Thomas Fuller rfchtes aiftory of 
Ottocaf king of Bohemia, ^ who, refuting to d4 his homage t» 

• Rodulphus the .firft emperor, being at laft forely cbaftifed 

< with war, condefcended to do* hrm homage privately iti a tent ; 

• but the tent wa« fo contrived by the emperor's fcrvants, 

• (faith the hiftorian) that, by drawing one cord^ it was taken 

< all away, and io Ottocar prefented on his knees, dging ho- 

< mage to the emperor in the view of three armies.' O firs^ 
you think to carry it clofely, you wait for the twilight, that 
none may fee you \ but, alas i it will be to no end, this day 
will difcover it^ and then what confufion. and evcrlafUng 
fiiame vdll cover thee ! Will not this work then ? 

Jrg. I o. Laftly, confider but one thing more, and I have 
done. By this fin thou doft not only damn thine own foul, 
but draweft another to hell with thee. This fin is not as a 
(ingle bullet that kills but one, but as a chain*(hot, it kills 
ynany, two at leaft, unlefe God give repentance. And if he 
Oiould give thee repentance, yet the other party may never 
lepent, and ib pef iih for ever thiimgh thy wicke^^iefs ; and, 
oh ! what a fad confideration will that be to thee, that fuch a 
poor foul is in hell, or likely to go thither by thy means ? Thou 
haft made faft a fnarc upon a foul, which thou canft not untie ]» 
thou haft done that which may be matter of fbrrow to thee a» 
long as 'thou liveft v but though thou canft grieve for it, thou 
canft not remedy it. Ii^ other fins it is not fo : if tbou hadft 
ftdlen. another's goods, reftitutio^ might be made to the in* 
jured party, but here can be none : if thou hadft murdered a^ 
nocher, thy fin was thin^ own^ not his that was murdered by 
' thee.; but this is a complicated fin, defiling both at once ; and 
if neither repent, then, oh i. vfhat a fad greeting will thefe poor 
wretches have in hell I how will they curfe the day, that ever 
they law each other's facet Q what an aggravation of their mifery 
:iiiill this be 1 For look, as it will be mater of jo^ iti beayec. 



^ ' The HarlotU FatBif ; 

to Whold Aich til ere as we have been iiiiUiiiReiiC^ tx>' &vie, -fir 
muft it needs be a (Un|;ing aggravation of the mifery of Aft 
danine4t ^ ^oo^ upon thofetbat have been the iidtruiDCiili^ 
92x1 Qieans of their damnation. Oh» methinks^ if Aere be anff 
Icmieroeffi at aH in thy confciencey if this fin bava not totaUf 
•brawned and ftupified tbet) thefe arguments ihould pierce Uloe 
jfr fword through thy guilty foul. Reader, I befeeeh tfaee» bf 
jthe mercies .of God, if thou haft defiled thy iqvA by tfaia abe» 
,iiiinable fin^ fpeedily to repent. O get the biood of ipmldiif 
vpon thee } there is yet energy for fuch a wretch as tboo artjp 
if thou wilt accept the tcrpis of it. '* Such were fonac.of yoi^ 
^* but ye are wafhed/* i Cor. vi. i i.Pablic2fcnsami4^riG«rnisy 
.enter into the kingdom of God, Maitb. txu 3.1* Tho«^ but 
few fuch sure recoveredy yet how knoweft tbon but the fa^ndof 
piercy may pull thee, as abrand oiit of the fixer if now^tkm 
wUt return and feek it with teswrs ? Tboughit he-a^/ire timt ^as* 
fwmeth unto dejlrunion^ as Job calls it, Job xxxi, 12. yet it i« 
tnoi an unquenchable fire, the blood of Chrift can qtiendi it; 
And for yoii whom God hath, kept hitlierto from die conta< 
^ion of it, O bleia the Lord* and ufe all God's means for the 
prevention of it. The feeds of this fin are in thy natiu^ \ no 
tbanks to thee^ but reftraining g-racc, that thourart not deliver-^ 
ed up to it alfi3. * And that tli^u mayefl.be kept om: of 4his pit» 
l^nfcionably praftife thefe few dirci^ion^. 
. . DireFl, i. Beg of God a clean heart, reneired aiid fandtfr* 
'§A by faving grace; all other endeavours do^bnt palliatea 
, liurt : the root of this is deepin.thy nature $ O get that mortifi- 
ed, Matth. xy. 19. "Out of the heart proceed fornication^ 
f* adulteries." i Pet..ii. u,i2. « Abflain from fiefhly lirfb, 

ti ^having your convcrfarion honeft J' .The luftaaaiatft firfl be 

fubdued, before the converfation can be honeft. . 
. Direfl. 2. Walk in the fear of God ail the day long, and 
in the fenfe of his omnifcient eye that is ever upon thee. This 
kept Jofeph from this fin, G^. xxxix. 9^ "*How can I do this 
« wickednefe, and fin again ft God ?" Goafider^ Jtbe^kucfi 
hideth niot from him, bat ftineth as tJie'li^tv. Ktfaptt eoulcK 
find -a place where the ey^f God <!Ould not^difeover thee, it 
were fomewhat : thou (hreft not to nQ. thii wickfedncfr in the 
ffefettce of a child, and wilt thou advemuoctQ eomtnit it be- 
fore the &CC of God ? fee thax argument, Pro«. y, to, ^t . *• And 
<* why wilt thpu, my fon, be rj^pifhed: with a ftnmge womaan 
*< and embrace the bofbm rf ailraager ? ^r^the way« of man 
^< are befc^re the eyes of the hatdf ahd be pondtttetii all hit 
*^ gping^.", ^ . .. . „ ., .. ^ . . . : 



tfim^S. . %• Avmdiemdcomp^nj^ amd the ibeletyt)^ andean 
pedobs i tiiey arte but panders for li^ EvUxcmmunktajm 
imrrupts \gwl mamerf. The loftgnef of finfiera «b 4^ fire* 
h*l^ isc&the heatm of «ach vther, ivhidi the coirttpcioii wiiii# 
in is esfil^ kindlodaiii4£iiflainediby. N 

.I>iren. 4. £KerQi£eth3^clf ind^ycaiUngdiiigeiiitly; ti witt 
be AH cKc^elles^ ihioan« of pFerentMig tht$ fin. It k a good ob^ 
fe^ratim J^tt^ehalh, That IC«ei ^iras fafer^iB the bndk-ekfliis , 
iB^£gyptitii[ftnijft the{>latnaof Mmb. 2 Satti. jk*%. ^ Aaid t« 
*< /es^e to pa6 in the «irenrtide» that Dartd arofe from o^fF.hts 
<^^beKi» jand. WftHted on the roof of <he king's houfe;" aad^tbts 
trnstfaeoGcafifln of hisfal],. iSeei Tbtt, ▼. m,!^. 

DireS. 5. Put a reftraint upon thine appetite : feed not io 
exoefa. Faloefe of hfeadand idicnds were the fins of Sodomy 
that oci3ifiou6d-fiK:h an jexuberancy of laft *. t^< They are iiko 
** led hfides, every onexnetgbing after his mrighboor's wife. 
<^ When I had fed them to the fuU> then they. comtiMtdd a- 
<< diiltery, and zttsai>\td themfelTes bj twops in the harlot's 
** ho^fes," Jer. %. 7, 8. This isaiad reiftti^t of the'bowiity 
of -God^ ^sn gmng'^^ the^njoyment of the cneatnres, io ina%e 
cbcm ftiel to biA) and inftraments of ^ fin. 

Mm6i.6. Make choiice of a nusec yoke^UoEW, and delight 
in he^ you havie cfaofen. This is a lavfiii lemedy r See 1 C(»-« 
friL 9. Godofdiunedit^Gen.ii. 21. But herein appeals '^ , 
isotfijfiion of nature, that men delight to tread by*pathi, .aad 
fotbk& the. way which God hath, appointed ;- as tlmt dtviiie 
poet;. Air. Herhekt^ iiithy «... 

tf Odd had laid all totntnoti, certainly 

Man wouH hive been the clofer : bat firtce tiotr 
' God hitth impall'd as, on the tonttafy, 

Man breaks the fence', artd every gtbtind 't^fli 'pld#. 
■ O What ^erc itian, might fee feimfelf fftffplace l • 
Snre, tbbecfofs, he wrnld (Hift fe6t «nd fade. 

-Sil^Dl^a w^aBtT% ^/re fwseeter to tfaein: dian. tfaiife wdrreirs Avey 
Ynigtit lawfully drink at their own fsunpiti : fiurwMi^I kn^w, 
it is not the having, jbutthedd^bttng in a k^ul wife, as God 
i^Qi^es5^CHi tod(»| thtttnufttie&fenee againftthls fin. So 
Solotno«9 Prow, v^ 1 9* h l^etiler H aw^the loftng Mnd, and 
H |>{eii£Mit rpe ( ktberhreaftsfwi^thteataHftnies^ «hdhe 
-^« tlioftrftidaicdalwiiys wiAhtrloire-'? : • 
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jjfi% Mercies and Promije^ 

Dir^. 7. Take heed of running on in a cottric'^ office 
(efpecially fuperftition and idolatry) ; in which cafes, and as4i 
puQi/hmenc of which evils, God often gives tip men to thefe 
vile affetbons, Rom. i. 25, 26. <^ Who changed the truth of 
•« God into a lie \. [worfliippcd] and ferved t£e creature more , 
•< than the Creator, who is bleflcd for €9ety Amen^ (Tor tlu$ 
•* caufe} God gave them up to vile afFe&ions,'' 6t. They that 
defile their fouls by idolatrous pradices, God fuiFers, as a juil 
recompence, their bodies alfo to be defiled with uacleannc&> 
that ' fo their rtiini may be haftened.^ Let the admirers of m* 
ditions beware of fuch- a judieial tpadition as this is. 
Woe to him that is thus delivered by the hsuid of an angry , 
God ! Nopuniihment in the world like this, when- God pu- 
nilhes fin wichfin^r when he fhallfufier thofe xwm^ ^^•utff tfaoft 
common- notices of sonfcieace to be c|ueM«hedy and all^ re- 
flraints to be moved out of the way of fin,, it will not be lon{ 
c'erthat finner come to his own place. 

e A U T I O N IV- 

IN the next place^ Ifhdll make*bold.to expoftulate a litdCL 
with your eonfeience pcmeeraiing the precious mercies you 
have receivcdi and the folemn- promifes you have bound your- 
Iblves withal for the obtaining of thofe merties. I fear God 
hath- miny bankrupt debtois among yon, diat'hav« d^h %« 
pery and unfakhfuliy with- him ;■ that have not rendered to^thc 
Lord a<^cording fa the great things he hadi done fer tfaem, nof 
according to tiiofe gaod* diings^ diey have vowed to the mighty 
God of Jacob. But, ti^uly,. 'd thou be vl defpifu: o£ mercy, d)0u i 
flialt: be 2. pattern of wrath- God will remmber them in fury, 
who forget him kt his favours^ I will telt you what a grave 
and eminent minifier once told bis people (dealing with them 
about this fin-c^ unthankfulnefs for mercy):; and I pray God 
it may aflb^ you duljf. f *^Let us all mourn: (ifaith he)^ and 
• take on;, we are all behind Band with Ged. The Chriftiaii 
« world is become bankrupt, quite broke, mates no recumtv | 
^ God for his love./ lie is ifiuing 9UC procefs- to feiee u|)oir \ 
f bodyv. gpodsv and life, and will be put off no longer* Bkody 
^ bailiffs qtre abroad for bad debtors all the world over. Chri* • 
^ ftianS are broke, and makeno retum,«and pod-is breakifig tik '; 
f He cannot have what he wottkl have, what he AmmiU have^ 
<^ Jie ' wil^ take what he cte^et :^ fbr moiiey.he will take fpo^ ' 
^ limbs, arms, legs ; he wm have his own out of your ftin^ 
^ out of your blood, Out of y&ur bodies and fimls. He is fee- • 

. wt^ M)ri:.^pdqrtr cm CM» h p; «iir '\ 



"^ ling tlie -Chriftiaii world as light and as hnr as Aey^liaTe fet 
? Ms love. Ah) Lord, what a time do we live in 2 iong«fuf« 
^ fering is at an end, inercv will he righted in juftitevjuftice 
^ wiU have all behind, it will be paid to the utmoft fiirthingi 
* it will £9t abroach your bloo4f but it will haveaQ behind,^ 

Do you bear, foidsi? Is not this £»d news M fome "lof yotv 
who have received vaft fums of meicy, .and given God your 
bond for die repay meat of ^im in pcaife and anfiverable fruity 
and yet forfeited all» and loft your credit with God ? O how 
can you look God in the face,, with whom you have ddik io per- 
fidsoufly ^ I'am.&ow«come in the lijmie af Gdd to demand hi« 
diue of you ; ^ xall to ceqieidbrance vthe former receipts of, 
znercy which yc(U liiipd 4M>t, but God doth, and there is a wit* 
o^'in your biofom dia$t doth, and will one da^ wimeft to your 
£ac€$, that you Jiave dealt .perfidiodly^with your God. Your 
fouls have been the graves oijaxticf^ which (houid have neen 
^a8 fo many, gardens iwhese they ihottld have lived and flooriihed. 
I am comeaow to -open thcie gra!ves,*and view thoie mercies 
^haf your umhaakfulne£i4iath4ciUed and buried, ito lay them ~ 
before your eyes, andtfee whether your ungrateful ^hearts wiH 
bleed upon them* £uded merGi^ ate not Haft for ever^ they 
lhaUascert^lyhairea.day0f^re^iire43:ioaastbyfelf^ it were 
better iorthee^ibey ibouldiiave.a refun-e&ioa now inidiy heait, 
liian tt> rife as witneffes agaiuft thee, when thou (halt rife out 
0f the dttft : that will )>e a terrible J^furre^on indeed, when 
^Ijhey (hall come to^plead againA ^hy fouL .Nothin? pleads 
more dreadi^Hy againift a foul than abufod meroy cioth. Sut 
liball i^omt to jthe pamoulars upon which I interrogate your 
confciences ; and I pr^ deal ^uly and ingeauoufly m aafwer* 
\x^ ihefe queries. 

^er* I. And, firft,! fliafi flemaad ^fyou, iM^hether pu 
9ever had experience ofthe power and goodneisctf. God, in re* 
ftoring you to health &om d^ngerpvs ifickneis and difeaies? 
Have VQU.not fpmetimes had the 'ienience <lf death in your*. 
ie^tcAxt And that pc^bly^wh^n you have been «^n remote parts, 
i»x from yoiiTifriends and relations, and deftttujte of all means 
and accotamodadons* Did you not fay in that condition, as 
Hez^kiahdid in a like e^^^ Ifa. xxxviii. lo, ii, la* ^^Ifaid, 
: Z z % 

* .There is a doiiUe^re&rrfe^too of mercf r a reflarreaioii of mcr* 
*«y ^n mercy, and a reftirredioa of mercy in wrath. It is the firit f 
ffiOW labour ii^Xt 9X4 th4l^to^feveii^,^j6e(Kiil4. , 



3^1 Mercies atut Prmi/fh 

^ inthecimmgoffof m^days, Ifliail gatdti^egstesirf tft^ 
«• gniTe : I mn deprived of (he cefidue ^ my years^ I £tt4 1 
*^ ftalLnotfee the Lord, even the Lord in the land of ckelh- 
*' ing: IfiiaUbehohiman iiomorewithdieialiiAifeaiilsiaf die 
<< world z*^ Remember tby&li^ Man^ eanft no£ thou call to 
mind the day when the arrows of death came wbifldng by tboC) 
and it may be hit tfaofe next thee ; took away tlmfe that wac 
M lively nsd lofty as thyCsl^ whni you. .hegaa your voyage 
and yet jtbey were caft for death, thou in Itfe^.and disfe when 
there was hut an faair'a breaddi bdtwixttlee and the grate i 
TeUme> ibiil, what friend was that who ftoodi by Aee iima, 
when thoit. waft forfaken of allfrianda i When it may W Aj 
companions fioodready to thcow thee oten-bofad, who wai^ii 
that pitied and ronemoejed t^iee in tixy low eftate i Wfaowstf 
it that rebnkcd thy. difeaie ^ oi^ (as. ^ <me very apdy ezprefe 
k) ^ reftrained the hnmouns of thy bodyi fran^ovei^whi^aid 

< dfowmng thy life ? Ibr, when, t^hey a«e ktonein a fiaka^ 
^ they would overflow and disown it, as the wataot w^vli the 

< «arth» if God fteuld mot % to them, ftay, yoii pr&yd wa^res.' 
Who was it, man, diat when thy body ms hcouglit'low pd 
l¥ieak,. alid! like a. crazy rotten fliip in a ftorm, toolfr in water on 
«U fides, to that all the pbyficians iii tifs world conki not ha»« 
fiopped thofe leaks i Ccuifider^ what kind was that wfaicfa^ qui- ^ 
etfd and iaalmed die tcmpeftuous^ iea, eareensd and mended 
^ crazy body^ and launched thee kuo the world again, as 
whole,, as finuid, as ftvong, as* evet i Was k'not the Lord, duft 
jhath done all this for the^? Bitk not ht l^ep back ihy bvi 
vem the pit^ and dlyUfe ftiom perking? Yea, when dios 
waft dtaftened'with pain^ iq^n thy bed, (a&Elihn %eaks) Jsb 
3ii3ciii;. 19, zOf, X'l .and the muhitude of d|y Hams widi ftn>o| 
pains, {0 t)iat thy life abhorred bread, and thy feni dainty meat} 
thy fle& confumed away, that it couU not bo £ten, and tby 
bones. thatw^re not &en, ftiKkont : ¥et then, as k is vexft-i^; 
he delivered Aj Ibul from going down into the pit, and caafed 
thy life tft tee^the lighr* . Had the lansp 96 life been then ex^ 
^Qguifiied, thou hnlftgOEiiiie' dowii into 6ndi^darkiie&; hei) 
had ihut her:m/9uth upon thee^ NoWteH me^ foul, what h^ 
ljn>u done withthis.predoi»meR:y ^ HaftilKm walked bcfoie 
t^ie Lord ia a deep fen£ir«the9eof, and aa<we»odJiis end thersior 
which was, to l^ad thee to repentance ? . Or hath thy ftijqpid or 
difingenuous h<eart forgotten it, and lofl: all fenfe of it,io that 
God>'$ c»d h 6;u&rate4 and thy fidvationhot i joe ftntleted 

t Mr« Tbenus GQjqMa» 



Aetjdbfl CMi ! if it he^ woe to thee ! for the Mood of this 
siercy> which thy ingratitiuie hath Ihun^ered^ like the blood of 
Abel« cnes to Ood agaitifl thee. What a wretch art dioiiii ^Hwoi 
tp requYte-^Jie Lord for fuch a in«rcy ! He ikw thy tears, and 
laeard thy posm^ ^smA faid witkm. himifelfy he fhali not die, but 
Mve» Ai^ poor creature ! if I cut bim off now, he 19 eterw 
sally^toft: twiU fend himkurk a few years more into dia 
nvosld. «I will try him once more, it may be he wiH best 
feme iroiu la me ixom this deNverance \ ami if fo^ well ; if 
Hi^y I will cut him down hn-eafter : He fhftU be let at libeity 
iipofi his goad behaviour. a little lodger. And is all this nd* 
ii&m% in Siine^eyes ? Wretch that thou art, doft thou forget 
and flight fuck a £»vour ad this ? Is it worth no more in tlmd 
eyes i Well," it would be worth fomething in the eyes of the 
poor dai^med ibuls, if they might have fb many* years cut out 
#f their eternity, for a^iikiareintermifllon'of tkeir lormenti^ 
m^ch m^ore as a time of patience and n^ercy. O con£der^ 
what pity aiid goodnefs thcniiuft abu£sd i 

i^/r. 2. ' W ail thou never caft upon tniferable ftraits and ex^ 
tremiti^ wherei» the good proridieiMlle of <jiod relief ed .nid 
fupplied thee ? How maay of you haf« been beaten fo long as 
fea, by reafon of contrary winds and other acddems, until your 
proTifions have been extMufted and fpent :. To how fliort aliow^^ 
ance have you^ heed kept : And what a mercy would you.bav^^ 
efteeiaed it, if you. could but have fatitfied nature with a full 
draught of water. Certainly, this bath been the cafe of many 
itf yon* O what a price and value (Kd you theti fet upon thol^ 
eommoii mercies,' which at other times have been ilightly o« 
veriooked \ Aitd when you have feen no hopes of relief, bave 
you not rocked fadly dme upon atiother ? and) it may be, faid^ 
as that i^idoiii^ of Sarepta did to the prophet, 1 Kings xvii*. 
12. <^ And (he faid, as the Lord thy God Jiveth, I have.not a 
^ take, but an handful of meal in a barrel^ and a little oil in 9 
^ cnde ; and^ behold, I. am gathering two fticks, that i may? 
^ go. in and'drefs it for me and my fon^, that we may eat iv 
^ and die/' Even foch- hath been your cafe; ytx hath that 
God, whofe mercies are over alt his works, heard your forraw^ 
suid provided n^ef for yoK, d^r by fome fiiip, which provi-* 
detKe fent to r^iete you in that diftvefs, or by altering :tbo 
windsr, ami'fending you &fe to the land, bdbire all^your provi--' 
fions liave been fpenr^ And haft thou kept no records of thefe 
gracbus provideneee^^ Tea, dbft thou abufe the creature, when; 
tuot^ ace., br<»ught .again to the. full eujoymem of it ; andpofi^i 
Sbly) Feceiveitt.he«xeattti;es (wbofe worth thou baft -fo latd^*^ 
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feen in tihe vantof them) without thanUj^ving, or a lienfiile 
acknowiedgment of the goodnels of God in them ? I £iy, doft 
tfaoo dius amfwcr the expe£btio&8 of God i Well, beware left 
God teach fuch an unworthy creature, by woeful experience, 
that the opening of his hand to give thee a mercy, is worth the 
opening thy lips to blefs him for it. Beware left that umhank- 
lul mouth that will not bleis the Lord bx bread and water, 
kaTe neither the oue nor the other to bleis him for. i can 
give you a fad inftance in ihe cafe, and I have found k in tkf ^ 
writing of an eminent divine, who faid he had it from an eye 
«nd ear-witneis ci the truth of ic « A young man lying upos 
his fiek-bed, ¥r«6 always calling for meat ; Init wiiea the meat 
1i< called for was brought unto him, he fliook, ;md trembled 
dreadfolly at the fight of it, and that in every part of his body, 
and fe continued^ until his food was carried away. And thus 
lie did, as often as any food was bcougbtinto his prefence; 
and not being able tq eat one bit, pined away ^ but before his 
death, he freely acknowledged the jufticeof God in his punifh- 
ment : For, £ud he, in the time gf my health, I ordinarily re- 
ceived my meat without thankfgivtng. Olettheabufers and 
defpifet s of fiich mercies fear and tremUe 1 

^ur. 3* Hasre yon not been eminently protefbed and iav- 
ed by the Lord, in the greateft dangers and hazards of life; in 
fights at fea, when men have dropt down at your right hand, 
and at your lefi^ s^nd yet the Lord hath covered your heads in 
the day of battle i And though you have been equally obnoxi- 
ous to death 2uul danger with others, yet your name was not 
found among tfieirs in the lift <^the dead. Or in Mpwrecks, 
ah, how aairbwly have fome of you efcaped ! a plank hath been 
caft in, you know not how, to£ive you,' when your compa- 
nions, for waiAtof it, have gone down to die bottom $ «r yoa 
have been enabled to fwim to the fitone* wben others have 
feinted in the way, and periihed i In wiiat a variety of ftnuige 
and aftonifbing providences hath God walked towards fome of 
you, and what returns have you made to God for it i Oh, firs I 
1 beieechyou, confiderbut thefe two or three things that I fliall 
now lay before you to coufider e£ 

Corytd. I. An heathen will d<) more for a dung-hill-deity, 
thanthou, thatcalleftthyfelf aChriftian, wilt do for the true 
God, that made, heaven and earth, Dan. v. 4. They prai^ 
the gods of filver, and of gold, and of brals,^ of iron, woodf* 
and ftone. When the Philiftines were delivered from the 
hand^f Samfouj the text liuthy Judg. xvi. 24. *< Theypfaifed 
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'^ tfteif go*/' be. Then Dagon muft be extbllcd. O lee 
fliame cover thy face ^ 

Conjid. a. Thnt the abule of mercy and love b a fin that 
goe^ near to the heart of God. Oh ! he cannot bear it. It is 
not the giving out of mercy thattroubks him, fof that he 4oth 
with delight ; but the recoiling of his mercies upon him by 
the creatuces ingratitude, this wounds* >< Be afloniflied, O ye 
^ heavens, at this, and be ye horribly afraid. '' And again, 
^ Hear, O heavenSi and give ear, O earthy* Ifa. i. 2. q. rf. O 
you innoc^m creatures, which inviolably obferve the l»w of your 
creation, be yon all aftoniihed, and clothed in black, to fee na«> 
ture caft, by fin, fo faf below itfelf, ^and that in a creature f^ 
moch fuperior to you aaman, whc^ in the very womb, wa» 
€f owned a king, and admitted mto the higheft order of crea* 
tures, and fet a& lord and mailer over you \ yet doth he z€t ntk 
only below himfelf, but below the very beafts. "The ox 
•♦ knoweth hi& owi^r 5" /i. e,J there is a kind of gratitude in 
the beafta, by which they acknowledge their benefa£);ors that 
feed and preferve them. Oh I what a pathetical exclamation 
is that. Dent, xxxii. 6. " Do you thus requite the Lord, O 
•* foolifb people, and unwife.*' 

Confide. 3^ It is a fin that kindles the wrathof God, and will 
male it bum dreadfully againft thee, unthankful fmner: It' 
ftirs up the aaiger of G<k1, in whomfoever it be found, though 
in the pcrfcm of a faint, 2 Cbton; xxxii. 25. ,«* But Hezekiah 
*^ rendered not again according to the benefit done unto him : 
** for his heart was lifted up, therefore there was wrath upon 
¥- him, and upcm Jerofalem." And fo you read,; Rom. i. 
that the Heatheii% becaufe they were not thankful, were giveiy 
up to vile afie&ioBS ; the Ibreft plague in the wcM-ld. It is a fiti 
that the God of metcy (c^rce knows how to- pardon, Jer. v. 7*^ 
♦< Howfliall I pardon thee for ahis ?" This forgetting of the 
God that £ives us in our extremities, is a fin that brings tiefo^ 
latioea and ruin, the effe^ ctf God's high difpleafure upou.'^ 
o^r tempore enjoy ifients. See that remarkabk fcrtpture,*Ifa. 
xvii. 10, 1 1 . "Becaufe thou haft [forgotten] the GcId of [thy 
*^ falvation,} and haft not been [mindful] rfthe rocfci of [thy 
♦< ftrength;] Therefore <halt thou plant pleafent plants, and 
** fliait fet it with ftrange flips : In the day (halt thou oiake thy 
:*f idttnt to grow, and in the morning fiialt th^u make thv feed 
<< to flouh&.) but tkeharveftlhallbean heapin^Iiedayorgrie^; 
" and defper^e fcvrow.** The meani'ng is, that God wiii 
hlaftand ciirfe all thine trnplofments, 'and thou ftHik be u$i4^ ! 
d^jpegite ibrrow, by rtafoo of the ^ppointmentsj^f thy hof - 
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. (hnJ!<L'4. {tis z £n that cms of mejxy fr<»n fcm inMftfe 
Ifaraits : If you thus requite the Lord for former mo-ciea, ac-* 
'verexpedthe Hke in future diftrefles. God is not veafy of 
his bleffiogSf to caft them away upon fuch foxdsthat are bat 
graves to them. Mark what a re^y Cod made to tte ifirae&eSf 
^en they cried unto him for help, bdag invaded hy the Amo* 
tk^Sy Itt<lg- x« i>> iT-f 13- ^' IHd nor I deliver yvit fiom the 
^ Egyptians, and irom the Amorites, from cha chthkjm of 
■ << Ammon, and ftxan the Philiftines? The ZMcfMzms alfe, 
f« and the Amalckites, and ye cried unto me, and i delivered 
^ you out of dieif band* Yet ye hsrte fisiriGikeii loe, and ferved 
^ other gods j wherefore I will deliver you no more." O fad 
«rorld I it is, as if the Lord hadfaid, I have tried-wiiat mercy 
«Qd delivctrance will do with you, and I fee you are never the 
better for it: Deliverance is hot feed fown upon tbc rocks^ I 
Mil caft away no more favours upon you ^ now loelc to ypur« 
lelves, (hift for yourfelves for time to come $ wade thnsugfayour 
iTOttUes as wcU as you cari. O brethr^ ! thei« is nochi^ 
jRiore quickly works the ruin oiiMpcof^j thaii the ^dmfe rf 
tnercy. O, metbinks, this text (hould ilrifee terror into your 
hearts. How often hath God ddivered^yoii I Remember thy 
Qminetk (ddiverai^ce at fadh a tii»e, in &ich a^c^untry^ out oif 
fuch a deep diftrefs : God was gracious to thy cry cben, tho« 
liaft forgotteii and ^ibufed^ his niercy 4 what new» »f Ood ihould 
lay,^ as in the text, therefore I mtrill tielii^ thee^w^ moie I Ah« 
|Nior foul! what wouldft tho» do then, or to whom wilt thou 
cam ^ It may be thou wilt cry to the. creatures for^ faidp and 
f ity ; butt alas ! ^ whalk^urporef They Iwiligive as cold and 
^Cls comfordefe an anfwer as Saimuel gave unto Sacly. t Saou 
^viii. 159 16. ^< And Samuel faid unto Saul, Wherefore 
.<^ haft thou dif4Efui€t6d me, i?o brin^ me up ? . And Saul an* 
« fwered, lam fore* diftreffedjfe the Philiflanes. make war 
'^'.againfl n.e, and God is departed from me, and aafw^^eth 
J^< me no more, neitfaier by propbeci, nor by.dreama: tbere- 
f^ fore, have I called thee, ire. Then £kid Samuel^ wherefore 
^ then doft thou aft of me, ieeingthe Lord is departed bam 
^ thect and is^become thine enemy?" Oh! tliouwik be a 
foot {htftlefs creature, if ofioe by abufing inercy thou- make it 
/^ine enemy I, 

Ccnfid^ 5. It is bfeach df vows ^ made in diftrefe to obtahi 
ihrfe mercies \ they have been eaffly forgotten and viobted by 
Aee when thou haft obtained thy defire : A word or two to 
convince yoti what a further •evil lies in this, and how by this 
#eiifid^etion thy CflEs.iCQiae t^ h^ booyed.xisp toa-linntsr 
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-krTgKlt 4iiid Aggr^Yatio9 gf finfulxiefs ; and theft I have dene 
vi£ this b^afl. 

^Av^fW. U aprofniji made to, God^ in tie things of Giad, Thf 
labligatioii of it is> by f:aJfuiils^ judged to be as ^reat asitfaat of an 
^h. It b a &Cf^ arid iblcHu? ))oiid, wtierein afoul kinds 
fo God in lawAil ti^ioga \ and being once boiind by it> it is n 
rnoft ]^in0«s eyil tp ifiolate it.' It is an high piec^ of diflionef<» 
ty tafculift ujlwt we have p/omifed to men, faith * Dr. Hall; 
}»it to difappf>int God in our tqvts, is no lefs than facrilege* 
llie ad: is fr^e and vokintary ; but if once a juft and laivfu} 
Irowpr {H'Qtnife hatk paftyosr lips, faith he, you may not bp 
felfe to God in keeping, it. It isin^ith us for our vows, as it 
^2» vidi An^oi^ and Sapphira, for theirfubftance : *« Whilii; 
•♦ it remained (faith Peter) was it not thine awn ?" He needed 
OQt to feli find give it ; but if he will give, he tn^iy not referve : 
It is death |o fave fame \ he lies to the holy Ghoft, that defalks 
from Hsail which h^ engaged himfelf to beftow. If thou hall: 
Id^ed to thie mighty God of Jacob, look to it that thou be faith* 
ful in thy performance ; for he is ta great and jealous God» 
and wOl not b^ medced. 

Now, I\aai confident there be many among you, that, ia 
jftMitf iormep diftreffes, have folemnly engaged your ibiils thus 
lx> God I that if he would deliver you out o£thofe' dangers, and 
ffstxt your liresi y^oti would walk mdre ftri£tly, and live more ^ 
holy liviM than ever you did. You have, it may be, engaged 
your fiDuls to the Lord againft thofe fins, as dTunkentiefs, ly- 
ing*, fwearing, uncleanneils, or whatfoerer evil it was that your 
eonfeience then fmote you for; the vows> of God (I fay) are 
upon^ many of you. But have yoy perft^med thofe vows that 

Jottr lips have uttered ? Have you dealt truly with God ; <}r 
aveyou i^ecked him, and lied unto him with your lips, and 
4>mist«d* thofe very duties you p?omifed to perform, and 
returned to the felf-fame evili you have promifed to forfake ? 
I rmly put the queftion, let yoiir confciences anfi^er it. But 
if it befo, indeed^ that thou art a perfon that makeft light of 
thy engagements to God, as indeed ,&ajntn's vows, and fick 
men^s pr^mifes ar^e, for the moft'part, -deceitful and flippery 
things, being extorted from theaa by feir of death, and ndt 
^m anyde^ refentmentof the neceffity, and wei^t of thofe 
duties to whi^ iftie^ bifid their loiils : I lay, if this fin -lie up- 
on kny pf your Ibul^, I advife you to go to God (pecdily, and 

♦ dafei of coofcicnctb __ 
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bewail k ; fiumble yourfelf e^reatly before bimj admire fiiVpa^ 
ticnce in forbearing yoU) and pay unto him what yoar lips havs* * 
promifed. And to move you tneKuatoi let thefe Goafiderati* 
ons, among many others, be laid to heart. 

• Conftd. f. Think ferioufly upon the greatneis of thatmajefty 
whom thou haft wronged oy lying to him, and £d£ifyxng thy 
engagements^ O think fadiy oA-this ! it ]& not man whom thou 
haft abufed, but God ^ even that God in whofe hand thy life 
and breatk isr^ Foralthough (as one truly obfenFCd) there be 
not in CTtcy vow a focraal invocation of God, (God- being Ae 
(roper corr^latKy and, as it were, a party to^evei^ vow^and 
therefore not formally to be invoked for the conceftation of 
it) ; yet, there is i]» every vowan^amplifit eaUingGodtb^wit* 
nefs \ fo that certainly the obligation of a vow is not one ]€^ 
beneath that of an oa^. Now if God be as a pavty to wbom 
thou haft paft thy promtfe, and that obligation on tbat'ground 
be fo great \. Oh^what haft thou done ! for a poor worm t9 mock 
•the moft glorious^ m^ jefty of heaven, and break f aitk with: Q^ 
what a dreadful thing is that ! if it were but \o thyfeUow-crea- ^ 
ture, though the fin would be great;,, yet hot like unto this. 
Let mie fay to thee at the prophet Uaiah, chap. irii. 13 . /*^ ^ it a 

^ fhiall thing for you, to weary mca^ but will you weary my 1 
*' God alfo ? If you dare to deceive and abufe men, dare you- 
do fo by God alfo^ Oh! if the exceeding vilenefe of the fis 
do not affeft Aee>yetmethinks the danger of provoking fo 
dreadful a Majefty sqpatxift thee (bodd .!* A|td therefore confider, i 
Ctxnfidr a.' That the Leni wiil moft ceitain^ be avcngcd*up- t 
^on tltec iiHt thefe things,. e»i^« thou repents €) read,, and trem^ 
bleatthe-woFdefG^dr E€Gkfv. v?* 4, 5, 6. '^Wficn Aouvoweft: 
•< a* vow unto God, defer ntbt to- pay it): for be hath no pleafuie 
^ in fools p pay th»twhieh thou, haft vowed.. Better k it thar 
*< thou ftiouldeft not vow,, than that thou fhouldft vow,^ and xmx 
" pay^ Suffer not thy moutbto caufe thy flefli. to fin, neitl^ \ 
H fay thtm^ before the ai^el,. tha( it was an^ ^tm^ \ wherefore j 
" [ihould God be ai:igry]'at thy voi<:e, aitd [d^ftrey] the worb -^ 
^ of thybands 2^' Mark,< God will be asagfy, and in that anges fl 
he will deftroy the. w€<rk 'of thy hands, (i. e.) faith Diodatc,. !j 

• bring thee and all tiiy.a&ions to nought, by reafpn of thy 

• pcijury/ Now, the anger of God, which thy brea^ of pror- 
mife'kindlQs» as s^ppears by this' te^t,- is a dt«adful fire. O, 

. wl^a^ creature can ftand, before irt as Afaph fpegk^ Ffakn 
Jxxvi. 7. " Th»u, cve« thou art to be feared ^ ^n^ who may 
*♦ ftand in thy fight, when once thou arf angry ?** 
Confid., 3. Confider, that all^i his while thou i|ii|vA9^ufift 
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^DiDwledge and C0nvi£libn ; fori did not thy confckHoe plainly 

^convince thee» when eminent danger opened its mouth» that 

. ihe matter of th^egle^d tow was a moft neceflary^duty ? If 

Doty why didft^hou bind thy foul to forfake fuch pra£lices« 

• ^nd to perfotQi tiich duties ? Thou didft |l> look upon them 
then \ by which it appears, thy contcience is convinced of thy 
duty» but luft do(h mafter and over-i4i1e : andiffo^ poor fin- 
-neTy what a cafe ait thou in^ to goon f ram d^ to day finning 
^gainft light and knowledge i Is not this a feaiful way of fin« 

. Jiing ? and, will not fiidi {inners<be plunged deeper -into hc^ 
than the poor Indians, that never &w the evil of their ways, as 
thou doft i Ponder but two or three fcr^urtes in thy thoughts^ 
^nd fee what a dreadful way cf finning. «tfais is : Bom. ii. 9« 
-<< Tribulation, anguiCb, dn4 wrath, to every foul of man that 
^« doth eviU to the.£jew firft], and aHbto the <;axtile/* To the 

. Jewfifft, (i. ^):to the Jew efpeciaUy^ asd principally;, he had a 
precedency in «iean« and ligh^ and fo let^^tm have in punifli* 
mcnt. So ]^. iv. i 7* -** To him thaticnoiveth to do good,and 
<< doth it not, to bim it is fin. j** {u r.) Sin wfch a witnefs, hotr- 
od iy, that furpafles the deeds of the ^wicked. So Luke xii. 
^7. '^ And, that fervant 'that knew 3ms Ijord's will, and pre* 
f < pared not himfcif^ neither did aocopdity; to his will, fliall 
-<* Be beaten widi many ftripes.** Which is a plain allufion to 

..the cuftom of thejewtin punifbing an offender, who being 

. ' convided, dbe ju^e was £0 fee Jiim bound /aft to a piUaf) \m 
-cloaths ftdpt ofi^ vskd tm execurioner (with a icourge to beat 

• him with fo many ilopc^: but no^ <thole Aripes came but 
from the arm of a creature \ thefe, ibatothe text ipeaks of, ave 
fct on by the onwiipotent arm of G04. Of Ae former, ther«^ 

. was a deternniiate number fet dowji hn liheir law, as forty 
firipes; and fometamesthey would remit one of that number 
.too, in mercy to 4h6 offender, as yo«i fee in.xhe example of 
Pajul, a Cor. xi. 24. ** Of Ae Jews I 4roceived forty ftripes 
^^' fave.one }" but in hell no mitiigatio» at aU,«ilQr allay Of mer- 
cy- . The ann of his power fupports thccreaturc in its being, 
while the arm of his }uftice lays on eternally. Soul, 4:onfider 
.theie things ; dotfaoa sot perftft any longer then in fuch a 
<|efpcrate way of finning againftthe cltar conviftion.qf thine 
xiwii conicience, which in this cafe muft needs give teftimthiy 
againft tl^ec/ » 

Well thent go to God with the words of David, Pfal. Ixfri. 
13, 14. and iliy unto him, <* I will pay thee, my vows which iny 
.^ I^siiavQ oci^rcd, and my tongue hath fpoken when I wa$ 
^ jJL a a i — 
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♦« in tnfttibf c." Pay If, feul, ani pay It fpBeffiljr wii^ Got!, ^c 
he will recover it by juftice, aiid fetch ft oiatcf thy bcmes %i 
liell. O trifle not ati^ tongcr with God, ai|| th« iii feiciH ferf- 
ous matters t^ thefc are ? 

• And now I hate done my endeivotir t© ^t ymtr Ibrm^ 
mercies and premites a refnrreftioh in ^oiir cbnfcicHces- 
that ydtl w^uld (it db^lHi ahd patffc i Whife Upon thefe thiflg$> 
and theh rcfleft upon t^c paft lAf^nrt^ df ydikr fiv^ and oo 
lurhat hath paffed betwiirt GoH \rA ybtat "fetels, in your former 
ftraits ftAd tronUes ? Let not thefe fl^ti %F6rdi SvtHic \ip(m tfty 
fplefctt) attd mike thete fey^ as'thfe wtdow df Sitfrcjyta did totfcc 
J^ophet Elijah, t Kmg^ XVii. I«. « Wh* hi^vc 1 1» do with 
•' the^, O thou ma?n of God ? Ait thoa corhe to call ^y fin 
«« to remembrance ?** But ratht* tet ft ^«t)rk kindly on (tiy 
lieart, and make if)€e fay as I>^}d td Ablg^l^ r Sam. xxV. 

i2, ^3. •« Blrfed bethe Ldrd God of Hrafel,, wfiibh Tent thee 
this dayfo itastx ftife ; iWd bteffcd fetfty rf^^e.** 
C A IJ T I <^ N V. 

THE fifth ind laft dih>g;er lih^ll wiirii ^(A^ rf) fls^ytmr co&- 
ten^pt and flightfe^ of deMH. Ah 1 fcdW Rght :|!fftat«r 
do ii^rarty <^f yoti, at leaft in ;<tprd8, 'n^ake <tf 1t^ tt feems you 
have little revterential feat of thife kmgof t^rw!)W,%^ only that 
you fpcak flightly ctf k, but alio bcc^iAfe fou make no mote 
}>reparatioits fofr it, a%d ire tto mdre feflfible ^ your pfefdrHk- 
tions and d^fiverarteefs &arh it. Hi^e^d, 'the h^^theh piii1ofe« 
pherg did rtany of thfcrft profefe a c-*ifte'nfipt cf daaA^ lifron the 
account of ^fdofti and fortitude ; ^aiftd thfey Sfcffcrfe accouiftdd tie 
*Taveft rften, that mbft drfpifed %rid flighted It : Bet, afos, po*r 
fouls 1 they fa^ i^ot their cAerwy againft X^rima. "diey feugfeft, 
but &irmifhed with Aeir eyfcs ftut ; thejr few indeed its pale 
face, biit fidt its fting knd dart. T^k^Te is felfi) a fe^il ^A- 
tempt of ^eath. "WfeifefeTy gra^t, thftt> In two cafesj, a^P- 
Kever May contemfe k. F/>y?, When it is *propouttded to them 
a temptation, on purpcfii to fckrc them fr^m thrift atid duty, 
thfen they (hbuW flight it 5 .as Rfev. iii. i^^ . *< Th<5y Idrcd toot 
i* their lives unto the de&th." Sicondfyy Wt^h %he natural cVil 
of deaKh is fet in cortipe^ioii ^ith Ifhi^ eftjdyment of God m 
glory, then Jihrfievar (hotiM <kfpi<e it, fes Chtift is laid lo do, 
Heb. wi. ^. thottj];h his *wi« a fhatncfel deaA. But upoti M 
other accounts and con fiderations, it i« the height <rf ftupidily 
tkM fecunty to de^fe it. 

Now, to the end that you niigfht have fight thoughts artd 
ilpprehettfions of <}eath, whieh may pyt you liponferious pft- 
|>iration fcr it \ and that when ever your turn comes to con* 
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• filOt Vfdi ^is kiAg of tarrors, under whofe hand tbt^ Poihpeys, 
Cdslars, and Alexanders of the world, who have been the teiv 
rcrrs of nations, have bowed ttown themfdves; I fay^tha^ when 
your turn and time c6mes, as the Lord only knows how foon it 

• mfty bO) you may efcape the Aroke of its jdart and fting» zmi 
talle to other bitternefs in death, < than the natural isvil of k-: 
to this end I hare dra#n the foUowiag quefttons and anfwtft) 
XK^iieh, if you pleafe, toay be calted The Seaman* s^sHMfM. 

*Ali4, oh! that you might not ilare to launch forth into the 
deeps, until yon haye ibrioufly interrogated *andexaminedy<na: 
hearts upon tbofe particulars. <% ! that you would xtkAf^^ 
isfti^t you go fordb, to vritfadraw yourfeivos a while from tjl 
clamours and diilra£tion«, and calmly and £erioulty catcefaife 
your Q^n feives in this manner. 

^icji. I . What may the iffue of thiso^oyage be? 

MHfw. Death, Pr*r* xxvii. i. *< Boaft notthyfdf of to-mor* 
** row, for thou knoweft not what a day may bring forth.** Jam- 
•iv. 1 3, 14. ** Go tQ now, ye that fay. To day, or to-«iottoWf 
** we vili go into fuch a city, and continue there a year, and 
<« buiy and fell, and get gain : whereas you know not what fhall 
«* be on the morrow ; for what is your life ? It is ereh a vapour 
«* that appearcth for a little tim«, and then vaniflieth away,** 

^itfi. 2. What « death? . 

Anftv. Death is a feparation of foul and body, until the tefur« 
te£bton, 2 Cor. v. 1 . ** We know that if oureaithly houfejofthis 
♦• tabernacle be diflblved." Job xiv. 10, 11,12. Read the wordB. 

"^ejh. 3. Is death to foe defpifed and flighted^ if it be fo ? 

/^nfw. O no ! It is one of the moft weighty and ferious thif^s 

• Aat ever a creature went about : fo dreadful doth it appear to 
fome, thatthefearof it fubjeSs them to bondage all their lives, 
Heb. ii, 15.^* And to deliver them who, through fear of death, 
-•* were all their life-time fuhjed to bondage." And in forif - 
2tiM!ie it is tailed, The king ^ trrrorsf Job xviii. 14. Or the 
black prince, as fome tranflate. Never had any prinoe fuoh 
a title before. To fome it hath been fo terriUe, that none 
inight mention tts name before them. - ' 

^ieft, 4. What ma^ces it fo terrible and affrighting toymen ? 

Jnfw. Several things concur to make it terrible to die moft 
«f men: as, jffr;^, Its harbingers and antecedents, which aw 
ilrong pains, confli^s, and agonies. Secondly^ Its office and 
work it comes about, which is to transfer ua into the oihsr 
world. Hence, Rev. vi. 8. it is fet forth by a ;peUe horfo : sm 
horfe for itsufe and office to carry you away from hence inio 
Ihe »jpeF> &[ fower regian bf oofnity 4 and Xf^ horfi^ for ill 
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ghaftlinefs aaci terror. Thirdly^ But above all, it is terrible jn 
fegard of its confequence ; for it is the door of eternky» Ac 
parting point betwixt the prefent world and that to come ; the 
«itmoil line and boundarv of all temporal things. Hence^ HeJi. 
iz« 27. << It is appointed unto men once to die i but after thi& 
^ the judgment," Rev. vi. 8. *< And I looked, and behold, a 
.*< pale horiie, and his name that fat on faim was Death, and hell 
** followed him." Ah ! it makes a fudden and ftrange alterati- 
<m upon mens conditions, to be plucked out of houfe, and 
lirom among friends, and honours, and fe many delights, and 
hurried in a moment into the land of darkueis, to he cloathed 
with flames, and drink the pure wrath x)i the Almighty for 
-ever. T his is it that makes it terrible. 

$tiefi. 5. U death be lb weighty a matter, am I prepared 
to die? 

jinfw* I doubt not \ I am m&aid I waat manjr things that are 
fieceffary to a due preparaticm for it. 

^eft. 6. What are thofe things wherein ^ due preparatioa 
for death confifteth ? ' 

Jnjw. Many things arc neceflary. ^*^> Special and faviug 
union with Jefus Chrift. This is that which difarms it of its 
fting: ^ O death, where is thy fiing ? Thanks be to God, who 
** hath given [us] the vidory, through |[our] Lord Jefus Chrift,** 
1 Cor. XV, 55, 57. So John xi. 26. •* Wholbevcr [liveth], 
* and [believeth] in me, (hall never die." Whofoever liretlt, 
i. e.) IS quickened with a new fpiritual life and principle, and 

puts forth the principal aft of that life, viz. faith, he Jhall 
ne^'cr dici (i. e.) eternally. This hornet, death, (hall never 
leave its fting in his fides. Secondly , To entertain death 
comfortably, the evidence and knowledge <rf this union is nc- 
ceffary, 2 Cor. v. i. « For w? [kriow^ that if our earthly 
** faoufe of this tabernacle were dUfolveil, we have a buildingof 
** God," dc. And then he cannot only be content, but groas 
to be uncloathed, ver. 2* A miftake in the former will coft me 
fny foul ; and a miltake here will lofe me hiy peace and com- 
fort. Third fyf In order to this evidence, it is neceflTary that I 
keep a good confcience in all things both towards God and 
man, 2 Cor. i. 12. ** This is our rejoicing, even die teftimony 
*< of our confcience, that in fimplicity, and godly fincerity, not 
" in fleftily wifdom, but by the grace of God, we have^had our 
** converfation in the world.** This good confcience refpe£b 
sl\ and every part of our work and duty to be done, and all and 
every fin to be renounced and denied : fo that he is that is early 
unHed ufito Chrift by f^th, hath the dear ciridence of d»t wiir 
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OA 5 ailJthe evidence fairly gathered from the teftimony of 2 
Kood cotifciepce, witneffing his faitbfulncfs, as to all duties Uor 
•&, done, and iiiis to he avoided^ he is fit to die \ death can dcr 
Xiimno harm \ but, ahs! thefe things are not to be found in me. 

^lefi. 7. But what if 1 die without fuch a preparatbn as: 
mhis IS ? What will the conre(]aence of that be ? 

Anfw. Very terrible, even die fepai atien of n»y foul ^d 
tody from the Lord to all eternity ;. Job» in* %t* ** He that 
'^ believeth on the Son hath.everlaftui^ life : and he that be«^ 
** licveth not the Son» fliall not fee life \ but the wrath oCGod 
*« abideth onhim?* He Jbalt no f Jie Itfe ;ihevQ is thfiprivi- 
five part of Ms nriferyi ieparation from the blefied God. j^nd 
the \j^raftn^f marie it, not anger, but wrath ; not the wrath of 
~xnan, butof (_God], at Wbbfe rebukes the mountains &cip lite 
frighted men, and the hills treaibk : the wrath^ of God not 
«imly fla(hes out upon him, as a tranfient flafli of ligl^tening; 
1>ut [abideth\ dwells, flicks fail ; there is no power in: the 
"world can loofe the foul from \U [Upwi /nm}^ not the body on- 
ly, nior the fonl only, but6n[A/wl {/• ^.) the whole perfon, 
the whole man* Here is the principal pofitive part of that 
man's mxfery. ' ' 

^^. 8. Ganlibear Ai^mifery ? - \ \ 

Anfw. Nor my heart (;aiuiot endure, nor my bands be^ 
ftfong, when God fhaU have, to do with me upoathis account. 
I i^nnot bear His wrath ^ angck could not bear it y it hath funk 
them into the depths of mi&ry. Thofe that feel but a few 
-^rnrks of it in their conferences here, are even diftra&ed by it; 
Pfaim Ixxxviii. 15. Chrift himfetf had never borne up under 
it, had it not b^cn fupported bv the infinite power of the di- 
vine nature, Ife xlii. i • *<^Behold my Servant whom I uphold." 
How then ih^LI live, when God dothrtbis ? what will be done 
to the dry tree ? Oh 1 there is no abiding of it, it is infufFer-^ 
able J " The finnfers in Zionare afraid ; tremWing furprizeth 
•< the hypocrite i who among us (balj dwell with the devour- 
«• ingfire? Who can enduns^ the everlafting burning?*' Ifa*. 
xxxiii. 14I 

^leji. 9* If it cannot be borne, is there any way to prevent 

it ? ^ ■ '",.... 

Jn/m. Yes, there is hope in Ifrael concerning this thing. 
And herein I am in better cafe than tbc damned 5 I have the 
{may Ws^ of mpcrcy, and they have not. Ob I what would the# 
give for a pofllbility of falvation ? Ifa. I. 16, 17, 18. " Warn 
•* ye, make you clean, put ^way the evil of your doings from 
<^ before mine ey4s ; ceafc to do evil, learn todo.well,^ isc. 
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** Come nov, Jet us reafon together: and though your fim be 

V as fcarlct, they (hall be as fnow,*l Ifa. Iv. 7. " L^t the 
V wicked i'orfake his ^ay> and the uhrightec^is man ht« 
*^ thoughts : and let hiip return unto the JUorcl, and be wiH 

V kave mercy upon him ; and to our Qod, for he will abun- 
•* dantly pardon." 1 hough my difea(e be dangf^rou^, it is nqi 
iefperate* it doth not fcorn a remedy. Oh ! there is h^sim in 
Cileady and a phyfieian there. There is yet a poffibtKty, nojt 
onty of reco^'ering my primitive glory, hot to be feria abetter 
Cafe than ever Adam was. 

%u;^. 10. How may that bj? ? 

^///tv. By going to the Lord Jefus Chriftt Bom. vlti. r, 
^ There is therefore now no condemnation to them that aoei^ 
«♦ Chriff Jefus." Rom. viii.33^34. ^* Who Ihall lay any thing 
« to the charge of God's ele£t ? It is God that juftifieth, Who 
*< is he that oondemneth i h is Chrift that died^ y^a, ratbeFi 
^ thai is rifen again." 

$}teft. u. JJut what is it to go to Chrift ? 
. jtvfw. To go to Chrift, is to * embrace him m hi« t pp> 
fim and t officest and to reft § entirely and clofely upon him 
for II pardon of fm, and ft eternal life: being deeply %% fcnfibic 
of the want and worth of him. John i. la. " To as many as 
** "[received] him, he gave power to become the (bns ofQadi 
•• even to as maiiy as believed on hiis name." Joha iii- 36. 
*•*« He that bclicveth [on the SonJ hath life." i Cor. i. 50. 
^* And of him are ye in Chrift Jefus, who of God is made 
** unto us wifdom, rigbteoufncfs, faniHfication and redemp^ 
" tion." A&s iv. 12. <* Neither is there fajvation in any 
<^ other," 6c, Afts xiii. 39! •* And by him all that belieic 
** are [juftified from all things,] from which ye cpuld not he 
« juftified by the law of Mofes." Ifa. ^Iv. 22. « Look unto 
^* me, and hie yc faved," A£bii. ^j. ** Now yrhen they heari 
^ this they were pricked to tlte heart," 6ic. 

^lefi. 12. Bur will Chrift receive me, if I go unto bt|n ? 

^nfw, Yes^ ycfi ; he is more ready to retzeive thee, than 
thou «rt to come to him; Lulce xv. 20. " An<f he smofe* anrf 
^ came to his father : but, when kc was yet 3 great ym off*, 
'*• his father faw him, and had compaffion on him, ana ranj 
'* ajjd fell on his neck, and kilBed hiaft." The fundotlfibut go, 
the father ran ; if he bad but received him into tht houfe, it 
liud been ihueh ; but he fell on his nock« and kiffed him. He 

* John i. 12. f John ill. 1j5. % i Cor* i. ^^. ^ AA>tf. if, 
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Ve^tdcs falm» much after that rati he exprefied himfelf to re* 
'Kuuming Ephraim : * My bow4^ are troi^led iEbr him ; I will 
«* furely have m^ircy on him," Jer. xxxi, lo* There x$ not tb^ 
leaft parenthefis in all the pages of free-grace^ to exclude a fbu} 
tJaat is fincerely willing to come to Chrift. . 

^eft. 1 3* But how may it appear that he is willing tp re? 
«eive me ? . 

Anfm* Make trial of himt^jTelf. If thou didft but know 

kis heart to popr finners^ you would, not queflion it* Believe 

*«rhat he faith in the gofpel ; there thgu ihalt find that he \S9^ 

-willing Saviour; for therein thou hafti firft, his mod ferioul 

invitations, Matth. xi. 28. « Come unto me, ye that ar# 

<^ weary and heavy ladeq." Ifa. Iv. i. " Hp ! every one that 

^' tfairftetb, come ye xp the M;j»ti&rsJ' . Thefe feriou^ invitatidij^ 

are, fecondly^ backed and confirmed with his os^th^ Ezekj. 

Tfxtyi. n. "As I live, Idefire. not the death of a finncr." 

Thirdly, An\plified with pathedcal wifh^s, (igbs and groaosi 

I^ake xix. 42. << Qh! that thou hadft knpwn^ even thou, ^ 

« leaft, in this thy day." Fourthly, Yea, delivered unto thettt 

in undiflembled tears. Mat. xxiii. 37, 38. ^' He wept over it^ 

f < and fatd, O Jerufalem, Jeruialem 1" Fifthjjr, Nay^ he hath 

<hed not only tears, but blood, to convince thee of his willing*' 

nefsi View him in his. dying pofture upon the crofs, ftrctch- 

ing out his dying arms.to gather thee, hanging down his blef* 

fed htad to kifi thee ; every one of his wounds was a mouth 

- <^n6d to convince thee of the; abundant . willingpefs of Chrif^ 

to rcc^pive thee* 

!^ft. 14. But my fins are dyed in grain ; I am a finndr of 
therUackeft hue: will he jceceive and pardon fuch an one? 
. Anfm^ Yea, foul, if thou be willing to committhyfelftohim : 
]&* i« iB- <<Come now, let us reafon together ; though your 
«< fins be. as fcarlet, I will make ihem as fnow ; though thef 
^ be red like crimfon, I will make them as wool." 

^utjl. i5« This is comfortable news; but 4nay I not delay 
ssq ciofing with him for a while, and yet not hazard m]r 
eternal happineft, feeing I refolve to come to tim at laft ? 

Anpw. Nos tjaercmuftbe no delays in this cafe; Pfaln^ 

dcsix. 60. <« I made hafte, and delayed not to keep thy cpn> 

^* mtndmcnts/' ' , 

^itfi. I €• Why may I noTddfer it, at leaft for a little while I 

Anfw^ For many weighty reaforis this work can bear no de» 

lays. Firfl, The offers of grace are made to the prefent time, 

Ueb. iii. 1$., <« ^hUftit isfiad to-dav, harden aotyowliiem.'' 

Vto* yi. 3 b >. . 
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There may be a few more days of God's patience, but f!3af.i^ 
unknown to thee. 2. Your life is immediate uncertain \ hxytr 
manythoufamb are gone into eternitir fince the laft night ? If yoir 
can fay to Gcknefs wlien it Comes, Go, and come again another 
time> it were fomewhat. 3. Sin is not a ^ing to be dailied> 
with. Oh,- who would be wiUiiig to lie down one night un- 
der the guik df all his fins I 4. Delays increafe the difficulty 
ef converfion r fin ftiU roots it «:lf deeper v habits are the more 
ftrengthenedy and the heart ftill more hapdned. 5. There be 
thou^d» now in hell, that periihed through deteys ; their con- 
. fcience^ oAen urged and preiTed hard upon them, and maay 
refolutions they had,. ^ ^hou haft now s but they were nerer 
ferfe^ed by aniwerable executions, and fa tbef perilhed* 
€• Thy way of finning now is defperate \ for every moment 
thou art zOaxtg againft clear light and convi^ioii ; and that vi 
a dreadfulway of finning^ 7. There can be no iblid reafon 
for one hom-s delay ; fos thou canft not be happy too ibon : 
and be-fure of ifly^ if erer thou come to taite of the fweetnefs of a 
Ghriftian life, nothing wiU mosc pierce and* grieve thee thair 
this, that thou enjoyedft it no fooner. 

^xefi. 17. Oh^ out the pleafwes of ^\n engage »e to iti 
how ifaaH \ break thefe cords and fnares ? 
- Anfw^ That (hare may be broken, by confiderisg (plemnly 
thefe five things., r. Tbat^to take pk^ure in fin, is anr argu- 
ment of a mod deplorable and wretched' ftate of foulr What 
a poifenous naturedothk argue ih a toad, that is fucking in no* 
thing but poifon andfilth where-ever it crawls? O what an heart 
haft thon ! Haft thou noAiogfofind pka&re in but that which 
makes the Spirit of Cbrift fed, and the hearts of faints ake and 
groan, which digged hell, and fet i» endleis miferies upon the 
world I 2* Think that the mifery ii invokes thee in is infi-^ 
nitely beyond the delights }t tempts thee by :• it dotk but de- 
light the fenfual part, ^nd that but wkh a brutifli pleafurr, 
but will torment thy immortal fouf, and that for ever. The 
pleafure will ^ickly go-off, but the fting will FematOp behicRiL 
*V I tafted bur a littfe honey on the top of my rod, (faid Jonar 
•• than) and I muft die,'' r Sam. xiv. 43^ 3. Nay,, that is not 
all \ but the Lord proportions wrath according to the pleafufcs 
fouls have had in fin. Rev. xvPii. 7. << How much ihe hadk 
** Hved delicicJufly, fo much torment and forrow give unto 
. *< her.** 4. What 60^ thou pay, or, at leaft, pawn for thb 
pleafure? Thy foul, thy precious foul, is laid to ftakeforit;^ 
and, in eff<:a, thus thou fayeft, when thou'deferreft the clofing 
withCl^ift npouthc aci^ountof enj6ying the pl^afures of fin ;^ 
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%tt!!e kniger : Here, devil, take liiy foul into thy pbflcffion'ani 
jpttmet z if I.rqsent I will have it again ; if not| it is thine for 
^^vo". O dear-bought pleasures ! 

^What is the world ? A great exchange of waret 
'^Vy hcrcln all forts and faxes cheapning are -: 
**The flelh, Ae devil, fit and cry, what ladk ye ? 
"WTicn mdft they fawn, they moft Intend to rack ye. 
The wares are cups of joy, and beds of pleafure ; 
There's goodly choice, down weighty and 'flowing meafare« 
J^L fours the price, but they give time to pay, 
'TTpon the death -bed, or the dying-day. 
'Hard is thehargain, and unjuft the meafure, 
"When as the price fo muoh oijtladis the|)leaforc* 

taftfyy it is:tky grofe mifliakeiro think thou fbak be bereaven 

.of all delights and pleafures, by coming under the government 

of Chrift : for one of thofe things in which his kingdom confiiQ:$» 

is jpy in the holy Ghofl;, Rom. xiv. 17. Indeed, it allows no 

,.finful pleafures to the iiibje^bs of it, nor do they need it j but 

f irc^m the day thou clofefl in with Chriil, all thy pure, real, and 

' eternal pleafures and delights begin to bear date. When the 

|irodigalwa$ retui^ned^Q his father iben^ faith the text, ^^They 

' *< liegan to be caerry,'* Luke xv^ 24. . See A£\s «iii. 5, 6. No, 

;. |io, foul, .thfiu fl^alt want no joy, for the fcripturc faith, " 'they 

' << ihall be abundantly fatisfiea witfa^he fatncfs of thy houfe^ 

<« and thou flvalt makediem drink o£the river of thy pleafures ; 

^ for wth thee is the fountain xrf Ufe»" ^c. Pfal. xxxvi. 8, 9. 

^lejl. J ft. But how fliall I be able ^ undergo the Severities 

43f religion? There are diihcult duties to be dorie^ and an hea- 

^y croi5 to be taken up ^ thefo be the things that Jaunt me. - 

Jn/w* If pain and fuflFeriag .daunt thee, how. is it thou 

art not more out of losre with fiq than with religion i For it is 

moft certain, that the fufFerings for Chrift are nothing to hell^ 

vihe juii reward and certain ifliie.of fin ; the pains of mortifica* 

^ 4:ion are nothing td uh^ pains of damnafion^ there is no com- 

-pare betwixt fufferiflg fotf* Chrift, and fufiering from Chrift; 

, Matth. v. 29. " If thy right hand ox ^ye offend thec» cut k 

^< off, and pluck it out; it is profitable for chee that one mem- 

<< ber fuffer, than that the whole body be<aft into hell." Se- 

,condIy, ^Thou feeft the worft5 bat not^thc beft of Chrift. There 

i>e jpys and comibrts in thofe difficult duties and fufierings, 

^t (bou feeft not -, Col. i. 24. *^ Who tiow rejoice in my fuf 

Jibhz , 
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be thy dFiftiacc frn- ri.r,#\ p^^^^,^ ^,, ^ ^. . j|^ 

«« throygfa him th« ens mc. Tbc Sf '^^l 

*• firmitics,*' takes ttie o'tirr end of the hori}ai« n ^H 

Wliai meindl tbou to fLand upon (ud% tenns, wk: I^H 

vcn or bcUt eternal life or d^ti, that Ik before ihcc f ^' 

^j^. i*y* But lo wUii ptirpare i*ill my rDdcjrourrt tjD comt i 
to Cbnft be» tinlcfi I be clcclcd ? AU wiD be : -. | 

^lyW. True; Ifchcrabcnot ^^--^-K •**-' ^"'fl 

hi mi Of happinc^ by him : but, t ] 

to IWvc ; for in thy uiiconTCfted iuiCt lUy ^ -j 

de£licm ift a fecrct lo tboc J the oiJy way to m ^jj 

ftrivin^ and gtving all dsli^mce tn the way td tiuty, a l^flHI 
10* Ani) if you pomlcr the text well* ^^nti wit! ftn J. tT, ni <^^| 
lion IS not only made fure tn the way '^H 

bt!f callbg is put befefc Iff anil Itcs i;i uiuci lu r: ^ ui u vod/U 
thy dfcclual €i]ljii|t and theti thine defiKon* _ J 

^irfl. 20. Btit I have no ftrenfth c( my own to co<flMH 
Chrift by : and 13 it not abfurd to urge roe upon Impoffibi^^^ 
in order to my falv;i!ton ? 

Anfuf. Firrf, Certainly you arc more abfurd in p1e:uiiiigand 
pretcndinp your impotence againft yom diity 1 for yoo da 
think ydu have a power to come to Clin(l> elfie how do you 
quiet your confcience with promifesand folve* of coAyetfion 
hereafter ! Secondly, Though ir ' 
be done without the conctirrtntt: > / - . 

true, that thy inability to do what is above thy powert dmti 
^ot otcufc thee front doing vrh;^t is in thy power to do. C ^'^^^ 
H10U not forbear, at leaftj many external a£b of Cm ? A 
■hou not perform, at lead, the external a£^!t of duty ? Oh : 
Rhou canft not come to Chnftj yet, as the blind m?.n, lie in Ael 
Plvay of Chrid : do what thou canft do, and c< ^ bcwiiE 

■Ihy impotcney, that thou canft do no more. '. - hou b«| 
BbJcc thy foul aGdc in fecrct, and thua bemoan it s n^f p<>or (bd i [ 
pwhat wilt thou do ? O whac will become of thee, thou art 
fchriftlefsjcovcnantlefsj hopelefs, and, which is moft fad, fenfc" 
ijef^ and bowdlefs ? oh J thou can ft not bear the infinite wrath 
fof the eternal God, whofe Almighty power will be ieton work 
to torment fuch as tbou art 1 and yet tho\i t;i^cft no courfc to i 
prevent it 1 Thou feeft the bufy diligence of all others, ami how 
the kingdom of heaven fuffers violence by them t and an liot 
thou as deeply engaged to look to thy own hippiudi, a? mif 
in this world i Will hell be more t^jlciabie to thee th^in otbei^.' 



O what a compofitlon of ftopidity and floch att dioti : llioo 
liveft after fuch a rate, as if there were neither fife in beU t» 
%iOTmeat thee, nor glory in heaven to reward thee. If God and 
difift, heaven and hell, were but dreams and laUes, tbon 
4:?ou3dft not be lefs affe£led with them. Ah, my fecii! my foull 
nay precious foul ! I^it eafy to periih i Wilt thou die as afoot 
^eth ? O that men would but do this, if they can dp no more I 
And, now, foul, you fee what death is, tdat you have made 
-fefligbt of ^ and what is the only way that we poor ions of ) 
^ath, have to efcape its fting. You have here £een the vanity 
of all your pleas^and pretences againft converfion, and the way 
^oChrift prepared and caft up for you. Now,, firs, I beg yon, 
in the name of God that made you, and as if i made thia lo- 
^neft upon my bended icnees to you, that you will now, with- 
out any more delays, yield yonrfelvd^ to the Lord. Soul, I b^- 
feedk thee, hafte thee into thy chamber, fhut thy door, and be- 
fpeak the Lord aftef fome fuch manner as this, before thou da* 
reft to launch out into the deeps again. 

O dreadful and glorious Majefty ! thou haft bowdsof mer- 
cy, as well as beams of glory : I have heard the founding of 
thefe bowels for me this day. Lord, I have now heard a repre* 
fentation of the grim and ghaftly face of death : ah, I have now 
feen it as the king of terrors, as the ck)or of eternity, as tlie 
parting point, where finners take their eternal farewel of adl 
their delights: I have feen this black prince mounted on his 
pale horfe, and hell following him : I have been convinced this 
day, that if he fliould come and fetch away my foal in thatccm- 
dition- it is, hell would follow him indeed. Lord, I have now 
. keard of the prince of life alfo, in wbofe bleeding fide death 
hath left and loft its envenomed fting; fo that though it may 
kill, yet it cannot hurt any of his members. To this glorioas 
Redeemer I have now been invited $ all my pretences againft 
him have been confuted, and giy foul, in fm name, afiuted of 
welcome, if I c6me unto him, and caft myfelf upon him* 
And now. Lord, I come, I come, upon thy call and invitation f 
I am unfeignedly willing to avouch thee this day to be my 
God, and to take thee for my pcntion. Lord Jefus ! I come 
unto thee ; thy clay, thy creature moves towards the fountain 
<rf' pity : look hitherto, behold a fpedacle of mifery. Bowels 
of mercy, hear ! behold my naked foul, not a fag of righteouf^r 
ifeft to cover it ; behold my ftarving ^ul, not a bit of breaci 
• for you to ezt: ah ! it has led upon wind and vanity hitherto^ 
Behold my wounded foul bleeding at thy foot ; every part, head 
iii|dhekl;»^iUaiHigffe^oiis>attwoundedbyfin. OthoQcom*^^ 
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paffionate Simaritan ! tum afide^ and pour thy ibirereign \AoqI 
tmo thefe bleeding wounds, which, like fb many opened mouthy 
{>Iead for pity, ikhold a retufning fubmittiiig rebel, willing 
10 lay dowB Ae weapons of iinrighteoufiieis, ai|d to come up» 
on the Jmec for % pardon. Ob, I am weary of the fervice of £% 
I can endure it no longer \ Lord Jefus,' ^ou waft anointed to 
pDeach glad ddings to the meek, ahd to proclaim liberty to 
the captives, and the cqfening of the prifon>to them that are 
bound; oocne sow, and kmxrk off thofe fetters of unbelief: O 
iet my foul at liberty, that k may praife thee! For fo many 
years Satan bath cruelly tyrannized ov^er me* O that this 
might be the acceptaUe year of the Lord» and the day of the 
fidvation of my Qod ! Lord, thou waft lifted up, to draw men 
<iQto thee I and, indeed, thou art a drawing Saviour, a lovelf 
}efusi I have hitherto flighted thee, but it was beeaufe I did 
not know dice ^ mine eyes have been held by unbelief, when 
chou waft opened in die gofpe] ; but now I fee thee as the 
chiefeft of ten tboufands. Thou art the glory of heaven, thp 
glory of earth, the glory of Sion ( and, oh ! that thou wouldfi 
be the glory of my foul ! t confefs, I am ^Qt worthy thou 
{houldft look upon me ; I may much rather txpcGi to be tram^ 
pled under the feet of juftice, than to be embraced in diin^ 
arms of mercy: and that thou ihonldft rachei ihed my pcdlu*- 
ted blood, than fpi inkle thine own upon me* But, Lord, 
^what profit isijhete in my blood? Wilt thou purfue a dried 
leaf? Shall it ever be faid, ihat^he merciful King of heaven 
hanged. up a poor foul that put the rope about his own neck, 
and fo came fdf-condemningiy to h\,m for mercy ! O, my Lord, 
I am willing to fubmit to any terms, be they never fo hard and 
ungrateful to the fie(h : I am fure, whatever I fhall fufler in thy 
fervice, cannot be like to what 1 have fufFered, or am like to 
fuffer by fin ; hcncetbrth Jbe thou ray Lord and mafter 5 thy fcj" 
vitc is perfect freedom % be thop my prieft and prophet, my wif- > 
dpm and righteoufnefs. I refign up myfelf unto thee ; my poor 
foul with all its faculties, my body;ivith aH its members, to be 
jiving infiruments of thy glory- h^tkaiin^/s to the Lord Ik 
now written upoa them all, let my tongue henceforth plead for 
thee, my hands be lifted up udto thy teftimonies, my feet walk 
in thy ways : O let all my affeaions, as willing ferv^its, wait 
upon thee, and be aftive for thee. Whatever I am, let me he 
^or thee ; whatever I have, let it be thinci whatever I can d^, 
let me do for thee 5 whatever I can fuffer, let me fuffer for thee, 

that I might fay, before I go hence, my beloved is mine, and 

1 am his ! O that what ! have begged on earth, might be rati- 
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fied in hcafen-! my fpirit within me faith, Jmen. Lord Jc- 
fuS) fay thou j^men. 



THE 
S E A M A N ^s COMPANION: 

^Wherein the Myfteries of ProTideacc, relating to Seamen, 

are opened ; therr Sins anxt Dangers difcoveted ; their Du- 

^ ties preiled, and their feveral Troubles and Burdens relievecL 

;. Infix praOical and faitaUe SERMONS. 



yb all Majlerfy Mariners j and Seamen : efpeciaUy fuch as btr 
long to the Port of Dartmouthy and the Parts adjacent^ 

SIRS,. 

YOUR ready^ acceptation of my former labours for yoo, 
hath encouraged this fecond and laft endeavour of min& 
this way to ferve you. I hare for many years been convinced 
of the great ufe and need you have of the following difcourfes: 
But the motives that quickned me to their publkation at this 
timcy wei e efpecially thefe two : 

Firfty The hand of the Lord hath gone forth ^rith terror a-' 
gadxift you ; this winter many of your companions are gone 
down to the bottom. Such a doleful account of (hipwrecks 
£rom every coaft^ and fuch fad lamentations as have been 
•heard in almoft every maritime town, cannot but deeply afFe£i: 
every heart with forrow and compailioh, and hath engaged me 
in this fervice for the rtmnant that is Irft. 
, Secondly y The feafonable and prudent care his Maj<;fty hath 
at this time manifefted for the regulation and prefervation of 
yourNewland trade, and encouragement of yourhoneil induf* 
try therein, hath alfo provoked me to haften this dei^n, for 
: die regulation of your litres and mamierS) without which, all 
external meads will fignify but little to your true profperiiy^ 

' This little manual contains the fum of your duty in the fe- 

ypral parts of your employments, and faithfully rfifcovers the 

temptations and dangers attending you in them all. Upon 

^whicb confideration it is fitly enticuled^ T'i'if Seaman'^ Com- 

.PANiaN." , ' ' , 



}t4 7^ EpIfiU Dedie^tfry. 

As God harii caft my lot among you, fo he kith%icliiici3 my 
heart ftudioufly to promote your welfare. I have heen, by loftg 
obferration, convinced, that one principal caufe of your mif- 
carriagesy is tib ^ negle£b of God in your outfets. Did you pray 
more, you might exped to profper better. Indeed, if that 
Epicurean doArjne were true, that God concerns not hxmfdf 
about the affairs c^this lower world, but kaves sdl things to be 
fwayed by the power of natural caufes, your negled of prayer 
might be more excufable: But, whilftfuccefies and difappoint- 
ments depend upon his pleafure,^ it cannot but be the moft 
iivtfk courfe you can fteer to ruin all, to forget and negle£l 
God in your enterprizes. To cure this evil, and preirem die 
manifold mifchiefs that follow it, the firftjermon is defigned. 
And if the Lord (hall blefs it to your convidion and reformati- 
on,! may then comfortably apply the words of Mofes to you, 
Deut. xrxiii. i8. «< Rejoice, Zebulun, in thy going out.** 
) You often hear the terrible voice of God in the ftorms; an4 
are at your wit's end, not knowing what courfe to take, nor 
which way to turn for fafety and comfort : And yet how ibon 
are all thofe impreflions worn off? And thofe mercies which 
(whilft new) were fo affe£ting, after a few ^ays become ft^ 
and common. I have, therefore, in ^^fec$ndfe'nnmy laboiii- 
ed not only to dire^ and fupport you in thofe ftraits, but 
have alfo endeavoured to fcL the fenfe of thofe providence o- 
pon yoUr hearts, and inftrud you how to make due improve- 
ments of them, by anfwering the feveral aims and defigns of 
them. 

It hath been much ,upon my heart, to what and how many 
temptations to (in you are expofed in foreign countries, where 
iawtul remedies are abfent, alluring objeAs prefent, and temp- 
tations, e^tceedingly ftrengthned »upon you, by hopes of fe- 
crecy and concealment : And, indeed, for a man, wbofe bean 
is not thoroughly feafoned with religion^ and awed by theftar 
of God, to converfe in fuch places, and with fuch company, 
and not be polluted with their (ins, is, upon the^ matter, (tf 
great a miracle, as for the three children to come put of the 
fiery furnace without an hair finged, or the fmell of fire upon 
their garments.^ I have therefore prepared for you the beft 
prefervative frc^n thefe temptations in the third fonmn^ which 
the Lord make an effe£hial antidote to your fouls againfithe 
corruptions that are in the world through luft. 

I have frequently obferved the mifchievous infttfence that 
fuccefs.Rodprofperity have had upon foin« of yoa: Howtke 
God ojf your mercies hath been forgotten, and his namim 
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md^ inftrum^ts of fin againft him : How apt )are men to a- 
fcribe all to their own wildotn, date and induftry, as if God 
had no hand in it ? The fourth Jermon therefore leads up your 
th^u^ts td thi fotintain' of all your good, and drops mdny 
very feafonable and neceffary cautions upon you, to keep you 
huinble arid thankful under pfoTpefity. 

.-And becaufe men will not own Gfid in their fuccefs, but fa- 
crifice to their own net ; God often teaches them the evil of it, 
by £id lofles and difappqintments: Tea, difappointments fonif - 
times follow the beft of men, and that in the moft juft and 
honed employments- ^ To caution the former for?, and fupport 
the latter, in fuch a cafe, I recommend iht jiftk femion to your 
i^rioiis confid^ration, not doubting, if the blefling of God go 
iicHth with it^ but it may prove a very feafonable and ufeful dif- 
courfe to ypu in that condition. 

And^ iaftly, becs^e it is fo common for feamen to forget 
the many mercies th^y have received in a voyage, .when, it is 
. pver, and God hath brought them to the havens of de£re, and 
•Wioixg their relations, I have, in the loft fermon^ iuftru&ed 
them, in their duty, and laboured to work in fuch a fenfe of 
mcroi^s upon their hearts, as may engage them to a dtie and 
thankful acknowledgment of God in all. 

You fee, by this brief account, how honeft the defignisjn 
which I have engaged for you. B^t I am f(^fible, that the 
management is very defeAive, it being difpatched in hafte, and 
when my, hands were .filled with. other work, and my body 
clogged with m^ny infirniities. But, fuch as it is, I heartily 
. devote it to the fpecial fervice of your fouls, jind itesmin - 

Tours f in all Chrifiian ferykt^ 

J 6 H N F L A V E L. 

Dartmouth, Jan. 21. 1675. 
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S £ R M O N. I. 

^t^ xxi. 5» 6* ^nd we ineeteddovmm thejhore^ and prayed^ 
end when we had taken our leave one ofamtter^ w€ toakjbip^ 
and tl^ returned hmne again, 

THISfcriptme gives us'an account of ike manner of 
Paiftl'a embarkmgat Tyre^ in his voyage for Jerufakm^ 
and therein. an excellent pattern for aH that go down into the 
feas, to do bufinefr in the great ^vaters. his true^ his bufin^> 
in that toVage, waft not to get an eftate^ but to ¥ritne& to the 
truths 4>f Jefa» Chrift, with the hazard of his life* Many dif- 
couragetnents be met with in this Toy^e, and not the leaft at 
Tyte^ where he met with certain difeiple^ that (aid to fainr^ by 
the Spirit^ that he (boitld not go to* Jerufaiem, though, m AaXy 
they followed their own fpirit ; but be is not to foe difibaded: 
Like that noble Roman *, mi vpon ^ mote noble aixouttf, 
. * be ] tdged it necefiary to gp» bot not to Kve/ The difdples 
fteing bi» untllenible rdblmiosf ei^refstbeiraffeftionsto him 
at partingt by briaging him to the fhip, and that with dieir 
whole femjlics) wiTes and cbildreh, Tcr* 5*. therein giving him 
the laft m^ik of their dear refpeds* 

In this farewel) their Chriilian affe&ioiis ace mutually mani* 
fefted by two forts of a£kionSy 

f Sacred "H Tftayers 
Viz. < and > in ) and 

(^ Civil 3 ^SalutatiQns. 

1. Prayers ; the beft office one Chriftian can do for another. 
As prayer is the beft preface, fo certainly it is the beft dofe t» 
any bufinefs or enjoyment : In which prayer yrc may note the 
place, pofture, and matter or fcope. 

fiVy?, The place ; it was upon the Jbore^ the parting plact 
near to which the fliip rode, waiting for Paiiil : And this was 
aamiufual thing among them in thoftt days* Tertullian f telis 

♦ Necffeeji ut eem^ mm ut vham. Ca^fan 

t Per m/jc tltitu freces ad eoeium Piiitml. Tcrtul. de Jcjw. 
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"US, <« they fern tlicir prayers tofaeaTea from every' fliorc;*' and 

^Hewhere, he calls them» ot^ion^s iHt^raks^ ** (hore^prayers.'' 

' So cttftomary k wa$ for holy men, in thofe daysy to be taken in- 

td dieihip or boat from their knees, not from the tavern or 

4lc-ho^<^" , 

. Secondly^ The pofture 5 ** they kneded down." As all 
. places, fo all pdl^es have been ufod in pray^. Some, have 
^fed €me pofture," and f^att another; but this is thecommoa 
^9n<d ordinary pofture : Knees when they caa'(as an i^geniouf 
author Speaks) then they muft be bowed. 

7%irdiyi The matter and fi:ope of the prayer, which though 
It be not expreiled,' yet may with great probability be argued 
from the place and oceafioii, to be, as Erafnuis Ipeaks, Ptp 
Jtm/la nitvigatimie^ &X a prosperous froyage, anddiHne. pro* 
te£iimi. He knew to what, and how gnaay haezards of liDr 
they are hourly expofed, that boc^r ib near unto death, as 
mariners andpadengers at&a 4o; and therefore w6ukl not 
commit Inmfdf to the fea, ^tiU firft he had toieamlj committed 
faimfelf to God, whofe voice the winds and feas obey : Nor 
. tras he willing to take his leate of his <lear f rsetuls, until be had 
peered pist'his heart to God with them, and for them, whofe 
jggiees he might never fee again in this worldt and^ngaged their 
flayers aHb for htou 

2. As their affe£^ess wets mwm^Iy maoiGefied by this 
foer^^^^onf frayir t fi> hy ovi/ ones too, afi«d:iotiate em* 
braces and /(ft&i^itliiwuu ^' When, we had taken oui; leave one 
^ of another." Saluisaiona were ufed among the^ Jews, both, 
at their meeting and fasting. This latter eonfifted in words 
, modgefturai tiie«4)al words were, *^Tb« Lord bk& you,*^ 
Ruth ii. 4. << Peace be unto thee* Ckace hi$ with yatit** <br. 
The gd^ures were kiffing e^ other. Tfaefe were kide% which 
a Cato might ^ve, and a Vefial receive. In both «hefe, mz^ 
their prayers for, and falutations of^ each other, «hey rnanifeft- 
ed their Chriftian afFe£Hons mutually, hut e^iemUy hy th^ i 
prayers at parting. Hence note, 

Dod. i'bofc that undertake voyages hy fea^ kadneedmfmdy 
to pray earnqfliy thentfelvet^ but aljo to enge^ge iAe prayers 
i^GtherCkriJiians for them* 
They that part praying, may hope to m^et again rejoicing ; 
~ ^nd thofe defigns which are not prefaced with prayer, cannot 
wind' up with a hjcffing. There are two foitJ» of prayetv 
Aated ^nA occajlpnal^ . \ 

}}tated prsby&e U our converfing with God, either publtdf^ 
■ .'\ ': '' :■...■ .C € c z '■■'.[ 
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■bn>aid)r,orfccretly> ♦ir " - - ft;im fcafimarffotfed for it, in 
Khc rctyrns of cver>' w: ly. 

H Oeeafi^n^h w i^ ' fi to Gef imc up* 

BNi csfraorclfii:ify i c^Us of j i ce ; or, 

ByHni we unticrtiake any foiemn burtnefe, (and what ejore fc* 

Wcmn ih;m riiii ?) and ilicn the chk-fmattcr an^? v *-^ -vP r-^^, 

rr is to be fiiited to th^ prcfcnt occafion mi0^ nd; 

0f iliisfort 16 that I am here to fpeal^'^ow 

point, I tNJII Chcwj 

(i ^ ihofe fpecbl tuercies are that feimcn flimiM praf 

for, ^ ..V arc to undertake a voyage* 

(2-^ What influenctf prayer hath upon thofc JDercies^ vni 
liov it muft be qualified for that end. 

(3.) What aid and affiftance the prayers of other CtirilHttB 
fliay contribute to t!ic proctiremeiu of them* 
And then make application of a]L 

(i.) Wcw^ ■ 1 the f*iman, wh.iT ' rt^ 

cic« arcj he fir ncHlj pray for, wL 1 ; . , ii . li^^via a 

voyage. 

And amongft thofe mercies to be cimeftly requdleri of God 
by himj the lirft and principal is, i//e fard&ft ^f fin t a mercy 
%vhich muft make a part of cvety prayer, and at this tim - 
eamcftly fued for. Guilt is that Jonah in the fhip, for 
fake ftorms, fhrpwreclcR, and txnw ptirfue it. It is 1 m 

cxiviii- 3. '« That the ilormy winds fulfil GodN woj •:, i. tbc 
word there fpoken of, be the word of God's threAtcnipg ^ 
gimft fin, as fome expound it, then the ftormy wintb» anf 
lofty wares, are God*s ftrjeants fent out wfth cotnmifftotl CD 
-arreft ^ upon the fea, his water-bailiiTs to execute the 

threat. .... i God upon them in the great deeps. Hrnc« 
thofe cxprciBons oi fcripture. Numb. X!txii. 2;^. ** B ar 

** fmwill find you out v*^ and Gen. iv. 7* " iSin li.. ihc 

'* door/' In both which places, the Spirit of God compi»r<f % 
man*iJ guile 10 a blood*hound, that purfues and folJ- ^ -^Mi 
the fccnt whcre-ever a man goes. And Indeed m »ii 

called Ji'^j, Matth.vi, 12. Not that we owe t' jr 

ought to fin againfl: him ; hnt m/^toftymiialiy^ ^ 4- 

iifary debts oblige him to fuffer that hath not wl: r, 

and cxpofe him to the danger of fetjeants and u...^.; . ,, :..i^- 
ever he fliall be found ; fo do our fui^, in reference to Codf- 
who hath reckoned with many thonfands of fjfi. ' '1^ 

fca, there arrefled them by hh winds and wave' t. 

^ut 5tftet them, and laid their bodies in the borr 1, 

and their fouls in tlie bottom of hell- Oh! tl; . ;: i 
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ftorm, ttiaf isfent aft^r a man, lo drive foul andbbdy to'de« 
ftruftion t with what heart or courage can that mangodoWa- 
iiito ttie deeps, andeTpofe himfeif among the raging waves and' 
roaring winds, that knows God hath a controverfy witik him 5 
arnd for ought he kno^s, the next ftorm may be Cent to hurry 
liiTn to the judgment-feat of the great aiid terrible God ? Cei«* 
tainly. Friends, jjt is your great toncem to get a pardon, and' 
be at peace with God ; a thing fo indifpenlible, that you can-' 
nothave4efe5 and fo comprdienfive, that you cannot define* 
more. If fin he pardoned, you are fefe, you need fear no ftorm^* 
within, whatever yoU find without : But woe to him thatfiiid^ 
2tt onde a raging fea, and a roaring eonfciencc ; trouble with^ 
ont, and* terror within ; ihip and Iwjpe finking together. Tou* 
arcpnvyto all the evils and wickedncfe 6f your hearts 5tnd 
lives. You know what treafurcs of guilt you have been heap- * 
itig up all your days ; and think you when diftrelTes and ex-^ 
fcremities come upon you, confcience will be as quiet and ftiH,* 
as it is now i No, no, guilt will fly in your faces then, and ftopM 
your mouths. O therefore hnmble yourfelves at the feet oP 
God for ail your iniquities ; apply youriehe* to the blood of 
fpririklingj pray, and plead with God for remiiiion of fin;' 
^thotft which ypu arc in a woeful cafe to adventure yourfeUeJi 
at fea, to thofe eminent perils of life. . ^ 

(2.) Another mercy you are earncftly to pray for is, That- 
Ae prefence oi God may go with you, I mean nor his generat 
frefincey which fills the world ; that will be with you, iwrhe^ 
fher you pray for it cw no ; but his gracious fpecial prefencef 
which was that Mofcs fo earheftly fuod for in £xod. xxxiii. 15. 
^ If thy pnefence go no« with me, carry us not hence." He 
and the people were now in ^ wafte howling wiJdemefs,' 
but bdund for Canaan, that earthly paradife ; yet you fee^ he' 
chufes rather to be in a vfUdernefsvfith God, than in a Canan>i 
without hit^ ; and no wonder, for this gracious prefemie of 
God, as to comforty h all that a gracious foul hath, or defires 
to have m this world i and as to fecurity and proteftion from' 
^apgers, it is the only afyhtnty fanduary, and refuge in the 
day of trouble.' If the prefence oi God be gracioufly with us, it 
wBlguard the heait againft terror in the moft imminent di-' 
ftrefs, as you fee, Pfal. xxiii. 4. *• Yea, though I walk t?hro*^ 
* the valley of the fliadow of death," (that is, through the 
fttoft apparent and imminent dangers of death *), *< yet will F 

* ^amvif iff Jumma fMr$is ilJi»i perUuh incur ram^ Gliiir|- 

iPiil^l, $acr. . . , . 
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^ fear no eiriU for thou art with me/' And indeed iSMte i s na 
room for fear ; for with whomfoever God is in a gracious and 
fpecial manner pcefent, diefe three matcblefs mercies are fe- 
ctirtd to that maa. 

F$rfi^ That God\ ipecial providence (hall watch over I^iot 
in alldtttgerBi Pfalm sci. i» and 4. << He (hall abide under die 
M (hadow of the Almighty i be (hall cover thee with hi^ 
«< featherSf apd under his wiags (hak thou tru<L" As the hen 
gathers her bfood under her wings, not only to cherifh, but 
to defend them frOQi all danger, fo God takes his people un* 
der his providential wings for their fecurity. 

Secondly^ He jippoints for them a gus^rd of angels, Mrhofe 
office if to watch over and minifter to them in all their flxaits. 
9o we read, P(al. xci« 1 1. ^ He ihall give his angels cha^'ge 
M over thee, to keep thee ii| all thy ways." Many invifiUe 
fervice^ they 4o for qs. Luthef tells us the angeliB b^ve two 
oflices, Superius fonere^ ^ inferius ytgUar^: to 6ng above, 
and watch below* Tl^efe af e as a lifo-guafd |^o that man with 
whom the (^ord is* 

Thirdly f He readily hears thetr cries in a day oJF diftrefs, and 
is with them to (aveand deliver them«< So ver. 15. ^ He fliall 
<^ call upon me, ^nd \ will ai^fwer him, I will be with liim in 
** trouble, I will deliver him, ^nd honour him/* -O what a 
matchleft mercy k this ! how many times, when poor feamea 
have feen death apparently before their eyes, have they cried, 
$nercy I mercy I How otdinary is it for their eyes, on fuch 
Vccafions, to add ialt-water« where alas, there was too mudi 
before ? But sow to have God with you in fii^h an hour of 
ftraits, to hear, fupport, ai|d deliver you; O you cannot e* 
ftimate the worth of fuch a mercy ! Pray therefore, for it is a 
mercy indifpenfablynecefTaryforyoui and fay to him, asMo- 
fes, <* Lord, if thy prefeace ^ay not go with us, carry us not 
** hence." 

. (3*) A third mercy you are fpecially concerned to b^ of 
God^ is, that you may be kept from the temptations to fin you 
will meet widi when you are abroad in the world. The whole 
world lies in wickedncfs, i John v. 19. Every place, every 
employment, every company hath its fuares* and/^temptatkms 
attending it : And you know you have corrupt niitures, as 
much difpofed to dofe with temptations, as tinder is to catch 
fire: So that unlefs the preventing, reftrahiing, and mortifying 
^race of God be with you, they will but touch and take. If 
4^ere were no devil to tempt you externally i yet fuch 4 tor? 
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pnjpt bean mee'tmg with a fuitabk tempt^ion axidodsafion, is 
enough, to overcome you i Jam. i* 14.^^ Every man is tempc^ 
^< ed, when be U drawn away of his own iufts, and enticed.'! 
Alas ! you know not what hearts you have till temptatiom 
l^ovc them ', and what comfort can y^u^take in the fucceis 
and profpciky of your affairs^ be it never (o great, if you re« 
turn with conkiences polluted and wounded with fin. He that 
brings home a pack of fine deaths^ infe^ed with the plague, 
hath no fuch great bargain of it, how cheap Cotter be purchaC* 
ed thcQi. O therefc^e beg eameftly of God, that you may be 
kept from fin ; pray that you be not led into temptation. 

. (4.) Fray for divine proU^ion in all the dangers and hazards 
to which you ihall be expofed. You know not how f^on youir 
jife and eltate fhall be in jeopardy : This night you may ileep 
quietly in your cabin, to->morrow you may be tugging at the 
pump, and the next nighty take up your lodging upon a cdd 
rock. How fmartly doth the apoftle James reprehend the fecu-^ 
city of trading perfona^ Jam. iv. 13, 14, << Go to now, ye that 
<^ fay, to-day or to-morrow we v?iU go into fuch a city, and co^- 
.^^ tmue there a year, ^d buy and, felt, andgetg^ain^ whereas 
<^ you know not what (hall be on the morrow. For whA is 
<* your life ? It is even a vapour, that appears for a little time, 
^< and then vantiheth away/' Hbw eafiiy can God daib all 
yourdefigns^ and hopeful proje^s in one hour! You knovr 
you are every monient as near death, as you are near the wa^*- 
ter« which i^ but a remove of one or two inches. How poor 
a defence is the ftrcmgcift ihip againft the lofty feas, and lurk- 
ing rocks ? How innumerable are the accidents and contia- 
gencies in a voyage, which the moft ikiliul navigator caimoc 
forefee or prevent ? 

They are, as the Pfiilmift fpeaks, at their wits end, Pfalm 
cyii. 27* But O bow fecure and fafe, amidft all d^iigers>-,is 
' that man whom the Lord takes into his fpecial protection i 
And he will not (hut out thofe that fincerely commit them^- 
felves to him : The winds and feas obey his voice ; he cavi 
with a word tiun the ftorm into a calm, Pfalm cvii. 29. or or- 
der means for your prefervation, when you feem loft to the 
eye of feofe and reaibn. I have read of a young man, that bc* 
ing in a great ftorm at fea, was pbferved to be very chearfu)^ 
..when all the reft was as dead men ; and being aiked the rea- 
fiyh of his cbearfulhefs, in a cafe of fo much danger ? He re* 
plied, • Truly I hc^yeno caufe to fear, for the pilot of the Ihip 
^ is .my father.' O it is an unfpeakable comfort when a- ^nas^ , 
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hath committed-himfelf into the handa of Gody as a Fa&e^^ 
and tniftcd him over all ! 

. (5.) Pray forcomifel and diredion jn all your affairs and 
. .vndertakingSt and lean not to your own underitaiKUngS. ^ I 
.^ know, O Lord, (faith the prophet) that the way of man is ii«t 
^< in himfelf, neither is it in him that walks, to dire& his 
^ own fteps," Jer. x. 23. Undertake nothing wichoiit.aikii^ 
God's leave, and counfeL How. many that have flronger 
heads than you, have raiferably ruined themfelves and their 
defigns, by trailing to their own prudence ? *' A man's hearr 
*< (£iith Solomon) devifeth his way ; but the Lord diret):eth 
,•« his fteps,** Prov. xvi. 9. We muft ftili referve the power rf 
God's providence, faith one f ; God would not have us too 
•carnally confident. The Lord canblaft your enterprize, though 
managed with nevor fo much wtfdom and contrivance. Tou 
are not only to look to God as the author of Jncccfs^ but as the 
dire^9r and guider oi the afihn. It is by his condu^ and 
bleffing, that all thmgs come to pais. If your deiigns fncceed 
•not, you are pre£sntiy. ready to afcribe it to ill fortune, and 
fay, yon had bad luck ; wl^en indeed you ruined it yourfelves, 
ru tht iirft moukUng of it,: by imdertaking of it witbout afk- 
ing counfei of God: <^ In sdl thy ways ackno^iiedge him,'' 
Prov.iii. 6. 

(6.) Pray for fuccefs upon your lawful employments and 
defigns, and own it to be from the Lord. You have an ex- 
celknt pattern in Abraham's icrvant^ Gen. xxiv. 12. *^ O Lord 
«« God of Abraham thy fervant, fend me good fpeed this day." 
H^ reverences the fovercignty of providence, and acknowledg- 
MB fucceis to be a flower of die imperial crown of heaven, and 
the bridle that God hath upon the reafonafale creature, to dif- 
pofe of the fuccefs of human affairs. I look on that buiincfs 
or defign in a fair and hopeftd way to ptofper* wherein we 
have engaged God to be with us, by aiking his counfd, and 
"recommending the fuccefs to his bleffing. Thcfc are the mer- 
cies you are to pray for. . 

Secondly^ Next I will fhcw you what influence prayer hath 
into thofe mercies you are to pray for 3 and it hath much e- 
vcry way. To be ihcHt^ it hath a threefold inflnaiCB iafi9 
4hem. 

t MahtbA on Judc. It is a* robbery to ttfe goods wkhdnt- the 
•«?Wner's leave. We forget to bid ourfcives good (peed, whfen we do , 
^ftotmrknowkdge God's dominion. - This is but apiece rf religioiis 
manners. 



(i.) It 16 a proper and effe^ual means to ot)taiii ahd pro« 
cure them. God will have every thing fetched out by prajerj 
£zckk xxxvi. 37. ^* I will yetfor this be in^uiiedof by tne houfi^ 
** of Ifrael, to do it for them.** God gives not our mercies for 
prayers, nor will he give them without our prayers. This it 
the ftated method in which our mercies are conveyed to us i 
and therein the wifdom and goodnefs of God are eminentl]r 
difcovered. His wifdom in making us to fee the author of 
irvery mercy in the way of receiving it, and fecuring his owa 
glory in the difpenfing of every incrcy : His goodnefs to us, in 
fweetening every mei^y this Way to us, and raifing its value in 
our eitimation. Prayer coming between our wants and fup- 
plies is a lingular means to raife the price of mercies witb us^ 
and engage us to due improvements of them. So that it is an 
idle pretence for ^y to fay, God knows our wants, whether 
we Jpray or no \ and if mercies be decreed for us, we fhall have 
them, though we aik them not : for though God khpws our 
vrants, yet he will have us know them too, and ienitibly to 
feel the need of mercy. And though prayer be ^together 
iieedlefs to his informatloriy yet it is very neceflary to tcftify 
our fubmlflion^ And though it is true, U God have decreed 
mercy for us, we (hall have it ; yet it is not true, that there- 
fore we need not to pray for it: For decrees exclude not the 
fecohd means, nor render the creatures duty unneceflary. <* I 

^ *< know the thoughts, that I think towards you, faith the Lord, 
•« thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you an cxpeOed 
^< end. Then (hall ye call upon me, and ve mall go and pr^y 
** unto me, and I ivill hearken unto you,*' Jer. xxix. 11,12^ 
So that it is plain, mercies muft be expe&ed in the way of pray- 

. er,.that being God's appointed way, and ftated method in the 
idifpeniing of them. 

(2.) As prayer hath influence into the procuring of our mer- 
cies, fo it^hath a fingular influence into the fweetening of them : 
no mercies fo fweet as thofe that are received upon the knee. 
There is a twofold fweetnefs men taftc in their earthly enjoy- 
ments : one is natural^ and that thdfe that never eye God in 
them, may lelifli as much as others ; the other is fpiritualy aud 
fupematuralt refulting from the cpnfideration of the wrym 
which, and the end for which they are given : and I am confi- 
dent, fuch is the refrefhing fweetnefs of mercies coming ii) the 
way of prayer, that they derive a thoufand times* more fweet- 

. nefs from the channel through yrhich they come, than they 
have in their own natures. So that it was rightly ©bfcrvcAbjr . 
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him that taMy ^ A believer tailes more fweetnefe in the cowi- 
< mon bread he eats at his own table, than another can do in 
• the coftfecrated bfjad he eats at the Lord's table/ And tbeii, 

(3.) Prayer bath a fandifying inflaence upon all our eu- 
joyments, and therefore no vroiidcr it makes iHem fo fwcet : 
vrhat you obtain this way, you obtaiii with a bleffing, and that 
is the fweeteft and beft part of any enjoyment. • So you find, 
I Tim. iv. ^. crery creature is fanftmcd by the word of God 
said prayer. Otre mercy of this kind is better than ten thou- 
iand promifcuottfly difpenfecl in the way of comntion provi- 
dence : by thefe no man knows love or hatred j but thefe fure- 
}y come from God's love to U9» and end in the increafe of our 
love to him. So that you fee prayer hath a manifold influence 
upon our mercies ; But it is not any kind of prayer that doth 
thus procure^ fweeten and fandtify our mercies to us t. fome 
mens prayers rather obftroA than forther their mercies ; but S 
it be the fervent prayer of a righteous man, dirc£ked by the rule 
of the word, to the glory of God, we may fey of fuch prayer, af 
David faid of Saul's fword>and Jonathan's bow^ it never re^ 
turns empty *. 

Tbirdfyy I fhall flicw what aid and afliftance the prayers df 
others may give to the procurement of the mercies we defire^ 
ibr you fee this inftance in the text, it was the united joint- 
prayers of the difcipks with Pattl> that on this occailbn was 
jAdeed neceflary. 

wow confidering prayer according to its ufe, and end, as a 
means of obtaining mercy from the Lord ; the more difpofcd, 
apt, and vigorous the means arc, the mote furefy and eq^fy the 
mercies are obtained which we pray for. There may be much 
zeal, fervency, and ftrength in the prayerof a finglc feint : Ja- 
cob alone may wrefUe with God, and as a j^rince prevail ; but 
xnuch more in the joint united force of many Jacobs. Virtmita 
fprtior; if one can do much, many can do more. O what may 
not a bleffed combination of holy arid bumble fpirits obtain 
from the Ldrd ! If one man's heart be dead and out of tunc, 
another's may bp lively and full of affe£Hon. Befides, God de- 
lights in thofe adls of mercy moft, by whidh many are refrcflied 
and comforted 5 ,and where there is a common ftpck of prayer* 
going, like a common adventure in one flbip, there the return 
of prayer, like the return of fuch a (hip, makes niany glad 
. hearts. Certainly it is of great; advapfage for the people of God, 
to engage as many as they can to pray for them. When Dani- 

* If the go^ ^ good, It %i a good diaaner, «ad ibr a^^ood ad. 
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dl watsto obtain that fecret from the God of heaven,, Dan. li.. 1 7, 
18. he makes ufe of his three friends to improve their acquain- 
tance with God, and intereft in God for him upon thnt occafi/^ 
on. •* Then Daniel went to his houfe, and made the thing. 
^< knbwi^ to Hananiah, Miihael, and Azariah his companions^ 
," that they would defire mercies of the God of heaven con- 
*' cernii^ this fecret.'' Some Chriftians have greater intima* 
<ies with G^id thao Others, they are fpecial favourites in the 
icourt of heaven % and what an advantage it is to be upon their 
hearts,' when they are wirh God, judge ye. I remember St* 
]Berna]:d having fpoken of the due frames and tempers that 
Chriftians fitould ftrive to work their hearts into, when they 
iare engaged in this work of prayer, concludes with this re^ueft> 
jK/ qimm talis fueris^ memento meu And when thy heart (faith 
he) is In this temper^ then remember me. Oh ! it is a'£ngular 
mercy to be interefled in their prayers that are in fpecial favour 
^th God ! U is trucj Jefus Chrift is the great favourite, for 
.w^ofe fake all prayers are hear4 : and without his interceflion^ 
the intercei&ons of an Abraham* a Mofes, a Jacob,, fignify no- 
thing ; but in the virtue of his interceffion, the interceiCons 
of others may be Angularly advantageous to us. Job's friends 
were good men, but yet they muft go to Job, and get his pray- 
ers for them» before God would be intreated for themi Job 
^llii.?. 

And« indeed, upon the contrary, it is a fad fign that God de* 

ligns not to give ys that mercy which he takes off our own heart, 

ox the hearts of others from praying for. When he faith,'Pray 

V not for fuch a man, or for fuch a mercy for him, the cafe then 

becomes hopelefs, the mercy is fet, and there is no moving it, 

Jer. xiv. 11. Butifoni:e a fpirit of prayer be poured upoa 

you, and upon others too in your behalf, you may look upon 

- the mercy as even at the door, and count it as good as if it were 

Jn your hand* And thus you fee what the mercies are yon 

ihould pray for ; what influence prayer hath upon thcm^ and 

what affiftancc the prayers of other Chriftians may contribute 

. to the obtaining of them ; that fo your hearts may be excited 

and encouraged, not only to pray for yoiirfely^s, hut to engage 

, as mai^y as you can to feek the Lord for yoii, as yoii fee Faul 

^ here did, when he was undertaking his dangerous voyage. Iq 

, the next place I (hall apply it. 

Ufe I. And, firft. This may ferve fliarply to reprove the ge- 
nerality of our feamen, who mind every thing neccffary to their 
voyage, except prayer, the principal thing 5 who go out in voy* 
: D d;d:z . 
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agts without afking God's leave or blefling. And here ttbrit 

ions of perfons fall under conviftion, and juft rebuke. 

Firfiy Such as do but mock God, and delude themfelves by 
heardeft, dead and empty formalities. Some there be that dafe 
tiot altogether flight and negled prayets, but proforma^ they 
will do fomething themfelves ; and it may be as a comptimenti 
or, at moft, as a cuftomary diing, will dcfire die p t ay eis of 
others: but, alas! there is no heartinefe or fincerity in thde 
tilings \ they are no way afFeded with the fenfe of dieir own 
wants, fins, or dangers ; they never underftood the ufe, nataie, 
pr end of prayer. We blame the blind Papifts$ and that jnftly) 
for their Uind devotions, whoreckon their prayers by numbor, 
ind not by weight; and truly, there is but little differehce be- 
between theirs> and fome of our devotions. It is f St Aogu- 
ftine's counfel, " Do you learn to have in your hearts what 
«* every one hath in his lips." O thatyou would once learn to 
be in earneft with God \ to pray as men that underftand wiA 
whom you have to do ; and what great things you have to tran- 
' faft with God I ah, my friends, you may believe it, that if ever 

{ou had felt the weight of fin upon your confciences, and- had 
ad fuch fick days and nights or it, as fome have bad, yo^i wouU 
not aik a pardon fo coldly and inditFerentty as you do. If you 
did but know the benefit of God's prcfencc with you in troubles, 
how fweet it is ; or could but apprehend how terrible a tbtitg 
it is to be left of God, as Saul was, in the day of diftrefs, you 
would weep and make fupplication for his gracious prefenoe 
to go forth with you ; and would fay, with Mofes, ** If thy 
*« prefence may not go with me, then carry me not hence."* 
But, alas ! thele things appear not to you in their reality a^id 
importance. And hence is all that wretched formality and 
deadnefs of fpirit. ' 

Secondly y It rebukes much more fuch as wholly flight and 
negleft prayer, as aufelcfs and vain things who undertake dc- 
figns without prayer, not at all acknowledging God in any of 
<hcir ways. And it is juftly to be fufpe£led, there are multi- 
tudes of fuch pra^ical atheifts among feamen, as we\l as other 
orders ot men. Poor men ! my heart raoumeth over you \ 
you arc certainly a forlorn fct of men, who live without God 
in the ^orld. It was anciently faid, •• he that would learn to 
<* pray, let him go to fea \ :** But now, how long may a man 

t Di/cii0 Men in e^rdf, fuam ottiKH tofMO kafet in liftgu^ 
% ^ nefci$ arare^ dijla^ navigate. 



lie it ilafa^ before he hear a praying feaman ! Let yoiar ftimliet 
from which you part, witnefs what confcience you have madtt 
to feek God, as you haye been here dtredled, before your out- 
fet : it is faid, IJeut. xxxiii. 18. to the tribe of feamen^ ^ Ret 
<' joice, Zebulun, in thy going out/' But in this cafe we may 
ittVertthe words, and^^y^ Mwrrif ye feainen^ in-your going 
vutm How deplorable a cafe is this ? Let your cabins wicneis 
what confcience you make of the duty of prayer : you can talk • 
and fleep there, but when did you pray there ? You there hear 
the voice of God in the roaring feas ; but when did Grod hear 
your voice m prayer ? You fee the wodders of God in the deeps^ 
wonders of creation, and wonders oi prefirvatian \ but meaa 
time you yourielves are the greateft wonders that are to be feat 
in the iea: men immediately depending upon God for their 
lives, liberties, and eftates, every moment, and not once ow!»> 
iiig or acknowledging him by prayer. 
^ The very * Heathens will rife up in judgment againft yoii, 
and condemn you. I remember Plato brings in Alcibiadai 
a(king Socrates, How he ought to expre& his refolution and 
purpofes ?• To whom he thus an^ereth ; *< Before' every xxvhf 
^< dertaking thou muft fay, If Go4 will." And we know the 
eaftern nations would undertake nothing of moment, n^ithout 
firft acknowledging ,Godby prayer. The Greeks w ®ufy by 
the leave or bleffing of God , is kiiown to all. The Turks will 
condemn fuch as you are, for they fail not to pray five times a 
day, how urgent ibever their bufinefs be. The blind and fu- 
perftitious Papifts will condemn you, with whom it is a proverb, 
Ma/f and meat hinder nofnan* Oh! whither will you turn ? 
And who (hall comfort you, when trouble comes upon you f 
. Wonder not atcroifesand difkppointments in youf buiinefs; 
how can you expe£i: it Ihould be otherwife, as k>ng as God is 
neglefted, yea, difowned ? Say not, this is the fruit of itt ludt^ 
but of your profane neglefb. If the fuccefs of all your bufi« 
nefs depends upon God (as none but Atheifb dare deny) then 
certainly the diredeft and teadiefl courfe a mian can take to de« 
ilroy all, is to difengage God by a finful negle^k of him. The 
moft compendious way to ruin, is to forget God, andcaft off 
prayer. *< Pour out thy fury (fai^ the prophet) upon the hea^ 
«* then that know thee not, and upon the families that call not 
M uj^n thy name," Jcr. x. 25. Will nothing lefs than extremity 
make you cry to God ? Wonder not then, if God bring you 

♦ AAA* tr»; x^n J'fAiir, cus rej^ndet. Socrates. Ori whiSfk^ %§(xm 
Waio in Tiffl«»^ 
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vntD tfiat extremity which your {»x)fanene& makes ncccfif^ 

for your awakening. ^ . 

Thirdly and At^/^) How much fadder^and more deplorable^ 
is checafeof thofe thatnoc only negle£t to calliipoo the name of 
God by prayer, but do alfo vround his name through and through 
by their cuiied oaths and blafphemies ? who inftead of going 
on board praying, as Paul here did, go on board curfing^ {wear«* 
ing, and blafpheming his great and dreadful name; not going 
from their bended knees j but drunken aU-benches^ to the ibip. 

O the admirable patience of God ! O the power of his lon|^ 
fafieringi that ever that ihip fliould fwim one hour above wa- 
ter, that carries fuch loads of fin and guilt within it ! It is noted 
in Gen. iv. 26. in the days of Seth, ^' That then men begui tB 
*< call upon the name of ^e Lord/' Some traqflate 
K*)p/ the word invocation^ or prayer, and fome profanation ; 
then began pro£inenefs in calling upon tbc name of 
the Lord. In a mournful feeling of this 'diflionour done to 
God by it, Seth calls the fon th^ was bom to him in thofe 
time$, Enochs or SorrtrvfuL Sure I am, however tbe word be 
here to be tranflated, there is a vile generation in our days, that 
inftead of calling upon the name of the Lord by prayer, do call 
upon it profanely, rending and tearing that great j|nd terrible 
name with the language of helL Poor n^an \ with ,what hope 
<Mr encouragement can thofe lips of thine, in tbe day of thy ex* 
tremity, cry, Mercy i mercy! that have ftruck through thefacred 
name of God fo many times with blafphemy ! O that you 
would lay it to heart ! O that this day God would let your iins 
in order before you ! 

Is this a beginning that promifes a comfortable iffiie I Do 
you thus prepare yourfelves to meet des^h and danger? O my 
foul ! come not thou into their fecrets ! O let God rather ftrike 
me perfe£ily dead whilft I live, than affli£k my foul through 
my ears with thefe dreadful dialefb of tbe (bmned> 

Mfe. 2. In the next place this point is exceeding ufeful, by . 
way of exhortation^ to perfuade all men^ and particularly fca- 
men, to be men of prayer \ to imitate that noble pattern in the 
text, and no longer to live in the negledt of a duty lb nect^ary, 
fo fweet, and fo bcfteficial to them, as the duty of prayer is. 
O that you did but know the excdkncy of this duty ! ^w 
would you give yourfelves unto prayer ! As David fp^ks, 
Pfalm. cix. 4* Now to perfuade you to be prayitig then, andqp 
longer to live in the negleck of fo excellent a' duty, I will ofier 
thefe motives to your confideration. 

ASouvc *. God hath Jlikd hmfelf la Cgd bearing prayety 
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Vet yottr encourajrement to this dutyt ^^ ^^th sfflumed this title 
to, hiinfelf, Pfalm Ixv. 2. " O thou that hear^ft prayer, unto 
^^ thee (haH all fieih come." You cry not as the Heathens do, 
TO ftocks and ilones, that cannot help or hear them that feek 
to them, but to the living and true God, by whom never did 
stnj upright ibul lofe a prayer. And to come home to your 
caie more fully, he is a Gpd that hears the prayers of poor di<- 
Arefled men upon the fea8,'vheo all hppe and human hel|R 
liave utterly failed them. So you read in Pfalm cviL 23, 24^ 
25, 26, 27, 2^, ** They that go down to the fea in ihips, that do 
^< bufine6 in great waters ; thefe fee the works of the Lord, 
«< and his wonders in the deep : for he commandetb, and raif- 
^< eth the ftormy vrind, which lifteth up the waves therepf : 
'<* they mount up to heaven, they go down again; to the depths ; 
<< their foul is melted, be<;aufe of trouble. They reel to and * 
<^ fro, and ftagger like a drunken man, and are at their wit$ 
<<. end. Then they cry unto the Lord in their trouble, and he 
<< bringeth them out of their diftrefs.'' So that what the 
Pfalmift elfewhere fpeaks of the myftical depths of trouble, is 
true here even in a proper literal fenfe : *< Out of the depths 
♦* have I cried unto thee, O Lprd, hear.my voice," Pfal. cxxx, 
' z, 2. Many a prayer hath been heard, and miraculouiiy an* 
fwered upon the fea. There have men been convinced, and 
fully fatisfied, that it is not in vain to cryto the Lord. So evi« 
dent and clear have been the appearances of God at the cry of 
the poor diftrefled creatures, that they have fenfibly and thank- 
fully acknowledged him according to his name : ^< The hope 
*< of the ends of the earth, and the confidence of them that 
*< are afar off upon the fea," Pfalm Ixv. 5. Who is there a- 
mong you, that has not eithef heard of, or himfelf been an ex* 
ample, and inftance of this truth i I might here inf<^ many 
famous examples to c<mfirm it, but the cafe is too plain to 
need them, and it would be too great a digreffion. 

Motive 2. Prayer is certainly the hefi relief U th diftref" 
fed. . We may fay of it, as David faid of the fw<Mrd of Goliah, 
give mr that, for there is none like it. You that are feaipez), 
know what the ufe of the pump is, when the waters le^k into ' 
your fhip, and of what ufe the fcu{^er*holes are to yoy, when 
waves break and dafh over your necks : why, of the fame ufe is 
prayer, when forrow leaks into your heai ts, and diftrefles are 
ready to overwhelm your fouls. This gives a vent to that 
which eiie would quickly fink you. << Your hearts (hall live 
^ .*^ that feek the Lord," Pfalm Ixix. 32. Prayer will buoy up 
your fainting ijpirits; it will fenfibly cafe aa cipprefied heart. 
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No fear of fainting, white a man continues praying. LittW I 
Vad wont to call prayers the leeches of his caresand trouUes. O ' 
but if troubles come in upon a man every way, and he have \ 
no venti no outlet for themt when the ordinary vents of rqafooi i 
courage, and refolution are all choaked . (as fcoictiraes thej J 
are) and there is no fuccour or relief coming in from heaven; ' 
vrhat a wretched forlorn condition is fuch a poor creature in ? 
O therefore get acquaintance with this excellent duty. 

Motive 3. AH fecondary means df deliverance and comfort ne- 
tejfarity depend upon the will and pleafure ofGod^ andfigmfy 
tiDthing Without him. What the Pfalmift faith of an horfe, I 
may fay of aihip, Ffalm iLxxiit. 17. That it is a vain thing 
for faf^. Alas ! what a poor defence is it againft tbofe giant- : 
like waves of the fea ? And that men (efpecially fean^en) may 
be convinced of thi^, God hath many times caufed thofe ^te* 
ly and ftrong-built (hips to peri(h, and be da&ed all. to pieces^ 
. ^nd preferved thofe that were not fafe i|i them upon a plank or 
broken pieceof the {hip> A£ls xxvii. 44. which have carried 
them more fafoly to the fbore than it could do. And will you 
not yet fee that means fign^fy nothing without God, and that 
your depen^nce upon him is neceflary in every eouditton, and 
t)ie acfaiowledgment thereof fo too? I am perfuaded there 
would not be half fo many fhipwrecks and diiappointments as 
diere are, if your carnal confidence in the means. were lefs,and 
your reliance upon the Lord more. Therefore it is you fo often 
teceivc the fentence of death in yourfelves, thatyo^ may leam 
•liot to truft in yourfelvcs, but in God. Oh i were but your 
fails filled by prayer, how profperous would your defigns be i 

Motive 4. Whatever deliverances from dangers, or/ucce/s m 
hujinefs^ you receive out of the way if prayer, can yield you but 
link comfort :for they are notfanhified to you. You may be de- 
livered, &ough you pray not, and fuccefs may foUow thofe that 
feek not God for it I bat that whitrh you call deliverance, \% 
rather. a rcfervation to future mifery 5 and that you call fucce&i 
is but a fnare to your fouls. You have the things, but not tke 
comfort and bleumg of them. God may give your defire to 
your rdn \ your lives n»ay be refcued for a time from deadi, 
that, you may fill up the meafure erf your iniquities. Your 
afl^rs may profper, and tbit profperity may deftroy you. Prof. 
i. 32. At bcftit is but anefi^ft of comm^m providence; aiidcif 
fuch deliverances you can never fay as Hezekiah faid of Jhit ; 
aind every one that receives the like mercy in the way of pray- 
er, may fay of his^ I&c xsxviii. 17^/* But thou haft in love 10 



*^^anyfoul>ddivesed itfrom the pit ^f corfuptio'n ; for thoii' 
•\,te|l.csift.all ipyj.fina behind- thy. back/*' vl deny not, but' 
a deliverance by the hand of^on^mon providence 13 a niercyitt ' 
itfelfi'^dit nmy provca very great mercy to you in the event, 
if time thereby added to your life be a fpace of repentance* ; " 
clfyit iU but a; (hort reprieval of your^mnation, and leaves . 
TOU/lp perilfa under .^greater guilt than was upon you befoJre*^ 
But, on X the contrary, bow^ ftuFcetare thofe mercies that cottic 
iivtl\e way x)f prayer ; thatdifcover-God^s love to you, dndJA- 
fi^me. yours to him ? One fuch mercy is worth a thoufand of 
the for noer. ,•, ^ .:. ^\ » . ' , - ' "' ' \\ 

Motive 5. Gmjlder -all you that go^ out nvithant frayeiry'' 
htmfxap^ ybu may be out ^ a capacity ^/prayer. Now you^ will 
not^. and ihortlyvyou.may iiot,have*or»e opportunity .to pray for * 
evermore :, now^ unbelief ihut^ pur mouths?, and fhordy death * 
"may . da it.. How . focwi . may .yott< be p»ft your y rayerd; both 
yoUr oiBfn and others, and4)eiixed by death in yburuntilterable ^ 
coirfitipn,?; O fedc the Lord therefore whilft he may be found; ^* 
call jipoh ihim:whilft he is. yet npar. Now is your praying \ 
feafon* hereafter there' wilr be noufe of player. ^^Fdrtjii'^, * 
« j(f{^t;h the Pfelmyi,) (hattevcFy one that i^ g6dly pray unto 
^^ ihee^ in a.time when thou nfvayft be found : fbrely in the 
«* ^5X)ds^of great;waters,th6y (balil not come nighuntotiim.'* t 
P%U )jpc^i.6. u e{ faith Deodat^ upon the place^ in thetime 
of ^eg^uo^i deftm^on of finner8> as it was in the delug^'; * 
thet> thtfte is no comings nigh to God by prayer, libr canilthou * 
£O0pie/nigh«hHai in the day of tbv particular deftruftion,' by the' : 
flood of^reat waters.' O theremre live not a day longer in the 
profane jtf)d finful negle&of this great^diity of prayer 1* ■ ' 

Q^edtt Wby^bttt Ijobfervethofi that prdy noty generally e- 
fcape4sm^llaf.th£y:thatJo4-<' w , »- ! . » . - , . ..«sj 

j^n/w. This obje£iion was once made by a foldier in the time' * 

of fightV when he wa9 prefFed by his companion to pray -, and 

; Gfi^.jquickly flopped his blafpheming mouth witha mortal buU' [ 

* lett. Haycacarcof fiich lx)l<i' atheiftical-pleas i they greatly ' 

provoke, the. Lord againftyou: I had rather die praying, than 

Ijvepraycriefs. . . \- " • • •' ' . ' ' ' 

PJbjmb. But t$ vfhai^purpdfe is it for me to.prdyy'if I dm uh^' ' 
regenerate f God hears ^ nop ftich prayer Sf if f make theth : ^ 
^vi^i hefidesy the prayers oftheiuickedare an abomination to the 
Lord. ' . ^ . . " . .-...-■'--'»• '• V * f 

4nfvj. Labour th^^e&nre to g^ into a regenerate ftate, antf "' 
be not perfuaded to rdt a day. tonger in. fo fad a Conditiopv 

VoL*VL E « c 
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However, in the me&n time, you muft kirtow, that pnjet}^' 
ing a part of natural worfliip, ail iften^ eyen the unregeneratt^' 
are obliged to it by the light and law of nature ; otberwife^ the 
negle£l of it could not be their fin. 

Objeft. But many pray^ and receive not : Imyfelfhave of' 
ten done fo, 

Anfw* " t'ou afk, and receiYe rfot, becauf^you aik atnifs,*' 
Jam. iv. 3* If we were difpofed to receive as God is to give, 
we (hould not be long without the anfWer of our prayers. 

(i .) If Your peribns were accepted through Chrift,, your pray- 
ers (hould be accepted too, Gen. iv. 4. But you are in a (late 
kA nature, deilitute of the Spirit, John xv. 7. And fo your Toice 
is to God not the voice of a child,' but a ftranger. 

(2.) If your prayers were regulated by the will of God^ they 
could not mi& 0/ the defired fuccels ; i John v. 14. *^ If we 
<*. aik any thing according to. his will, he heareth us.** 

(3.) If your prayers had more faith and fervency, they would 
not return empty ; fee Jam. i. 6. and v. i6. Well then, obje& 
no more againft your duty, but in the fear of God apply your- 
felves to it, and dare not to go forth in any defign, until thou 
haft by prayer recommended thyfelf, and thy affairs ta God. 
Go alone, my friends, retire from the world \ aind fay not, you 
cannot fpare time for prayer ; better any thing eKe were neglec- 
ted than this. Tell the Lord, thou art now launching forth 
into the ocean, and knoweft not what this voyage mav bring 
forth. PofliUy thou mayeft never return to the kndofthy 
nativity anv more ; but however it fljall pkafe him to difpofe 
th^ event, befeech him with all 'earneftnefs, that thfoa mayeft 
have the pardon of fin fealed to thee before thou go. O beg 
him to feparate guilt from thy peribn, before thou be ftparated 
from thy habitation and relations 1 left that ftroke that diall fe- 
parate thv foul from thy body, ihould eternally feparate hoth 
fo\il and pody from God. 

Defireofthe Lord that his prefencc may go with thefc whcre- 
evier thou flialt go. Tell him, it is the fountain both of thy 
fafety and comfort. Defire him, if hisprefence may not go 
with thee, not to carry thee hence. All the relief thou baft 
againft trouble, is wrapped up in that promife of his, Ivfittbe 
with him in trouble. Tdi him, thofe will be taftdefs comforts, 
and fuccourlefs troubles, in which he is not. 

Intreat the Lord, with all importunity, to keep thee, VW» 
iear, from the fins and temptations that are in the world. TcB 
4iin^ thou aK^ienfibryjafieaed with the dii^er which thy own 
eorfupt heart wilTevery where cxpofe thee to ; fina in buying 
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and felling) into which thou mayeft eafily be drawn by an 
•earthly covetous heart : fins in drinking, wherein thou niayeft 
be entangled (except he keep thee) by evil company, and an 
irregular appetite : fins of uhcleannefs, by which thou mayeft 
be overcome in the abfence of lawful remedies, and prefence of 
alluring objefls, except his fear quench the temptation, and 
break die fnare. : 

Be eameft alio with the Lord for his gracious protedion df 
thee in all thy dangers. Tell him, thou canft not be in fafety 
any where, but under the fhadow of his wings. Tell him, aP 
tuhat time thou art afraid^ thou wilt trnft in him ; and befeech 
him, that when thy heairt (hall be overwhelmed with fears and 
troubles, he will lead thee to the rock that is higher than thet: 
. Befeech him alfo to give thee counfel in all thy jRraits and dif- 
ficulties, thal^ thou mayeft not lean to thine own underftand- 
ing, but that he will make thy way plain before theei 

And if it be his good pleaiure, that he would bkfs thy juft 
and honeii enterprizes with fuccefs iind profperity : which if he 
ihali do, tell him, it is thy defire, and beg the affiftance of his 
graifce, that thou mayeft improve all thy mercies to his praife. 
If thus you fet forth m the fear of God, you may expe£l a fweet 
. iuccefs, and happy ifliie. 
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PsAL. evil. 23, 24, 25, 16, 27,28. They that go down tothefea 
injbips^ that do btijinefs in great waters .' thefifee th£ works 
of the Lord^ and his wonders in the deep. For he command^ 
' eth and raifeth the ftormy windj which lifteth up the waves- 
thereof. They mount up to heaven^ they go down again to 
the depths ; their foul is melted becaufe rf trouble. They reel 
to and frOi and fl agger like a drunken marif and are at their 
'i0its,end. Then they cry unto the Lord in their trouble^ an4 
he brings them out of their dijlrefs. , . 

*H I S pfahn contains an excellent account of the myftc- 
rious and admirable effeds of providence : aQdthi£j>a- 
"E C e ;> ^ . 
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iragraph contains that veittor bnmcfi of SvAne provuknce wliidi 
,refpejS^ ieam^ l' a fort of men more tm'medi'ately dqpeiiHing 
upon the iavQur of .providence thali any men ih the v^oAA i 
•though all do necefiarily and condmially depend upon iti 
\ It^ thefe vcffea we have a defcription, both' (i.) of tbc per- 
fonsr (2*) of the danger^ (.3.) of the ddivefance,/by ftt<* won- 
derful working of <fi.t;i/?^ />r«;i4?/W'j^ for Cfeeni.- - ' ■' ■''* '-^^ 

Firftj A dcfcription of the perfonj about whom this won- 
derful, pwvidence- if exiercifed':^^* *iTief that go do^ro t^ the 
y fea in fliipp \ that dp bufinefs in grestl watcifs ;'• *'tftc paS- 
f hpafig of a fe^rnf^m. Thefe aie faii U'glsfitmn 4o 'thU fiB In 
JbipSi^at becaufe the fea is lower thaix this laiidrbiit bircaiife^ 
^^ lo^er than the ftpre^ which =is the t,rafhpa#t' riifecf'B^ pftrovi- 
4ence againft its inundations* And th^i^end otr^efigti^ii g6« , 
ingdow^ into the feavia not pleafure^and r^<5reatidni but'fo'do 
bu(inefe,,(/. t^) to export and import fucb W^eb Wad c6MA6m* 
ties as ar^ necefl&ry, if not (otheb^iflgy^H^fty tb )Si6 wHl- 
being of the fev«ral kingdoms! and cduntrfeS of the V6rid. 
Thefe are<hc men here fj^ken* off,, whd **-(6& (thore^ah •sitij) 
V the works;of theLord^.and his -bonders in -the deiip.'*^^ "Works 
and wonders by an i» ittt iim9f\ ufoal :figtfre, itf as^ much as Im 
wonderful works; jiamdysofrr^a/fo/^^intheftpan^'aifdiholi- 
ftrous produ£^ions of the fea ; and of prifir^^atk^^ wftir rif- 
fpcft to themfelves, in the dreadful dangers they there encoun- 
ter.- Thustfacperfon orfubjearis defcfibed^' 

Secondly^ The danger i» likewise defcribed, in which thefe 
fea-faring men are fometimes involved ; and indeed the Pfal- 
miftberc/gives usra very rhetorical and elegant defcHption of 
theit condition in the ftormy fea \ and ^ews us how deplora- 
ble their Jlatc^nd condition isat fueh alSmc: -^^Irere.lite aiffc 
to note both the 4;aufes andeffefts of thefe teippefts. 

I. The caufes ; and they are twofold. " 

Firft^ The principal caufe^ the wifl and pleafurepf Qod^ Ik 
commatideth and rajfeth the ftoVmy winds.\ Thisris CSod's prc-i 
rogatiye ;' none can raife winds but hinifelf; and if devils or 
witches.do it at any time, yet it is flill by hispermiffiPn ) als you 
fee ifi Job i. 12, 19* the I^ord is. laid to hold the wind \ti hk 
fifts, Prpv: xx%. 4. as a man holds a wild fierce beaitki a chaint 
6t by i collar i and when they Wow, ** He iH-ingf thehi- out of 
** lil&treafMries,*;'Pfal.cxxxv.7-. There is indeeda natural caufe 
cFwihds, of which^pliiloibphers give^us this ratfpnal actoibt, 
^ That it is a hot and dry Exhalation raire<i from the eanh, by 
< the. ppwef pf the.heaveniy bodies, which l^iriSgtepHled dFforl 
^ ced hack by ^hc coWacf^^ of <,hc inid% regioflji w)Tes obliqpe- 



• jy^prJlantinfly," and fometimcs very violently, through the 
' « * iir/ "'.fiut though this be fhe natural caufe of the wif^s, yet 

tKi doth* not at all reftrain the abfolutc foveceignty^jpf Q^ 
'oyer ikcpai. It is he that comm^ndsi /fndrpi0th t^^ifh .a^^tl^e 
^&l^t fpek'ks 5 and though it WfeW, John.i}i/8/<< Thc,wii^ 

*•**•" hldWst^heir^ it lifteth j*^ yet that exprieflion m^kesit i^ptgn 

arbitrary crcs^ture; bui;the meaning is, citb^.thuis, kblows 
'^fieiek '$ftietii, for ^any oppoiStiQn that riian can n^^lce ip,^, 

thibtigh*. it ^nnbt blow Where it liftjc^h i(i T^fy^% to Qo^. Qr 

tlm^i flic jt is the great yaniablenjQfsai^d 
' jildS^iirtg' Xi^cfw this way, now that, i^;^t it feems.^o move .with ^ 

i^Aoff^ntSLnckjyZS a bird dptyjn^h'e air ; thoi^gh mdccd ^t 

Abt^x ^utieeiiiio) for aJlits'moj^ions arie ordered pf the jt^r^. 

J^:nd Vbu tarihot fay iij this fepife, as'i Kings^ ix. ji. <* Tb^t 
*^5» iSpd is hot: iri the wind." Noy when it ijjeafeth the Xor/1 

" ^ " nds forth thefe 

caufe. Th^ 



tplhew his power upo?> ^he great dpeps, hf fends forth^efe 
' ^inds out of his treafurc, TT^is ijs Jthc jrincipal i 



'^ d: We have the inftrumental> fubordjuate zpd next caufe pf 
the ftorm } and' that is, the / Vjnds lifting vp the wav(^ of the 
* " ocean.' ' There is naturally in tbp fea a continual agitatioii, 

*an<J rolling 6f its waters hither a|i4 thithen H cmnot reji^ ^s 
the prophet fpeaks it \ but when a vlqlent wind )>Iow$ upon \%% 
tH^ ocean 19 ttic^tifed aqd enrage^ } and the winds foil, ^ipving 
tnoui^t^ains of water before them. 'I'ben, like wUd beails, th^ 

^ Vaves feem to break loofe and rage, not only to be latrantes 
vndasy as yirgil calls them, harking w^i^Sf^ but xo^»t^ k^^im, 
rigging waves i as Jude fpeaks, vef. 13. Yea, roaring waves ^ 
9S our Saviouf ftiles them, Liike 3(:Xi. 25. Thqs of the caufes 
of the ftonn principal and fubo'rdinate. Nei^t w« have, 
' Secoridlyy The terrible efFe£ts of the tempefts, anii that both 
upon their bodies and their minds. 

• (i.) External upon their bodies y it tofles^thern up ai^ dpii«ii 
in a dreadful manner, which the Pfatmifteleg^tlyexpr^ffesifi 
fhe.text, «• They, mount up to heayen, they go. down, to^ the 
^* depths," a loj[ty hyperbolical exprcflion 5 very ncajr unto it i^ 
that of Virgil:' . 

Tdlimurtncoeltmiycur'^atogurgitejetiidem^,, 

SuhduHdy ad manes imos d^fctfrnimuruy unda ! A^ %* 

They feem. to mix with the very clo\i,<ts, and the^i- open defft 
|[raves forthemjn thebottQmfanjds. Yea,itmove$ theranpt,onl]| 
fcrpcndicuiarly, lifting them up^ and cafting^them dpwpj^*^^ ^ 
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obliquely and circularly alfo. "They reel to and fro, and fef- 
♦* gerlike a drunken man,** or, as fome tranfiate, agit^intiarm 
gyrumy they run round : they are, indeed, moved according to 
*the unftable motion of the waves, on whole proud backs dbej 
are mounted. This is the external cSaQt of the ftorm upon 
their bodies. 

(2.) The internal tStfk of it upon their minds, which isfv 
• more terrible. For it is faid here. Their foul is melied hecanfo 
eftrouble^ and they are at their vjits end. Both which cxpro* 
fions do import a greater commotion and ftorih in the paffiom 
of the mind, than that is in the waves of th,e f<ea. The ftouteft 
fpirit^iails and melts when it comes to this ; and the wifeft 
artift IS at his wits end. Thus you have the deiicrij^dbn of the 
perfons, and of their danger, both in the caufe and cffeBts up- 
on the body and mind. Next, 

(3.) We have their deliverance by the wonderful hand of di- 
▼inc providence, in vcr^ 27. " Then they cry unto the Jjati- 
*< in their trouble, and he brings them out of their diftrels.^ 
Their ufualcryxn fuch extraordinary exigencies, is, mercy! mer- 
cy i Now they can pray, that could not pray before Extremi- 
ty drives them to their knees, not only with cries, but vows ts 
the Lord, aiid he delivers them out of their diilrefl^s : Ibme de.- 
livered one way^ and fome another, but all in a ftupendous 
way, which Cannot but aftonifh them that are fb delivered, and 
make them acknowledge the finger of God was in it# 
From all dbis we obferve, 

Do£t. That the prefervations and deliverances of feamm 
in the dreadfuljlorms and tempejis atfea^ is the wonderful 
work of divine providence. 

« The works of the Lord are great, fought out of aU them 
" that have plealiirc therein ;" Jpfal. cxi, 2. And,among his jwo? 
vidential works, none greater and more admirable, than thofe 
which feamen daily behold in their great and marvellous pro- 
teftiofis upon the fea. . 

Now, the glory of divine providence towards feamen, fliines 
^nd difplays iifelif in three things : eipecially,^r>?. In making 
the ocean navigable for them at any time. Secondly ^ in prc- 
ferving them from ihipwrecks in the fiiry and ftreis of weatlier. 
Thirdly^ In finding out ways, and ftrangely providing means 
of fafety when their fhips are loft, and broken upon the fea. 

I . It is a wonderful providence of God to make the ocean 

navigable for men at any time ; that fuch a fluid body as watcc 

, is, which cannot fuj^ort a ftone or bullet of an ounce weight, 

ihoTiId yctj by reafoi) of its own fahnefcj and the innate pro* 
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pe^tir jrf tknbcr, be able to fupport fliips of fuch vaft burd6n> 
-which are carried from placet© place, being mounted on the, 
backs of its proud waves. Who can but acknowledge a moft 
•wife prqvidence, in gratifyipg ^hc natural wit and deilre of 
xnan^ which fits hini for converfe and traffic with foreign nati- 
cms ; with inftruments and materials fo fit for his purpofe as 
timber, iron, hemp/pitch, the load ftone, and whatever elfe.is . 
neceilary for his purpofe ? I cannot open the wiiHom of God's 
providence in this refpe£t to better advantage than I find it done 
by the learned pen of Dr. More, in his Antidote againft A- 
theifm p^ge 58. * Navigation (faith he) being of fo great confe- 

* quence to the delight and convenience of human life, and there 
^ being both wit and coi^rage in man to attempt the feas> were 

* he but fitted with right materials, and other advantages re- 

* qnifite % when we it^ there is fo pat a provifion made fpr him 

* to this purpofe, in large timber for die building of his (hip, a 
« thick fea-water to bear the (hip's burden ; in the magnet or 

* Ipadfton^ for his compals ; in the fteady and parallel dire^li- 

< on of the axis of the earth for his cynofura : and then obferv- 

* ing his natural wit and courage to make ufe of them \ and 

* bow that ingenite defire of knowledge and converfe, and of 

< ^e improving of his own parts and happinefs, ftir him up to 
^fo notable a defign: we cannot but conclude from fuch a. 

* train of caufes, fo fitly and congruoufly complying together, 

* that it was really the counfel of an univerfal and eternal niind, 

< that hath the overfeeing and guideince of it,' dr^. 

2. But (to come home to the cafe before us) that men 
flibuld be preferred at fe^fr6m immediate ruin in the dreadful 
tempefts that befal them there ; this is a myilerious and ad- 
mirable work of God : tH?^t a poor Qiip (hould not be fwallowed 
up by the fdrious ocean, when mountains of water eomc rolling 
towards it with an horrid noife,and give it fuch dreadful ftripes ^... 
if^hen feas roll over it, and fo cover it with the waves, that for 
a time they know not whether they fink or fwim ; to fee it 
emerge out of fuch fatal dangers, keep up its head, and mount 
upon the backs of thofe lofty feas that threaten immediately to 
, overwhelm it : O how great is the power and care of provi- 
dence in fuch a cafe ! efpecially if you confider thefe following 
particulars, ^moug many others,, which threaten ruin on eve- 

2 fide : and fhould but one of thefe many contingencies befal 
cm, in the eye of reafon, they art loft men. ' 
' I . Of how many parts, comparted together, doth a fhip con-' 
fift ? Thefe parts, indeed are faftened tegether with bolts of 
ffoa^ but beiiig in fo many plaiiksy what 4 wonder is it that 
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iMMic fprifigs, that too bolt gives way, or fcanis opeh,*wbilft<?-, 
very piitt work^ WitH' fucn violence, and fo great 'a ftrefs of . 
vnfeathcr lied upon it. Should fuch a thing fall outi*(as it isi! ; 
wMider it'flionld hot), how Toon woiild the (hipJTwiin witBiii* 
as' well ar without ? 

Hb# oftfeii zri they piit from their courf^' by (tnsficl 

beipg abfe, /or 
they'inuft gQ. 
tlicrd IS lio drop- 
piftganehors in the tnain, nor reiiftihg the iourfe'bf the fcas, 
to' which they can make no more rehftance than a child tp % \ 
gisint. Arid h6w is it they are not ^afiiied upon thi^ rocks, or 
Ibtindered in Th(5 fands, feeing the winds ihape their cotunCe^ ; | 
an'd iiotart? Butthiere'is a God (hat fteers ydiif boiirfe for * 
yoti, when yoii dannot. • , , . 

3. Hbir bftcii are you even fallen up6ti roclc:s*ancI^fhoresl>e-^ . 
fo?e you fee thcfni,' and are almoft paft hope tefpfe you begin . 
lofearf Soinetiiii^s alhioft imbayed, andasmiich as ever yoa* 
can do to weathfe^'a rqcl of head-land, 7wEich you ^ifcefned 
not until it was almbft too late. ; , , 

I rtrti'erftber Df Vjohrifoft, in that ingeiiipus .and wonderful , 
narrative of his vtoyagetd the Sound,' when he h^d . furvived' . 
two ihi'pWrecks, 'aridwas cnibifked^in'^ « We . 

* had ffot (faith he) beeh aboveAwp or three hours at Tea, but . 

* thertt ^as % &d di{^a£Hoti among us in the "ithipi and the « 
f mariners crying, m^rcy! mercy / for wc tad almpft tallen foul 

* oh a rock,* whrth lay (b cunning in the water, that we did 

' * not efpy it till Wc were upon ii ; but,' by th^ goodriefe of Codf . 

* we fiiikd clofe bv It, andTo iefcaped'it : theJeaft touch of it 

* had been our tarn/ 

4. How oft^ do you ride at anclior in furious weather, n^r, 
rocks andThdr^s ? "tour lives, tinder God^ evcry^ n^opaent de- 
perfdinjgttpotisrcabte and' anchor"; if the ortbeo- / 
ther come hofrie^ you are loft men. ,An3 Kow 'wonderful is it , 
theV do hot! Hvhat is ^ cabk in a* ftorrh, , but as fne new p^^ , , 
witn whith the Philiftines bound Sanifon, and ii eafily would , 
they be fnaptafurid^r like a thread of tow, were |t not fpr thecarc 

of providence over you ? Thcfcf, and an liundred pthi^ aqqi- ^ 
deriti ifrhith hourly threaten you, might, and wpiilil fendyoa 
do^^li to the bottom, " but that; the' Lpra perinits it not fo to lie. 
5* And yet more wonderful than all this ; hpw oJSten doth 
GckI fuffer ihips to founder and (ink under yoii, and to lie 
dafhed to pieces againft the rocks, and yet pr^rve you when . 
tbc drdrttary' mcaiis of prefdrvation ^rc'cut*^ off and gone?" 
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"Who lfk« tlwfe ftc the works of the Lofd, afttf hw ttroftders ift 

For^jfr^, fomctime»a ftliall hpat Ihail feve them, i^hen ^ 
4]^t fliip €OuM not : thus many of them have been womlef^ 
fully pi-efefved j ai\d thus the aforemefrtiotied author rebtes the 
tBanner of this T^iwiderfid prefenrationi < Oar fliip (faith 
* he) had fprwng a leak* or rather a planlc, attd wa« ready tb 
Gtifc : O hovr the face of every man was changed at this af* 
frightment! oHe was at his prayers, aftcthcr wringing hfe 
hands, a third flicdding tears, when we had no need of mot^ 
fait-water. After this fit, they fell to work, and (as it i^ 
dfud in futh extremes) we were all hufy in doin^ of nothing, 
and did we know not what. The mafter^s mate, whom >*« 
fern dowtt to fearch out the leak, qiaickly returned *6 us wiA 
a fad countenance, trembling hands, gnashing ^f teeth, t 
(fuive^ing tongue, and words half fooken,fignifying unto us, 
that the wound was ineiuraye. Here was now no room for 
connfcl, neither had we time to a& one another what was 
bcft to be done ; but we prefcntly caft out out long-boat, 
and ftiot off eight or nine guns, which feemcd to be fo many 
tolls of a paffing-bell before our death. I leaped into the. 
boat, but leaped ftiort 5 one leg in the boat^ Altertim in Cha^ 
roittis tymbn. Now were we left in the north feas, which fel- 
dom wear a ftnooth 1«row ; but at this time contending witii 
the wind, (welled into prodigious motmtaiti^. It Uew half 
9 ftorm, ^ndwc were now in a fmall veflcl: what credit 
could we give to our fafety in afimall and open fliadlop, when 
fo ftatety a caftle of wood, which we but now loft^ could not 
defend ttfelfagSiinR the infolency 6f thewrfves? We were 
many leagues from any ihore, having no compafe to guide uS. 
nor jirovifions to fuftam us, and the night grew bkck upotl 
tig—--^i^Uothing^ but a miracle cOuW prefcrve us, being 

out of the reach of human help ■ ' W e feH to prayer, and 

our«3cfiremity pkaded for us ; F or in this moment of 

death, when we were wt&out the leaft expeflation of deK* 
versmce, he fenta (hlpto us, which wennA needs confeft 
to be the finger of Ood/ ^c. Thus hc-^— And this h«l 
been the wooderfWl ioot opened in e^fitremity to muhitudei 
Ktom fortbeir efcape : but, oh ! how aftonifting are thefe wayd 
of the Lord ? WeH may we fey, " His ways are in the fea^ 
^ amd his padis m the great deep^ and his footfteps are adC 
«• km>wn»**^ Pfehn IxxviL 19. . , 

Secondly 9 Sometimes d&ey ihall be caft upoA a jock m the 

yoi.. VI* mi 
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(e2Lf where tbey ihall be preferved, uncil ibme odief way of die- 
If verance come ; yea, prei'erved ftrangely, God blefEng a fmaU 
matter of provifion which they faved to fuftain them i though 
they (aid of it, as the widow of Sarepta to the prophet, i King? 
Iivii. 12. ^* I have but an handful of meal, and a little oil, mi 
** I am gathering two iticks, that I may go in and dreis it tor 
H me and my fon, that we may eat it^ and die." Or if thej 
could fave nothing, yet a few mufcle$ or birds eggs, with 
God^s blefling, have fuftained them until the time of mercy 
come* This hath been the cafe oi many. Think upon this 
you that abufe the good creatures of God by drunkennefs : 
how fweet would a cup of frefli water be to you when reduced 
to fach extremity i Oh I if your hearts be not harder than t£c 
rocks you lay upon, how would fuch extraordinary mercies 
melt you into love and thankfulnefs i . 

Thirdly f Sometimes they have been wafted to the fhore fafe- 
ly upon the wreck *, or by making a raft of the broken pieces 
of the ihip, and torn fails, and ropes; and upon this (God 
knows, a poor fecurity againft the boiflerous waves) have they 
Tentured themfelves : & finking man (as we fay) will catch at 
a bulrufh. Paul, and thofe that fufFered Ihipwreck with him, 
were thus faved ; *• The centurion commanded, that they 
^< which could fwim, fhouldcaft themfelves firfl iiito the fea, 
*< and get to land ; and the reft, fome on bpards, and ibme ou 
^ broken pieces of the fhip } and fo it came to pafs that they 
•* efcaped all fafe toland,^ Afls xxvii. 43, 44. 

Oh, the miraculous works of the Lord! to fave by fuch 
contemptible and improbable means I Who can but with great 
joy fee and acknowledge the finger^ of God to be here ? " Lo^ 
*^ thefe are parts of his way ; but how little a portion is heard 
•« of him ?*' Job xxvi, 14. 

I, Ufi of reproof. If your prefcrvation in ftorms at fea, be 
the wonderful works of divine providence, then divers of you 
deferves to be (harply reproved from this truth. And I befeecb 
you fuSier the word of reproof meekly and^penitently. I fhall 
^ak nothing to reproach you ; no, it is not to reproach, but 
to reform yout and if you hate reproof, and mock at counfel,^ 
God may fliortly fpeak in fuch thundering language to your 
confciences, as will be terrible for you to bear.- I remember|, 
it is faid of St. fiemard. That whilft he was feriouily reprov- 
ing the profanenefs of one (and if I mifremember not, it was 
his own brotlier) wh6 was a foldi^ij ajntd obferving how he 
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mglited litsholy and fertous counfel, his fpirit was greatly griev- 
ed at it, and he told htm, < Brother, God, I /ear, will ihortly 
< m alee way to your heart with a fword, to which my words 
♦ can find no accefs •/ And the event foon verified the fad pre- , 
diction. I pray God hone of you may be taught by ca^ivi- 
ties and fhip wrecks, what it 13 to rejeft -faithful reproofs, and 
whokfome counfel, feafonably giveti for ycnir gdod. You that 
read thefe lines, feriou^y a(k your own ccxtfcieiiees diefe . 
- following queftions. 

(i.) Have you not foon forgotten the works and wonders. 
of the Lord, which your eyes have feen? It maybe, for the 
prefent, you have been fenfibly afle^ed with your danger^ 
and the mercy of God in your deliverance, but hath it remained 
upon your hearts? I doubt theC; mercies have been written in 
the daft, which flioukl have been engraven, a$ in tHe rock, fo;r 
c^trer. Thus it was with Ilraei, a people that faw as many 
ivonders wrought for them by the immiediate finger of God, as 
ever did any people in the world; and yet it is faidof themy 
even after the red-fea deliverance, 11^ which ** God divided 
^ the fca for them, when the waves thereof roared," Ifa. H. 
15. and with which, for the prefent, their hearts were greatly 
affededs for it is faid, P&lm cvi. la. •* That they believed » 
** his word, and fang his pr^ifcs;*' but In the next verfe you 
read, that a litde tinrie eafily wiped out die fenfe of this mercy s 
for it isfaid,i^er. 13. << They foon forgachis works, and waited 
^. not for his counfcls/* I doubt this was not the fin of Ifrael 
only, but is the cafe of many of you at this day. Well, God 
4id not forget you in the time ^of extremity, though you fo . 
Quickly forgot him. Think not to excufe yourfclves from this * 
guilt, by faying, you do ftill remember the thing : you may do 
io^ and yet be (aid to forget his mercy : for a deliverance may 
be remembered, by him diat received it, two ways ; namely, . 
Jfpeculativelyy and affefiing(y. A fpeculative remembrance is 
pnly to call to mindtheftoriesof fuch a danger, and preferva- 
taon ; this you may do, and yet God account nimfelf forgotten, . 
except you fo remember it, as ftil! to feel the powerful im- 
premons thereof upon your hearts,-{oftening, and melting them 
into thankfiilneft, love, and dependance' Upon the God of your 
falvations. . ' 

(2.) Have you hot walked very unanfwerably to your dclir 
verances, yea, and to the fol^mn engagements yotli made to God 
in the day of vour diftrefs? I fear fome of you have walked, . 
9lter Qod hatn refcuied yjtn by a wonderful immtdiate ' 



&omtbej»ra of death, as if youhadbeen ^^rfiMf^tftf ils-^^^jf 
tlufe akQtninatwns* A& it \9 Jer. vii* lo. It may be tb« /^ 
weekf or montb» you were reieliog to and £bu upon tbe fiorsiy 
ii»» ^nd ftaggering like druoken mea i and thu^ reeling as' 
^ggci'Q£| along the ftreets, realfy drunken. O borrid abos^ 
nation ! ao ye £ua requite the Lord, who pitied yeu in yo«f 
diftreia, and, being full of compafliony fared yew» wb^ yon 
cried to him i Is tbi& the fruit of your wonderful ^ir^ii^ffk ? Ma 
man ihould have told you in that day it would banre been tfans^ 
so^ yourfelves cqu)4 not have believed it, but wsould bave an- 
swered a& Hazael did to thepropbett a Kings viji. (3.. <«Wbatl 
•< 19 thy fervant a dog, that he (houtd d(^fiich tbifig^^' Tet fell 
was, and b it is ftiU : t^e Lord huonUe you for this great wick- 
ednefs. If this he all the Cruk of m^rcy and deiirerance^ 
U had been better for yoa tb^t'you bad goQ^ down tp tlie bet- 
tom then, rather ^haa to Irve only to treafure up matt wiadi 
^gainft the day of wrath, and fiU up your meafure. 

(3.) Are there not a fort of Atheiftkal feameoi who o^n nol 
providenqe at all, either in the railing of tbefe horrid tsm* 
pefts, or in their marvellous prefeivatioKi in them 1 but toeb om 
aU as coming in a natural way^ and tbek efcape to be oaly by 
|;ood fbvtune ^nd diaace ? How wonderful a iliing is i^s in the 
^yesof all confiderii^g men^ that pK>iiridence (hould take any 
notice of them in a way of fa^icoiav thax fo wickij^dty dt£srwA it^ 
4nd fo dire£Uy difobltge it ? How can yoi} po(j&bly fi^ui your 
eyes againft fuch cle^r liglit, and ftop your ears againft fuc,b 
.loud, and piain langu^e,, whereby the power and goodrntboi. 
Ood proclaims itfelf tp you inthtfe providences? Ab^! mc* 
tjiink^you ibould mod re^ly and tbankfiitfy f^bfi^^be that 
great truth, Pfal. IxFiii. 20- ^< Be that is our God^ is dM 
^* God of falration ;. and unjt^i God the Losdbeioiig the iffiiM 
<^ f^om death." But, though men %efigD$ and wond«r% they 
will not believe $ yea, thoagfa themfeives become wonders te 
the world by their mkaculou$ deliveraoGes, yet b bnvtiA and 
ftupid are they,, that they wiU nqt fee the band tbsvt fiiires tbem. 
Take b^^id what you do : you fet yoi^^felves in tbe 4mQi wvf 
tp deftru&ion by this^ and Mghly prowke tbe Loipd to ahasden 
9fid caft you out of the care cS his pprovidfsnis^ : mA iS be encs 
do fo, you are loft men. 
. (4^) At^^jet more vile (if wore vt^eaefc ^a^ bem fiit) Aan 
9}1 ^s : are there not a generation o£ wisetebed mn amoop 
you, that fall a. fwe^ring, curiiiig) and bb^^miftg Gd4 
ey«i when he is uttering his terribly voiue in the t^mpieftf and 
^ery moment llureatcning to jetf^s^bjcbem in the d^i When 



;^MMi MtM Ve upon your knees bevraiJing your (in9) Ifild^ead* 

img with God for mercy, (as I doubt aot kit feme of you do} 

-(O be yet more and more provokii^ him, daring him to hi^ 

fiace s and yet more inccTifiiig his indignattoH, which is already 

%]ndkd*againft you^ who; that hears tbis^ can chufe but ad<^ 

9^re ^riilies-of God's patience and forb^rafice towards fudi 

m6t^7 The very heathen lagiriners in a ftotm caUed every man 

9tf9n his G9di Jonah i. 5. We fay, eictremity will caufe the^^. 

wi mft ol mm to pray, and compofe the vaintft fpirit unto im* 

mK!&a&\ but it feems by you, it will not. is this the frame 

and temper you will meet death in ? What ! fpeaktng tiie lan» 

Ifuage of devils and damned fpints before you come atnoii^ 

iAkeax ; hafting on your own rAin, as if it were too flaek inS 

liiigering in its motion ? The Lord open the eyes of thefe mi-* 

jarabk creatufesi, and convince tbeti»| that they are hot only 

iping 10 bell, as othen are, but that they are the forlorn of au 

that wretched crew that are bound thither ; and proportionablj: 

will be ^ir mifery, except they repent, 

1. Vfo tf exhortMiiM* Thi^ point is yet &yther improve* 
blc for you by way of eidiortation, fefving to prds you to thofe 
propo: duMS which God^alls you to by ois terrible provideh- 
tiad voioe in the ftorms, ^d by your wotiderfui dtfiv^an-^ 
<»/ 

I. And tfaefirft leflbn you are to learn from hence is, 7^ 
athre tie pemer ef CqA. O wb^ a manifeftation of divine 
power is here ! you are the men that fee more than others the 
works of the LfS'd, and his virondersr in the deep. Ii is one of 
God's ends in flMwing- you theft wonders, ^ To make hi» 
*< mighty power known,/' Pfel. cvi, 8. O what a terriUe voice 
doth God utter upon the feas, when the heavens arc black a- 
bo^e yott, the furious winds and dreadful thunders ratling a- 
bout you, the fea and waves roaring beneath you ! Is notdiis" 
loicc of the Lord full ofmajefly ? DNjth it not awe your hearts, 
and make them tremUe i ht three things hi» infinite power is 
dx&oiKtved to you* , ~ 

F/r#, hi raifing^ thefe terrible tempefts, and that from fb 
fmaU and weak a b^innitig as a thin vapdui" from the earth is: 
this is the wonderful work of God, Pfalm ciocxv. 7. << He caiif- 
<< etb the vapours to ascend fromthe end^ of the earth ; he mall:- 
<< eth lightnings for the rain, he bringeth wind out of his 
^ trcaAnrics." 

Secomlfyf In limiting and boun^^ their force amfpo^er : 
what prodi^otts effe&s elTe would follow: The ^ind i^ a fierct^ 
apd bo ift Biou s^geatum^a^dwfi^ {tf Qoddidiiotbyhispio^ -^ 
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videnoe reftraln) dcftroyt and overturn ally botlTby fea mut 
land} orif Satan, who is ftiled Theprince^ or purmer if the mr^ 
were left at liberty to executehis malice by fuch an inftrument, 
not a fliip (hould crofstkc feas, nor a houfe be fafe at land ; as 
is evident enough bv the Airious hade he made to overturn the 
bpufe with an horrible tempeft upon Job's children, as ibon as 
he bad received a permiflion from heaven to do it. 

And, thirdly^ No led vifible is die power of God in calm* 
' ing and appeafing the ftormy winds, and remanding them 
into his tres^uries, Pialm cvti. 29. ^< He maketbdie ftorm a 
^ calm." Yea, he doth fo in the very nick of time, when all: 
is concluded loft. Thus you read in Mark iv, 39. ^ When the 
'< waves beat into the ihip,'' lb that it was now full, and the 
difciples. cried unto the Lord, ^ Matter, carefttjiou not that 
^S we periih ? He arofe and rebuked the wind, and faid to the 
^* fea. Peace, be ftill ; and the wind ceafed, and there was a 
<* great calm." Juft as one would huih a child, Peace^ heJlUf, 
O the fovereign power pf God I how fhould it be reverenced 
and adored by all that behold it, in thefe marvellous effe&s of 

2» The fecond I^bn you are taught by this dodbrine, is,; 
T$ admr0 the mercy ^ Cod. Mercy is no lefs difoovered than 
power i yea, the power of God is put forth to give his mArcy 
a fair occaffon to (hine forth in your deliverance. Cod fome- 
times permits your dangers to grow to an, extremity, and de*- 
lays your deliverances to the laft moment, till all hopes of 
£wty are gone, upon the like reafon that Lazanis's refurrec- 
tion was deferred, that the work of God in your preferva** 
lion tmf C9liunehd itfelf to you under the greatdl advan- 
tage. 

O that you would view theie mercies in all their endearing 
' circumftances I I c^noniy hint your duty generally in this 
cafe I you may enlarge upon it,^ if you have hearts fit for fuch 
a bleifed work, i^nd mark particulary the mukttudes vf mer« . 
cies that are complicated and involved in one deliverance* 
Obferve the feafon when, thei manner how, the means by 
which your falvation was wrought. It is a thoufand pities that 
to much of Qod*s glory and your comfort, as any one, even 
the (malleft circumfti^ice, may contain, fliould ever be 
loft. 

3. Lqfifyi And above all. See that ye afifwer'God^ tends in 
yaur deiiveranee : If thofe be loft, God may fay concerning 
jou, as David did of Nabal, i Sam. xxv. 21 ^^ Sui'ely, in vain 
<♦ have J kept all that this fellow ha(h in .the wiWonds j & 
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f* that xtotlitftgwa9mi€9:d.af all that pertained t^fiim; and 
•* he hath requited me evil for good." So here, in vain have 
I kept this, fellow upon the fea, when I fuffered others to fiiik ; 
in vain have I preserved his Ufet liberty and eftate y fo ofteit 
by- an out^ftretched arm of power and mercy to bimi feein|( 
be requites nie evil for good. 

O let me intreat you to be careful to comply with the de* 
'figns and ends of God in theie your wonderful prefervations ! 
If you enquire what God's ends and defigns in your delivef** 
aBce^re, I ahfwer, 

Firfi^ It is to lead ^ou to repentance. ** The goodnefs of 
^* (God (faith the apoftle) leadeth thee to repeiitatice,*^ Item}. , 
ii* 4. Doft thou not know the voice of mercy ? Why, it be* 
fpeaks thy return to God. It may be tboo baft fpent all thy life, 
to this day, in the fcrvice of fin : Thou iie^er redeemefl one ol| 
all thy precious hours to confidertbine own eftate, to bewail 
thy fm and mifery, to feck after an intereft in Chrift. ^ Why, 
119 w here i^ a providence fallen in, that doth, as it were, taker 
thee by the hand, and lead thee to this great and neceflary 
vork. The end of God in raifing this ftorm, was to deliver theef 
from the more dreadful tempeft of his wrath, which, without 
repentance, muft (hortly overtake thy foul in the bkckiie& of 
darknefs for ever. Now Gdd hath awakened thy confcvenc^ 
hy this fright, made it charge home thy fins upon thee, t£r«' 
rified thee with; difm.al apprehenfions of death and hell. O 
what a fair opportunity and advantage hath he now put into 
thy hand for rep^mance^ reformation, and gaining ah intereft 
in Jefu^ Chrift I If this feafon be loft, confcience fuffered a* 
gain to ^all into any dea4 fleep, and thy heart be again harden* 
cd by the deceitfulndfs of fin, thou mayeft never have fucb ani 
opportunity for falvation opened to thee any more. 
' Sec<mdly^ If this end be anfwered, then a farther ddfign ' 
God hath in thy deliverance, is to engage and encourage thy' 
foul to a dependance upon God in future flratts and dangers. 
This is food for faith ; and now you are fariiiftied with experi* 
cnceofthe power, ni^brcj^, and gdodncfis of God, ^ to enable 
you to i-eft yourfeltes Upon hiiti when new exigencies beful 
you. K God exerdfe you withfucfa extremities another tiipe, 
you may fay with the apoftle, 2 Cor. i. i o. «^ Who delivert d' 
<« us from fo great a death, and doth deliver; in whom we 
«* truft, he will yet deliver us*" 

If your firft^ deliverance were a deliverance without a promife, 
when you were without Chrift, wluit encouragement have you 
to depend upon .bim» when ^s end is anfwered in your repen^ ,-^ 
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taoeeanl conveifion? and, beaag mChrift,««tl{»itit!MlD 

aU the proflaUiei. 

Thirdiyf and la/fly ^ God'$ end in pur matvellom *prdbv» 
fiona aftd deliyerances, is» to ^uraifii you &r» and to engage 
joa to a life of praife. ' X) haw ihould the high praifa 4 
God be ever in your mouths I you have feen bis works aa4 
wonders in the deeps ( and this is it which the Pfalmift preffes 
vpon yoa, as a becoming return for your mercies, in the verdi 
following my text i ^ O that jrnen would praife the Lord for 
<* his goodiiefs, and for his wonderful works to the chilJra 
^•ofmair 

P with what warm and enlarged affe^ons Cbould you qp 
prefs yduf thankfidne(s lo the Gal of your felvatian ! and bf 
as David, << What am I, O Lprd God, and what is my &tber*l 
^ houfe, that thou ihouldft do fuch great things for me P 
Was fudi a life as mine worth the working of fi> many waa- 
ders to iave it ? Q Lord, thov knoweft it has been a life ^ 
in vanity. Thy glory hath not been precious ia mine ef «i 
hdtmy life hath beenpredousinihine eyes*. ManyoMff 
iftfeleml, and lefs finful than myfeli, have periflied, and} sn 
ihved. O Lord, 0iew me me defigns and gracious €ih)i 
•f thefe deliveravbces. Surely there is feme great Aing M 
be done by b>6, er eiie fo great a £ilvation had not Ixefi 
wrought for me. The Lord faw in what a fad cafe my poof 
Ipul was, to be fumnaoned immediately before his judgment* 
feat ; that if I had goite down under all my guilt, I bad ktik 
Vf> the bottom of bell : But thou, in love to my foul, haft de* 
Uvered ic from the pit ^f corruptian^that I might yet enjoj a 
fe^im for fiUvation, and be qace more intruded widi tk 
precious talents af time and means. ' O that I may iioc rqe^ 
or abuie the grac^ of God in this new jnftniment, as I kive 
too often dMe in the former ! let me not. live M one delivered 
to comqait aU thefe abominations ! 

AoA now after aU that is come upon me for my evils, 6^ 
thou, my God# haft punished me to much kfe than my ia^^* 
ties deferve ; and hail giveai me fu^ a deliverance as Hh 
ihould I agaki dare to break thy oomfnandmemcs ? tan 
^ ijy I4* *^ O Jet this neiw merey pooduee a new ho^ w 



I 417 1 

THE 

S.E A M Am E R E S E R V A T I V E 

InFo&SIG{(CoOHTRIB$« 

SERMON 111, 

^SAtM clcxxix. 9, '10. If J take the wings rftbemimingy and 
^ dmett in the uttermoft part of the fea t e^en there JbaU th^ 
hand lead rne, and thy right handjhall hold Wh 

IN this ]^£dm the omniprefctice and ofiinifcf ence of Gcd and 
the (ubjefbs of the Pialmift's meditation ; and theft attri« 
ibutes are herepromifcuoofly difcourfed, not only.becaufeof thl^ 
«iear affinity that is betwixt their natures^ but becaufe the on6 
is the dexnonftration of the other :. It is evident God knows all 
things^ becaufe he fills all places. . Touching the omnifcience 
t>f God| he difcovers the infinite perfe£tion of that attribute by 
the particular and exa£t nopon. it takes of all oUr ways : vcrie 
. 3. •* Thou compaifeft my paths^ and art acquainted with all 
•< my ways;?*. Of all our words; vetfc 4. M There is not a 
•< word in my tongue, but lo^ O Lord, thou knoweft it altoge« 
f < ther.'' Yea, of ^1 our thoughts \ and that not only in the in«> 
ftant of their conception, but long before they were conceived ( 
verfe 2. •^ Thou underftandeft my thoughts afar off," even 
lirom eternity. Thus he difplays the omnifcience of God : 
And then to make demonlfaratipn of the truth and certainty of 
this do£brine of God's omnifcience, he proves it from his om« 
niprefence : ^. d. He that fills all things, cannot but know all 
things. Now God's ^re fence fills heaven, yea, and hell too^ 
rerfe 8. And all parts of the earth and fea, even the remotefly 
Terfe % lO^. And therefpre no creature, nor adion of any crea- 
ture, can efcape his cognizance. It is not here as among men ; 
if a malefadlor be condemned by the laws of one kipgdom, he 
may efcape by flying into another % but it is far otherwife here i 
for faith the rfalmift, (perfonating a guilty fugitive endeavour- 
ing to make an eiCbape from thearreft of God's juftice)> " If I 
V takie the wings of the morning, and dwell in the uttermoft 
« parts of the fea ; even there fiuil thy hand lead m^,.and thjr 
« right hand fliall hold me," 

. yoL, yjL. \ ^Qgg . . 
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In which words, you have thde two things matnl j ttmsAf^ 
hit. 

I . The greateft fecurity and encouragement to a finner fup-- 
poftd. .. ' . 

a. That fuppofed fecurity and encouragement utterly de- 
ftrdyed. . 

I . The greatcft fecurity and encouragement to a finner fup- 
pofed ; ^ If I uke the wings of the morning, and dwell in ttle 
^ Vttermoft parts of the fea'^ *. Where two things feem to of- 
' fer towards bis preteftfon. 

Ftrfti The place i the remoteft piirt of the fea ;. by whieS 
you are to un^erftand the moft,obfcufe nook in ths creation i 
fartheft removed from an infped^ion or obfervation^. 

And^/ecandly^ hi& fwift and fpeedy flight, after the com- 
^miffion. ef fin, to this fuppdiid refuge and fanfi^uary : It is here 
Aippofed, that a finner fliould fly ^as fwift as the light of tbe 
fun, which in a moment Oiities.from the eaftto the weft: 
and fo the meaning is, co»ld I flee wiih a celerity equal 
to the fun> or Us. beams «f light, which breaking forth iir 
the morning, do in an. inftant enlighten th« remdtefl: parts of 
the hemifphcre ^ Could I as fwiftly flee to the moft obfcure>.re- 
mote, folitary place ia all the w^rld. Thus the (ihner's fecu- 
rity is fuppofed. 

, 2. This fuppofed^ fecurity and encouragement is utterly dc- 
^pycd } *♦ E^en there fliall thy hand lead me, and fhy right 
f ^ hand fliall hold me,*^ i The leading hand of God is, not 
)!iere to he underftood^ as a directing or guiding hand^ to fhew 
the fugitive finner the wstjr of his efcape ;: h^t ccmtrarily^ ** Thy 
<< hand fhall lead me,'' as a keeper kads his prifoner back to 
the place of cuftody, from which he eildeavoui?ed to vfcape^^ 
And the following clauie is exegetical.:. *♦ Thy right hand 
f< ihail hold," or detain mCf viZi, in &n£i cuflody. So that 
the fum of ail is this: 

Doft. T/>at the whole ^w^tld dff^dt no place ff Jecreey orfe^ 

curity for ajinner to e/cape the oifervmg eye^ and rtg/iUour 

hand^God.^ 

.Jonah fled froin the Lord to Tarihilh ; but could he efeape 

fo ? No> the Lord fent a ftorm after him, which brought hack 

tne fugitive, Jonah i. 3^4* We read, Ifa. xxi^. 15. offuch 

M as dig deep, to hide thek counfels from the Lord^'' i. e* 

' * He alludes to the fwifteft of alt motkni, even that <tf light, which 
%iingsa|.a movent from eaft to wefh ' Caivtn^ 

t Nonacclpitur dedacere pro yiam fnonfirare ; fed deducti mt 
iilfim^ tu0 tanguem e$^9t ei^rhtmjbicommijfumdeduiciti Tacah. 
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'"^T^ey plot, contrive and ftudy to conceal their widkeB deBgns, 

4to iin with greateft fctrecy and fecurity. But^ what can poffi*- 

Toly be a covering from him, to whofe fight all things are naked 

.and manifcft ? Where can a finner be hid from him whofe pre-^ 

jfence fills heaven and earth I Jer. xxiii. 25. The fcripturc 

^yes foU proof to this great truth. It is clear from Prov. xv: 

3. f«<The eyes 4rf the Lord ^e in every places beholding the 

^« evil and the good." And againt Job xxxiv. 21, 22, **For 

^< his eyes are upon the ways of man, and he fe^ ail his gQ# • 

•« ings*; there is no d^knels,iior fhaclow ofiideath, where the 

•*« workers of iniquity may hide themfelves." Whoever gdes 

^bout to conceal a fin in fecret, attempts a foolifh and impoffi-^ '■ 

y^ defign, Pfalm xliv. 2 1^ ** Shall not God fearch this out ? For 

^* Jheknoweth the feorets of the hearts For the «yes of the Lori 

^* run toand fcQj thFough;t>he vhole>«arth," 2 Chron. xvi. 9. 

Now Hi th^ bandling of this poin;^ I purpofe to Ihew you^ 

i. That men are often induced to fiu Mpon hqpesdf fecrecy 
and concealment. 

,2. That to fin upon thefe entooragements, ftrongly argues ^ 
'their natural atheifm : They think they are fafe, if men know 
k not ; they reckon not upon Cod's difcoveryof them. 

3* That thefe encouragements to fin are vain things, it be* 
kig impoffibie any place can 4iide a finner fcom God ; and 
how it appears that the eye of God k, and n;uft needs be upon 
-IIS, and -eur a&ions, where-ever we are, and hoiw dofely foever 
we endeavour to bide them : And then apply it. 

Firfit Men are often induced to commit fin upim the hopes 
trf fccrecy and concealment. Sin (efpccially fomc forts of fin) 
car-ry fo much ihame and odium in them, that i$ reftrains men 
from the open pra£lice of them ^ but if Satan can perfuade 
them»they Iball never be divulged to their areproacb, they will- ' 
menture upon thenu Sec that text, ** The eye of the adulterer 
*♦ waiteth for the twilight, faying, no eye Khali fee me, and' 
*< difguifeth his face," Job xxiv. 15. Reckoning himfelffe- . 
cure, if he xan <:arry his wickednefe under a vail of darknefs, 
not caring what wickednefs he doth, fo he may do it undifceni- 
ed : It is not the afling of fin, but the difcovery of it, that purs ' 
them into terrors. So it is added with refpeft both to the a« 
dulterer and the thief, Ver. 17. *< The morning is to them as 
<« the fliadow of death, if one know them ; they are in the ter- 
« rors of the Ihadow of death ;" i. e. If a man, efpecially a 
man in authority, a magiftfate meet them, it js as if the image 
'^^f deajh pafled before them in""a vifion. So thofc idolaters, * 
Cgjg a 
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jSzek. Tiii. *ll« <' Son of man, haft thou feeh w^t^ fSkt - aitt^ 
^< cats of the houfe of Krael do in Uie dark, evety man in tb( 
<< houfe of his imagery i For they {^y» the ILiord feedi us not." 
They cop<:lude all is well, if nothing 9{>pear« Thia encoura^- 
menc of fecrecy is the great ar|^(nent by which Satan prevails 
with mdi to commit aii( fin that bath (hame or danger attcndj- 
sng it : But bis promifips of conce^ment are ui^v^^y made goodi, 
as 'his promife^ of great wealth ar^ to witches. 7^ hi^ is the en- 
^uragement. 

Se^rufyf Next, I will make it evident to youy tbat tafin up- 
on diis encouragement, argues athei£m in him tt^t cpoamits 
l(. This is plain ) for, did men belieye the oodotprefence a»4 
omnifcience of God, fuch an encouragemcQt to fii^ as fecrecy 
Could haye no force with them. Tfa\i8, when the anti^nts ot 
Ilrael prad^iied their idolatry in the dark, it is plain they 
thought God faw them hot, Ezek. viii. 12. ^^ For tbcy £iy, th^ 
.^ Lord feeth us not, the Lord bath for&kcQ the earth i" u /• 
They did not really believe God's omniprefence and omnifc^ 
cnce. And Job tells us, chap. xxxi. 26, 27, 28. ^' That if he 
f < had beheld the fun in his brightne&," (i. e,) to admire anct 
worfliip it as a God ; or, <^ his heart being fecretly enticed^ 
<< he ihould have denied the God that is ^yp." £very one 
that is enticed to fm upon the encouragement of fecrecy, dotk 
fo far deny the God that is above. If fuch ^ map did really be*' 
lieve there is a God that fees him, *S whofe eyes are as flames 
^< of fire," Rev. i. 14, «*TowHom the darkheis and the ligbj^ 
« are both alike," Pfal. cxxxix. 12. it were . impcifible he 
ihould be fo terrified at the difcovery ckF a creature, and fo fecure 
and wholly unconcerned at the difcovery of God : It<:ouJld not 
be, that the obfenration of the great God flioul4 V^ fo much 
trouble them, as the obfervation of a little child. 

Thus we find the inward thoughts of mens hear^ conceding 
God, difcoyered by their bold attempts upon ferret fins, Ka. 
xxxit. 1 5. <^ Woe to them that feek deep to hide ^beir counfd 
f' from the Lord, and their works are in the dark \ and they 
^« fay, who feeth us, and who knoweth us ?" They think if 
their works are {hrouded under a veil of darkneft, they are fafc 
enough ; if they can efcape the bar of an eatthly god {^ magi- 
ftrate) they (hall never be accountable at any other bar. We 
^ve another fad inftance of tlie fame impiety in P&lm Ixxiii. 
II. "And they fay, how doth God know? And is there 
^< knowledge in the Moft High ?" If men did not fancy to 
fbemfeives there is no God, or (which is aUone) that he is lik^ 
VRto themfelvcs, one thai; cannot £ae in darknefe, tLey qqv^ 
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^eVw etidoyrage tfaemfelves s^s they do, to fin upon fuch » 
_4balilh pretence. * 

~ Thirdlyy But my proper bufmefs, in this place^ is to pnxvei 
$^zt thete encouragements to fin are vain things : That no fin^ 
Tier can hide J^imCdf from the eye of Qod* .'Ihis is plain both 
JirooFi fcripture and reafon. , - •, 

The fcriptu res ipeak full home to this inith, Prov.v. 2r^ > 
^* The ways of a man are befoce the Lordj and he ponderetN 
^< all his paths/' To ponder or weigh our paths, is more than 
fimply to obferYC and iee them. He not only fees the adion^ 
])ut puts it into the balances, with eyery circ\mi(lance belong«» 
ingtoit, and tries how much every ingredient inthe a£tioii 
weighs, and what it comes to. So that God hath not only 
(fn univerfalinfpgnipn upon ^yery a^ioni but he hath a criticai 
m/pe^ion into it alfo. *< The Lord is a God of knowledgci 
«* and^by him adions are weighed," x Sam. ii. 3. So Jcr^ 
xiii»:a5. 27. "Thou haft forgotten me, andtruftcdin falfe- 
^< hood : I have feen th^y adulteries, and thy neighings, tho 
*< lew^nefsofthy whoredoms and abominations;" ^. </• Thou 
forgetteft there is a God in the heayens that beheld thee, an4 
didft verily believe all was fafe, becaufe feqret from man^ la 
this falfehood or cheat put upon thee, by the devil^ and thine 
9wn atheiftical heart, theu didfl trvjl. but I have feen thecy 
^nd all thy fecret lewdnefs. It is a proverb among finners, Si 
fion caftcy tamen caufe. Carry tde matter, if not honeftly, yet 
warily ;^ if thou haft a mind to fin, 'yet order it fo^ that the 
world may be never the wifer. But how vain a thing is this ? 
I£ men do not, the Lord doth fee it ; << I know, and am a wit- 
'^' nefs, jEaith the Lord," Jer. xxix. 23. Thus the fcripture 
fpeaks roundly and fully to the point in hand. 

But, becaufe the atheifm of the world is fo great, and it is a 
hard thing to convince men of this great truth, fo as to overawe 
■ them from any fecret fin byit •, I will, by rational arguments, 
demonftrate thfe truth tp every man's confcience, and give you 
plain and full evidence, that how fecrctly foever men carry 
their iinful defigns, yet the Lord muft needs be privy to them j 
and it is impoffible they (hould efcape his cognizance. 

I. Yaty Jirjiy He that formed aJl, cannot but know all: 
Ae workman cannot be fuppofed to be ignorant of any part of 
~ his own work. Now God is the formsr of all things -, every 
place, and every perfon he hath made : where, then, fhall the 
workers of iniquity hide themfelves ? You have * j folly, of 
fmners, in thinking to conceal themfelves from the eye of God, 
^(^vinei^d ajid xepfoved l?y thi^ very argument, lia. txxAX. j ''^ 
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t6. '< Woe unto them that feek deep to hide their conniels 
^* from the Lord, and their works are in the dark ; and they 
^ fay, who feeth us ? And who knoweth us ? Surely, your 
*< turning of things upfide down, llidl be efteemed as the pot- 
^ ter's clay : for, {hsdl the work fay to hi^m that made it, he 
^* made me not? Or, (hall the .thing framed fay of him that 
^ framed it, he had^ no- vnderftandirig V^ q. d. Think ye 
by deep -laid defigns, by the • advantage of darknefe, by the 
moulding and new moulding your cra^ defigns in your heads, 
^8 the clay is moulded now into diis, then into that msipe by the 
potter's hand, to hide it from me ? O brutifli creatures, and 
without ^nderflanding ! am not I the God that formed you ? 
And can it be fuppofed I (hould not know the moft fecret 
thoughts^ plots and defigns of mine own creatures, who cannot 
contrive a deiiga, nor conceive a thought without me ? How 
abfurd is this ? Find out a place which God made not, or a 
creature which he formed not; and then your pretences 
to that creature's concealment from God in fuch a place, may 
have fome colour: and this argument is again urged to con* 
vince the brutilh atheift, PfaL xciv. 8, 9, i^. << Underftandi 
** ye brutiih among the people, and ye fools, when will you 
** be wife ? He that planted the ear, fliall he no* hear ? He , 
" that formed the eye, ft all he not fee ? He that chaftenetk . 
•« the heathen, (hall not he corredl ? He that teacheth man 
** knowledge, (hall not he know ? The Lord knoweth the 
^ thoughts of man, that they sire vanity;" fo that it is the 
Tninefl of all vanity in the world, to think of hiding your fins 
f I om the Lord. 

2. He that fuftains all, cannot but know, and difccm alL 
Tou that feek to hide counfel from the Lord, know ye not, 
** That in him yoii live, move, and have your being ?" Aftis 
xvii. 28. Do not you derive that very power from him, which 
you abufe by finning againft him ? And do you depend ne- 
cefiarilyanf^ continually upon God for ail? Muft he give you 
the power to move^, and by that power can you move beyond 
bitn, and get out pf his reach ? You cannot think a thought 
without him, and yet cart exclude him frcfrh thofe very thoughts 
which you hai no power to conceive, but from him r Exercife 
but common reafon in the cafe, and it will hiis at your abfurd 
defigns* ■ * 

3. He that governs all, can be ignorant of nothing, Thefc 
is a perpet.?* 1 influence of providence, fwaying and jgoverning . 
all the creatures, and all their aftionsi elfe the. very ligament^, 
of nature would crack, and the world break up and dilbafi4 
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"This proWdehce extends itfelf to tKe Icaft and loveft of crea- 

^, Cures and their a^ons, Luke xii. 6. a fparrow falls not ta 

- «hc ground yrithout it. ** The great God hath fomething to 
«* do about the moft minute * and inconfiderable things ;'* 
yea, the moft contingent and uncertain things, as is the difpofai 
of alot, ProT. xvi. 3.3. And, indeed, this omnifcience of 
-God is that which is neceifaiy to this univerfal government* 
How fhall he rule that perfon, oi: in that place, which he knows 
^fiot ? Indeed earthly governors tnay do fo ; it is not necefiary 
they have a perfonal immediate cognizance of each place and 

. |)erlon in their dominions: it is enough that they be virtually 
aiid mediately governed by them ; but it isnof fo with God f it 
is neceflary his eye fhould immediately fee all the parts of his 
dominion* He could not rule the world, if he were not an om - 
liifcient God. Pfal. Ixvi. 7. « Heruleth by hispo^ci for ever ; 
*^hi3eye$ behold the nations: let not the rebeUious exalt 
.« thcmfelves." 

4. He that hath fet a fpy to obfervc and note what every 
. man doth, cannot but know his siftions, how fecret^foever they 
be. Now, fo it is here \ God fends a fpy with you^ to ohferve 
and record your nioftfecret afkions, and thoughts, in every 
place, I mean your own conferences, from whofe, obfcrvation 
none of your ways can poffibly be exempt. The fenfe of this 
made the heathen fay, Turpe quid anfurtiSy tc^ftne tefte ime.\ 
When tttou art attempting a finfulad, fear thyfelf without 
any other witnefs ; copfcience is privy to your moftfecret d^- 
figns and thoughts \ t Kings ii. 44. '* Thou knoweft all the 
.*< wickednefs which thine heart (1. e. thy co|ifcience} il privy 

• ^* to :" and if confcience know all, God muft needs fee and 

Jcnow it. So the apoftle reafons, from the leflei to the greater^ 

I John iii. 20. ^ If our heart condemn us^ (which is there pu^ 

«< for con&ience) God is greater than our hearts, and know- 

^ f^ eth all things." If the fpirit of a man knows the things of a 

, man, much more he that formed that fpirit, ^nd endowed 
man with it* 

5. He that knows things more fecret and uhfearchable than 
/our moft fecret a£lions can be, muft needs know them hofw fe- 
Tcretfpever they be. Now there are many things more dofe 
and fecret than any adion of ours can pofiiby be, and yet God 
knows them. The thoughts of the heart are more fecret than 
^ny external a&ion ; fb fecret, that no creature can fear ch 
them J the devil hihifelf hath but a conje6lural guefs at them : 
<< But xht Lord telleth unto Qian what is his thought j'* as in 
• .' ' # Detu maximui in mnsT?tus. , . 
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Amos^ir* 13* Sojer. xvii. 10. <M the Lord feareh theb^^ 
^< I try the reins \** u e. The moil: obfcure, inward and deep 
fecrm lodged in the heart ; nay, which is more, he not only 
knows oar thoughts when they are formed and conceived in 
the heartf but long before their conception \ Pfalm cxudx. 2. 
«< Thou knoweft my thoughts afar off/' Divines generally 
interpret it from etemitjr \ even fo long before tbey were ^« 
tuaUy thought, he foreknew every thought we ihould think \ 
and what can be imagined more fecret, and undifcernibley 
.than a future thought i 

Now if this be known to him, how much more are our 
thoughts formed into proje£bs and defigns, and thefc executed 
by external actions ? O deceive not yourfelveo with hopes of 
fecrecy ! Nothing can l^e a fecret to him that knows the coua* 
fels ot all hearts. 

. 6. He that providentially Wings to light the mod fqcret con-' 
trivances of men, ^d publiihes them before all Ifrael, and be^ 
fore the fun, muft ^leeds fee them, and Unow them. How 
do&ly had Achan co^rered his wickednefs : He never fulpeftei 
a difcovery, yet God bcought it to light. With how m«dl . 
ttmtrivance was the fin of £(avid covered ? yet tJod difcov;eFed , 
it : *< Thou didft this thing iWetly, but I will do this ^ing; 
^< before alMfrael, and before the fun," 2 Sam. xii. 12. Hif» 
tories abound whh examples of God's bringing to light mur- 
dels, fo fecretly committed, that i^ was impoflible they fliould 
ever be revealed in this world, without a miracle of providence; 
and yet fo they have been brought to light. BeiTus, having 
committed fuch a murder, fancied the fwallows that were char- 
tering in the chimney^ h^d faid, BefTus killed a man, and 
thereupon confeffed the fa£t. How fecure were the contriver! 
tf ^the popiih powdsr-plot, that Catholic villany, in a douUe 
fisnfe having fwom all their accomplices to fecrecy, s^nd mana* 
^ed th^ whole defign (0 clofely, that Guy Faux, upon the dif- 
covery of it, faidj The^devil miifi needs be th^ difcoverer tfit* 
How eafy were it to expatiate upon this theme ? But I will not 
be tirefome in inftances: all ages are the witnefles of thistruth. 
Who can then deny or queftion that great or confefied truth, 
Dan. ii. 28. " There is a God in heaven that reveals fecrcts :* 
and if he reveals them, he muft needs know them. 
; 7. He that will judge all fecrcts, cannot but know th^. 
*< Now God will judge the feQrets of men in that great day,'* 
Rom.ii. 16. ** God will bring every work into judgment, vtitb 
** every fecret thing, whether it be good, or whether it beeril,'* 
Eccl. xii. «//. . The Judge, of die whoiejearth will not judjo 
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iM irdndom ; bis jodgmeot ivill be infallible^ iM^caufe his omDi- 
. Icieoce is fo. •* His eyes are upon the ways of roan, and he 
*• fceth all his gdngs ; for he will not lay upon man more than 
** right, that he fliould enter into jadgmcnt wth God," Job 
xxxi7. 2 J, 23. 

So that the truth of this point is beyond all contrordrfy and 
con tradijflion, that the whole world affords no place of fecrecy 
ior fecurity for a finner to efcape the oblerving eye, and lighte* 
bus hand of God. 

The ufes follow in thefc inferences. 

1. inference. If this be fo, then time, place, and opporttint* 
ty, how much foever they feem to promife fecrecy and conceal* 
ment) (honld never further a temptation to fra. 

Supjpofe all circumflances concurring, fo that in the eye of 
reaftm yoti feem fecored from the ftiameful confc<luences of'^fin ; 
yet, methinks, the coofideration of this trnth (hould fufficient- 
ly deter you from a wicked purpofe; Prov. v. ao. *« And why 
••'wilt thou, my Ton, be raviftied with a flradgc woihan, and 
J* embrace the bofom of ^ (hanger ? For the ways of a mad 
•* arc before the eyes of the Lord, and he pondereth all his 
*• goings/* There be four things which ftrengthen temptatioDs 
to fin, and particularly the fin of uncleannefs upon fcamen. 
Firfi, The abfencc of lawful remedies. Secondly, The prefencc 
bf allaring objcfts. Thirdly, The inOigaiion of wicked ex- 
amples. Fourthly, And the hopes of concealment, being re- 
fnotc from their acquaintance : fo that their fin^, in probability^ 
-{hM never difgrace them. This laft circumftance is not the 
lean : O how many hath it prevailed upon ! but f hope yoa 
will never yield to this temptation, whofe heart and ftrength are 
broken by this confidcration of the eye of God upon yoo, A 
chaise woman being once follicited to folly, told hiro that folKcit- 
ed her, fhe could never yield to the motioni until he could fin4 
a place where God (hould not 'fee. 

Nay, my friends, it fhould do more than reftrain you from 
the grofe afts of fin; it (hould powerfully curb the very 
thoughts and (irfi motions of (in in your hearts. That was 
the ufe holy Job made of this truth, Job xxxi. 1,4. "I have 
•• ttiade a covenant with .mine eyes ; why then (houlcj I ihinK 
.'' Upon a maid ? Doth he not fee tny ways, and count all my 
•* (Vcps?'» 

Suppofe you (hould carry your wickedneli fo clofe, that non^ 

.on earth (hould know it; yet the Lord fees it, an^ will brini 

It into judgment, and your own confcience is privy to ir, | 

Vol; Vi.. . H h h ^ 
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pray, firs, tell me, is it not a great comfort to a malefafior^ Aat 
he afted his crime fo cloieiy, that none but the judge, and 
one authentic wltnefs more, (whofe teftlmony is as good as a 
thonfand) beheld it ? Why, this is the cafe of all (ecret finners. 
Bat, to prefs home this great and neccflary truth. more par cicu- 
Urly, I bcfcech yon to confider, v 

I. God doth Dot only behold you, but beholds you with dctef- 
tation and abhorrence in your ways of iniquity : It is a figbr that 
grieves him to the heart. Gen. vi. 5, 6. *' And the Lord ixvi 
» ^* the wickednefs of man wsis great on the earth, and that eve- 
*' ry hnagioation of the thoughts of his heart was only evil 
** continually/' Here was wickednefs, great wickednefs, break* 
ing out e3Cf£rnaMy,'and evil, only evil, and that coQtinoalty,urork- 
ing internally ; fo that both heart and life were evil extenfiveiy, 
intenTively ,and proten fively.^ This the Lord Taw ; and how it afiec- 
' ted him, th^ fixth verfe tell^ you ; *' And it repented the Lord 
'< that he had made man on the earth f and it grieved him at the 
** heart:" Ah! it cuts him to the heart, to fee your fiafuf 
hearts and courfes* Nothing can be fo contrary to the pore and . 
holy nature of God as this is : this made the prophet admire 
how his patience could endure fuch a Cght, Hab. i. 13. ** Thoo 
** art of purer eyes than to behold evil, and can^ not look op* 
** on iniquity ; wherefore lookefi thou upon them that deal: 
*' treacheroufly ?'* iyc. As if be fhould fay, Lord, how 
canft thou behold thyfelf afironted by vile creatures, and hold 
thy hands from avenging ill O the flupendous patieace of 
Oodr 

2. It doth, not otoly grieye him to the heart, but it puts his 
patience to the greateft trial and exerciie in beholding it ; there-^' 
fore he is laid *' to endure. with much tong-fuf&ring,'* Roo* 
IK. 22. It doth» as.it were, create d coaSiA betwixt his pa-: 
lience and }aflice : he is fo provoked by your fin, that he ex* 
prcflTes it as a difficulty to bear it, Amos ii. rjv " I am prelTed 
** under you, as a cart is preiTed that is full of (heaves ;" bur- 
dened till the axle-tree of infinite patience be ready to crack 
yxniftr the- Weight. 

Nay, thirdly^ He doth not only fee your evils, but he regi* 
^ers and records them, in order to a day of reckoning with yon 
for all together:, except y^ repent ; Dent, xxxii. 34. "Is not 
*' this laid up in (lore with me, and fealed up among mytrea- 
«* fures ?*' A metaphor taken from the clerk of the affize, who 
feals up the bag of indiflments, againA the time of trial. Yoa 
fhink if you can blind the eyes of men, all is well, yoa (hall 
hear no more ^f it : ah ! but it is (ealed up among God'& tiea- 
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lares ; {i. e.) the things be records and referves for the day of 
accoont. 

. 4. God doth aot only fee you, bni be will alfo ope day make 
jen fee yourfelves, aod yobr ways, and that with horror aad 
^ooftematioor- Yoo think you fhalUafte nothing bat the fweet 
and pleasure of fin; bat hov are you deceived ^ The days 
are comings when Cm, that is now pleafant, (hall be turned into 
wormwood and gall. You will not fee the evil of it ; and be- 
caafe yoo fee it not, yoa think God doth not. " Thefe thinga 
** (faith God) haft thoo done, and I kept filence, and thoa 
*^ thoaghteft that I was altogether fach an one as thyfelf ; but 
** I will reprove thee, and fet them in ordei" before thine eyes," 
PfaL Lai. God fees them^ now, and he wt\ make yoa fee them 
too, by opening your eyes m this world graciouily, or in that to 
come judicially. ; 

5.'God doth aot only fee your ways, but he will make all 
the world fee them too : For, ** there is nothing hid that (hall 
** not be repealed, nor covered, that (hall not be inade known," 
Matth.'3C. 26. ** There is a day when God will make manifeft 
"the hidden counfds of the heart/' 2C0r.1v. 5. *« When 
** that which hath been fpoken in darknefs, (hall be beard ia 
^ ligfht ; and that which ye have fpokeq in the cars in clofets, 
'' (hall be proclaiiaed upon the boafe. tops," Lukexii. 3, Well 
then, whenever the occafions and opportunities of fin are pre-* 
iented to you, under this encouragement of fecurity, I befeech 
you remember this truth, that no place can hide you from the 
eye of God. He fees all your ways, yea, he fees them with 
abhorrence ; the fight of them is the greateft exercife of his pa- 
tience. His fight of them is not a tranfient glance, boc he iees 
and records your evils ; thc^y are fealed up among his treafures i 
He fees, and will make you fee them too, with horror, when 
he (hall fi^ them in order before you : he fees them, and will 
make angels and men fee them in the great day. O then, nevier 
let fecrccy any more eficourage you to fin ! 

2. Inference. What prodigious finners mu(t they be, that 
feek no coVert for their fin in darknefs, but with an impudent 
face declare, yea, glory in their (hame ; who are not afliamed 
fo fin openly with a bare face, and a whore's for€,head \ Thefe 
are finners (rf the firft magnitude. " They declare their fin 
<« as Sodom, and hide it not, Ifa* iii. 9. It is as natural to 
man to endeavour to hide bis fin, as Adam, and you fee from 
the text, guilty finners fain would, if it were poifible, fly to 
MUiy obfcure cornci: from the ohfervation of God and aien ; and 
' . • - ^ H h h a 
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it IS a mercy Gad hath p^aated ftich an affefttoo, as fliami? 1^ 

Iq the Ibul of iDaD» to be a bridle to rcftnm hiicitorb^: ^ Vi. 
Biat yet iHcfie 111 gmftatlon of moj3lirc»as (inoers, ^ve 

ff^ far unmaaQcd ihcmfLlirei, '' Th^t they arc not at n ^ 

*' whe£i they commit abommatba^, neiiher can they Piui,%'* 
Jet tL 15 If ihat be any rcmaia^ of (lia^t^ left tti them« 
xh^f citcrcife It itpoo 8 wrong objc^ : they aire afhamed of 
that which woatd be to their glory, and glory la tbit which li 
their thamc : they adil Impudrnce to their fm, lad bio Hi eol 
to proclaim that which others ^^6j to conceal 

Such a vl!e temperas this, (hews a maa cvea ripe for wrath . 
he hath even tilled up his mcifbrCf siod \% come to tlic very 
culmjuatmg point aad tap of wickednefi. There be fume frieo 
arrived to fuch a degree of hoUacfs, ilmt all that converfc wtfb 
th',fn, ju'^^ge them even ripe for heaven ; they i peat the dialed V, 
iBd have the very favoar of hci?eQ upoo ihem. 'Others flie 
COtnc to fuch a prodigious height of itsptcty, thiit tinder O^od- 
iiig mtn csonot but conclude ihey are mgh unco dim ai lion ; 
they ^peak ihc very lad^ujircr aai h^vc the very fcem of hHl 
upoti them. Such arc they that cpeoly declare thdi fiQ fij So* 
dom. and (^lory in ihdr rivimc. 

I'hii* We IW fomcditinkards will glory in iherr (Ircngth, M 
pour doyira wine and ftrotig drink., and can bo^ft of the n em- 
ber of ihcircup?: li^me adulterers can glofy lo their lifts of 
wickcdnefs, not fufficing themfckts to damo their own ibtiU, 
but labouriQg to infcft and cortuptas many as they caii by their 
filthy tongue?!, that they m^y draw them iQlo the fame miirry. 
We c:tn iiardly tell how to fcrew up (m one peg higher ihao 
ihia : Krfl to praOife fm, thc« defend It, thca boaft of it* Sm 
\% firft a raafl's burdt^n next bis coAom, ocHt his delighr^ aiii 
then his excellency Lord, whither is man fiUen ! ?'^ * "- 
aefs ftiould cvei; be his difgrace ; aad fio, yea, the viic. . ,.» 
his glory \ O the power of divine patience J 

3 Inference. If the eye of God fearches every ohtorc a^* 
oer in the world, to behold the evil that is cooimitted there, 
then certainly the eye of God cannot but look into every fecrer 
place in the world, to fee the good that is done there ** The 
*■' eyes of the Lord are in every piacc, beholdiitg thr r '' 
^* the good/' Prov. xv- 3. The good as well as the c . - , 
he beholds with delight the good done in fecret. 

As Tome finners feek corners to a^ their wkkednefi m, aad 
cannot fatisfy thcfnfelves to commie fin in the light, (for, aiour 
Saviour faith, John iii. 10. ** He that doth evil hateth t^e 
y light;) k^ on the coouaty^ a ttuly godly man fccks cojocr. 
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fo^t^^> to 'meditate 10, aad to cKamine his own heart in, 
Md think} thefe datics of godlinefs cad never be managed with 
too great a privacy ; not that be is in the leaft afliamed of hift 

~ ^nty <; no, that is«not the reafon, bat he is afraid of hypQcrKy» 
vhen datiqs lie too open, and expofed to the eyes of men. A 
fioner takes his fnll Hbefty to vent his corropelonst when be 
can do it in fccret ; and a (aint takes his full liberty to vent and 
cx^rciie his graces, when no eye but the eye of God fees htaow 
f' Tb6Q, when thou prayei^ (faith onr Savioor) enter into thy 
** cbfet, and (hot thy door, and pray to thy Father which is m 
*''fecret» and thy Father (which feeth in fecret) (ball reward 
^* thee openly.'* O how much better is it, tx>th as^ to your 
prefent comforty and future account, to get into a corner to 
pray, than to whore and drink i To pour out your fouls to 
Gk^d gracipuA?» than to pour out your lufts againil God £> 
wickedly ?* How contrary are the f^rinciples of grace and cor* 
jEopiion ? The ftudy of iinncrs is to hide their evils from the 
eyes of men ; the Audy of a faint is to hide his duties from the 
<yef of men : The (Inner would not have the world fufpeA^ what 
he hath been about ;^or would the faint have all the world know 
what he hath been about. The way of an adulterer is as the 
** way of an eagle in the air, or as a (erpent upon a rock ; *' i. e. 
a fccret way, where they leav^ no prints or trails behind them. 
** So is the way of an adulterous woman ; (he eateth and wip« 
**. eth her mouth, and faith, I have done no wickednefs/' Prov. 
xxs. 19, 20. By wiping the mouth, is there meant preventing 
all fufpicion ; fuffering no £gn of the aAion to remain upon 
tjiem : So, contrarily, a gracious perfon that hath been with 
God in (ecret prayer, or fafting, when his duty is ended, he* 

. iabojars to avoid aU oftentations. And therefore you have the 
caution fron> Chrift, Matth. vi. 17, 18. " But thou, wheathoo 
♦* fafteft, anoint thy head, and wa(h thy face ; that thou ap- 

-^ pear not unto men to faO, but unto thy Father which is in- 
" fecret." The meaning is, carry thy private duties fo clofe, 
that none may know wlia't paflfeth between God andth^e:. 
"When thou haft been entertained in fecret with hidden manna,^ 
a feaft of fat things, wipe thy mouth in a holy fenfe, i. ^. wipe 
off all fufpicion of hypocrify and vanity by a prudent and hum* 
bie concealment. * ** Rdigion doth not lafalt open, as we fay :" 
As fiimers have their fecret pkafures, their Aolen waters which 
are fweet to them ; fo the faints have thehr fccret delights in 
God, their bidden manna^ which no man knows hot he that 
fIteA of it. And a$ the eye of God vindiftivcly beholds ih© 
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one, (b it delightfally beholds the other; and ^o yoti &id it. 
Cant. ii. 14. *• O my dove, (fairli Chrift to the charcb) that 
*' art in the clifts of the rocks, in the iecret places of the 
*' ftairs : Let me fee thy cooDtenance, let me hear thy voice; 
<* forfweec is thy voice, and thy coonteoance comely/* Let 
mis encourage yoo to fecret duties ; let not others find more 
pleafure in fedet luds. than you can do in God and fecret da« 
ties. 

4. Ifiference. Doth the eye of God fee all the evil mtd widc* 
ednefs that is committed in all the (ecret corners of the world ? 
How admirable then is the patience of God towards the worid I 
'Who can imagine how much wickedoefs is fecretly praftiied io 
a town or city every day ? Or, if all the villanies that are per- 
petrated in a fnudl circumference in one day, were known to 
us, we (hould admire that God doth not make us, like Sodom, 
for judgment and defolation, before the next day. What then 
are the innumerable fwarms of fin, which are as the fands up- 
on the fea-(hore, from all the parts and comers of the earth ! 
Alas» there is not the ten thuufandth part of the groflfer (brt of 
wickednefles committed in the world, that ever comes to our 
eye or ear ; and if it did, we cannot eAimate the evil of fin, as 
God doth ; nor feel with that refentment the burden of it, as 
he doth ; and yet the longfufTeriDg God forbears it with infi- 
nite patience. Snrely his power was not more difcovered ia 
making the world, than it is in forbearing to dc(hroy it again, 
for the wickednefs that is in it. But the worid (lands for the 
church*s fake that is in it. ^* And were it not that the Lord 
<< of hofts had left us a fmall remnanr, we bad been as Sodom, 
** we had been like unto Gomorrah,** ifa. i. 9. There is alio 
an eleA remnant to be called and gathered by the gofpel out of 
it, in their feveral generation? : and when that number (ball be 
accompli(hed, God will fet fire to the four quarters of it, and 

it (hall lie in white a(hes ; till then the long fufS-riog of God 
waiteth. 

5. Inference. If God (ees all the fecret wickedne(« that is 
committed io every corner of the world ; how clear is it, that 
there is a judgment to come, and that this judgment will be 
exaft ? 

That there is a judgment to come, is by this manifeft; aorf 
alfo that there is abundance of fin committed in the world, 
which never comes to light here, nor never will in this worid. 
It is true, mens (Ins are open ; and the judgments of God np« 
on them are as open ; but it Is not fo with all. The apoftlo 
faicb^ 1 Tim. v. 24. ^\ Some mens Cos are open before hand,. 
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'^* goiog before-hand tt> jadgment, aod fon^e me&s'tliey follow 
** after.'* Some mens fms are written, as it were, in their fore- 
heads, every one fees them i but others follow after» are nor 
discovered till the day of the revelation of the fecrets of all 
hearts, and then that which is now done in clofets (hall be pro« 
claimed as upon hoofe-tops : Though they were never put to 
IhaQie for their fins, in the places where they committed thein^ 
yet God will (hame them, before men and angels. This is the 
day to judge fecrets, 1 Cor. iv. 5. 

\ And, as it is certain thfre will be fuch a judgment, fo it is 
certain this judgment will be exafl ; for the judge oF ail bath 
ieen all : Whatever he charges any man with, hath been afted 
before his face» Pfal. xc. 8. '* Thou fetteft onr fecret fins in 
*' the light of thy countenance." fiere can be no mi(lake, the 
omnipotent God will judge for what he hath feen ; '^ For his 
*^. eyes are upon the ways of jnan, and he feeth all his goings^ 
** for be will not lay upon man more than right, (hat he fhould 
'' enter into judgment with God.^' The meaning is, he can-. 
not miftake in his judgment, being omnifcient, and haying feen 
all the ways of man ; fo that there can be no plea offered by any 
man for a reverfe of his fentence. 

O then let us be exaA and careful, as well in our (ecret as in 
oar public actions ; for God (ball bring every work into judg- 
ment, with every fecret thing^ whether it be good, or whether. 
it be evil^ £ccl. xii* ult, 

6. Inference, Laftiy, If the eye of God be in every place np-^ 
\on IIS, and all onr actions ; then let thofe whofe conditioti of 
life hath fent them out of the eyes and obfervations of their pa- 
rents and mafters, keep (he fenfe of God's eye upon their hearts, 
as ever t^iey would efcape (in and ruin. 
• I( is no fmatl advantage to young unprincipled per(bns, to 
live under the difcipline of pious and careful governors ; but it. 
often falls out, that they are early tranfplanted into another foil, 
fent into foreign countries in order to their education or employ-, 
aient ; and as often are there corrupted and debauched by^the 
evil examples of the places where ihey re fide; they learn ano- 
ther language, or drive another trade than what their parents or 
mafiers d^figned them for. But if the fen(e of this great truth 
might accompany them where-ever they are, O what a fove- 
reign antidote might it provi againft thofe deadly ppiibns of 
' temptations ! This alone would be a fu(ficient prefervative. . If 
Q«r children and fervants have but the awful (enfe of God's eye 
Upon them, we oiay turn them ioofe intg the wide world witti- 
Ottt fear. , 

\ 



43* 7^^ Seaman's Prejirvathi 

If Providence fhall direfl this diCcmnrCe to your hancfs, iKlf 
hearths dcfire and prayer for yoti is« that the Spirit of the Lord 
would imprint this great troth npoa your hearts. Aad I am 
the more moved to endeavour your prefervatioo* upon the coq* 
fideratioQ of the apparent danger you are iQ,«aod the manifold 
difappoiotments and mifchiefs that muft unavoidably follow the 
corropciog of your teoder years. The danger you are in is 
great, whether you con fidcr, 

Firfit The infcfting, catching nature of fin. No plague Is 
more infectious and iofinuating than fin is. Many are the wifes, 
devices, Itratagems, and baits, Satan lays to draw^yoa ioto fm, 
2 Cor. ii. II. Or^ 

Secondly ^ The prooenefii that is in your own nature, to dofe 
with the offers and temptations that you are tried with ; it is aS 
great a wonder if you efcape, as that one that lives in a peft- 
houfe (hottld remain healthy ; or that dry tinder (hoald not 
catch, when thoufands of fparks fly about it, and light QpoH 
it. Or, 

Thirdly, The abfence of all thofe means by which yon have 
formerly been preferved from fhi. You are now without the 
ordinances of God, the family duties, the adnaonitioi^s, com^ 
ieis, examples, ^and obfervatioes of your parents^ maAers, and 
friends : All which have been of great nfc to keep you frcMO 
fin, and reprefs the vanities of youth. Or, laftly, 

Fourthly, The manifold furtherance or temptations which 
your age afiords ; Childhood and youth are vanity, loconfi- 
deratenefs, rafhoefs, iojudiciouioefs, and the want rf experi- 
ence, do all caft you into the very fnare. See how the Holy 
Ghoft hath fignified the danger ot perions at yonp age, in Prov. 
vii.^ 7. 

All thefc things do gready endanger yoo. And if any, or 
^1 of them together, 4)rcvail to the vitiating and corruptiag of 
yon, then what a train of fad confequences will follow opoa 
it! For, 

K The great God will be diflionourcd' and reproached by 
you, even that God whofe di(lingui(hing mercies ace now be« 
fore your eyes, and (honld be admired by you ; that caufed yoa 
to fpring up in a better foil, and not from iddatefs in aknd of 
darknefs. 

21 Confcience will be wounded and polluted with guilt; and 
though, ar prefent, you Feel not the remorlc and gna wings of 
it, yet now you arc preparing for it. The fins of youth are 
complain t8 and forrowsof old age, Jobxiii. z6» 



}• Thehetrtsof your friends, if godly, wiQbegriefed, and 
gready troaUed» tti find %\^m. ^xpi^^tations and hopes difap* 
pbiDted ; and allthofe prayers for you, and ooimfek befiowcd 
^% yop> %^ cofpe t9 nqthiogr. if 91^1 opeapal ou^ch by ^fau 
^as fbcb a giWf of heart to Ifaac aDd Rebecctf, trhac wifi 
jNTophaoeneis aad oodeanoefs be to yoor parents i Gefii zxsh 

34- 

4. Thefenricq0MeneriaQ<lcDqAfQrtof y^at. whole life, will. 
In all probability) be deftroyed by the corruption of yoor youth. 
}t blfi(rams b^ wilbered^ Aod licdb nipt, what froic'^caii i>e tt^ 
pe&edf Toootdode, 

' 5. Iteur premQ«a.a94 kmnortal bvk are hasarded to att eter** 
nlty. And *^ what (hall it profit a nan, |ogaia th^^liole 
«« world, and fofe his own fool ? ^ Or wl^at (hall a man give ia 
^ exduioge for his foul i ' M^ltb* xvi. 26. ^ >. 

AH tbts m&hief qciay be happilf prevemed by the ftn^osigop- 
fideraltoo of this point you have novr been reading. Eos, if 
Cod fhiall fix thai troth in yoqr hearts by futh, then, 

Firjli, foftead of roiuiing with otheinB hito th« fane excefaof 
fioc, yon will keep yoorieives pore and onlpotted m aQ uocleatt 
defiiing wofld. ¥00 will ^pfwer all tenptations 10 fin, as Jo^ 
iirph did« Gen. xnix. 9. '^ How can 1 do this great wtpkt^oefi^ 
•^ apdfinaeaioAGod^*' 

Stcendlft loAead of jpiniog with others ia ib; you wiM 
poom for the fins of others. You wiU fay wth Bavid, ifkU 
^xx. 5. '^ Wq0 is me, that I fojoom in Mefiiec, diat I dwdll ia 
«' the tents of Sedan' Your fool, like Lot's, wjU bp vexedw 
froa day to day, with thp filthy cotvtrfadoos of /the wicked; 
aPet. i. 17M8. / ' 

TAirdfy, loflead of returning to yoor eountry widi a wdon^t 
^ name and confdeoce^ yoo will return fult of' inward oom- 
fert aod peace, and to the joy of all yoor friends and relaiioai; 

Feuriify, Toconchide, You wiU give fisir encoorageaieo4s to 

the ixpeftations of all that know yan^ of beitooiing irfeful in*- 

ftrnments for the glory of God, and beoefii of the world ka 

' yoor.gsncration. O thcsefore beg of God, that tUs truth oiay 

^e d«f ply en^avep opi^ your heat ts« 
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Dbut. vhL 17. tS^ And thou fay in fhim^ hearty My pewen 
and tie might of my hand hath goUen me thk weaifh s hui 
fhon /halt remember the Lard thf Cad;, for it u he thatgiuetk 
fhee f9omr target wealtk 

THISccmtext coaciuis a accelTary and very feaiboable camioa 
to the Ifraeliiefr, who were now paffiog om of their wll* 
ikrnefi firaits iQto the rich and fmitCnl lawlof CaiUKUi, wbi^h 
aboondcd with all earthly Wcifioga aod comforts. Uow^ when 
the Lord was aboot to ^vc theo pofieffion of this good laml, 
lie ficft givea tlsefl» Iboit wh^efixae caveats to prevent tbe abnfa 
of tbeie mercies. He knew how apt they were to forget hiov 
in a^jprolperoos eftate^ and afcrlbe ail their comfortable frui- 
tiona to their qwo prodeooe aod valour ; to prevent tins, he 
rcaaiods them of their fonner eAate» aod warns them aboot 
tbetc^fnturoeftate; he reminds thenrof their former coacfitioiiv 
whilft they ftib^ed opoa his immediate care in the wttdernds ; 
Krfiss 15, 16. '* Whaled thee throngb the great and terrible 
f* lirilderneft, whcrcia were fiery feipencs and icorpioos, and 
** drought, where there waa do water f^ here were their dui- 
getvaod wants. '< Who brought thee forth water out of the 
** rockbfi ffint, who fed thee 10 the wildernefs with manoa^ 
. .** which thy fathers knew not :"^ here were thdr* foppties 10 
^htfeftraits. '< That he might humble tbee^ and that be 
^ flftighi prove thee» to do thee good a(, thy latter end :** here 
was Ihc wife aod giaeioos delign of God in all thia, 

Bttt whereia did Gbd hoinble them by feeding dienf with 
macHia ? Were they not (hrewdiy humbled (&itb Mr. Gornal, 
vol. II. p. 345. an ingenious author) to be ftd with fuch a dain- 
ty diih, which had God for its cbok, att4.was called angels food 
for its delicacy f It was not the meanoefa of the fare, hot the, 
manner of having it, by which God intended to huaoble then. 
The food was excellent, but they had it from haqd to month ; 
fo that God kept the key of their cupboard, they ftood to bh 
Uftmediatc allowance ; this was an humblii^ waf. But ntyr 
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Ae ^BJ^enTatlon of Provideiice was jaft uponih^ change; tbcy 
Were going to a land, ** where they (hoold eat bread wtihouyfc 
** fcarcenefs/* verfc 9. and have their cotnforts io a «a6re nam- 
iratly Rated, and %Iible way ; and now woold be the danger. 
Therefore, 

He not only temhds them of their former eftate» biit in thik 
text can tions them aboat their future eft ate, ''Say not in th]r 
^ heart, my power, or the might of my band, hath gbtten me 
^ this wealth," ifc. In this cation w^ liave theie two tbio|js 
Specially to obferve : 

i. The faffc caufe of Acir proQierity remo>ved. 
II. The true and proper caofe thereof alderted. . \ 

|« The falfe c^nfe removed : ** Not tWir power, orfhemtghit 
*' of tlieirhand.** Tharisfiud to be goieeh by libeband, wbicli 
Is gotten by our ^rdotn, as well as labiDur': bead- work; an(l ; 
^it-work, are hand-wortc in fhe ieafeotf this text. It cannot 
.tte<^nied, but they .were .a great |>eople, prudent, ibdufiriooty 
4ind Bad an excellent politf among "them : tot yet, ihbuglithef 
Jiadatl theie natnral external means of eni^ching th^mfelves ib 
that fertile ibU, God will, l^no means, allow them to afcribe 
their fuccefs and wealth to any of tbele caiifes : for, alas! whKt 
4ireall thefe without his Uefffiog? 

2: The true and proper eai^ a/Tertedt ** It Is the iLonS that 
^« gives thee power Cd gel Wealth :•• 1. e. All *y care, labeHor* 
^¥dom, firengtb, (x^wj notbiqg without him *, it iytidt your 
pains, b0t his bleffing, that makes your defigos to profper : and 
iherefdre to ail your profpertty^ Ik^ a(d&iiowie4gC &im 4itf tbe. 
Author of all. Hence note, 

PofV. thtu the pr$fptrHy and fitrnfi tf mur^dtn'aiftwt 
tt^be afcribe4 to our own ahiUtiat tut.t0 tiiii^/u^ ^ Got - 
ufqn $ur lawful emkavourj, 

W^ ,fiad twd proverbs, in 00c Gbaptser, Aat ftem to dfflfer 
So the account they give of this matter^ and indeed fhey do but 
ieem fo. It Is faid, Prov, x. 4. " The hand of the diligent 
** maketh rich f a&ribing riches ^d profperity to human dili- 
"^ence* And verfe 22. ^* The bleffinj? of the Lord k maketh 
•* rich.^' But tbefe two ate ndt TcaUy oppofed to ea(i other, 
1>Qt the •one iubordi natied to the other. The diligent hand, with 
God'i bleiBng upon It, makes rich* ; neither r vx .^ -1^ • 
<)f them alone, but both conjoined. A diligent J^^ ^/^ 
iiand cannot make rich without God's bleffing j ^^^ . ^J^y* 
W Cod's blemog doth not drdibartly make J^yj^ 
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fkh without a dUigtot \\m\. Aod thcU- two arc pwt rojjnrhcf 
}D I he ir proper phccs» i Chroo. xjtil «6. ** Up ao4 be dgiog^ 
'* and ihc Lord be uhh y->ii ** It is % valo prctttjcc foriMif 
mao to fay, \\ the Lord bcr with me, 1 may fit flUl^ and da 
nofKiog; and a wkkcd otie to fay. If t nn up and doiiig^ 1 
Ihili prof per whether Gad be whfi n>e or no. The flaggird 
W ulJ fain profper wifhou^ dllj^cocc, atiff tTi- athcii^ hop^t to 
prosper by hts dili '^^icc atooe : but CWiflbas v-: » ■ - -:^ 
tpt I Icy from Oq^S bkffiog, in tlif ^ay of hoDtn . ^: = r 

f ( U » conQmoQ thiog for men to beoiamb their own arm^, snd 
make them as dead aud nfclcls by ieaQlog toomoch npaa ihcm : 
ja \x*n 10 a moni as wqt] as Gatural way^ alt the pfydcoce aod 
piiDs in the wtjrld avf;il nothiog wlthoat God* So fttth the 
Plulmifl, in Pial. cx^vil a, " h is io vain for yoq to rile Dp 
^^ ciTly, to fir np U»€/to tat the bread of forroW, £or fb be 
*** glv^rh his bebvtd Hecp." 

, A 0330 WDtild thiiSc, he that rifts bet rxnes, fares bard, worki 
liard^ fits op fare, eaocot bm be a thrWlfig roaa ; sin^^ r^^ *'~'^' " 
he would hi To, if God*s blefliog did fccood hssdih 
frugaltty. But the Pfalmift iotetids it of dtligeoce In 
feoTc ; a diligeat hand working a!onc, and then it is .. l. . . , 
and fer?&s only to conftriB the eomtnon proverb^ Karly up, ard 
mvtr the nearer. Labour witboot God cannot profpvT ; and 
labour agaiolt God will nut only deilroy itfilft but the latx>orcr 
too, 

Now, thh this \% really fa as the do^rtoe Rates !l, T ftiall co* 
dcavoor to make evident. 

I. By a general demon nratioo of the whole matta*- 

a* By a particular cunmeratiofi of the ordinary ciiffes ^d 

means of all luccels ; wbicb arc ill dvpesdeat opoii the 

Lord's bleiling* 

Firfi^ That fuccefs io bofitiefs is not to the power of oor 

lijud, but ia the hand of Providence to djfpofe it as he plealci, 

and to whom he plea(e«, appears by this, * Th*T P ' :* 

* foToetlmc^s blaHs aad fitifiraics the moft pmdent apo \\\ ni 

* defigns uf men ; and in the mean time fucceeds and profper* 

* more weak and improbable ojf^s/ What is more CocDtooo fa 
the oblef vation of aJl ages thati tbi^ ? One man fhsll toll a* in 
the fire, for ver? vanity ; run to and frb, plot and iludy al! ihc 
Ways in the world to pet an eflate, deriy bitk 3t\d belly, and 
ail will not do : he Qiall neftr be able to attain what he ^x\'^t% 
after, but his defiguss Oiall be lllll frtjiUefs, Another h tHi ori- 
ther a head to contrive, nor a hand to laT^dter as e' r 
hath: tior doth he tortnrciiis brabs about it^ but m^ii-£t^ Us 
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^ilrs Wia Tcts jtifli;infeto, and %tids fc^er ttod^tl \ift6ttt ft-^ 
atod ye^ Kbcctfs fdl6ivs Ft. It "(hMl b6 caft tn i}po6 foffie, #h6 
ars thty did not, fo, totoWeHng the ^fcrc^k itotfrfagefDWit^ 'tfccJr 
l>u/iaer$, hdd Kctle rafidhal encourttgiMi&bt to expieCi it ; abl 
Hy frbtii 6Am, trfto IndoOriotoWy 'pftrftife it ifa *hc praA^nt 
Choice attd aiHgfettt tifeof ^H thfe ^dpcr iaeaos bf ^tfftaWtejg it. 
Aad tbts is not ot^Iy a6 obftHraftiob gVdboded o^oo otir owll 
€!stJJcrittidB/b.iiticon!iiriiicd bjr 'the ^ffcftxiif mett ; 'Ecbkf. ix. * u 
*• 1 t'ettirt'cd, andTaWntiAsfr the foil, flnrt^thcrdceis'fiotto'thc 
*^ fwift, nor the battle to thfe ffrtmg; Vititlner yet bread 'idUc 
"** >^Abi 6ot yfet rfches totocfa df wodcrftitod^tjg, ticfr )MiaVoor 
^* tomtn of skill ; bet'titoeatid AancchS^pttteflitdtbrtfiilK** 
^ •two men nro for )a ()rtte, rtafon gites the prite \6 tht'Mft- 
Trifl : if tJi^o ii^nfies join battle, reafoh feives the vilftoty to *thb 
il'l-dn^ft ; if tNJino itfefa tmflerfakea defiga to gift «*fealth, ttif6h 
^Wcs'thti 'riches to rhcwWi^fl:; ytfea, bnt-Prdvid^nefefcifeetftodi 
difpores rt quite 'contra^t^ tb theVcfrdiftof >tekl6b, aod tbc^rlzfe 
fe glyei tt) thfe'flot^ft, thfe Vift^Jry to ^the We^keft, 'thi ^ftate 
to thi more (hallow cajiati^y : fo tbart fhefe fet^fetrts fecdi to'firll 
tmt father dfoaliy, than ariWcrabletb'thttrteaAs citijjteyea a- 
Ibont thetii. Atid <rbo that dWertrt this, <^n doUbt biiit ir fe 
|he hand of God's providence, and tiot ddr i&Iig^iii!^, 'that drf- 
i>bfes the iffdes of thefe tMngs? Tbr^i^hy doth God faoftrti ftcp 
•but of the ordinary w^y/afiidcl-ofs his "haiids, as old Ifrad di^, 
^ayibg the right hand upOQihe ^onnger, atid the ^^ft 'tfpn^n ihfe 
ieider : I ibcan, girc fnccrfs^o the Wcdk, «nd difeppointlftctit f6 
*the ftfotig, but to tOnViftce tis of this gr^at truth which I hcfrd 
briiig it to cddfirtti ? Atid bec^rufe meti krc fo^p^ ^^ facrffice td 
ititXt owu pruttefacc, and dlfown pr6f lacrice, rtleVefOre rt fotnre* 
"tiiiacs makes' the cafe mudh plainer than fo : it ' defiles riches td 
"the ilidTiftriotrs, thalt live fdr'nO dtherttid but 'to get ^m.^anA 
TCalVs tbeto it vt^u ihofe that feek ihcte liot at-aM, 'And hidced 
are fcarcdy cou^petent ft>r bufinef^ 'Ariflldct, ^orrcof thb wii 
ftft mtu of his age, wis yet ftrll ib poor, that Piultafrtb fcid, 
it broug'ht a flur Tipon juftice itfdf, as \f (h^ ^tvt bot rfWe to 
toairiraiii her followers. Socrates, one of the "pHrtife Orechii 
l^ges, Was fo cJcteeding poor, ^hdt 'Aptileius cOuH not but notci 
•♦ ThsLi poverty was becoidie an inmate-with ftnittfiphy^ ;"'Whca 
in the itftein time, the eilipJty, fli^low, diidf66lkh, ftall'cooae 
bp with it, and overtake It without tmy paitis at all, Whidt 
Others pr'ofeditteitrthe moftratfaftiaFcoiirfeaM'th'drfife^ and aH 
10 no purppfe. Thus it is noted of pope' Clefmeoc the flfth^ 
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thm nufi ricbf none more fooU/b. ^ And this* is tbc groand «f 
that proverb, Fortuna favH f^uos : Fortune jfLvours fooiu 
Though the author of that proverb, ia nickoamiog prorideoc^ 
ftiewed as little wifJom as he that is the fabjefl of it. 

By all which, this poiot is ia the geoeral made good : U is Dot 
iodoftry, bot providonce, that dire^s and commaods the focceft 
of balmefs: It. being much io the attaioiug of riches, as the a- 
poAk laith it is ia the obtainiogof righteouroefs : '< The Gen* 
'* tiles, which folbwed uot after righteouioeis, have attained 
*' to rigbteouroers ; but Ifrael, which followed after the lav 
*' of righteoufoefs, bath aot attaiaed lo the law of righteoud 
^* sefs,*' Rom. ix* 30, 3 1. So it is here, for the vladicatioo of 
the hoflour of provideoce, which men would (carceiy own, jf 
it did not thus baffle them ibmetimes : they that follow the 
ivorld cannot obtain it ; and they attain it that follow itliot ; 
Ihat all men may fee their good is not in their own hand ; and 
left man, who is not only a covetots aeatnre, and would en* 
^rofs aU to himfelf, but as proud as covetous, &onld aicribc aB 
aohimfelf* But this will farther, appear, 

Secmdlfft By a particular enumeration of the ordinary caofes 
^and means of aU iiiccefs ia bnfinefs, which are all dependant 
things upon a higher canfc. 

t Now, if we proceed npon a rational account, we (ball Snd 
live things req,uired to the fuccefs of our affairs : and that I 
Jmay fpeak to your capacity, I will inflance in that affair of 
merchandizing, ia which you are employed, as the. hands that 
execute what the heads ef Y^^ merchants contrive ; and will 
ihew yott» that neither their wifdom in contriving^ nor your 
skill and indufiry in managing their defigns, can proiper with- 
/out the leave and ble/fing of divine providence^ Let ns there- 
fore confider, what is necelTary to the raifiqg of an eftate in 
^hat way of employment ; aad yon will fiad» that in a rational 
iaad ordinary way* foccefs cannot be expe&ed, unlels, 

I. The defigns and projefts be prudeniiy laid» and moulded 
iwith much conjGderatioa and forefight. An error here is like 
^Q error ia the firft concodion, which is ^ot to be redified 
afterwards; ^*. The wifdom of the prudent (faith Solomon) U 
f*. to under (land his way */' that is, touoderftand. and thorough* 
]y to confider, the particttlar defigns and bufiae($ in which he 
U to engage. Ralhneis and inconfideratenefs here hath beei| 
phe ruin of many thoufand eaicerprizcs. And if a defiga bQ 
never fo well laid, yet, 

2. No fuccefs iin bufii^efs can be rationally expe^ed» cxcqtf 
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Tbc^jbcattiefeftioa of' proper inftrumcnts to manage it. The 

i>eft laid defign la the world may be Tpoiled by an ill manage* 

^ meat. If the perfons employed be either uocapable or nilfatth- 

fol, what bat trouble and (fifappomtmeot can be ekpe<fted f 

•• He thatfcndeth a i&eflbge (faith Solomon) by the hands of u 

^' fool, catteth off the legs, and drioketh damage." (t ts as if 

dk man (hodid fend htm on his bnfinefs that had no legs to gor 

i. if. one that is incompetent for the bofioefs he is employed a« 

^ boot. All that a man (ball reap from fnch a defrgo, i& damage s 

snd if the tnftrument employed be never fo capable, ycl if he 

f^i not alio faithful to the trnft committed to him, all is bft ; 

and fnch is the depth of deceit in the heart of men, that fcW or 

fione can be fecared againft it. Solomon was therwifeft of xatvt^ 

. and yet fatally mifcarried in this matter ; '^ He feeing the young 

** man (Jeroboam) xhdX he was a mighty man of valour, and 

^ that he was indbftrions, made him ruler over alt the charge 

^* of the houfe of Jofeph,** i Kings xi. 28. And this was the 

. man that rent the kingdom from bis fon, even ten tribes frCNn 

the houfe of David. And yet, 

3. Let defigns be proj^ftcd with thegreatcft prudence, and 

committed to the management of the fitteft luftrnments ; atPi» 

nothing as to fiKcefs, without the ccmcurrence of beatth, 

ftrength, favourable winds, fecuriey from the hands of enemies^ 

and perils of the deep, if any of thefe be wanting, the defiga 

xniicarrics, and all our projedls fail. Hdw often are hopeful and 

thriving undertakings frnftrated by the failure of any one of 

thefe requifites ? ** Go to now, ye that fay, to-day or to mor- 

'* row we will go into fuch a city, and remain there a year, 

^* and buy and fell, and get gain; whereas ye know not what 

** fliall be on the mprrow : for what b your life ? It is evett 

** a vapour that appears for a little while, and then vanldicth 

** away,*"* Jam. iV. xj, 14. How foon arc the pnrpofes of 

mens hearts broken off, and their thoughts perifli in one day i 

^They think to fend or go to fnch a place, and ihere enrich 

Ihemfelves, and return profpcrous ; but fometinies death, fomc- 

times captivity, fometimcs crofs winds, daft all their hopes. 

* 4. Proper fealbns muft be obferved, elfe all fuccefs and ex- 

pcftarion of increafe is lofh •* There ts (faith Solomon) a fea- 

/* fon for every thing, and a timie to every purpofe under the 

^* fon,** Ecclcf ill. 1. This being taken, gives fecility aud 

ipccdy difpatch taa bufinefs; and therefore he gives this rtafon, 

'why man mifcarries fo frequently, and is ^itapp^ced in his 

enterprises,' bccaufe he knows not the time ;/ Ecdef. ix. 11. 

. ^ He comes (as one faHb) when the btrdis flown/ It i$ a wife 
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Ty fuccefiful Stamm* 
ahty f*ro»rrb wiib the Gnrek$> * Tliat there is'idl: 

10 «.lliDr aiiy;'* Tb4C is, a ana hitting the K 

t bllSflfrft, iBOrc m 9 d If, tbaQ« \o(:l;i U, he 

ahlfl I0<ki iQ 1 ye^r. This ii of ^ fpcrcUi 
tmauii iil£4«r«, and b tht vtr; hbge upon ^ 
So ihailo come before, is to pluck af pies I 
aod (9 co-QIC ^€t )ij i& lo kck them whefi tii&; ^rc c^M^a a^ia 
pcrifticd 

5, Laftlf, Iji getting wed'K <he Icakt 10 our ^ mtif^bc 
flopped t clfc wc dq bar put it bto a btg wr . as ibc 

pmphet'3 ^hrWfft k la Hag, 16. if a ixiau Mc %^ macb one 
i|fay ^ he c? "■ -n-rbcr, there c»(i be no iocreafe. H-f 
ikiT txiaiiy ^ law aiid poor all ibeir days; If 

pfofpers, V "' 'ie€; or, if all fucceed v 

Jet tho'c ii. ■= ■ ,, liijM.f.irion of it at komr* by p 

iiot, iaxpry, or^ iccrci cuili upon It, whi 
€^&d*f U^rwing i^ftm tit Hag, i, 9. If ihcm^i^ u> 
Ways our g;ua« rn<(^ufder :iway, we do bat dtiquiet c m 

tain, ^ ' * .' Ljr !□ the fire for vcty tanity. Thus you i.-^ 
Wh^t t... : rcquithe to the adiaQcesticnl of an cflar^ tipgn 

i prudent 1^1 account* 

How let us pinkubrly obfcr^e what a ikpc&daoce there U 
upon Providence in ail theft thiogs ; aud thro it will be dtat 
that our good h not in our h^nd, nor fucccfe ^1 our becl^i bmU 
is the Lord thjt gives m power to get wealths Far, 

At to the moaldmg ^nd proje^iftg of a ^^ -'^f -^ n 
both of the pf udent mcrchaor, ^nd ioptntovj 
prophet doih nf the Ivusbftuddeian, Ih. xxviiL 10 
** God th^t iqftru^ls hioi to difcf^tion, and tcati ; " : leh/ 
There Is, Indeed, a fpint in man, " But tt U the tntpiririuo of 
** the Alnaighiy th^^t givcih under rtandia^/' Job KKsii. 8. Tbi 
feculry h mm'i, bat the ligSit pf w'lld^m, wheibcr oatoial or 
^Iriitjal, ip God*s : and the 03«aral fdc ■ ^' ' '='■ '^itaort 

^pableof dire?ftmg ns inonraffiirt, mi - ^ ^ . i^^. ihtn 
the dial if; toififorin us of hours without the faa*s (hming upoti 
if. And becauf- men are foduU In apprehending, and bikcksvjr^ 
, in «c^:nowUdgin^ it, but m\\ leao toihcir own under flan dlngs^ 
tljence it is, that prudent defiga* ar? fo often blaftfd| a|id trctk^ 
tt onel fucceeded* 

And no Icfs doth Providcn(^ tnatiifefl irllf in d> ^ '% 
ind prorpennA» the means and iaftrumentf cpployed ■ ^i j* 
liQf^fs I It \0of the Lord that ihey prove inqeniou*, a^i^e, and 
fiiiihfu! fervants to us ; that your faftori abroad protre not »|- 
lefi^lori t^ yqu ; th^t €7$ry d^figa U ml r^med by ih$ o^jip 
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^aliff mett 40 b^ ill ihlfaiitttaiti^ to feste ycm^ iiflkF then p&rih 
Adtxthliy Oittfi jdu t« themi hl^ hiiibd fo tffntnkfullf i!6 be owh^ 
cd in bodi. It was no fmcfil ftvarcv tb AhhtMihi thaC be bad 
lb difcre^ty friddi, afldfakbAili ferV^ittt^ m^Age <k?t0 bis * 
%tttghtid| affair^, fo prudeuely md pofpctwAf fyr bint, ht- 
Ibani PbaroAby aild Jethitn iteter pNi4>^«d; m whdx Jacobs J6« 
Cepb} atiidMblbi h:ld th« dtti^ t>f'tb!6tr bttfineft. Lftbaiiio- 
l^tlbiidjr ft^biDiirtedgedi ^< Th^ be hiMi teamed hj etperi^ 
'< diitie tte ti0f d bad blefled biift for Jacob's fake,'' Gen. nti 
^.y* A ht^htii yott fee a tMic IftgetiudUs iti6wnkig the mef^ 
(*y df God fd him id tbi^cafef tban tnsmy ptokffeA CbrifEbud 
mfei wh^ ftetifice all to their &^ti net, aifid burn mcei^fe Id 
ib^ir di%gt (i< ^.) Id^tetbeiffeaiis a^inftrumettta e^tbd^ 
picXfctity^ ziiAkt iHnhm^ of Ofjfd ink. 

And i^t^ a« td the prefe^tation of ihdCt tbM gd dd#a iiit<l 
tbe kitf tod0 otar bufiheft in- tbd gr^at irdfe^s *, who cad but ' 
ftobM\rledge tfai^ t6 be the ^cuSar ^rork of Odd i Doth .nidC 
4.aily>eiLperiesice fteW bo# rfeen poor feaAieii Uttt tt^i off til 
cbe pibCetutioA cf oiir defigfis^ lit^metfii^ei b^ fiebleft, limie^ 
timd^ bj ftorfftd^ afid ^mttiih«s b^ eftdrtiie^i td ilrfaoiKi ifaef 
beeditk; ^ pfe)^ ? If tbey^eapdaUt(iefe> ^bowoft^dotbey 
fie wifid-bdUftd^ oif bindercidby iit^fs^wicidtmi tftiAtprnpti 
feofoft b< drer^ add th« defigA I0A: f CmsdiAft if pijdtideh^d 
ftali fo ht favotir mea, ad «ey p>e9«ht «U O^ei ebmiAand 
iviodi it for fheir pufpcrfe^ reAraill entmiei, prdfen^ Uft^ m4 
carfy tbe^ fafely arid feafo«iab]y to their porvsy it AcSott6$ i 
ibaUkful aeknxmledgMr^tit ; Mdthofe that do nm zidtiuxmltig^ 
provtdetitei do difeUtge it. 

Lqfifyf Whc^ 18 it ibaii ftopft ^e k;afk» iti y^ur dhice^ pr^ 
veaii di6 wiiffiljrg of y^iir fubftaneoi «nd iecttres yoii to what 
you poflefs ? {s it not the Lord f How many Mr diates aubt^ 
tier zwfif idfeftfibly, and eom^ to notbtnf I CertMtily; as there 
isafecretbleiBfig ifi litxme famtliea) fo tliat tb^mfelves eaii 
firarce gite aiiy aeeMAt bow t^ey ^e provided for, fe there i* 
k iecret bteft aiid c^OftfiMilptiOH upoqi t>ther^ which brtO|^ po^ 
teityi^pon them like atiarmedtfUan. And thh ia tlM^ti:iie fenf^ of^ 
tb^ fcdpltt^^f Hag. i. 6. << Ye hair^s fown maeb, and bring in* 
^( litlle^ Ye eae, but jt hat« not efiowgh : yt drink, but are 
<< tef fitted with drink : jt elotbtt yoa» but are not wainn % 
*' aiid hethit eaflieth wagds^ efim«j^ wages to put it into 4 
« bag widi holes /■ or, as itt the Hebrew, a *tff fUroed^ 6r 
ioredthrmgb ; itC^ fM^ in at one^nd^ goes Q\atn. m^tbea 



4-4* 7^ fuxcefsful S^maft 

and (o all' labour is loft ;. nothing llays with ^em to dot&enor 
l^ood. So that it is ^n undeniable truths t\i2X, prof per ity and i 
fuccefs is not to be afcribed to our abilities^ but to, the biei&ng 
0f God upon our lawful endeavours, | 

1 . Inference. And if fo> how are they juftly reppovable, that I 
wholly depend upon meaif^ ia the negle£t of providence ; that j 
never . ey.e God^ or acknowledge him in any of their ways ? 
This is a very great evil, and highly provoking tt> the Lord r \ 
it is the fruit and difcovery of the natural Atheilm of the hearts | 
ef men. How confident are men o£ fuccefs and profperityy 
when fecond eaufes lie for it> and (mile upon them i Ami, \ 
on the contrary, how dejetkd and heartlefs, whqi they feem ■ 
to lie crofe ca their hopes ? O how few coniid«F and* believe- j 
(hat great truth, £ccL ix. i. " That the righteotts^ and th& ^ 
** wife, and their works- are io the hand of God!" To be in 
tJie hatld^ of God, noteth both their fubjeckion to kis power, 
and to his dircftive providence- Whether your works be in 
your hand, or put out of your haod^ tiiey always are ia God'^ 
band,, to profpcc or frudratc them at bis pleafure. 

Foolilh man decreeth events^ without the leave of Provi- 
dence : as if he were abfolute lord of his own a<ftions, and their 
fuocefs. Indeed you may dien fpeak of fuccefs, when you have 
aiked God's leave jt Job" xxii.- a&b " Acquaint tbyfelf with 
** God,theB fhalt thou decree a thing,, and it fhall bceftablifh- 
•• ed." But your confidence in the means, whilft Qod is ne- 
glefted, wrii furely be followed either with , a difappointment 
or a curfe. For what is tWs,:but to labour withoiU God, yea, 
%o labour againft God I For fo do all they t<hat give the glory 
of God to the creature \ that fet the inftrumentalT and fubordi-p 
nate in- the place of the principal elEcient caufe. k is j^uft witH 
. God to deny you your Gon»£6rt iu thofe things, wherein you rob 
him^.of bis glory. 

2. Inference. How vain and unreafoimMc . are the proud 
boafts of men,, in the midft of their futceffes and profperity ! 
If God be the fole author of it, and it is not in your power, 
nor the might of your hand, that hath gbtten you this wealth \ 
why do you glory in it, as if it were the efFeO: and fruit of 
jpurown prudence and induftry ? How fooa dp the fpirits of 
men rife with their eftates ? HoW haughtily do they look I 
How proudly do they fpeak ? What a fenfible change of tem- 
per doth this fmall change of condition work ? it iS an ex*^ \ 
ceediiig hard thing to keep down the heart, when providence 
•xaltetti a man's eftate. Magnaefaelici^afise/iyafaeli£itaf4^ 
non vinci, f^ith Auftin. Jt is a jreat fclicity not to be ovei]^ 



Vhe fiicctfsful <itaman. 44} 

oUTme tyielicity. That man is furely rich in grace^ whbft 
graces fufFernt) eclipfe by his riches. It is as hard to be pro- 
sperous and humble, as to be 2ffli£);ed and chearful. But to 
ikeep down thy heart in times of fuccefs and profperity, I wiM 
X>fFerthee, reader, a few humbling .confideiations about thii 
^jnatter. 

' r. And the ficft isthis : 3]hoagJi providence do fucceed and 
•profper the earthly defigns^ yet this is no argument at all of 
the love of God to thy foul: thou mayefrbe-dieobjeftof hie' 
^latied and-wrath for all thie. No tnan Jcnows either love or 
hatred by all that is before him, £ccl. ix« i. How weak 
an evidence for 'heaven muft that be, which millions now in 
iiell have had'tn a greater meafurethaa you havef The leaft 
<irachm of grace is a^better pledge of happinefs,>than the great- 
•eft fum of goid and iilver that ever lay in any 'i)aian'« treafury. 
{Externals diftinguifh not internals ; yon cannot ib much as 
•guefs what a man's fpiritual eftate is^ by the view of his tem- 
poral. Ifhraael l?ras a very great jmm, the head of a princely 
family, but, for all that, e&cluded fr^m 4he covenant, andaU 
jts fpiritual Ueffingq, •Gen. xvii. 20, 21. He that reads the 
jxxiii. Pfidm, .and the<xxi« of Job, will plainly fee how wretch- 
'jed a cafe that man is in, nvfhobaih no better evidence for the 
Jove of God than this amounts to* 

. . !• Be not proud of outward prdfperlty and fuccefs ; for pro- 
vidences are very^hangeable in tfaefe things ; yea, it daily rings 

, »tbe changes all ihe world over. Many a greater eftate than 
yours, and every way as well, yea, far better fecui^ed to the 
^e of reafon, hath helcatteped init moment, it is^he faying 
of a phflofopher, fpeaking of the eftates of merohants anS'* 
feameh, N^n amofaelkitaieni e funibus pendentem 4 I like not 
thai happinefs that hangs upon ropes. I tneed not here cite 
Mftories to confirm this truth : there is none of you but can a- ^ 
faundantly confirm it .to yourielves, if you will but recollect 
^hofe inftances and examples, which have fallen within your 
-time and remembrance:. It is a poor happinefs, that may leave 
-a man more miferable to-morrow, than he -Ihat never arrived 
Xo what you haye, can be. ' 

. 3^ Pride not yourfelves in your (uccefs 5 for as providen- 

-4ces are very changeable, fo the change feems very nigh to you, 
.when your heart is ihus lifted up, efpecially if you be fuch, 
to whmi; eternal happiners God hath any fpecial regard : to be 
fure, • he will pull down that proud heart, and quickly order 

''fumbling providences to that end : <^ He iooketb upon eveitf 



** oiic ihtt ii fimiiJ, to obafc tiim/* Job. iKlt. Tbihewtrf 
gtKKt Hcs^kuh wus tkkM with vain-floiyt and he muflncejf 
Ibeur the king of Bgbybirs fcrvant£ all hii trca/ureAt atnd pre- 
iriotig thttigfi I snd at that vciry eio^e came the ptQ|^t Ifauii to 
him wkh a (ad mdlage frDm the Lord, that ail thde tre^fu^e^ 
in which he had gloried, muft be carried to Babylan, tu* 
Mst^tx. IfyoohDpe amifortably to enjoy the gocKi of provH 
ilencct proi^'oke it not b|r fudi vaia o&ecitatioi]i&« li u aa lAg^ 
iiipyn tipte, even of ta htatfacsiSt 

Tu^rnqm fmtmeaSt ft quae tihi l^fa miemivr^ 
tXum UfuenSf jitri tri/iia pofft^ pa fa* OviA* 

txcrcife fear m i- ' V, atid think witli thf(e}S^ vhea 
thy he-irt ift moft ail ih ttj that whilft the boaft b in tiif 

lifM, the feene fii;^y alter, and thy happmtffi be tiinied mto bmm 
ji>w, Whilft that proud boaft ^tfz$ in die mouth of Nehticliad^ 
ncazafi the voice from hrairen told him^ ** His kM^g^otn mm 
♦I departed from hrni/' J>an. 1^,30, jji. Pride flien^ dint pm* 
|prTil>t which icah tt, to be at its vertical poim* 

3, ■ . If fuccefs In bufmers he frnm ihe Lord, tte» 
^ruii ; I F uc way to profpcrity is to pomisiciul our -iiiTaiti 
to God by prayer. He takes the true way to thnve, that ai» 
fHgjCf God's blefling upon his endeavours. ** Commit thy unv 
** untx) the Lord j truft alfo iiv him, and he iTiall bring it lo 
•' pafs," ¥ia\m xxKv'ti* 4^ It is a vil« thing for any itism to 
gmdge that time that i& (pent in praya", u lb much tttne loft 
inhisbufinefs, But having prefled thi^ point before, I (hill 
add no nnore here, 

4. Infirsnci. Doth aU fuccdV^ and profpcrity depend apoo^ 
«nd CQcne from God ? Then let it be iirihfully employ^ w 
his glory* " If it be of turn, and through him/* then it k all 
the reafon in the world it fliould ** he to him,*' Rom. it, 3d* 
You do but give him of his ovvn, as Pavid fpcaks \ ** hW thii 
-< ftore com cth of thine hand, and is thtnc own*** t CbfOft. 
Kxix 16* He never intended your eftates for the gratifytitg of 
your luft$» but to give you a larger capacity thereby of honour* 
ing him in the ufe of ^em, O con^dert when God hath pr»- 
fpered your eitates abroad, and you tetuni fucccMnlly bofii% 
how you have an opportunity of honouring God, afiii evidcnoe* 
ing your fctife of bis goodnefs to you^ by^ relieving of the poOf 
with a liberal ^nd chearful charity \ by encouraging ibe ge^l| 
^nd making them partakers of yotir good things, who lalioar 
for your fouk, and difpenfe better tbimgs to you tban yon can 
return t^ them. I would not here be mif^ijtterpfefcd,' a^tlMi^ 
t pirated my ownintere% undijr apretencc off lading God*ia 



no, ia9i MfH 1 1 »in wet) Uti$6^ wi^H a ^^cky gf 4«»Pf 
Wy gooAf how JJttk fo^ver I r$<?eiv^ ; 9Pr cW mi^ pf yo» 
^•^ 4» fr^U of «ay laboiw ; bu^ I WQvli not tov^ jw ign<l^ 
fl^nCf ^ rf g^rdlef!^ pf fp gHU ^Xid pl^Q 9 4yty «« tbi« k : jqh 
^are bo^ad to tbi^ mrU^utipi?, by 4 pbi^ mi4 pf^fitive pr4Ci<9t t 
<|t^ yi. ^. «^ tet him ;)i;^ i« tmght in ^e word) coinm^ni^ 
«< <:^te to hiip^bnt tcai*e|:lii, in Ml good tbinga." Ypw^w cfcligj* 
lid^ 4o U, prDPortiopablf vo the ftifp?fc Gqj gW*»yW i* 

3^r twl^ I vor. m- a. And wh^p yiw hayc m> ^ici^ mi 

iff ft plain and W^ejPferjr di^y, 

S.^Jf^ierf^ci* L^ oot yowr b^^fii be fetii^cd with iiH th4 
fufx^i^ igt^d ifH^re^ik of tb^ worldf ei^^epf ypiir i<>uis thrive 911 
well as your bodies, and yp^r^efi^i} i^of^:^fift prafper ^ w^)i ai 
j^r^cmpprj^l. \t^ff^ apto^^ wi(b p^ ^i;- jpbiiforG^iusbis ho&f 
H 7b^ b^ ipigb^ pro^eft H)^^ )>? W b^allh^ ^Yfn as hk p3i4 
>« pfpfpef f 4»" 3 5i>ift- Jpbn» ycf- ^* 9^t it wcfc ijp bp wiibedi 
4hat your fpul^did but profp^r ^$ ypv^ bodies ^nd oitate|( 4P« 
It i& a poor comfort to have an i$u:rfafing eil^^c^ and a d^ 
,a^ dediniQg (ouK Wb^ a oonfiil^able pre&nt waft ^1 td 
Luthei , he <?u:peftly protp&ed) Qp4 ibquld npi put hm pff with 
tho^c thing*, O 6rieiul« I J Wt^^ JQH ;^k* iw?t up in ibcfc 
ftiyoyjtt^cut? ! , 

6* /tif(ffrenc^9 ^(Kt (f^^^^ a^tboi; of :dl ypi>r fti«f 
^, bow popdigipm ?n^€fvil ia it tp mako your pffrfperity an 
iiMtrunimiC of didiooo^rii^bipi^ ihfttga?^ iti ^abufediecv 
^atea providence ^¥«6 you^ to rioting and drnnkeime^ i JDf 
yQ^ tbudi requite d^Q I^ordl ia tbi)i tb? (h9ni» you give bia 
for all his (;arp over you t and kindnefii to m» I yon wouU 
sievei be «ible to bear tb^M; fK)m %potb^, Yrhich Qod bciirs from 
you. U Giod da you gpod) O dp npt retUim hifi eril fpr it ) 
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lutis T. ▼erfe 5. Mafler^ w have toiUd aU the nwhu ^mi 

iave tak€n nothing. j 

THiai wank are the reply made by Peter unto Chrift^ i 
whO| m ibt^ i^naer yofe^ had conimianded him t» J 
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* launch out into tlic deep, and let dowti Ac tiets fiir m 
•* draught/* Peter is difcouraged as to any farther attempt at 
that time, having already taken to much pains to fo little pur- 
pofc : <« Wc have (faith he) toiled all the night, and have taken 
*^ nothing/' In which reply we note thefe two things : 

I. The great pains he and his company had taken in theii" 
honeft calling and employment to get a livelihood ; « We have 
•« toiled all night." No calling more lawful, no diligence in 
an honeft employment could be greater ^ not only to fpeird 
the night, when other labourers taketheir reft, in watching, but 
in toiling. The ♦word x«in##«fri( comes frpm a verb that 
fignifies wafting f tiring^ fpendingj iahour. Here was' great 
diligence, even to the wearying and wafting of their fpirits: 
« They toiled, and that all the night.** 

• 2. The unfuccefsfulnefe and fruitle6ne(siDf their labours, 
they cavgbt nothing* Though their defign was honeft, and 
their induftry great, yet it fucceeded not according to their dcfirc 
and expeAaxions : it proved but loft labour and pains to no 
purpofe. Hence the note will! be, 

l>o6t. That God fimetimes frUjirates and hlafts the niofi dili- 
gent lifhoHrs4>f men f in their'juft and lawful callings • 

What employment more honeft> or kborious, than that of 
the huft)apdman, whp eats his bread in the fweet of his brows, 
and fuftains a)l that fpending toil, and labour, by an expcda* 
tion of fruft in th^ feafoh i And yet fometimes it fo . falls out,, 
th^t after all his labours, and hopes, he reaps nothing but 
fliame and difappointm^. ^Joel L 1 1. ** Be aftonithed, O yc 
** huft>a]ndmeri : Howl, O ye vinedreffers, for the wheat, and 
*^ for the barl ey, becaufe the harveft of the'field is perilhed.'* 
' The employment |of the mariner is ai8 lawful as it is bene- 
ficial ; what he g^s, is gottcii with imminent hazard of life 
jmd liberty, as well as watchings and labours 5 and yet it fo 
falls out, fometimes, that they labour but for the wiiii, an4 
fpend their ftrength for very vanity x God cuts off their expec- 
tations and lives together. There is a time when they return 
rich and profperous, and a time when they either return empr 
ty, or retnrn no more^ So it was with Tyre, that renowned 
mart, and famous empory ; the flourifhing and fallofwhofc 
trade you have in£zek» xxvii. 33, 34, *5 "Wh^n thy wares 

went forth out of the feas, thou filkdeft many people, thoijr - 

didft enrich the kings of the earth with the multitude of thy 
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i^ rfches, and of thy irierchandife." Here wa« their pft>^eritf 
-«nd fuccefs i but will this day always 1 aft ? 3h all the fun (^ 
their profperity never fet ? No, no, the change was at hand ^ 
ibr in the next verfe the fcene alters^ ** In the day when thou 
•< {halt b« bioken by the feas, in the depths olF the waters of 
*< thy merchandifey and all thy company^ in che midft of thee 
« ihallfalC 

Now tf we fearcliLinto the grounds and reafoss of thefe dif- 
' appointments by the hand of providence, we Aall find them 
i^educible to a threefold caufe, andrealbn* 

1 . The favereign pleafure of God lb difpdes it. 

.2. The good of the people ©f God requires it, 

3. The manifold fms of men in their callings, provoke lU 

Firfty Th^e &vereign pleaiure of God fp difpofes it. He is 
the Re^r of theuniverfe, and as fueh will fiill a&rt his domi* 
nion. It is has pleafure toeftabliih this order in the world, t» 
exalt fome, and depreis' others- v to &l fome above, and others 
below : all nvuft not be rich and great, but fome mvSk be popr* 
and low, and to thefe eads providences are fuited : Onforpe 
it fmiles, on others it frowns. 1 Sam, ii^ 7. ** The Lord ^ 
^< maketh poor^ and makecb rich ; he briageth lowland lifteth 
♦< up." And certaidiy there is much of divine wifdom ihin- 
ing forth in this ordination and diipofition of perfbns a^d their 
^ conditions. If providence had aKkc profpered every man's 
4efigns,.and fet them upon a level, there fa^d been jtio pcca&- 
pn to exercife the rich man's, charityi, or the poor man^s pa- 
tience. Nay, without frequent difappointments, itfelf would 
fcareely be owned in fuccefles, nor thefe fuccqfles be half fo 
fweet to them that receive them, as now they are. The very 
beauty of providence confifts much i;i thefe various and con- 
. trary efFefts : So that with refpe£i to the infinite wifdom which 
^.governs the world, it is neceffary fome fliould he crofled, and 
Vthers profper in tlieir defigns. 1 

Secondly i And if we confider the gracious .ends and defigns 
of God towards his own people, it appears needful that all pi' 
them, in fome things, and many of them in moft things (re- 
lating to their outward conditition in this world) fhould be frufr 
trated in their tixpeftations and contrivances. For if aU tbingi 
here ftould fuccecd accordirig to their wifli, and a cohftarti* 
tide of profperity fhould attend them, 

1. How ipon would f<?nfuality and earthlinefs invade their, 
hearts a<id afFeftions ? Much profperity, like the pouring in of 
2nuch wine, intoxicates, and overcomes our weak heads and 
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tidtm. t ^^^^h ^ "^^ ^ heatdily Dbje£bi biVtf a Mflyoitt^ 
Idg ifftcacy iii ttieitii there cantiot bat be nlAcb dartgtit' 
id tkofe cftrthlf things that g[iTeor Iptetmit Us ih^Urfa ddight4 
Cto « Chtiftlttts ke«|> his heart a^ loofe friMh the finiling, aft 
horn the ftcy^ning wdrld ? We little thiilk bow <ieef>Iy tt iil- 
fimialM into cmr aSeftiatiS irt the day of ^roij^erky ^ but wh€& 
adverfity comesi then we find it. 

1. Hidw fot»n wduld it eftratige them Utxta th^f God, tnd 
iiitemi]^thei# cdmnrfanidn with hiih? He i^eertainly a teff 
mortified^ and heavenly Chriftian MFho^ walk with God foff^* 
no interruption by the multitude of eafthty afia^s, efj^oicdly 
when they are jpfOi^efchis. When Ifrael w^ Ibttied in the 
midft tf the riehesF axid delights of Canaan, then &y| ^ey^ 
(even to their bene&idori the Author of idl thek pra^j^rity) 
«< We are Lord^) ^t will confe hO morib U» thee ?'' Jef . H« 3I. 
Or, If it ^ not wholly ititermyt theii' dOttiiuniik^h, yet fef:$^ 
deilrojrs litid vrade^ the Vigottr^ life, and fweetfttfs of k. 8# 
diii divine wifdoxh fees it necefl'^ry to cro& atii dt&ts^xtt iSbim 
in the worlds 16 ipr^(Snt the ititfehievoixs tnAuenc^ thidt {i^ 
feerity woald bate Mpoh theif duties^ He had raidler yoft 
J ^ottld mifs your defif^d eonifort^ in.thefe thitigs, ^m thiif he 
ihottld t^ih i\M. delightftd fetlowihi|> with youi which ire ft 

3. Ho# loth (Ikmld we be to \exit this, if cOnibmf ftK^eft 
vnApdfpdfinJ ihOtild foltow out affait^ ami defigns here ? we 
feothtftftolWfti)ftehdiAg all thi& ci^^es^ fear^, iotto^if^f ct^gS^^ 
Wfiflti, tftiid dlf^^intDnents v^t meet whh ftoft^ year to jfst^ 
jHid ffom d2iy to daiy % y^ we «re apt t6 hug the world in oar 
boTOty^i^. As hitler a^ it {9% we court xU ^idmke it^ and sealOti^ 
ly jicoibeiufte it. We e)i^g ^ it, and i^e loth to leavt ir» ilietig& 
%e hive Ktti* reft m comfort irt it. What eoold we do then,, 
if k ^uldattTv^tf o«f ex^^atioii and ^efires^? ifw^fi gfsf^. 
with pleafure a thorn that pierces t^nd Wdfttfitds tis \ What ilH^irid 
Ifi^e dO| If it #etd i Kife th;^ &2Rf no&ii&g but deli^ aCtd jdea* 
fiife iii it f ' 

THtifyi A^d Si^ diCappointlnflpeiit^ fall OUt is the e^eO» of 
foter«)gii {deaiitf^ trtid it#e ordered A!( jntn^ttve meaiHhof 
fiidh lAsfAieff whieh pf of^ef hy ^cnAA occafioA :to die ps^ 
^Gi^\ f<^ if cOtnes a<9 a ri^hteou? fetribuirion ^ttti ^uftHh-. 
ment of the*many evib that are coxnmitt^ tix oist iifaSiti^ 
%ffA dadtftjp wii^ ihen< It is a haid tSimg to have mticbbtt- 

i lutifHaif emfmi rtint phntf^mf^cn^i tj^ profi^enm 
^nie9«Ottro)iadoftwiAtoiigr)Mys. . 



, 1^^ pafii through our bands, and no iniquity cleave to 'tliem» 
t.tend defile them. If God be provoked againft us by* our ini* 
quities, wonder not, that things go orofs to our dt&$ts and 
^ fcopea. God oaaj fmffer fomc men to profper in their wibked- 
neft, and othart to mifcarry in their jufl: aad righteous emef- 
pri^s ; but ocdtnariiy we find that crying £ns are remarkably 
puntfhed, fooner or later with vHible jw^fments. So that if 
others donor, yet we ourfehres mayobferve the rdation th^ 
iittcfa a judgment bears m fuch a fm. 

Andy from among many, 1 u4H hece fele& the& following 
tcvils, which have ddbroyed the eibu:es and hopes of many* , 
( I .) Irrdigions and atheiftical neg}e& and contempt of God^ 
and hit worftip, efpecialiy in thofe that have been enligfatcn- 
ed» and made profdfion of religion* This was the Cin which 
brought that blaAisg judgment upon the eftates and labours of 
xhe Jews, as the prophet Haggai teUs them, cbap^ i. ver. 2f 
.4i 6f 9. compared j *' They neglefied the houfeof God," /. 0. 
.^ere cardeft and regardlefi of Tus worfhip^ and, in the mean 
lime, were wholly intent upon their own houies and interefb ^ 
'a® he teHs them in ver- 2, 4. And what was the iffue of this f 
"Why^ ruia to all dieir eanhty comforts- and de^ppnd. So ht 
.t?ll» thesR, ver, 6, 9. >' Ye have fiswn mw:b, and bring in little ; 
^* ye eat, but ye tove not enough y ye drink, but ye arc notfil- 
*' led with drialc ; ye datbe you, hut there ia none warm ; and 
^ he that eameth wages> dodi it to* pot it mto a bag with 
•* holes. Ye looked for much, and lo, it came to little -y ^rfi. 
♦^ when ye hrot^ht it home, 1 did blow upop it. Why, fiiith 
*^ the Lord of hofts i Becaufe of mine houfe that is wafte 1 and 
^' ye ti^n every nun unto bis own houfe." Here are great 
9»d maaf£oldda£ipp<»ntment& of their hqpes, a curfe, a bkft 
upon ail they lode lit hand y smd the pfbcuring cai^e of aii 
thi^^ was their eager profecutionr ai the world,, in a careleii dii* 
lEegard of God, and hi« fervke. 

{tJ^hkjuAhce and fraud i» a Mailing fin« A Httle unjiift 
gain mingkdi with a great eftate, wUl conCumc it like a moth* 
The Spirit of God l»th ufed a very livelfy fimilitude to repre* 
&nt to vts the mifcbievotts cSk&s of this fin upon all humati 
diligeince and inditftry. jlcr. irvii 11 . ^ As the partridge fittetll 
^ .upon egg3, smd faatcbetk them not ; fe he that getteth nch' 
^ es, and not by right, iballt Icafre theot in the midii: of his 
^f days^ and at his cud flsdl be a fodL" 

lln^oft gain» how long focver men fit brooding upon it, flioU 
after all their fed^ility '^d expe^ation^ turn to 190 other ac^ 

Vol. VL , ' JU li 
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Count than a fowl's fitting upon a neft of addle-eggis tifes toriot 

if ihe fit till flie have pined away herfeif to deaths nothing » 

produced. 

You think you confult the intereft of your families hereiOf 
but the Lord tells you, ^* That you conlult ihame to your bou<» 
•* fes," Hab. ii. lo. This is not the way to feather^ but to^re 
your neft. A quiet eonfcienee is infinitely better than a full 
purfe i one diih of wholefome^ though eoarfer food, is better 
than an hundred delicate, but poifoned, diflies. If a man have 
eaten the beft food in the world, ^nd afterwards fips but a litde 
poifon, he lofeth not only the benefit and comfort of that wfaidi 
was good^ but his life, or health, to boot. It may be, you 
hate gotten much honeftly ; what pity is it all this good ihouid 
be dtllroyed, for the fake c^ a little gotten diihoneftly i This 
is the reafon why fome men cannot profper. 

(3.) Oppreifion is a blafting fin to fome men's eftates and 
employments. It is a crying fin in the ear» of the Lord, and 
ordinarily inta3s a vifible curfe upon men's eftate» ; this^ like a 
moth, will fuddenly fret and confume the greateft eftate. Jamw 
T. 2, 4. *^ Your riches are corrupted, and your garments 
*< moth-eaten ^'' f. #» The fecret of God waftes aad deftrojs 
what you get* And what was the eaufe ? He tells uy, yct. 4. 
^ Beboldi the hire of the hbourers, that have reaped down your 
<< fields, which is of you kept back by fraud, crietfa i and the 
^ cries of them which have reaped, are entered into tlie ears 
« of the Lord (if Sabaoth." 

The oppreifion of poor labourers doth more mifchief to the 
oppreffors, than it doth to them that are opprefied. It is no- 
ted by * one upon this fciipture, that it is twice repeated in tbi^ 
text) ^* Which have reaped your fields ',** and then again^ 
•* The cry of them 'which have reaped :*' and the reafon is, be* 
caufe it is their life, and fo an zGt of the greateft unmerciful- 
nefs ; andbefides, they are difappointedof the folace of their la- 
bours; Deut. xxlv. 14, 15. " He hath fet his heart upon its" 
/i. e,J he comforts himfelf in the toils and labours of the day^ 
by reckoning upon his wages at the end of the day. 

I wifh thofe that are owners and employers of poor feamen, 
may feafonably confider this evil : what a woe is denounced 
upon him *' that ufcth his neighbour's fervice without wages 1*^ 
Jer. xxii. 13. Or that by crafty pretences defrauds them of 
any part thereof, or by tijefome delays wears out their pati- 
icnce, and cafts them upon manifold fuffcrings and inconvenj* 

'* Mantoaj/i Au:« . , « 
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-cm^ while Acy wait for it. God hath not only tTireateniBd to 
be a fwift witnefs againft thofe that opprefs the hireling in hk 
wages, but hath ftridly forbidden the detaining of their wagesw 
The Jews were commanded to make paymetit before the fun- 
let *i Deut. x^iv. 14, 15. Levit. xix. 30. Be juft in all your 
dealings and contrafts, or never cxpe£k the righteous God ' 
fiiOttldfmile upon your undertakitigs* 

(4.) Falfehood and lying is a blafling fin to our employ* 
ihents ; a fin which tends to deiboy all converfe, and di{baild 
9II ciTil focieties.- And tiio' by falfehood men maf get lome 
prefent advantages/ yet hear what the holy Ghoft faith of rich* 
es gotten this way : **The getting of riches by a lying tongue^ 
^ is a vanity tofled to and fro of them that ^ek death,'' 
Prov* xxi; 6. Some trade in lies, a^ much as in wares j yea» 
they trade ofTlheir wares with lies« And this proves a gain- 
ful tntde (as (bme men count gain) for the prefent ; but, iti 
reality, it is the mod unprofitable trade that any man can drive. 
For it is but the tojjingof a vaniiy U and fro z a phrafe im- 
porting labour in vain, it profits nothing in the end, and as it 
profits nothing, fo it hurts much : they feek profit intentionally, 
but death eventually ^ i.>. it Will bring deftrudion and rtCinV 
BQt only upon our trades, but our Cbuls. The God of truth wilt 
not long proiper the way of lying; one penny gotten by a la- 
borious band, is better than, great treafures gotten by a lying 
ti^ngue: take heed you feek not death in feeking an eftate 
this way. It is a fin deftru^ive to fociety ; for there is no 
trade where there is no truft, n<H' no truft where ^ere is nd 
trutji ; ani yet this curfed trade of; lying cre«p8 into all trades, 
as if there were no living (as one fpeaks) without lying: 
but furc it is better for you to be lofers than liars. He fells a 
dear bargain, indeed^ that fells his conicience with his com- 
modity, 

(5.) Perjury, or faMe fwearing, is a Wafting fin. The matt 
cannot profper that lies under the guilt thereof. It is faid, 
Mai. iii^ \. " That God will be a fwift witJiefs againft the 
*^ falfefwearer,*' 1. 0. it (hall not be long before God by one 
remarkable ftroke of judgment, .oi" another, witnefleth againft 
fo great and horrid an evil. And again, Zach. v. 4. the curfe, 
yea, the roll of curfes, •* (hall enter into the houfe of the falfe 
«< fwearer, and (hall remain in the midft of his houfe, and (hall 
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^ confiune it» witii the timber thereof, an^ dM ftonet cbeieas 
<^ of." This is a fin that; hath hid oiany houfes wafte, even 
great and (airi without inhahitaat. The miii$ of many di»t 
were once Aouriihiog, and great isoo, are at thit day Mt to be 
the la(Uiig moimments oi God'a rightea«$.)udgaieiics» ajid 
jkeadful warning! to pdterity. 

And thus I have (hewed yoi^ what are thofe oommon «fiti 
in trade) irhiefa arc the caufes of thofe biaft& and difappoint* 
Oieots upon it It now remains that we apply it. 

It^ftrenpe u Doth God fQtnetime& diiappoiat the inoft dilin 
gen«> labours of men in their lawftil piUing^ ^ Then diia tevs^ 
^h yott patience and fubmiffion tinder your emSea and ctif&p# 
pQintmeots ; fiE»r it is the Loid tlfiit onter^ it to l^ fo« £v«iifS 
^sc in^his hand) and it is a fid of great aggravation to feetaad 
jDnurmur at thcmt w&en they fali o«t crG&*tn your de&ir^ ^md 
)iopes. <^ Bebok^ is it not of the Londof hi^, that tiic poo^ 
^} pie fliail labour in the ^ry &re, »)d the peo|de <hall-weaqF 
SS theixifelvcs for very vanity ?'* Hab- ii. 13* 

T6 labour in the very fire» notes ^nteiife hbeark fiich as ex^ 
^aufls the veryfpirits of men^ whiHl diey are fwehering an4 
(oiUng at iti and yet all is to ^. purpofe, they iabeiur bot fef 
tanity : and whence is it, that ftich vigoteuftendearotiFS^ ase 
UaAed, amd mifcarry ? Is it: not of the ixnrd ? A»A if it be-of 
ahe Lordji why do we fret and quarrel ^ his d,tfpda]»i^ In- 
deed), many dare not openly aokd d^cdly chacge God» b«tt b^ 
tQ cover tbeic dift^ontent at parovidence, by agsoundlefr quar- 
rel with the ifiAruments^ who, h may be, are c^argeaUtr 
^ith nothing ; but that after they have do^e aU d«ey ^i2d> in 
the ule of proper means^ they did not aUb ibcure the-cfcs^t. k 
h tru^, the dominion of providence doth not eteaafe the i^gli^ 
geuc^ of nxftnimenta ; and in inaoycafe^^ th^tvay be juAijf^ 
reproved, when providence is duly honpured, and fubmitted 
IP : But when men groiindkfsly^aBrel with mftrunaents, bc- 
<;aufe they are croffed in their ei^peftaiions^ «hc quarrel is com^ 
mencod ?gaiaft Godkimfeif ; and our difcimteffts witlin|ei^ 
^e, but a corert for our difeontents vlHIth God. 

Now this is a fore evil, a fin of great and dnerdful. aggtava- 
tions;. S To be given aver (feitK a grave * autknr) to a con-. 
^' tr»di£ting fpirit, to diipute. ^aiaft at^y part of tbe wIL of 
^ . Gpdf i3 one of tbe greasdl; plaguea tluit:avi2un.^can be givseiv 
^ up to/ << Who art thou that replied againft God ?" Rom, ix, 
q^o. I^ may be tbou haft loft an eftate, thy friends fail, thy 

* Mr. 5trqD|f, Of the wUI ^f C^d, f . 1^2. 
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]h^8'afe%lleft l t^od bach blown upon a!l the pi^j«^^at 
thy heart did fancy to itfelf. Poffiblyin one day, the tiefigns, 1^ 
^iours, attd hope* of many years -aye deftroye* : W^llj^ bt if fo^ 
jet repine not againft the Lord. ConMer, he i& theSoter^ig^ 
and only Lord, wlio may do whatever he pktffeth tc^do, withM 
otit giving thee any account of his matters* 'W>Ik> can fey la 
Wm, What doft thou ? Befid€,if thoubc one tha« O^ dicKghf^ 
fe, even t^fe difai^oimnaents are 16 be iHimh€r«d wk*^ tl»^ 
rnereie.?, Theife things are permitted fo pc!fi(b, thaili»lw#«ay^ 
€ftrtotperrfli for ever j ^nd it ftioulAtoJuWc thee tto^mo»d| 
than when thy life is prefetved hf cafting out the i^f^ imA 
goods of the (hip. It is bettcpthat thefe perifc, tharttfeaJ ijik&if 
fliouidft pcriOi ; but if thea be one that ming?cd fin {efp6* 
cially fuch as wjere before irtermotte^) with thy ttacte, md f» 
hlft pulled dhwvi mifery upon thine own head^ by prbr(S>fcfeig 
the Lord againft thee: With Vith^t face canft thon open |hy 
mouth to complain againft him f Will yo>a lay a* train to bkw9> • 
»p aH your fuccefs, and then fret agaiiiti Gkjd, when you fee 
die HRhb ? O how onreafonaWe is^ tbis f 

But becaufe difappointments Ml out ib frequently ^ pmiitU 
fo hard to bring our hearts to a qi*iet fubmifRon to ih« will ^ 
CJbd under them, I will not difmife this pointy vMi^l hav^' 
offered yott fome proper and weighty eonliderations> tc^ wotk> 
your hearts into a calm^ and meek fubmiffionF tathe ^M- of 
God ; and i fliall accoqt^t xt a great taoreyi if they may prC^ 
Tail. ' 

'€onJ!ckrafhn i. And, in thefifft place, if thoubeorte diaf 
fcareft.God, confider, that <iifappointmen«s in earthly thincsr 
fix no mark of God's hatred upow thee. He may love- diec^ 
5ind yefcro&thee, E^cl. ix. i, 2, *! No man know^ either lovei 
<* or hatred by all the things- that arc before him. AH things' ^ 
«* c«meaKke to all i there is one event to the righteous, and^ 
^ to the wicked.*' Yea, we often- find fuccefs an4 pro^erity 
following the wicked, whilft the rod of God is upon th^e ta- 
bernades of the righteous. " Thcfe are the ungodly that i^ro* 
*< fper in the world, (feith the Ffelmift) whilft in the mearf 
•* titne he was plagued all the day lo^g, and ch^itened ev6ry 
<* morning,'M*fal. l«4iii. 12, 14. WelT, then, if ytou have no 
other ground than this, you cannot infer the wknt of love, 
ifrom the want of fuccefs-. A man may be profpered in wrath, 
and croflcd in mercy. 

Cmfideratior^ 2. And what though your projcf^ hepes^ 
9nd expeftationsof enlarging your eftates fail ; yet you may liv^ -% \ 
^ hap||>ily^ and comfort^ly^in^tfae-coiMllti^n.you are, (if God 
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give you a hean fuiublc jco it) as if you had tnjpjed all tbtt 

fiicce4 yoa fo fancied, and defired* 

It 18 not the increafe of an eftate, but the bleffing of Gpd 
upon a competencyy that makes our condition con^rcabie to 
m. As the eftate enlarges, fo doth the heart. The prophet 
Habakkuk, fpeaking of £e Chsddean prince, Hab. ii. 6. faitht 
^ He keeps not at home, he enlarges his defire as belly and 
^ is as death, and cannot be fatisfied, but gadiereth uiitjo him 
^ all nations, and heaped unto him all people.'' And this is 
the nature oi every man's heart, to enlarge its defire and the 
greateft enlargements of providence. Still the heart is pro- 
jeAing for fome further comfort and content, in feme new 
acquifidon ; when, indeed, a man is as near it in a lower con- 
dition, as in the higheft exaltation. 

It is ftorted of Pyrrhus f, king <^ Epirus, that ha.ving en^i 
larged his dominions by the conqueft of Macedonia, he thirft- 
ed after Italy ; and demanding the advice of Cineas, his great 
eounfellori he aflced the king, what he meant to do when he 
had conquered Italy i Why then, faid he, I mean to get Sici- 
ly, which is near, rich, and powerful. When you have gotten 
Sicily» (iaid Cineas) What then ? Afric,iaid the king, is not far 
off, and there be many goodly kingdoms, which by;^my fame, 
and the valour of i:ny foldiers, I may fubdue. Be it fo, faid Cineas : 
When you have Afric, and all in it, what will you do then ? 
Why then, (aid the king, thou and I will be merry, and make 
good chear, Cineas replied, fir, if this be the end yon aim at, 
what need you venture your kingdom, perfon, and honour, to 
purchafe wnatyou have already? Surely Epirus and Macedo- 
nia are fufficient to make you and me merry ; and had you all 
the world, you could not oe more merry than you may now be. 

Reader, I advife thee, under all diiappointments of thy ex- 
pe£tation% to bids God for any comfortable enjoyment thoa 
haft. If God give thee a fmaller eftate, and a contented heart; 
it is as well, yea, better than if thou hadft enjoyed thy defire. 
The bee makes a f\reeter meal upon two or three flowers, than 
the ox that hath fo many mountains to graze upon. 

Conjideration 3. And what if by thefe difappointments, God 
be carrying on the great defign of his eternal love upon thy 
foul ? This may be the defign of thefe providences ; and if fo, 
fure there is no caufe for thy defpondepcies. There is a double 
aim'of thefe providences ; fometimes they are fent to awaken 
and rouze the dull, decayed habits of graccy which under 

t Plutarrfi in Pyrrho. •- . 
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l^fpeitous providences fall afleep, by the interiniffion 6f aAs^ 
and remiiEon of wonted vigour^ and aftivity ?• And fliould the 
Xord permit things to run on at this rate, what a deplorable 
cafe would this grow to ? * Let a man live (faith % one,) but 
' two or three years without afBi^ipn, and he is almoft good 
■^ for nothing; he cannot pray, nor meditate, nor keep his 
« heart fixjcd upon fpiritual things : But let God fmite him in 
^ his health, child, or eftate ; now he can find bis tongue 
^. and affe^ions again ; now he awakes, and falls to bis duty 
• inearneft ; now God hath twice as much honour from him 
« as he had before. Now, faith God, his amendment pleaf* 
« eth me } this rod was well beftowed : I have difappointed 
« him to hi^ great benefit and advantage. And thus God 
< chides hiihfelf friends with his people again.' 

And fometimes they prove the blefied occafions to work 
grace. ** If they be bound in fetters, and holden in cords of 
^^ affliction, then he fheweth them their wcH-ks, ahd their 
** tranfgrefTion, that they have exceeded : He openeth alfo 
<* their ear to difcipline, and commandeth that they return 
"V from iniquity,*' Jobxxxvi. 8, 9, lo^ 

And if this be the fruit of it, you will blefs God through 
eternity for thefe happy difappointihents. Then tbefe things 
periihed, that thy foul might notperi(h. 

Cenfideratitm 4. Be patient under difappointments ; for if 
you meekly fubmit, and quietly wait upon God, he can quick- 
ly repair all that you have loft, and reftore it, by other provi« 
dehces, douUe to you. Have you not heard, after all Job'« 
deprivations, and the fruftrations of all hi» earthly hopes, and 
his admirable patience under all, what a gracious end the 
Lord made with him ? And why may not you hope for fuch a 
comfortable change of provi4ence towards you, if you alfo 
carry it under difappointments, as he did ? Certainly, fad pro« 
vidences are near their change, when the heart is calmed in 
the will of God, and correded home to him. 

Confideration 5. And why ftioulditieem fo hard and griev- 
ous to you, for God to diiappoint your hopes and purpofes, 
when you cannot but know, diat you have difappointed his 
etpefbtions from you fo often, and chat in greater, and htc« 
tar things than thefe ? 

He hath looked for fryat^ifis it is, lia. v* 4.) for obedience^ 
reformation, and tenewed care of duty from you many times ^ 
he proj^ifed himfelf) and made account of a good return of hi^ 

t Mr. Sted. 
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affiiAioiii and mercies and you promiiol htm as mocU, and 
y<t luvct.iUe4 bi^ f n : And i ,^t yoa 

fliQuW Ual of your 1 1^ ^ ^ , ho haveiiii. - ;f 

O ihui fee that you arc quiet m tlK will ol Gixi *» if et not 
at ilic f'-^" ^^^ of your hopes* wreak not your ducontctic uf- 
ou iuT Jtnmiemsi but look to the jull^ anO iKiIy^ uud 

gpCMl \^jll oi ooil in all things* The wife h fon i 
with the fi rvint for what he hath donei till be l . . . 
wiS hi^ £naikr*s oaler, uml^theu Qie is tjuict, 
^ Is a ihip milcarricd, a voyage loil, a rchiioii dead, an ciiaie 
"^ »ne, 1 Iriend carried into capiiYity, whole return was expctk- 
^d with fo much delight and cooUort ? why, if tt be £>, it is 
d\e I^rd h;ith done it| ;ind be thou liknt before htm. Your 
repining will not make it bttter i fin h no ptoff ' ' for af* 
flittion. A quiet and fubmilFivc fpiritttt wcll^pi ^^ o God, 
as well at jirofi table for you, 

liififiMC^ 2* Doth God fomctimes difappoiiit the cxpefk»- 
lioni of men in their employments i then never fet your hearts 
immoderately upon earthly thingSi nor raife up to yourfelvcs 
too grciit expeiil-vtioiis, from thefethingSi The itfonger your 
<ipecbtioii% the heavier God 'a <1 ' ts will be* 

There ii a double evil in over-^ . -i - atfeives, and ^ 
ver*;icting our confidence about worldly thinga: ti: pro^fikd 
God 10 difappoint us, and then makes the ilifappoinnncm 
much more grievous when it comes. 

It provokesa difiippoinmciUj efpecia]Iy to thi ^ ." . . Tbc 
Lord is jealous of ilitir affections, and will m , vetbal 

any thing lliouid be a cor rival, or competitor with hijn foe 
their h^MU : yea, it is fo ufual with Goci to dafli and rcunuirf 
vlmtevet iiigrofles too much of the heart, tliat a gracious fotil 
cannot but reckon that corafon ia gjeat daug<ir to he ^ f* 
whkh he finds to be overloved. 

If David fet his heart upon Ahfalom, God will ■ y 

fmitehinrii tut fmite David by him, and make hi hii 

i^iiferument cf his forrow, and then the objetl of it- J^^aah 
did butuke a little loo much comfort in his gourd, and ycit 
know the ncKt newa we hear is» that God hod piep^ed a wucm 
to fmite it, and caufe it to wither away, 

Aiid when your inordinate hopes are crofled, aa it is ^mf 
probabietbey will be, howwUi yourforrows K* i. ; ■ In 

proportion to them ? Thofe things that ferme-: . ,. uj 

molt comiorr, are the things that give us moll furrow* batuvA 
aJetlions make itrong ailliitlloiis. Our fonows ufuilh riic 



WMbVihs itimMcaox: hqpe, ^ <Mur coiiyfoiitt: fioili tlitt'. whicll) 
'VQA^.tfae lea&regafided;. 

Inferenai }• l£ ii U &^ ^ken h\mt tit make fiuK eCdiingoi 
dMnaC 1^ )«<^ be ctamaBy 4ifiiiqi9inis4. there ^Jfiiii O wh^ 
a^'&d ca& ift> that man in*. wWe ^({leflalkM^ £m) irom bodn 
iwQslds 1 If yotir hopetf ifran this muii imi^ jitt ymt vrnf btutr 
Ik^comfQDiabljri i£ yoafwl notul }«a«4 bcKEt^ hopts^Jmt il tbcik 
fiiil taov pu are) of aUb ineni, tK)R a«aA. mifetAhiei. YoiLliiiOMki 
% esqaeriei&oey how £id it ii t» hiytjAaf. Wpfit oiitoft in the% 
fiiaUtr conceent ;. to go fortbi* lopo^tifQti of a.profitaUn 
ipayage,^ ami to retur-o iaa vorfeca&thaA' )eoa wenr out:: W 
iiiay he yott tk)iight to get an e(bie» Iwyt thfe iftie ist^ talofil 
Aat little jtouha^. Xott tkoufj^ !» go to findi<a.pladei ami 
tkerc meet with ik good ixMbrt». and poffiUyyouiitidiw rnvj/rhm 
carried as Haves, to be fold in th« fame niaf Mk Tbefe itfyfm 
yointmeiufe are very fiid». aad cutting tbilig^^ byfi nothing taan 
mental di(ai^}otsttncieiit in T^lfff^B eoncecu* 

l^oF ft man to^ hope he is inCbrifti. end t( par4««td i))(M)S»>aiu4 
set laltiind hiwCdi djooeiwed^ and diAl ali^ fina ofhis s^usc^ 
iMcartv and pra^ld^ Ii4 Upotr hi40 : t9 ti0|w foff adtfaii&W. iqjQd 
leaven,, whienbft is turned oiN^ of tiik»9}i«orl4^ deitlusindfiod 
Ae dotr fltttii againft him % tn cry vkktfagife poor #fi4f>Qin^ 
vretdi^ Matkh« xiv. n^ ^Lo^ I^jwrd,. opm t^uai.'* »ihI 
iKcetre fiidb aa unexpeilfd lolwir fiDm CfaliflV ^ ^9f ^* 
«^ Depoct feom me^ 1 know y w not :?' liprd^ how imolcKila^ 
feinciT a. defeat el be^ e a» tUsl O! who oaft think ctfil withfim 
koTBorl 

The Ainga abptu wUckyoilMrespe^itiKUoaa itm fraftfatiai mi 
<'thk worlds are fimil thi»g$ i^ yout maflr hir kappy in the want of 
ahem.: but the fruftra^Eioo- of your h<9p«a bom the wokU tn 
qeme,. is in thinga of infinite weight* TMe d^piuiitmefil^ 
ftre hut fot a Httie white ! hue this wiitt, be for oyer* O tberf« 
fore be provoked^ evcA bje tfaefe tbtngfit >» »4iligent3ndffcir 
fonable prevention of a far greater mifery. 

Since thefe things cannot be fecnred, labour to fecore tbofe 
things that ntay. O that you were but as full of thoughts^ 
cares, and fears for heaven as you are for the world ! you have 
Ipent many thottfand thougte about thefe things to nopurpofe. 
All your thoughts about them are come to nothing ^ but had 
they been fpent for your foiils, to what a contfortable account 
would they now have turned i Friends, I befeech you make 
fure for eternity, and let thefe crofica-ftnd^ lofies i{i the worlds 
be the happy (Miga^fm t» awaken you to an eeincft and Sm^m 

VouVt )llta« 



4S^ ' 73^ SfapprinUd S^damfl. 

<tiligence for pur ererlafting interefts. Then yott aire xfcrIa£eA> 
by your loiTes ; nay, you will have great caufe to call tben» 
profperous difappointmetits, and gainful lofles to you. 

Inference 4. Then as you would not have the works an^ 
hbours of your hands hiaAed, beware of thofe fins that pro-, 
voke God to blow upon them. Think not that injjuflicey op-' 

Ceffion^ decetfy and peijary ihotild ever profit you. God 
th curied all the ways of fin, and you cannot proip^.ia. 
^ them. Above all, ht^^vt of atheifm and irreligion : God will 
not own them that difowil him, and flight his worfiiip. I 
doubt your profanation of the Lord'is day, by drimkennefs, 
idlenefs, and worldly empfoymcnts, is not the leaft caufe o£ 
tfiofe difappointments ^d lofles that have befallen you : die 
firft day of the week^ like the firft-fruks of the Jews barvefis^ 
might lanAtfy the wHole lump. 

And let none pretend that itittltif^icity of bufinefs will not 
allow them time and difpofition for fabl»th-work. If you be 
loo bufy to atteiid the Lord's fervicet he can quickly give you 
a writ of eafe, and make you keep more felting days fromyaue 
labours than you are wilHng to doi The Lord would not ex- 
cufe the Ifraelites, no, not in their bufieft ieafons, the times of 
earing and h^rvell^ and the V6ry building of the tabernacle i4>ut: 
all mufl: give way to the fiibbath« And I am fure^ the promife 
of blefiing and fuccdiris made to the confctentious obfervati* 
on of it : Ifa. Iviii. 13, 14. ** If thou turn away thy foot ftom 
^ the fabbath, from doingthy pkafure upon my holy day ^ and 
<< call the fabbath a delight, the holy of the Lord, and honour* 
^ able; and (halt honour him, not doing thine own ways, 
*< nor finding thine own pleafures, nor fpeaking tbine own 
•« words : Then Ihalt thou delight thyfelf in the Lord :" There 
is a recompence to the foul. " And he fliall caufe thee to 
*• ride on the high places of the earth :" There is a reward to 
Ae body. ' Godlinefs is "profitable to all things. 
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Dbi^t: xxxiit 19. Thisy JhaU call the people unt^ the rmuntatn^ 
there theyJbaU cfferfacrifices ^ righteoiifnefs : Fqr theyfiaA 

. Juck of the aiuttdance of the feas^ and ef the ireafures hid i» 
the/and. 

THIS.fcripture is part of the laft words ofMofes: a 
maa that» in his life^ was a great blei&iig to Ifrael ; and 
.3wheu be was to be feparated from them by death, he pro* 
•nounces diftki/f); and fuitable blefiin^s upon all die tribes. As 
Chrift parted from his difciples, bldfing them^ fo doth Mbfes 
from his people; only with this difference^ Mofes as God's 
.mouth pronouQcedj but thegrcak God of heaven and eartli 
aloh(e touid confer the blefling. Mofes blefTed them autbori* 
tatively, but couldaot blefs them poteftatively^ as Chrift did* 
Now^ thefe words contain the bleffing of the tribe of Zebulu% 
.which was the tribe of feamen. And in them we ihaU <:oniider 
^lidecwopaats, viz* 

1. Their privilege. 2. Their duty. 

F//y?, Their privilege, *< That tbty fliould luck of the 
<< abundance of the feas, and of the treasures hid in the fand.** 
To fuck the abundance of the f^a^ is a *metonymical expref* 
£on, fignifying as much as to be enriched and iZored with (he 
.wares and mercDandife impojrted by fea to them. Geographers 
attribute to the fea, arms, and bofoms \ and to the fcripture^ 
breafts. The fea, like an indulgent mother, embraces thofc 
-that live upon it in her b6fom, and with full flowing breafts , 
nourifheth them, and feeds them as a mother doth the infant 
diat fucks, and depends for its livelihood upon her breafts* 

And thefe breafts do not only afford thoie that hang uppn 
^them the neceflaries of life, bread, raiment, i^c* but the rich^ 

* Affluenttam vtarU /ugere, eft marlnis hniu is tnercibus 
4iiundare. 45JaC *^ 
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9ttS9 JU r&iMmV Jtiiufn. , 

«8, omaonAMf md delights of life alfo. <^ The trealures iAi ! 
^< in the fand," f as gold^ coraIt.ainbcrgreafe9 and fucfa like 

Cecious and ridi trcafures >frhich it yields, lliis was the 
effing ^d privilege pf the tribe of Zebukn, whc^e cities and 
Yiibges trere commodiou^y fifiiated *tipta the fiNi-fliere) for 
mrrchandife apd traffic : as you may fee, Jof. xix. 1 1. 

'SeconMyj Thxir zhxiyy'XD irtiithth'de mercies iiiU piivil'iges 
obliged them : <* They ihall call the ^people to the mountains^ 
«< there they ihall offer faa-ificess of rightconfeefc/* By Ac 
vtountainy we are here to tmderftand the./^n^<f,.yliicli Mofe^ 
l)y.the fpirit o^proptiecy, fbrefir«ir to bebnilt qpon nroufit 8^|i| 
Md mount Mofiah \ utrhrch two weve as ^he lOiotitders that 
tupportfcd it> terf. 1 2> liett wii the woilhip of t3od ; Ac 
Sacrifices were here offered up to him. And hitker'Siebulunt 
in the fenfe of God^ mercies to Aem, ihould csdl the .people,, 
j. r.&yfome, their owti peo|^, theh^ families, isndfte^kiboiffs \ 
tMT as t>tfaers, the^ ftrangei S'thatt were 9imMi(g ^them'm irafic ; 
£tyiog, aslfa. ti. 3. **Come, l«fus^up"to'the%otffedftfce 
*« Lord) toAemomitai&tf Ae Godi6r Jaeot:^ Aftd *oie 
iS^ fkA\ bWtt the fmr^ces if ^gtffmfa^* *y>*^ieh *w^ 
^re to uttth^rftanilAerrthanlr^erings fbr Ae ihcreietftiieyliifl 
ti^ccived of the Lord. The jewrfa^tiot t ^ nly <?iy ia t wy -l^y^ 
lices to •procure' thep^frdon of fins-committed, wit euilhAilftH ^ fl 
^acrific^ or thatk-offerings, ^ to • teftify -Ae^ fenTL'H i ty 4taA^ 
mtrtiesreeeited. ^Hielefac^eet typifii^ iiiodil ^iuti^ an4 
^When^Aeietypes'wereabc^iflied^ Aenqpidfth^ftew^ ***'*• 
^< calves of our lips, the £mifices of ^x^'^ *ll$ ip^^Aes^ 
of them,, Heb. xiii. 15. 

So then the film of aH irihis, that ^en^hey ^feturwd ^n^ 
fca,*or hadrecerved -iSlie UtiStigs hereof, *from-1fce 4Havi of 
€dd,' Aey 'flioidd'repairfo Ae |^e of btrworihip, and there 
^knowloJgeaiid/praife'tfaeQod of their mefties. ^that' Ac 
^holcvetfe thusetphd^^^ c^ it&ff itit^tUs^dofibteal eb-. 
<cnration, 

'Doft. l^f it is fiefiftiMt dufy ^fodmny "ttrifnO^-ffe^ 
*fumrthem'toi*tkeir MitsHonsinpeace^^fim^ i^^ae- 
' knowledge 091^ Uefi.'tis name^for^aU '^ fr^ f er v afimi ourf 
pretctes they ^kAXfe^t^teetptdff'txnt^is^yitiMm^ • 

"•^Thefcaremcrcies indeed, whi fchafc *0 b tgifte a 'ft»m'God bf 
yriyer,'and rctf^ned^to^ h i m ' a g a i n by^pradfe. When-w«4Hwe 
leceived our mercies, God expe£U his prai&s: After the. 

+ Ref4truni0dea pute emeverefiknt mMfU^feil-eid-amriJ^m^ 
tgo4^4»^^^frrgaref^9/4ta^tritfff. J^. ^jVMfl io lpc> 



Til imiiiiini*> ijKifiMir jkA. 

Aratoy;oeftai^ ^ jhe^goodndS^^ot ^God in biii^og dieiBiiii0 
^lieinidefimil ba^veA) <Pii»l. ^<nrti•:30l. be fvefendy adls »iifi«i 

^ :«hildran«f'tnttrr^ 

JlMi^ HelwAdieihoiftoffibiaRftyiHi&ofa]^ 

MiA jliifitlie Jieart.irfvBiMaft? Gmo^e that tvMid iagwm 

SBDeisd^:adlundit>f ,|;fmtHi^«^ i^ iieifta, to^beii> Wmc^ 

Now the method tnto^^i^htltiiiU oiift^e/dtfmuaBs, finH 

jfiMSj?, t){OtiipmfiliCiiMittw«f itbtf .diiifi Md tailMr.^w 
««bi(«it 13 '^0(|^mife iSod-ifonbisunMifoies. 

< j&Mvu^t /FocgiWifmi ttw^Qonds twd vMftfiKiB^fribe daitjit 
why God expedn ity-iAnd^^^fiMi /caught |d .give Hto 4um. 4ifiA 

TAnoifii', irt>*iq>i;4y^<i«i:|hedbrcrBl {lifts .At«i9 ifffiiwrimbte 
iMiito. 

< li. 13wiiiiiore»ofctii«!dtmrjii0tdfti^^ 
4bnd<iii^t it<if • Alas ! /kjiwAAafebcr manner .of^tUng liaarji 

* Miftom«vy,<fiKina}) add>iiWdk^i^/kiii^^ 
jteo tke3Mtiive.«&tfai«rd»ty9 i«ii«jfli«U-fiiid«bfl.wboever«iiipk^^ 
4dbeathis ati^cUcal)ffiH»k9 nwftv 

Ff'r^, Be a heedfiil obfenrer of the mercieshbedmieiiMts* - T^ 
m fimdMneiitil to the 4my. 'Where riiOfobfervatioiis^if 4iier- 
id»&'b«vebomiiiftde,iiiotpciii^ fiM^dunncauiibeFQlunidd. God 
ipras neverJHMDOHfsed by ihit UQobfenredjmercieSir When OavM 
|iad^flqpenffd:jiheifN»iiideBce&xrf God <id .due <i!mxalitegreeaaBd 
orders of men> in its various admtniftcatmis, and.cadled ut^ 
<)»'lkeBitdtftitidiyrto yiaife God £Dr',tfafen!i.|jhe adds, in the 
{dofeurfally-^^l^hofois w^e) ^andiiriU dUerVe rdiefe .tbiiig8« 
^ even^i^ey ikaUiii^deribQd^iran|[4^indoers^th^ 
JP£d. ^vii. jfift* ItiftGfld'a charge againft lixaeU HoiSsaii^S. 
^< ,She -did not Jcnow'thit Lgave JieriOGni) and winet jmdoIU 
-^ .and multiplied herifilTer :** u e. -l^'djd^iot X)bfinare jaoa 

• , jfitke notiee ofihcfe ooerctes, > as copsHsgcipDm .«ay .haml v but 
ionlylfloked ^ themeKt eaiife. ^hus^atismth/oiaBy, d^ 
^nkoiot Hpon^^eiroMm mercies ; ^odiersxim ohftrpe.<bsmx 
4p«l^dievv cannot ^ ihey t:an quickly obftiye «diat.tMMihles 4i<^ 
4i»6m, hiitftl^:littl^ t&Mpbt4MA 

tM«peiPer bt tbaokMn 



4^1 Thi Sianunnfs lUtttrn* 

( Secmdfyf The thankful man muft not ^nljr okfisrvi wha(^ 
mercies he hath, and from whom they come \ bat muft pai^« 
cuiarly coniider them in their natures, degrees, feaibns, and 
manner of conveyance^ there is much of God's glory^ and 
our comfort loft for want ^ this. '< The works of the Lord 
«< are great, fought out of all them that have pleafure there- 
*< in,'' Pfal. cxi. 2/ And indeed, there is no employment in 
all the world, that yields more pleaiure to a gracious fi>ul» 
than the smatomiting of providence doth. How fwect is it to 
obferve the mutual refpeds, coincidencies, and introda£HTe 
occafions of our mercies ! every minute circumftance hath its 
weight and value here. He hath little pleafure in his xneat, 
that fwallows it whole without chewing. 

ThirMy^ The thankful perfon muft duly eftimate and value 
his mercies. It is impoffiUe tli'at mad wcl \k, thankful for mer- 
cies he little efteems. Ifir^el could not praife God for that an* 
gels food with which he fed them, whiUl they defpifed it in 
faying,^ There is nothing but this mannas 

And furely it fhews the great corruption of our nature, that 
thofe things whidi fliould raife the value of mercies with U5» 
caufe us the more to flight them ; yet thus it falls put. The 
i^o^monnefs, or long-contmuance of mercies with us, which 
Should endear them the more, aifUl every day increafe our o» 
Migation to God, caufes them^ofeem biit cheap and fmall 
things. And therefore doth God fo often threaten them, yea, 
and remove" them j that their wcMtk and excellency mxj there- 
by be acknowledged. 

Fwrtkly^ The thapkful perfon muft faithfully record his 
mei-cies, elfe God cannot have his dike praife for them. ^< Blefs 
•* tht Lord, -O my foul, and forget not all his benefits,'* Pfal. 
ciii. 2- Forgotten mercies bear no fruit ; a bad memory in this 
•cafe, makes a barren heart sind life. 

* I confefe liit mercies of God are fuch a multitude, that a 
.memory of brafe i:annot retain^them. <^ 1 will come before thee 
** in the multitude of thy mercies," feith David, Pfal. v. 7* 
THby are called " jfliowcrs of blcffings," Ezck. xxxiv. 26. 
And as impoffihle it is diftinSly to recount all our mercjcs, as 
to number the drops of rain that fall in a fliower.i Ncterthe- 
icfs, it hath been the pious care and endeavour of the peo^e 
of God, to^prefcrve and perpetuate his mercies, by ufing all 
the helps to memory they could. Therefore they have, kept re* 
.gifters, £xod. xvii. 14. endit^d Pfelrifis, to bring to rememm 
Stance^ f faL Ixx. title j denominated p%ces from the mercifil 



tticdvcd there. Thus Jacob called the place where hefoand fo, 
inuch, mercy, Beth-el. HagarnarDed the. well, where Go* 
lanexpeftedly relieved her, Beef -^lahai-roi, the t^tcU bi him that 
liteth and looketh upon. me. Gen. xvi. 13, 14. , 

They have flamped the mercies upon the days in which they: 
f^ceiv^ them. Thus the Jew& called tbofe days in which 
God wrought their deliverance, Purimy after the name Purr 
fignifying the lot Haman had cail for their lives ; £ftb. ix; 26. 
TTea, they have called their mercies upon their children, i 
Sam. i. 20. Thus thankful fouls h^ve ftriven to recognife their 
mercies, that God might not lofe the praife^ nor them&lves 
the comfort of them. 

Fifthly^ The thankful pcrfon m«ft be ^taWy affeaipd with 
the mercies be receives. It is not a jpecidative^ but' ^a\ affe&ion-f . 
ate remeihbr^^ce that becomes us : then God hath his glpry, 
vrhen the fenfe of hid mercieis melts our hearts into holy joy^ 
Ic^e, and admiration. Thas,^I>av!d fits down before the Lord 
like a man ailoniflied at his gopdnefs to him ^ 2^ Sam. vii. 2Q<f 
<f . And what can Davidfay more ? For thoii Lord knoweft thy 
•« fervartt." The mercies of God have madp the faints hearts 
leapfor joy within them : Ffal.xcii. 4. " Thou, Lord, haft made 
^ me glad, through thy works.; therefore will I triumph in 
«« the works of thy hands." Mercies are not mercies, deli- 
verances are no deliverances to us^if we that receive them^ 
are riot glad of them. 

Sixthly J The thankful perfon muft order his converfation 
foitably to the engagements that his mercies have pmt him un-i 
der. When we have faid all, it is the Kfc of the thankful, that 
is the very life of thankfulnefs. Obedience and fefvice are the 
only real. manifeftations of gratitude. " He that offereth praife, 
" glorifietb me : and to him that ordereth bis converfation a^ 
«< right, will I fhew the falvi^ion of God," PfaL 1. 23. Set 
down this for an everlaftirig tn|th, That God was never praif- 
cd and honoured by an abufed mercy. God took it ill from 
Hezekiah, " That he rendered not again according to the be*' 
<* nefit done unto him," 2 Chron. xxxii. 25. . He that is truly 
thankful, will, fay as David, Pfal. cxvi. 12. "What (hall f 
« render to the Lord for all his. benefits ?" We then glorify 
God with his mercies, when we employ them to right ends, 
yhen we thankfully take our own fliarc of comfort from them, 
'receiving them, with thankfgiVing, as from the hand of a fa- 
lser. Mr. Swinnock * teUs of a young man, who, lying upon 

* Swifioock's Chriftiaui Mao's Cailicg, page ^^9, 



4^4 Ifht Seddoffsr tf^imi. ' 

iva« brm^t bim, be iliook'aiid la^mfafod dh^dfoMy ae tiMr 
6glit of it». and fo*con>iini«ii^ till ilrwas'UlMii* away p and be*' 
fore his death, acknowledged God^ jsftisQ. fbc that in' hial 
bedtb hitf'erdiiiaFily iteceived hi» meat #ithoiit dlliafc%iimig« 

Uft all God^a^ me^iea with thankfulneb i GodwiM veamm^ 
ber themr in fttry^ who forget hhn i»faf« fiwom^ 

And think aoe «(hac Gc^* bieilkiws: iqpen» ]tottv i« wboUy^feU 
youFo^n ale : b^ beiMNir God with* yiour oiercka^ by ciQafb<^ 
mf the mked^ aad feeding the hcingiy>y efpeeiatly fuch as ut 
godiy. Thi^ia a' due impcovemeot'of yoMr eAal^ % tboa yoK 
may make to yourfelvea friends of the maiufR»flro£untigli€^iji£« 
m&i Ahy how littK d6 \l^ confidef what ptzikf. what gferf 
we m9f oecafion, tbb way, ffttm-orhers^'tcy the iiamc^ of Godi 
it iff ftoridd of * Dioity6us die &fn»vt6»n^ typmh ^hat when 
be iaw#faarbea^of gold and fitw his fed hoarded up iwbtf 
tbfec^ lie aflHedUifir what he meaitr to let it ly tberey and ooC 
to make frittldt wilfelt|.tagctltkekitigdD« after his death ? Q 
taa (bid be) thou baft not a fpkit capable oC a ktagdom^ Thuf 
ItaMmlr the Lord withr yoat ftdsftatooe |i Imk 
M fon^ Matter's ndeAls, for wfaicB ydu mnft giire aa acoomir i 
and io wfe and empby tbem fiir God, drat you may gvrc up 
yotHT aeeounr widi joy'^ send Iheh yoo will fliew youefidves 
tbasMid indeed; Tbas yoi» fe^ wbat iirincloded iit real deaadir 
fulnefi. O, it is another matter than we ta&e ie e» be.. 

%0 Next 1 prdmiibd txf give yotr tl« geouada and reafi»iB of 
1km d«fy ^ why nm are oUtged af»r tte recejmoA o£ merdes» 
to (n^ a thoknkrul paorn of piaUes. Aod» ancng mady,. I 
wdll only fiifgle dot cbde tbrder smd brie&y open tkem* 

Fhfi^ Ood reqttkas afM oi^£ks> k^ it is fo Rectal andpfff 
Calw a pan ol bia glory, a* he wiA ne^^ar past wisb it« Ab 
gt^zt landlords oblige theif tenMlta to a hoih^e and fcrriccv 
itfaen they make cmtr dselr eftorci^ tci^iJMm,.aiid rafttre aqinb 
tent to tbemfelve^ whidr they rsAue at a high tstei^ fi> Go4 - 
wbes hebeAows deliveranoes df mensios iqnii us, ftiQ refervOB 
ati ackhowkdgmem to himMif : and this is dear to bimy ht . 
li^xl^ hoc eftdure to be defi^ded of if i ftroeh lefe, that hfaE^ 
gtreii to aii6tber. Yew find diia referr duott^ of praife expce&ly 
made by him fft Ffetm ). sj. «< Caili upm iwe t» tbe day of 
« trouble I will detrrer thoey and tboa flult glorify mo.*' 
Where yoa have the rrcfoeft^ tlw grants aswi the rofervaticn io 
the gnottf f. d. When I hafo graniod thoo iby dcBrcy && tfafli 



lb tiot ilefiMd »e of my giory. Thcrs be Ihite tUogi ia 
mnrj nercy, tjti€ mattr of ic» the nwyWf of ie, aod the ^iiw;^ 
«f ir» Tbc two firft God laakes oter ficely to uii, he gttet 
the oounrcks thetAlehrsSk he iUkw» ub to fock oot aU the lawful 
l^leafiire mA delight ihai h io them $ but the tUrd he refervee 
io himfeU; iod wUt never part with to any other* If ao Heae* 
fciah biiirelf reodev DOt loGod Am ackiiowled|gaiieiit$, a» well ae 
ipod iovefi bito, there (hall be great wrath upoa btaa, aid Jodahi 
for the defaolt, x Chroo. xuii. 26. 

Sifon^Xf Ye« are oodeir mmktM ca§igeaBeets to render U 
eo the Lord. 

iu) CbaiBKmiiigeDaicyob)^lo*dikackiidwledgiiieiitof 
favours frecty received ) aod mthaakfabeft on that ficore, is th« 
Odiem of maokiodi I^anun fi dicss^ mnma tUxeris. Yott 
tSaamot f^tc a atao a a^ire odk>«a ehacafter aoMOg nwot than to 
Ajf He is an uogranehit ma& 

(a.) The exampies of the vcry^ heathens vrttt cdfeidemn yoo* 
Thoy praifed their gods, whidi yet were no godi» when tbejr 
yceeifed any deUvevaiiee» jodg^xvi. a4». Shall Idols,, duAgh* 
Bill^deicies, receive their teifieti and praifes, nritiUl the trui 
tiod is fi)rgotteii t 

Nay» (3.) Many of yon have fsmally aod>xpieftIy (ditliged 
yirar fools to it» by ibhnin vows and promifa hi die day of 
yonr diftrefs : and yet wUl yon deal perfidioody widi God i^ 
AViliyoo not pay the voen whid) yonr Bps have ottered^ 
Certainly^ yois c^ never free yonr Ibols froin the gnilt of per« 
fldioofiiefs againft God, wbilltyoii give hiaa net t^ glory dne 
to bis nanie. 

3, JUfify, Yonr Ingratttode is the ready way to deprive yow 
of the mercies yoe haveli and so withhold from yon the mcr-* 
cies yon might have In yonr fntnie AAfrefles and Wanu. Ho 
iftat is tHigiatrfiil for mereies fcceifed, provtdLesGod tole^ 
note them. Thai It fell oot with ongratefnl Ifirael» Hofea i!. 
5, n, 9. ** She did not kno^, (i i. (he did not with confidera-* 
^ ttoo and thanks duly acknowledge) that I gave her.comt and 
^ whie, and i»K Thertfere will I setnm» and take away mf 
'.* com m li^ time tbeteotf^ and my erine ia the feafon thereof 1 
^ and will recover my wool and my flax.** Thos they fefier* 
od Aeir mercies to la|^ tnto the Lord's h^nd for oon-^^payment 
of tbek dndes. If yon ere weary of yonr merdes, and willing 
en be rid of ifaen, yon cannot take a moie cfi£bsal coar&» 
than ia forget froqi^ vriieiii» yon hdi themi and with-hoid hit 
fraiie for thenu 

y^.ia. ; Hen , 
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Aad thai* for fatorc mercies aad deiifmtices^ yoA ksM 
so groaod.to expeA any more from God, whom yoo have that 
. requited for- former favoars. He that gWe$ no thaaks for ooe 
mctfft hath little groand to expeft aoocher. It was a iad word 
which God IfK^ie opoo this very prorocatioo, Ja4g. x, i f , i2« 
J3« wbcQ a new diArefs befel l^ael by the Ammoaites, audi 
tb^y cried to the Lord for help, he tells them, that he bad ma<- 
ny times delivered . them from their eoemies : ** Yet (laith he) 
" have yon forfaken me, and fcrved other gdds. Wherefore I 
^< wilt deliver yon no more ; go and cry to the gods^ which ye 
'* have choieo, aad let them deliver you in the time of your 
^* tribnlatioQ.** ^ d. With i^hat face can you come to me £9r 
new mercies and deliverances, when yourfelves know how for* 
mer mercies have been abnfed i Think ^e that I am weary of 
my merdes, to cafl them away upon fuch unthankful wretches? 
No, no, expcd no more mercies from me, '^ I will deliver yont 
V no more*-' One of the fathers calls In^atitude, Obix it^tr* 
nalis. An heUiJh Jlep i which interrnpts the coinrfe and current 
of all God's mercies. Mercy is not only a precious thing, too 
good to be caft away, but it is a- very tender thing, and God 
deeply rcfepts the abufes of it. Thus you fee the grounds and 
reafocs of your duty ; it now remaios that, we apply it. 

U/i i. h it your ucquefik>nable duty to return praifes upon 
<very receipt of mercies ? Then, in the firft place, bear your 
fliame and juft. reproof for your manifeft unthaukfttlpeis* Yoq 
dare not deny, but you, have received many fignal and eminent 
mercies from the hands of God. if you (hould deny that, I 
need go no farther to prove you prodigioufly uograteful. But 
it is too manifeil to be .denied: you have found God a verypre^ 
fent help in rouble t his mercy hath often refcued yon out of- 
the jaws of death. Some of yoo have been in dangers In the- 
deeps ; in deaths pft : yw have been put to your wiu end ; all 
vifible hope and help failed. Yon might have faid, with the 
Fialmift, Pfah cxiil 4. ** Hooked upon my right hand^ and 
^^ there was none ; and upon the left, but refuge failed.*^ You 
have feen your companions: intombed before your eyeain the 
feas, and concluded in your own thoi^hts, ypur tfim wasnc^t 
. You have been in danger by barbarous enemies, that have cha* 
led you upon the &a, to make yon a prey : yea, it may be yoa. 
have been a prey to them, and never thought to have (een the> 
land of your nativity, ,your houfes, wives, and children, any 
more* You have languiflied under dangerous difeafes, and that 
remoie frojoi friends, aod necelTary accommodations ; yon have 
kit your eftat^^ and been redyad to a low ebt>/ and 
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thoBg[ht to have leen a day of prbrperity any iiiore ; yet hath 
the Lord delivered yon out of all your troubles. He hath pro- 
vided vQexpeAed means of prefervatioo, when the proud wa« 
tiers were ready to go over yoor foots. And though others went 
down befoce^yoar eyes ; yoo were marked out fyt deliverance, 
God fpake to the ragiag waves, faying, touch not this man, t 
w91 not deliver bim up, though I have done lo by others. Wheii 
cruel ieneoucs chafed you, he delivered yoo, caufing the darlt- 
ntfs iof the night to interpofe iealboably betwixt you and themf 
a$ the dark fide of the cloud (hadowed Ifra^i from the E^p*- 
flans that purfued them, Exod. xiv. 20. fometimes giving yoa 
A fiivourable gale, which bliew mercy and deliverance to yoo : 
ibmetimes by ftrengthening you to refift their furious attacks, 
nod delivenng you from their ra^e : or, if be delivered you in* 
to their hands, yet there he prelerved you, enabling you to en* 
4ure their feverities, or caufing the enemy to treat you well % 
and finding odt a way which you knew not, to bring you at lafl 
•ot of the houie of bondage. 

He pitied yott nnder your dangerous dtfeafes; and though 
fieceflary accommodations and means might be wanting, he 
tras your phyficiao, and healed you ; he recovered you imme* 
ifiateiy without ibpans, or UeiTcd w^ak and fmall means to 
your good. When yoo were reduced by lofles and captivities 
to a low ebb, fb that you might fay as the church, Lam. tli. 17, 
I forgat profperity ; he hath not only k^ecruited thy ftrengtb, 
but thy eftate alfo : and when both thy body and eAate, like an 
old leaky (hip, have been ready to fink, he hi^th ftopped tho 
leaks in both, careened, repaired, and launched thee into the 
world again, as whole, as (onnd, and as flrong as ever. 

And now, reader, fufFer me to account and expoftulate a lit-^ 
tie with thy epnfcience ; what hath the fruit of all thefe mercies 
been to thee? And how hall thou carried it fince thofe days, 
towards the Godof thy mercies i Hdl thou indeed been melt- 
ed by the fenfe of all this kindnefs, into love^ thaokfulnefs, ^iod 
new obedience ? Have thefe favours engaged thee to more ftrift- 
nefs in thy duties, and greater' watchfulnefs agaioft fin ? Haft 
thou'fai4 with that good m^n, Ezra ix. 13, 14. " And now^ 
«^ my God, feeing thou haft punched me lefs than mine ioiqui- 
** tics defeivfe, and hafl; given me ftfck deliverances as thcfc, 
•* fiioold I again break thy commandments V* If it be fo, fnre* 
ly mercy and goodnefs (hall follow thee all the days of thy life. 
The Lord then reckons all thefe mercies well bellowed, and 
yinkl n<;V6r repent that he hath done thte good^ 
'•'• .- .■ - " . . .N II a .^ 
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But I ffar this U not thy cafe. S^rr I an^ tfai^ am looir 
amoMg you that have quicUy forgotteH ^ God that deiiTere^ 
you, dome that have abufed hifn^ Wa &C€t hf afcribiag hia 
mercies to food lucki j^h^mce, find. £MFt99C } not ^>f)cc aumiag 
him as your deliverer, And fomi^ thar liave loade ^ia in«rdea 
^eapoo^ of fin, to wound htm wilbali iFf^ting your eftatea bf 
prodigality, w^cb wcregiveii to refrcih yoiii^ &iinUie% a^di 
God'a ppor i yea, abufifig them to drunk^nefr ai»d luxuFf « 
And is this the thanks JQ^ muri& him ? Sfor wbkh ^f att 
any good works (faith Chfift to the J«ws) do yoit Aoiie ma ? S» 
fay l^ for which flf aU Gp4'« kindpeffet to yo«, 4o yon tfa^a^*- 
iionour, and abui!? him i O let fliai»e 4p^er y^ur ^SMOfis thit 
day ! Qo, reader fiki <Wn Uiif leaf). a»d ge^^We to ^y fc«oes, 
Und fay, J am the ^QfP ^ wImmw *is r«pr«>f »» fewt. I tevt 
^bufed the God of my mercies, I h«»^ tyHied hk gf^e wm 
wantonnefs, Bnuui with Ephraim iipcm tby thigh, and iay« 
ff^i^/i/ ^az/^ A(/(p«# ? Mourn heartily for diy 4i9ki«dne& to thf 
beft friend, << The God that hath ^m <^ep £O0d all thy lUt 
^* long, and deferves otbef votiMm^ fr^m tjb^ wm thefe.^' 

U/e Zn I^fifyf It calls HiHm you all iq b^ dha«^ki^ for yow 
mercies* Chy foftom oyice wiflied fc^ a voipe like thimder, that 
9II men tnight he^ hin>« O that I could io caU yo» to thia 
duty, that fome of you might ege^«al}y hmr Cvod'^ catt in thia 
fl^hortation ! i 

Will.you own the hand that drivers yo^, dat feed^, filotb^ 
^nd heals ypu ? Will you reibWe to live the li& of prai^s, and 
fender to the Lord according to the be^efi^ you have r^t^eived i 
"Will you indeed walk humbly, aiid diaskfvUy^ updei att yo»f 
deliverances, and fucccjBfes, and glorify G©d by that wh<^ewijLh 
he hath comforted and refreflied you ? If there be airy faviug . 
knowledge of God, and fpiritual ferde of his tove in your fouls,^ 
methir^ks I ihould prevail with- you ^ £c»r do but weigh thefe^ ! 
JDlIowing arguments ferlouflyt and they wi^ engage you to it^ 

^rgum^nt i. How freely have all your jpaercies ftreamed ta j 
you from tbe fountain of grace ? There was nothing i^ you ta 
engage it. The very notion of m«rcy includes i&r^nefs 5* they J 
^re all heftowf d upon us, not only a$ we are immerent£Sy but \ 
male meunte^^ unde&rving, but ill deferying c eal^^es $ not | 
<in\y without our merits, but ag ainft our faerita*. • A«d what 
though there be a concur«^&ee of yoti^r abilities, b^^'^work and 
hand- work in th<8 prp<^urefn^t of fome of youi i9per^i$s, yet 
ftill thpfe .mercies ar« the puce efi^efts of free-grace: ibr aft 
tbofe endeavours ©f yours liad figni^i^d PQtbiB^ to th<?ir pro* 
^W;i^.Wt, witliout Gcyl's bieiS^g i. yea^ and t;hat wif^lctn 3Jft4 
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IH^H^yiilidi fou ^Tf uibdt w«r« ibemfiBtwi the^llw s^ 

j^^ haw fbmH Ak endear ym 10 Qod I 

^ppmtma t. How-fimibiiiiUy y^ifkr mcr^ have be«i U? 
ftowfii qpop ymif m the wr pokmof entremity^ and dsa^gort 
God b»t&«ii puriKife fuflfered it to gfew to ao estrotqityi ibal 
tbcrabjr Iiq migbt c»mm<nd hta mercy to ]pou wjtb grater ad^ 
9intag«. ^JndieeMttiitaftlicJ^irdilhathbQaam^ 
;|but. 14. without thisy God (aw his mercies ^ould haveheen 
flighted) and low prized bj yoii : But God l»th watched the 
opportunity of heftoining lus ipiodneis upon yont for no other 
wdf but to magnifr^is nierciea in your eyes, and make the 
^p^ and tnore laftiog u^pieflions upon your hearts* ShadI 
fech memoH whkh at fiift were fo amaaing, and o^Ferwbelm* 
iog ^ yottt aiibe reeeption whntof, you were like men that 
ilraiiied, as the PfiUmift fpeaks» F(alm caxri. «• la fom grow 
fiakf asKi eommou } God ^nrbid \ 

Jrgrnm Oi i* How l|«cial and djftinguiftiing ka^ feme of 
Mur mercies been i God hath not deak with every ooe as he 
kath wiith youu Are not fome that went out with you found 
vaottng at your renmai ) They are among the dead^ it may be 
atmMig t3» damned, and you amon^ thci living, yet enfoying 
Ihe capseityy and the ineans of Cdvatien. God mA prcipered 
your voyage» and returned you with focceis ; YDu4iaTe fucked 
the ahundaaoe of the (»* and thetreafures hio in the fimd, a# 
the ce^t ^[leaksi but others may fay as Naomif Ruth i* ai*. 
^ I went out fuU* mi am come hstck empty.^ I went out fuH 
of hopca,^ and am cphm back with fad di&ppointments. And 
is not this a ftrong tie to tbank%ivmg f 

Argument 4. ^id not your mercies fipd you under great 
guilt f. You know what your own tranfgreffions again ft the 
jUord were, and yet fuch was the ftrcngth of mercy, that it brake 
through all your great provocations^ and made its way to you 
through i a multitude of iniquities. It came triumphing over 
all your great unworthinefs \ and is not fuch mercy worthy to 
be admired, and recorded for ever \ O what will afied and 
melt your hearts, if this will not ? Surely fuch mercies have a 
conftraining power in them, upon all fenfible iTouls. 

Argttrnent 5, To conclude ; if all the goodnefs of God, which 
bath pafTed before your eyes, does indeed prevail upqn you to 
{ove the Lord, and fear to offend him ; if it really conftraina 
1^ to give up yourfelvesj^ and all you have, ^ be bis j then atf 
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this ii Wt the beginning of' mercies,- and you '4isSir4otyptt. 
greater things than thefe* God hath moremercSes ^ behmd, 
and diofe of a higher lund, and more excellent nzuxxcc than- 
thefe teiqporal mercies are. Yoa are now ddimecf ^m the 
dangen 6i the {isa, and have €fi:a|5ed diofe per& : O hot, what 
is this to deliverance from wrath to come ? Touhsnre beoi pre- 
Cerfed from, or deHrered out of Turkifli flavery ; hot what is 
chat to a ddiverance from the curfe of the law, the bondage of 
your lufts, and the power of' Satan ? Happy fools, if thefe de- 
liTCfances do, in any meafure, prove introdufinre to thergrcat 
lEUfation. 

The C O N C L U S I p N. 
Thus I have, as the Lord hath enabled me, endeayoored to 
diufe and improve proper fubjeds for your meditatiim in eve- 
ry condition that befals you. I cannot carry thrfe trudis one 
degree farther, it is the Lord only that can make them effe&u* 
ml to your fouls. But it is my eameft requeft td you^ mafiers, 
that have the over-fight, and muft give an account for your 
companies, that you will not only read, andconfider mefii 
things yourfelved, but that you will at fit feafons, efpecially up- 
on the Lord's day, read and inculcate them upon your fecyants 
and company ; and that; as thofe who muft give an accooac. 
Will not this be a better expence of that precious and hallow- 
ed time, dian to fpend it in fleeping in your cabins, or drink- 
ing in tipling-houfes ? All that fin of theirs which you may 
prevent, and do not, becomes your own fin. And have you 
not perfonal fins enough already, but yoik muft draw the guilt 
of their fins upon you '^Ifo ? I oeleech you, and it is my laft 
reiqueft, that you will faithfully bbour, diat you and. your 
companies may ferve the Lord. 



The End if the Sixth VoiimKl 



